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PREFACE. 

Having,  in  the  second  edition  of  the  j^postolic  Fathers,  so 
far  improved  ttie  translation  I  before  published  of  theni,  as  to 
render  it  almost  a  new  work  ;  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
give  some  account  of  the  changes  that  have  been  made  in  it, 
and  what  advantages  I  have  had  for  the  making  of  them. 

The  Epistles  of  Sl  Clement  had  Iccn  so  correctly  set  forth 
from  the  Alexandrian  manuscript,  by  the  learned  Mr.  Patrick 
Young,  that  having  no  other  copy  to  recur  to,  there  are  no  con- 
siderable alterations  to  be  expected  in  the  present  edition  of 
them.  And  yet  even  in  these,  I  have  not  only  carefully  re- 
viewed my  translation,  and  compared  it  with  the  original 
Greek,  and  corrected  whatever  I  thought  to  be  less  exact  in  it ; 
but  by  help  of  a  new,  and  more  accurate  collation  of  Mr. 
Young's  copy,  with  that  venerable  manuscript  from  which  it 
was  taken,  I  have  amended  some  places  in  the  text  itgelf,  which 
had  hitherto  escaped  all  the  editors  of  these  Epistles.  For  this 
I  was  beholden  to  the  friendly  assistance  of  the  very  learned, 
and  pious.  Dr.  Grabe ;  to  whose  ready  help  these  Apostolic 
Fathers  owe  a  great  part  of  that  exactness,  with  which,  I  pre- 
sume, they  will  appear  in  this  edition  of  them. 

The  Epistfes  of  St.  Ignatius  having  been  lately  published  at 
Oxford,  by  our  ReverencJ  Dr,  Smith,  not  only  with  much  great- 
er correctness  in  the  text  than  ever  they  were  before,  but  with 
the  advantage  of  his  own,  and  Bishop  Pearson's  observations 
upon  the  difficult  places  of  them ;  it  cannot  be  thought,  but  that 
I  must  have  very  much  improved  my  translation  of  those  Epis- 
tles, from  the  learned  labours  of  two  such  eminent  masters  of 
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antiquity  ;  and  who  had'  taken  such  gfeat  care,  not  only  to  re- 
store those  venerable  pieces  to  their  primitive  purity,  but  to  ren- 
der them  clear,  and  intelligible,  to  the  meanest  capacities.    One 
of  those  Epistles  had  never  been  set  forth,  from  any  good  man- 
uscript in^  its  original  Greek,  when  1  pufflished  my  first  editioa 
of  them.     This,  together  with-the  martyrdom  of  that  blessed 
Saint,  lias  since  been  printed  by  Monsieur  Ruinard  at  Paris, 
and  from  thence  by  Dr.  Grabe  at  Oxford.     I  have  compared 
my  translation  of  both  with  their  copy  ;  and  not  only  corrected 
it  where  it  disagreed  with  that,  but  have  noted  in  the  margin, 
the  chief  variations  of  this  last  edition,  from  those  which  had 
been  published  by  Archbishop  Usher,  and  Isaac  Vossius  before. 
Of  llie  epistle  and  martyrdom  of  St.  Polycarp,  and  the  epistle 
of  St.  Barnabas,  I  have  little  to  say  more  than  that  I  have  re- 
vised the  tratislation  of  theiu,  with  all  the  care  I  could,  and  ren- 
dered them  much  more  correct  (especially  the  epistle  of  Barna- 
bas,) than  it  was  before.     But  as  for  the  books  of  Hernias,  I 
may  without  vanity  affirm  that  they  are  not  only  more  exact  in 
the  translation  than  they  were  before,  but  that  the  very  books 
themselves  will  be  found  in  greater  purity  in  this,  than  in  any 
.  other  edition  of  them  that  has  ever  yet  been  published.     The 
old  Latin  version  has  been  entirely  collated  with  an  ancient 
manuscript  of  it  in  the  Lambeth  library ;  and  from   thence 
amended  in  more  places  than  could  well  have  been  imagined. 
And  that  very  version  itself  has  been  farther  improved  from  a 
multitude  of  new  fragments  of  the  original  Greek,  never  before 
observed  ;  and  for  the  most  part  taken  out  of  the  late  magnifi- 
cent edition  of  the  works  of  St.  Athanasius  ;  though  that  piece 
is  none  of  his,  but  the  work  of  the  younger  Athanasius,  patri- 
arch of  the  same  church,  who  lived  about  the  7th  century. — 
[See  Tom.  ii.  p.  25L  doctrin.  ad  Antioch   Ducem.]  *  Both 
these  advantages  I  do  likewise  owe  to  the  same  learned  person 
(Dr.  Grabe)  I  before  mentioned,  w^ho  not  only  purposely  colla- 
ted the  one  for  me,  but  readily  communicated  to  rac  the  ex- 
tracts he  had  made  for  his  own  use  out  of  the  other. 
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Having  said  thus  pci'iich  concerning  the  several  pieces  them- 
selvaa  here  set  forth,  and  the  translation  of  them,  I  shall  not 
troafcle  the  reader  with  any  long  account  of  my  own  introducto- 
ry discourses,  in  which  I  have  added  some  things  and  corrected 
others.  I  hope  as  it  now  stands,  it  may  be  of  some  use  to 
those  who  have  not  any  better  opportunities  of  being  acquaint- 
ed with  these  matters,  and  convince  them  of  the  just  regard 
that  is  due  to  the  treatises  which  follow  them,  upon  this  double 
accqqnt,  both  that  they  were  (for  the  most  part)  truly  written 
by  those  whose  names  they  bear ;  and  that  those  writers  lived 
so  near  the  Apostolic  limes,  that  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that 
they  do  indeed  represent  to  us  the  doctrine,  government  and 
discipline  of  the  Church  as  they  received  it  from  tlie  Apostles  ; 
the  Apostles  from  Christ,  and  that  blessed  Spirit,  who  directed 
them  both  in  what  they  taught,  and  in  what  they  ordained. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

1.  Had  I  designed  the  following  collection  either  for  the  ben- 
efit or  perusal  of  the  learned  world,  I  should  have  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  say  but  very  litde  by  way  of  introduction  to  it :  the 
editors  of  the  several  treatises  here  put  together,  having  already 
observed  so  much  upon  each  of  them,  that  it  would  I  believe 
be  difficult  to  discover,  indeed  I  am  sure  it  would  be  very  need- 
less to  trouble  the  reader  with  any  more. 

2.  But  as  it  would  be  ridicubus  for  me  to  pretend  to  have 
designed  a  translation  for  those  who  are  able  with  much  more 
profit  and  satisfaction  to  go  to  the  originals ;  so,  being  now  to 
address  myself  to  those  especially  who  want  that  ability,  I  sup- 
pose it  may  not  be  amiss  before  I  lead  them  to  the  discourses 
themselves,  to  give  them  some  account  both  of  the  authors  of 
the  several  pieces  I  have  here  collected  ;  and  of  the  tracts  them- 
selves ;  and  of  that  collection  that  is  now  the  first  time  made  of 
them  in  our  own  tongue.  T^iough  as  to  the  first  of  these,  I 
shall  say  the  less,  by  reason  of  that  excellent  account  that  has 
been  already  given  of  the  most  of  them  by  our  pious  and  learn- 
ed Dr.  Cave :  whose  Uves  of  the  Apostles  and  Primitive  Fath- 
ers, with  his  other  admirable  discourse  of  Primitive  Chris:  iani- 
ty,  I  could  heartily  wish  were  in  the  hands  of  all  (he  more  judi- 
cious part  of  our  English  readers. 

3.  Nor  may  such  an  account,  as  I  now  propose  to  give  of  the 
following  pieces,  be  altogether  useless  to  even  the  learned  them- 
selves ;  who  wanting  either  the  opportunity  of  collecting  the 
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several  authors  necessary  for  such  a  search,  ior  leisure  to  exam- 
ine them,  may  not  be  unwilling  to  see  that  faithfully  brought 
together  under  one  short  and  general  view,  which  would  have 
required  some  time  and  labour  to  have  searched  out,  as  it  lay 
diffused  in  a  multitude  qf  writdrs,  out  of  which  they  must  other- 
wise  have  gathered  it. 


NOTE.— Although  the  style  of  the  Discourses  concerning  the 
following  Epistles,  is  somewhat  peculiar  to  that  of  the  age  in 
which  they  were  written,  still  it  was  thought  proper  not  to  vary 
the  langruage  except  where  corrections  in  the  Grammar  were  in- 
dispensable.— Ed. 
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A  DISCOURSE 

COMCEBNINO 

ThA  first  epistle  of  ST.  CLEMENT  to  xmi 
CORINTHIANS. 


Of  th6  valae  which  the  ancients  put  upon  this  Epistle.  Of  St.  Cle. 
nient  himself,  «^ho  was  the  author  of  it ;  that  it  was  the  same  Cle*. 
mentof  whom  St.  Paul  speaks,  Phil.  iy.  3.  Of  his  conversion  to 
Christianity  :  when  he  became  Bishop  of  Rome,  as  also  whether 
be  sufiered  martyrdom,  uncertain.  Of  the  occasion  of  his  writing 
this  Epistle,  and  the  two  main  parts  of  it.  Of  the  time  when  it 
was  written.  That  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  the  Epis. 
tie  we  now  hare  waa*written  by  St.  Clement ;  the  objection  of 
TentxeliuB  against  it  of  no  force.  How  this  Epistle  was  first  pub. 
lished  by  Mr.  Patrick  Young ;  and  translated  by  Mr.  Burton  into 
English.    Of  the  present  edition  of  it. 

1.  The  first  tract  which  begins  this  collection,  and 
perhaps  the  most  worthy,  is  that  admirable,  or  as  some 
of  the  ancients  have  called  it,  that  wonderful  ^  epistle  ^  ] 
of  St»  Clement  to  the  Corinthians ;  which  he  wrote  to  Mbfu^oJ 
them,   not  in  his  own  name,   but  in  the  name  of  the  ^^ 
whde  church  of  Rome.   An  epistleso  highlyesteemed  by 
the  primitive  church,  that  we  are  told  it  was  wont  to  be 
publicly  read  in  the  assemblies  *>  of  it :  and  if  we  may  b  idem,  nk 
credit  one  of  the  ancient  collections  <>  of  the  canon  of*";**'*"^* 
scripture,  was  placed  among  the  sacred  and  inspired  JJ****-  ^^^ 
writings*     Nor  is  it  any  small  evidence  of  the  value 
which  in  those  days  was  put  upon  this  epistle,  that  in 
the  only  copy  which  for  any  thing  we  know  at  present 
remains  of  it,  we  find  it  to  have  been  written  in  the 
same  vcdume  ^  with  the  books  of  the  New  Testament :  d  us.  Aie» 
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which  seems  to  confirm  what  was  before  observed  con- 
cerning it ;  that  it  was  read  in  the  congregations,  to- 
gether with  the  hdy  scriptures  of  the  Apostles  and 
Evangelists. 

2.  But  of  the  epistle  itself,  I  shall  toke  occasion  to- 
speak  more  particularly  hereafter.  II  will  now  be  more 
proper  to  inquire  a  little  with  regard  to  the  author  of  it ; 
and  consider  when,  and  upon  what  occasion,  it  was 
written  by  bim. 

3.  First  concerning  the  person  who  wrote  this  epis- 
tle;  it  is  no  small  commendation  which  the  Holy  Ghost 

•Phil.  It.  s.  by  St.  Paul  has  left  us  of  hira,*  where  the  Apostle  men- 
tions him  not  only  as  his  fellow  labourer  in  the  work  of 
the  Gospel ;  but  as  one  whose  name  was  written  in  the 
book  of  life.  A  character  which  if  we  allow  our  Sa- 
viour to  be  the  judge,  far  exceeds  that  of  the  highest 
power  and  dignity ;  and  who  therefore  when  his  disci- 
ples began  to  rejoice  upon  the  account  of  that  authority 
which  he  had  bestowed  upon  them,  insomuch  that  even. 

n«kex.i7.  the  Devils  were  subject  unto  them,t  thoHgh  he  seemed 
to  allow  that  there  was  a  just  matter  of  joy  in  such  vof 
extraordinary  power,  yet  bade  them  not  to  rejoice  so* 
much  in  this,  that  those  spirits  were  subject  unto  them  ; 
but  rather,  says  he,  rejoice  that  your  names  are  written 
in  the  book  of  life. 

4.  It  is  indeed  insinuated  by  a  late  very  learned  crit 
©  Grot.  An-  ic,  •  that  this  was  not  that  Clement  of  whom  we  are 
ir.  X          now  discoursing,  and  whose  epistle  to  the  Corinthians 

I  have  here  subjoined :  but  besides  that,  he  himself  con- 
.  fesses^  that  the  person  of  whom  St.  Paul  there  speaks 

rEmeb-mm.  was  a  Roman.    Both  Cusebius  ^  and  Epiphanius,  and 

Bodes  lib  III  *   ■■ 

cap.  19.  E-'  St.  Hierome,. expressly  tell  us  that  the  Clement  there 
AdT.'  Car- meant,  was  the  same  that  was  afterwards  Bishop  of 
^tnm^fi  Rome ;  nor  do  we  read  of  any  other  to  whom  either  the 
•tOoiiirornt  character  there  mentioned,  of  being  the  fellow  labourer 
JjJJl  1.  •jjj  of  that  Apostle,  or  the  eulogy  given  of  having  his  name 
^^«"»-  written  in  the  book  of  life,  could  ao  properly  belong  as- 
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to  him  ^,  whom  therefore  the  generality  of  learned  men, 
3)oth  of  ancient  and  modern  times,  without  scruple,  con- 
clude to  have  been  referred  to  in  that  passage. 

5.  I  shall  not  say  any  thing  of  what  is  reported  by 
«ome^   concerning  his  noble  birth  and  family  ;  ^'f  ^'^  tJJw-j^Rj 
studies  at  Athens ;  and  of  the  occasion  and  manner  of  Jj^^^l^^jgi 
Ills  conversion  to  Christianity;  which  they  tell  us,  wa'^^*'^^*;^^^ 
wrought  by  St.  Peter,  whom  he  met  with  Barnabas  at  {^,i'']^**j|2J; 
Csesarea  ;  and  who  there  first  declared  to  him  the  doc-**'*'^ 
trine  of  Chrbt,  and  incliaed  him  to  a  good  opinion  of 
it.     All  which  is  very  uncertain,  end  justly  doubted  of 
by  many.     I  shall  choose  rather  to  observe  that  wbat- 
^ever  his  condition  was  before  he  becaiviem  Christian,  he 
was  held  in  no  small  reputation  after ;  but  merited  auch 
a  character  from  the  ancient  fathers,  as  is  hardly  given 
to  any  besides  the  Apostles.    Nay^  some  of  them  doubt 
not  in  plain  terms  to  call  him  an  Apostle  ;  ^  and  though  «oieiir.Aiex. 
St.  Hierome  durst  not  go  so  far  as  that,  yet  he  gives  ®*'^* '*•''* 
him  another  title  but  little  short  of  it ;  he*  tells  us  that  iHieron.  i» 
he  was  an  Apostolic  man,  and  as  Ruffinus  ^  adds,  almost  ,^  |^  Adults 
anApoeUe.  Siii!'' "^ 

6  To  declare  more  particularly  how  he  spent  the  first 
part  of  his  life,  after  his  conversion,  is  neither  necessary 
to  the  design  I  have  now  in  hand,  nor  can  any  certain 
account  be  given  of  it.  Only  as  we  are  told  in  the  gener- 
al, that  he  was  St.  Peter's  disciple,  so  it  may  not  be  im- 
probable that  for  some  time  he  attended  his  motions,  and 
was  subject  to  his  direction. 

7.  But  whatever  he  was,  or  wherever  he  lal)oured 
before,  in  this  I  think  antiquity  is  absolutely  agreed, 
that  he  at  last  became  Bishop  of  Rome ;  and  was 
placed  in  that  See  by  the  express  direction  of  one,  ot 
both  the  Apostles,  St.  Peter  and  Sl  Paul.  To  whom 
he  succeeded,  or  at  what  time  to  fix  his  entrance  on  that 
great  charge,  is  a  point  that  I  suppose  will  never  be  agreed 
upon  among  learned  men.  If  any  could  have  settled 
this  matter  beyond  dispute,  it  had  without  question  been 
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JJj^^"^  done  by  those '  of  our  own  nation,  who  as  they  have  the 
Jf^p'^jj^  latest  searched  with  all  possible  diligence  into  it,  so  nev- 
vSSr\od-  ^^  ^®^®  ^^^^^  ^^y  be^^r  qualified  for  its  determination. 
2!?*d£St.  '^"^  ^  ^b^^^  mutual  disagreement, »  after  all  their  en- 
▼!Num"r*''  deavours  to  fix  this  point,  shews  that  one  of  them  must 
m  Dodweui.  have  been  mistaken :  so  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  suffi- 

Di«ert.  dn. 

foi*  gP'^-  ciently  satisfy  all  sucli  as  shall  consider  the  high  charac- 
ter they  have  so  justly  obtained  both  by  their  learning 
and  judgment  in  these  kind  of  disquisitions,  that  they 
are  points  not  to  be  determined  ;  and  that  he  who  shall 
do  the  best  upon  them,  may  only  be  said  to  have  made 
a  good  guess,  in  a  subject  too  hard  for  any  at  this  dis- 

■Dodwdi    tance  clearly  to  decide.  ^ 

gtti.  cap.  XL  8.  Nor  is  there  any  less  controversy  among  learned 
men  concerning  the  death  of  St.  Clement,  than  there 
has  been  about  the  order  and  time  of  his  succession  to 
his  Bishopric.  That  he  lived  in  expectation  of  martyr- 
dom, and  was  ready  to  have  undergone  it.  should  it  have 

oGtomJipt*- pleased  God  to  have  called  him  to  it,  the  epistle  <>  we 

rinth.  Num.  are  now  speaking  of,  sufficiently  shews  us.  But  that 
he  did  glorify  Gk)d  by  those  particular  sufTerings  which 
some  have  pretended,  is  I  confess  to  me  a  matter  of 
some  doubt     For  first,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 

pDe  Adohe-  Ruflinus  P  is  oue  of  the  first  authors  we  have  that  speaks 

rmtLlb.OrIg.  ,  ' 

q  Hilt  Ee-  of  him  as  a  martyr.     Neither  Busebius  <i  (who  is  usual- 
o.  Si.    *    *  ly  very  exact  in  his  observations  on  such  things,)  nor 
any  of  the  fathers  still  nearer  his  time,  viz.   Iranseus, 
Clemens,  Alexandrinus,  Tertuliian,  &c.  take  any  no- 
tice of  it     And  for  the  account  which  some  others  have 
Addit    *  ad  more  lately  given  us  of  the  manner  of  his  death,  besides 
■ert'    'pot-  that  in  some  parts  it  is  alto^^ether  fabulous ;  it  is  not  im- 
ioii,Nam.8s.  probable,  but  that  as  our  learned  friend  Mr.  Dodwell  r 
•vki.EiMeb.  ^®^  observed,  the  first  rise  of  it  may  have  been  owing 
MvS;  BUn  ^  ^h^ir  confounding  Flavins  Clemens  the  Roman  con- 
St!se«iic!p[sul,  with  Clement,  Bishop  of  Rome  :  who  did  indeed  • 
Sim!*'!^!  sufier  martyrdom  for  the  faith  about  the  time  of  which 
Jjf-  "*«*P-they  speak ;  and  some  other  parts  of  whose  character, 
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such  as  his  relation  to  the  emperor,  and  baaishme&t  in- 
to Pontus,  they  manifestly  ascribe  to  him. 

9,  However,  seeinc:  Eusebius  *  refers  his  death  to  the  tE««fbHiit. 
third  year  of  1  rajan,  famous  for  the  persecution  of  the  iu.  cap.  34. 
church,  and  may  thereby  seem  to  insinuate  that  Clement 

also  then  suffered  aniong  the  rest ;  and  that  Simeon 
Metaphrastes  "  has  given  a  long  and  particular  account  J.^^p^'^,^**^ 
of  his  condemnation  to  the  mines  first,  and  then  of  his  j^^'-  Tom. 
death  following  thereupon ;  as  I  shall  not  determine  any 
thing  against  it,  so  they  who  are  desirous  to  know  what 
is  usually  said  concerning  the  passions  of  this  holy  man, 
may  abundantly  satisfy  their  curiosity  in  this  particular, 
from  the  accurate  collection  of  Dr.  Cave  in  the  life  of  this 
saint ;  too  long  to  be  transcribed  into  the  present  dis- 
course. 

10,  And  this  may  suffice  to  have  been  observed,  in 
short,  concerning  St.  Clement  himself:  as  for  the  epistle 
we  are  now  speaking  of  lo  the  Corinthians,  I  have  al- 
ready taken  notice  how  great  a  value  was  put  upon  it 
in  the  most  primitive  ages  of  the  church,  and  what  a 
mighty  commendation  has  been  left  us  of  it,  by  the  wri- 
ters of  those  times.  Nor  indeed  does  it  at  all  come  short 
of  the  highest  praises  which  they  have  given  to  it ;  be- 
ing a  piece  composed  with  such  an  admirable  spirit  of 
love  and  charity ;  of  zeal  towards  God,  and  concern  for 
the  church  of  Christ ;  of  the  most  excellent  exhorta- 
tions, delivered  with  the  greatest  plainness  and  simplici- 
ty of  speech,  and  yet  pressed  many  times  with  such  mo- 
ving eloquence,  that  I  cannot  imagine  what  could  have 
been  desired  in  such  an  epistle  more  proper  for  the  end 
for  which  it  was  composed  :  what  could  have  been  writ- 
ten more  becoming  an  Apostolical  age,  and  the  pen  of 
one  of  the  most  eminent  Bishops  of  it 

11,  But  that  it  may  be  better  understood  by  those 
who  may  think  fit  to  peruse  it,  there  are  a  few  things 
which  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  in  thb  place  to  observe 
concerning  it 

2» 
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12.  And  the  first  is,  the  occasion  that  was  given  for 
the  writing  of  this  epistle.  For  if  we  have  no  particular 
account  about  what  it  was,  yet  we  may  from  the  subject 
of  it  give  a  very  probable  guess  at  it  When  St.  Paul, 
wrote  his  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  the  two  great 
things  that  seemed  to  have  especially  called  for  it,  were, 
first,  the  divisions  of  that  church  upon  the  account  of 
their  teachers,  and  through  their  vain  conceit  of  their 
own  spiritual  gifts:  and,  secondly,  the  great  mistake 
that  was  getting  in  among  them  concerning  the  nature 
of  the  future  resurrection.  And  although  the  Apostle  by 
his  writing  and  authority  did  at  that  time  put  a  stop  to 
the  one,  and  set  them  right  as  to  the  other ;  yet  it  seems 
after  his  death,  they  began  again  to  fall  not  only  into 
the  same  contentions,  but  also  into  the  same  error,  that 
had  caused  them  so  much  trouble  before. 

13.  This  gave  St.  Clement  occasion  to  write  the  fol- 
lowing epistle  to  them  :  in  which  having  first  taken  no- 
tice of  the  rise  of  those  new  seditions  that  were  broke  out 
among  them,  and  having  exhorted  them  to  a  Christian 
composure  with  regard  to  them,  he  in  the  next  place 
goes  on,  by  many  arguments,  to  establish  the  undoubted 
truth  and  certainty  of  the  future  resurrection  ;  which 
was  the  other  thing  in  which  St  Paul  had  before  ob- 
served them  to  have  been  greatly  and  dangerously  mis- 
taken. 

14.  This  then  was  the  occasion,  and  is  the  main  sub- 
ject and  design  of  the  following  epistle.  But  about  what 
time  it  was  written,  it  is  not  so  easy  to  determine.     Jun- 

zVid.inAii-iusx  supposes  it  was  written  by  St  Clement  in  the 
oieaun^name  of  the  church  of  Rome,  about  two  years  before  hi* 
^  martyrdom,  and  that  from  the  place  of  his  banishment : 

^^^j^  which  also  seems  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  our  learn- 
4^  ed  Mr.  Burton  7  in  his  notes  upon  this  epistle.    Baroni- 

Mi.  ad  Abb!  US  *  places  it  six  or  seven  years  sooner,  about  the  twelfth 
][^^iJ^'  year  of  Domitian.  With  him  Cotelerius  »  agrees,  only 
■S^m^Sl  '  he  supposes  that  the  persecution  was  then  drawing  to- 
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wards  an  end ;    it  being  otherwise   not  probable  that 

each  an  embassy  could  have  been  sent  from  Rome  with 

the  epistle,  as  by  the  remarks  at  the  close  of  it,  we  find 

there  was.     But  Mr.  Dodwell  *»  with  much  greater  pro-  ^  '^^• 

bability,  thinks  it  to  have  been  written  still  sooner,  viz.  JJ/t^'pSiJi 

immediately  after  the  end  of  Nero's  persecution  :  and  to  Jf^'*s5f  *•* 

that  refer  those  troubles  complained  of  by  St.  Clement 

in  the  very  beginning  of  his  epistle  ;  «  and  in  which  heeEptoti6,c.i. 

elsewhere^  speaks  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  as  some  ofaii,m.e.v. 

the  latest  instances  of  any  that  had  died  for  the  sake  of 

their  religion. 

15.  Now  that  which  seems  more  to  countenance  this 
opinion  is,  that  St.  Clement,  in  another  part  of  his  epis- 
tle «  speaks  of  the  temple  service  not  only  as  still  con-eciiap.zii. 
tinuing,  but  as  being  in  such  a  state  as  necessarily  sup- 
poses all  things  to  have  been  still  in  peace  and  quiet  at 
Jerusalem,  from  whence  that  learned  man^  with  great  rnodwei. 
reason  concludes,  that  this  epistle  must  have  been  written  ***•"**'*  ^ 
somewhat  before  the  12th  year  of  Nero,  in  which  the 
Jewish  wars  first  broke  out.     Let  us  add  to  this,  that  in 
the  close  of  this  epistle  we  find  mention  made  of  Fortu- 
natus  «  as  the  person  whom  the  Church  of  Corinth  had  gEpiit.cu«. 
probably  sent  to  Rome  with  an  account  of  their  disasters, 
and  by  whom,  together  with  the  two  delegates  of  their 
own,  the  Roman  Church  returned  this  epistle  to  the  Co- 
rinthians.    Now  Fortunatus  is  expressly  said  by  St. 
Paul  to  have  been  an  old  disciple  in  his  time ;  insomuch 
that  he  places  him  with  Stephanus  who  was  the  first 
fruits  of  Achaia.*    Therefore  we  must  conclude  that ,,  ^^^  ^^^ 
this  epistle  could  not  have  been  written  so  late  as  some  **»  ^^' 
would  have  it,  seeing  this  man  was  not  only  still  alive, 
but  in  a  condition  of  undertaking  so  great  a  journey 
as  from  Corinth  to  Rome :  for  from  thence  it  is  most 
likely  he  was  sent  with  the  letter  of  that  church  to 
Rome ;  and  so  became  the  bearer  of  this  epistle,  which 
was  written  in  the  name  of  the  Church  of  Rome  in  an- 
swer to  it. 
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16.  I  conclude,  then,  that  this  epistle  was  written 
shortly  after  the  end  of  the  persecution  under  Nero,  be- 

^^''•^^j^  tween  the  64th  and  70th  year  of  Christ :  ?  and  that  as 
Bist  Lheiit  ^^^  learned  defender  of  this  period  supposes,  in  the  va- 
*"  S^^n-  ^^^^y  ^f  ^he  See  of  Rome  ;  before  the  promotion  of  St. 
SSuieSpSi-  Clement  to  the  government  of  it  But  of  this  last  cir- 
pW^&c.'  *'  cumstauce,  as  there  is  no  certainty,  so  the  express  au- 
iiBo  PM»-thority  of  Tertuliian,^  that  St.  Clement  was  made 
H^m.  up'  Bishop  of  Rome  by  St.  Peter ;  and  this  delivered  as  the 

tradition  of  the  Roman  Church  in  the  days  that  he 
i  See  Dr.  livcd,  has  inclined  others  ^  rather  to  think  that  he  must 
cit  p.'aM?*^*  have  been  Bishop  of  that  church  when  he  wrote  this 

epistle.     Though  neither  can  thb  be  affiimed  as  certain 

and  indubitable. 

17.  But  this  is  not  all :  there  is  still  a  difficulty  re- 
maining, and  that  of  much  greater  consequence  than 
any  I  have  hitherto  mentioned  :  natnely,  whether  the 
epistle  we  now  have,  is  after  all,  the  genuine  epistle  of 
of  St.  Clement,  so  much  applauded  by  the  ancients ;  so 
long  looked  upon  as  lost  to  us,  and  so  lately  discovered 
in  this  age  ?  and  this  I  mention,  not  that  I  think  there 
is  any  real  occasion  offered  to  incline  us  to  doubt  it ;  but 

k  ctuoTiaf  because  I  find  there  are  some  ^  who  would  seem  still  to 

N.  T.  To.  u.  make  a  question  of  it. 

Grot   b  i     18.  And  here  I  would,  in  the  first  place,  ask  these 

Cor.  p.  250.  * 

YoetiiM  p»-  wary  men,  what  mark  they  can  propose  whereby  to  dis- 
iiOT*  jtc!  tinguish  the  true  work  of  any  ancient  writer,  from  a 
jEwrcit  Mh  false  and  supposititious,  that  does  not  occur  in  the  pre- 
PboNiice.     sent  piece  ? 

ivid.  ooi-  19.  That  St.  Clement  ^  wrote  an  epistle  to  the  Co- 
8odn.To.uirintbians;  that  he  wrote  it  on  the  same  occasion  that 
we  find  eicpressed  in  this  we  now  have ;  that  this  epis- 
tle was  of  so  great  a  reputation,  as  to  be  publicly  read  in 
the  churches,  the  authority  of  the  ancient  Fathers  wUi 
not  suffer  us  to  doubt  That  the  copy  we  now  have  of 
this  epistle  was  taken  from  the  end  of  a  manuscript  of 
the  New  Testament,  written,  as  is  supposed,  not  long 
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after  the  first  general  council  of  Nice,  about  three  hun- 
dred years  after  St.  Clement's  death,  and  at  the  very 
time  that  it  was  read  in  the  churches ;  both  the  learned 
editor  °*  of  it  assures  us,  and  the  manuscript  itself  suffi-m  via.  Jan. 
cienlly  declares.  Now  how  can  it  be  supposed,  that  an  Epiit.  aem. 
epistle  so  famous  in  those  days,  so  well  known  to  every 
Christian  at  that  time,  when  the  very  copy  was  written, 
which  we  at  this  day  have  of  it ;  should  have  been  alone 
concealed  from  the  transcriber  of  this  manuscript  Bible, 
and  a  spurious  piece  introduced  to  supply  the  place 
of  it? 

20.  Nor  is  this  all :  for  if  we  have  not  now  the  true 
copy  of  I  his  epistle,  it  is  manifest  that  neither  had  the 
ancient  Fathers  of  those  first  ages,  a  true  copy  of  it,  for 

the  passages"  which  they  have  quoted,  are  the  verynvid.  Ba- 
same  in  our  epistle  ;  and  so  they  too  were  imposed  u|)on,  Anio.  xcv. 
no  less  than  we  are  in  this  matter. — And  can  this  be 
rationably  supposed?  can  we  think  that  those  great 
inen,  and  diligent  searchers  into  antiquity,  were  ignorant 
of  an  epistle,  not  only  in  every  body's  hands,  but  almost 
in  every  body's  memory,  on  account  of  their  reading 
and  hearing  it  so  often  ? 

21.  But,  let  me  ask  those  who  call  in  question  the 
credit  of  this  excellent  piece,  what  they  find  in  it  either 
imworthy  of  St.  Clement,  or  disagreeable  to  those  times 
in  which  we  suppose  it  to  have  been  written  ?  certainly, 
if  this  be  a  counterfeit  piece,  it  was  not  only  exceeding- 
ly well  done,  but  without  any  design  to  serve  any  party 
or  interest  by  it ;  there  being  nothing  in  the  whole  epis- 
tle that  might  not  have  become  as  excellent  an  age, 
and  as  holy  a  man  as  were  that  age,  and  that  man  in 
which  we  have  all  reason  in  the  world  to  believe  it  was 
composed. 

22.  But  what  then  is  it  that  makes  those  learned  men 

so  unwilling  to  own  this  epistl**,  to  be  the  genuine  work  jyJj^n^^^Sl 
of  that  holy  Bishop  to  whom  we  ascribe  it  ?  it  is  in  short  njce,**pr^M! 
lhis;o  that  the  author  of  this  epistle,  in  proof  of  the  J;*^"*" ''''* 
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possibility  of  a  future  resurrection,  reports  the  story  of 
the  Phoenixes  reviving  out  of  his  own  ashes  ;  which  is 
not  only  a  thing  false  in  itself,  but  unworthy  of  such  a 
person,  as  St  Clement,  to  mention. 

23.  Not  to  say  any  thing  as  to  this  matter,  first,  that 
fi<nh^in«m  Pl^^'^s,  P  a  severe  critic  of  the  ancient  Fathers,  who  first 
«xTi.  p.  306!  started  it  as  a  fault  in  St.  Clement  that  he  made  use  of  this 

as  a  true  observation,  which  it  seems  the  other  looked 
upon  as  a  mere  fable  ;  yet  did  not  think  it  any  objection 
against  the  authority  of  this  epbtle,  which  he  neverthe- 
less acknowledged  to  be  St  Clement's.     Secondly,  that 
the  generality  of  the  ancient  Fathers  have  made  use  of 
the  very  same  instance,  in  proof  of  the  same  point ;  {as 
^JgJgJ^the  learned  Junius  4  has  particularly  shewn  in  his  notes 
gjM^ogrm-  upon  this  passage ;  and  the  authority  of  whose  works 
JJ«-|p|JpJ5;  no  one  yet  ever  called  in  question  upon  that  account  ;) 
vim.    lUm-^  would  only  ask,  in  the  third  place,  what  if  St  Cle- 
jan^ffitefi  ment  really  believed  the  truth  of  what  he  here  wrote 
dam. p. 34.  concerning  this  matter?  that  there  was  suchabiid; 
and  that  he  did  revive  out  of  the  cinders  of  the  body  be- 
fore burnt ;  where  was  the  great  harm  either  in  giving 
credit  to  such  a  wonder :  or  believing  it,  to  make  such  a 
use  as  he  here  does  of  it  ? 

24.  The  truth  is,  whoever  will  consider  both  the  ge- 
neral credit  which  this  story  had  in  those  days  ;  and  the 
particular  accident  which  occurred  not  long  before  the 
time  that  this  epistle  was  written  to  confirm  the  belief 
of  it,  (of  which  one  of  the  most  judicious  of  all  the 

rTftdtiMAii- Roman  historians^  has  left  us  a  large  account ;)  I  refer 
nun.  88.  to  the  PhcBuix  that  was  said  to  have  come  into  Egypt 
a  little  after  the  death  of  Christ,  and  to  have  given  occa- 
sion of  much  discourse  to  the  most  learned  men  both  of 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  concerning  the  very  miracle  of 
which  St.  Clement  here  speaks ;  will  find  it  to  have 
been  no  very  strange  thing  in  this  holy  man  to  have 
suffered  himself  to  be  led  away  with  the  common  opin- 
ion ;  and  to  have  believed  what  so  many  learned  men 
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HAy  among  the  Jews  ■  and  Oenlilee,  *  no  less  than  iJ^-  j^** 
among  the  Christians,  viz.  that  God  was  pleased  to  give  SJSJirtiJ*' 
the  world  this  great  earnest  and  type  of  a  future  resur-  p^SSiSfc 
rection ;  and  to  silence  thereby  the  cavils  of  such  as  ^p^^i, 
should  pretend,  (what  we  know  the  generality  of  the  {^^2^,^^^ 
wise  men  of  the  world  did)  that  it  was  impossible  for  ^^Jf%j^ 
Ood  to  effect  such  a  restitution.  S?  P«»otiu»l 

85.  But  I  insist  too  long  on  so  trifling  an  ol^ection,  p-^os. 
however  magnified  by  some  men  :  and  may,  I  think, 
from  what  I  have  said,  conclude,  that  if  this  be  indeed, 
as  they  «  confess  it  is,  the  greatest  ground  they  have  to  ^  ahii  wfo^ 
call  in  question  the  credit  of  this  epistle,  there  is  then SocikpS^ 
nothing  that  ought  to  move  any  considering  man  to  en-  TaftiMi.i>te- 
tenain  the  least  doubt  or  scruple  concerning  it.  '^'^'^ 

26.  There  are  indeed  two  other  exceptions  which 
Photius'  has  made  against  St.  Clement  upon  the  ac- x  PbocHBi bt 
count  of  the  epistle,  which  he  looked  upon  as  unques- 
tionably his :  one  is  that  he  speaks  in  it  of  the  worlds 
beyond  the  ocean ;  the  other  is,  that  he  seems  not  to  h»ve 
written  BO  honorably  as  might  have  been  thought  proper 

upon  the  divinity  of  our  blessed  Saviour.    But  as  the 
latter  of  these  is  but  a  mere  cavil  against  this  holy  man, 
*who  not  only  in  his  other  epistle  expressly  asserts  the 
divine  nature  of  Christ,  but  even  in  this  speaks  in  such 
a  manner  of  him,  as  shews  him  to  be  much  more  than 
a  mere  creature ;  7  so  in  the  former  he  said  nothing  but .  ipj^^,  ^ 
what  was  agreeable  both  to  the  notions  and  language  Btah^'aSlii! 
of  the  times  in  which  he  lived ;  when  it  was  common  g^^^ 
to  call  the  British  Isles,  another  world,  or  as  St.  Clement  q^^^  ^' 
here  styles  them,  the  worlds  beyond  the  ocean.  £Su"m  tSkt 

27.  And  these  I  think  are  the  chief  exceptions  that  ^'■■^**'' 
have  been  raised  against  the  following  epistle;   and 
which  however  they  may  be  insisted  upon  in  these  In!- 

ler  times,  yet  they  did  not  hinder  the  first  and  best  ages 
of  the  church,  when  men  were  less  curious,  but  mueh 
nore  pious  than  they  now  are,  from  putting  a  wry 
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great  value  upon  it.  Nor  will  they,  I  presume,  have 
any  ipore  weight  with  serious  and  ingenious  persons  at 
the  present  time :  nor  hinder  them  from  esteeming  it  a 
very  great  blessing  to  our  present  times,  that  a  work  so 
highly  esteemed  among  the  ancient  Fathers,  but  so 
long,  and  it  was  justly  feared,  irrecoverably  lost  to 
these  latter  ages,  was  at  last  so  happily  found  out^  for 
the  increase  and  confirmation  both  of  our  faith  and 
charity. 

28.  Now  the  manner  of  its  discovery  and  publication 
was  this.  It  happened  about  the  beginning  of  the  last 
age,  that  Cyril,  Patriarch  of  Alexandria,  being  removed 
from  thence  to  Constantinople,  brought  with  him  a  great 
number  of  books  to  that  place.  Among  the  rest  he  had 
a  very  ancient  manuscript  copy  both  of  the  old  Septua- 
gint,  and  of  the  new  Greek  Testament,  written  about 
fli?*juir'to  f^"^  hundred  years  after  Christ.  *  This  he  sent,  as  the 
******  most  valuable  present  that  he  was  possessed  of,  to  our 

late  royal  sovereign  king  Charles  the  first,  by  Sir  Tho- 
mas Roe,  his  majesty's  ambassador  at  that  time  at  the 
Poll.     Being  thus  brought  into  England,  and  placed 
in  the  royal  library  at  St.  James',  Mr.  Patrick  Young, 
the  learned  keeper  of  the  king's  library  at  that  time,  dis' 
covered  this  epistle,  with  part  of  another,  at  the  end  of 
the  New  Testament ;  and  was  thereupon  commanded 
by  his  majesty  to  publish  it  for  the  benefit  of  ibe  world. 
This  he  accordingly  did,  with  a  Latin  translation,  and 
jAmo^t.  notes  at  Oxford,  in  the  year  1633.    It  was  not  long  *  after 
that  a  very  learned  man,  and  a  great  master  of  the 
Greek  tongue,  Mr.  William  Burton,  translated  it  into 
English ;  and  publbhed  it  very  accurately,  and  with 
new  annotations  of  his  own  upon  it.    This  I  had  not 
seen  till  the  first  sheets  of  the  present  edition  were  sent 
kCditCoio-^  the  press;  nor  had  I  any  other  knowledge  either  of 
iT^  Cm.  that,  or  of  the  author,  than  what  I  found  in  the  accounts 
toCtell?^' given  by  our  late  Reverend  Dr.  Cave,*>  and  Monsieur 
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'Oolomesius^  of  the  one.  and  by  our  laborious  antiquary,  i^|?*^J^ 
Mr.    A.  Wood  «  of  the  other ;  in  his  useful  collection  [Jj^li*,  *^; 
of  the  lives  and  writings  of  our  modern  authors.  'And  *"*-'•*"*• 
ithough  I  believe  that  whoever  will  take  the  pains  tooiomaMrt 
compare  the  two  translations  togettlei^  may  find  them 
generally  agreeing  as  to  the  sense ;  yet  there  will  other- 
wise appear  sudh  manifest  differences  between  them,  as 
may   abundantly  satisfy  any  impartial  person,  that  I 
tiave  trtjly  translated  it  from  the  original  Greek,  and  not 
ifeviaed  only  Mr.  Burton's  edition  of  it 
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CHAP.  I. 

He  eoWDendi  them  6>r  their  excellent  order  and  pietj  in  Christ,  be- 
ihte  their  schism  broke  out. 

THE  Church  of  God  which'  is  at  Rome,  J ^.^b^ 
to  the  Church  of  God  which  '  is  at  Corinfli,  JJj^^  ^ 
*  elect,  sanctified,  *  by  the  will  of  God,  through  J^JJ-  ^  •• 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  :  grace  and  peace  from 
the  Almighty  God,  by  Jesus  Christ,  be  multi-dSMBhuop 
plied  unto  you.  *  ^"SS'uns 

2  If  Brethren,  the  ^  sudden  and  unexpected  %?ik«iijf^ 
dangets  and  calamities  that  have  fallen  upoue  ibu. 
OS,  have,  we  fear,  made  us  the  more  slow  in 

our  consideration  of  those  things  which  you 
inquired  of  us  t 

3  'As  also  of  that  wicked  and  detestable  se-^  ^^ 
dition,  so  'unbecominjg  the  elect  of  God,j^'-^«™Hs 
which  a  few  heady  and  self-willed  men  have 
fomented  to  sncft  a  degree  of  madness,  that 

your  venerable  and  renowned  name,  so  wor- 
thy of  all  men  to  be  beloved,  is  greatly  blas^ 
phemed  thereby. 

4  For  who  that  has  **  evet  been  among  you  5,^';{;^ 
bofi  not  experimented  the   firmness  of  your 


faith,  '  and  its  fruitfulness  in  all  good  works ;  wtthllm^ 
afid  admired  the  temper  and  moderation  of;;^^;^'^  "^ 
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your  religion  in  Christ ;  and  published  abroadE 
the  magnificence   of  your  hospitality;    and 
thought  you  happy  in  your  perfect  and  certain' 
►   ■     '     knowledge  of  the  Gospel? 

•  5  For  ye  did  all  things  without  respect  of 

I  «^        persons,  and  walked  ^  according  to  the  law&  of 

God ;  being  subject  to  those  who  had  the  rule' 

over  you,  and  giving  the  honour  that  was  fit- 

tmifejteii.  ting  to  such  as  were  the  ^  aged  among  you. 

6  Ye  commanded  the  young  men  to  think 
those  things  that  were  modest  and  grave. 

7  The  women  ye  exhorted  to  do  all  things 
with  an  unblameable,  and  seemly,  and  pure 
conscience ;    loving  their  own  husbands,  as 

icwion,nii«.^^s  fitting;  and  that,  keeping  themselves 
2,^jj,^''*J^ within  the  'bounds  of  a  due  obedience,  they 
S^tlM^id  should  °*  order  their  houses  gravely  with  all 

Mot  Juniiin  n  disCrCtiOD. 

Inc^  SKII  8  *"  Ye  were  all  of  yoa  humble  minded,  not 
?ipw  T.s.  **  boasting  of  any  thing ;  de^ring  rather  to  be 
f XJtaSfi. 35. s^ibj^ct  thaa  to  govern ;  to  *»give  than  to  re- 
;  ^^^^;j^  ccivc  ;  being  '  content  with  the  portion  God 
tUViX  l^ad  dispensed  to  you : 

Mia9,,-ir«.  9  And  hearkenmg  diligently  to  his  wordy 
ortbtff  Ad'ye  ■  were  enfctrged  in  your  bowels,  having  hi» 

ditto  Btobopf        -p     .  1      °        I      r  ° 

Buirj^^uef.  *  suifemngs  always  before  your  eyes. 

•0.  w.  *  **      10  Thus  a  firm,  and  "  blessed,  and  profita- 

f.  iM/»«.  j^j^  p^ace  was  given  unto  you  ^  and  an  unsa- 

tiable  desire  of  doing  good ;  and  a  plentiful 

effusion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  upon  ail  of 

you. 

t^or^f-     1 1  And  being  full  of ""  good  designs,  ye  did 

Soi.^?  with  "^  great  Peadiness  of  mind,  and  with  a  re- 
ligious confidence,  stretch  forth  your  hands  to 
God  Ahniglity ;  beseeching  him  to  be  merciful 
unto  you,  if  in  any  thing  ye  had  unwillingly 
sinned  against  him. 

12  Ye  contended  day  and  night  for  the 
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whole  brotberbood ;  that  'with  oompassion,^^X 
and  a  good  conscience,  the  number  of  his  ^^'^ 
elect  might  be  saved. 

13  Ye  were  sincere,  and  without  offence  to- 
wards each  other ;  not  mindful  of  injuries :  all 
sedition  and  schism  was  an  abomination  unto 
jou. 

14  Ye  bewailed  every  one  his  neighbour's 
sins,  esteeming  their  defects  your  own. 

15  Ye  y  were  kind  one  to  another  without  ^1^*1511 
grudging  ;  being  ready  to  every  good  work.  aT^wt 
And  being  adorned  with  a  conversation  alto-K*'^"'"- 
gether  virtuous  and  religious,  ye  did  all  things  ''*~'''*'* 
in  the  fear  of  God  ;  whose  '  commandments 

were  written  upon  the  tables  of  your  heart. 


CHAP.  XL 

How  their  diviaioni  befaa. 

ALL  honour  and  enlargement  was  given 
onto  you  ;  and  so  was  fulfilled  that  which  is 
written. ' My  beloved  did  eat  and  drink,  he ix* 
WES  enlarged,  and  waxed  fat,  and  he  kicked* 

2  From  hence  came  emulation,  and  envy,  ^  ^^ 
and  strife,  and  sedition ;  persecution  and  ^dis-  ^^i!^ 
<Mrder,  war  and  captivity. 

3  So  they  who  were  of  no  renown,  lifted 
up  themselves  against  the  honourable ;  those 
of  no  reputation,  against  those  thatwere  in  re- 
^>cct ;  the  foolish  against  the  wise ;  the  jpoung 
men  agaimt  the  ag^. 

4  Therefore  righteousness  and  peace  are 
departed  from  you,  because  every  one  hath 
forsaken  the  fbar  of  God ;  aoad  is  ffrown  blind 
in  his  faith ;  nor  walketh  by  the  rule  of  GkxPs 
comman4meixt8,  nor  liveui  m^  is  fitting  in 
Christ: 
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^wiik«th  5  g^^  ev^ty  one  *  follows  his  own  wicked 
lusts ;  having  taken  up  an  unjust  and  wicked 
envy,  by  which  deatii  first  entered  into  the 
world. 


CHAP.  III. 

Envy  and  emulation  the  original  of  all  strife  and  disorder.    Exam- 
pies  of  the  mischiefs  they  have  occasioned. 

^Geii.iv.3,  poii  thus  it  is  written,  ^  And  in  process  of 
time  it  came  to  pass,  that  Cain  brought  of  the 
fruit  of  the  ground  an  offering  unto  the  Lord. 
And  Abel,  he  also  brought  of  the  firstlings  of 
his  flock,  and  of  the  fat  thereof : 

2  And  the  Lord  had  respect  unto  Abel,  and 
to  his  offering.  But  unto  Cain,  and  unto  his 
offering,  he  had  not  respect.  And  Cain  was 
very  sorrowful,  and  his  countenance  fell. 

3  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Cain,  Why  art 
thou   sorrowful  ?    And   why  is  thy  counte- 

Jd!n?  7o  nance  fallen  ?     '  If  thou  shalt  offer  aright,  but 
***•*"•      not  divide  aright,  hast  thou  not  sinned  ?    Hold 
fkwoarpoipf,  thy  peace  :  unto  thee  shall  be  his  ^  desire,  and 
thou  shalt  rule  over  him. 

4  And  Cain  said  unto  Abel  his  brother.  Let 
us  go  down  into  the  field.  And  it  came  to 
pass  as  they  were  in  the  field,  that  Cain  rose 
up  against  Abel  his  brother,  and  slew  him. 

5  1  e  see,  brethren,  how  envy  and  omula- 
*  Fniiricido.  tion  wrought  *  the  death  of  a  brother.  For 
li^n^yiii,  **  this  our  father  *  Jacob  fled  from  the  face  of 

his  brother  Esau. 

jGcn.xxxvii.  6  It  was  this  that  caused  ^  Joseph  to  be  per- 
secuted even  unto  death,  and  to  come  into 

*"*~'""  bondage.  Envy  forced  ''Moses  to  flee  from 
the  face  of  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  when  he 

lEiod.  11.14.  heard  his  own  countrymen  ask  him,  'Who 
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made  thee  a  judge,  and  a  ruler  over  us  ?  Wilt 
thou  kill  me,  as  thou  didst  the  Egyptian  yes- 
terday ? 

7  Through  envy  Aaron  and  Miriam  were 
"shut  out  of  the  camp,  from  the  rest  of  the^*  Made  v> 
congregation,  seven  days.  xiSb.  Idt 

8  Emulation   "sent  Dathan    and    Abiram n^Brought. 
quick  into  "^the  grave,  because  they  raised  up«H«d«. 
a  sedition  against  Moses,  the  servant  of  God. 

9  For  this  David   **was  not  only  hated  ofjj^^'jj; 
strangers,  but  was  persecuted  even  by  Sauljj}j*^ 
the  king  of  Israel. 


not 


10  But  ^'not  to  insist  upon  ancient  exam- J,„2i° 
pies,  let  us  come  to  those  '  worthies  that  have  i„t,^^w,^: 
been  nearest  to  us  ;  and  take  the  brave  exam-  ^*"' 
pies  of  our  own  age. 

1 1  Through  zeal  and  envy,  •  the  most  faith-  ful  wdmJi 
ful  and  righteous  pillars  of  the  church  have  "«'''*^"*- 
been  persecuted  even  to  the  most  grievous 
deaths. 

12  Let  us  set  before  our  eyes  the   'Holy'  ^~^ 
Apostles :    Peter  by   unjust  envy  underwent 

not  one  or  two,  but  many   "  sufferings  ;  ""  till, "  AiJ^i"* 
at  last,   being  martyred,  he  went  to  the  place 
of  glory  that  was  due  unto  him. 

13  Tor  the  same  cause,  did  Paul  in  like"  "'''*'^- 
manner  receive  the  reward  of  his  patience. 
Seven  times  ""  he  was  in  bonds  ;  he  was  whip-  bome^^JS 
ped,  was  stoned;    he  preached   both  in  the &?.** ***"***** 
East  and  in  the  West ;  ^  leaving  behind  him  ^^*e'^*'' 
the  glorious  report  of  his  faith  : 

14  And  so  having  taught  the  whole  world 
righteousness,  and  for  that  end  travelled  even 
to  the  utmost  bounds  of  the  West,  he  at  last 
suffered  martyrdom  *  by  the  command  of  the '  vide  Pear- 

•^  son   de  luo- 

governors,  ceM,c.vui.^ 

15  And  departed  out  of  the  world,  and  went  ^ 
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unto  his  holy  place ;  being  become  a  mc«C 
eminent  pattern  of  patience  unto  all  agea, 
l/fr  \T^  16  To  these  '  Holy  Apostles  were  joined  a 
g!uU}«d  to^very  great  number  of  others,  who,  baling 
*'*'***'  through  envy  undergone  in  like  manner  many 
J^S^';  pains  and  torments,  have  **  left  a  glorious. ex<^ 

•  Envy.         17  For  "^  this  not  only  xobu.  but  womeii4 

d  The  namet «  ,  t       a  t     t         •  rv         i 

ofDanaeand  have  bccu  pcrsccuted  :  ^  and  haying  suneced 
^^janiui  very  grievous  and  *  cruel  punishments,  have 
^*<^«i^  finished  the  course  of  their  faith  with  firm- 
loments.  ^''ness ;  and  though  weak  in  body,  yet  received 

a  glorious  reward. 

LSiSn.*     18-  ^This  has  alienated  the  minds  even  of 

women  from   their  husbands;  and   changed 

what  was  once  said  by  our  father  Adam ; 

«,g«i  ii  S3.g  Tijjg  -g  jj^^  jjQjj^  ^f  jjjy  bone,  and  fieshi  of 

my  flesh. 

1 9  In  a  word,  envy  and  strife  have  over- 
A  oieat.    turned  **  whole  cities,  and  rooted  out  great  na^ 
tions  from  off  the  earth. 


€HAP.  IV. 

He  exhorts  them  to  live  hf  the  rales,  and  repent  o<  their  divioioiMi^ 
and  they,ebaU  be  forgiveiu 

THESE  things,  beloved,  we  *  write  unto 
/imuucdnf  you,  not  only  ^  tor  your  instruction,  but  also 
J^li^ior  our  own  remembrance. 
inaeeofen-     2  For  we  are  all  in  the  same  ^ lists,  and  the 
r"toio«Hi  same  combat  is  *  prepared  for  us  all. 
iqK»u.aii.      3  Wherefore  let  us  lay  aside  all  vain  and 
empty  cares ;  and  let  us  come  up  to  the  glo- 
rious and  venerable  rulie  of  our  holy  calling. 
*iTiikvA     4  ""Let  us  consider  what  is  good,  and  ac- 
ceptable, and  well  pleasing  in  the  sigjit  of  him 
that  made  us. 
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• 

5  Let  us  look  steadfastly  to  the  blood  of 
Christ,  and  see  how  precious  his  blood  is  in 
the  sight  of  God  :  which,  being  shed  for  our 
salvation,  "  has  obtained  the  grace  of  repen^  iC^Tj**"' 
tance  for  all  the  world. 

6  Let  us  °  search  into  all  the  ages  that  have  JeiJ^** 
gone  before  us ;  and  let  us  learn  that  our  Lord 

has  p  in  every  one  of  them  stiil  given  place  J^^f^'j;"'** 
for  repentance  to  all  such  as  would  **turn  to'  Beturnt*. 
him. 

7  '  Noah  preached  repentance ;  and  as  ma-  ce^wl"** 
ny  as  hearkened  to  him  were  saved.    'Jonah'  '<»•«*■ 
denounced  destruction  against  the  Ninevites. 

8  Howbcit  they,  repenting  of  their  sins,  ap- 
peased God  by  their  prayers,  and  '  were  saved,  J^JJSJj^ 
though  they  were  strangers  to  the  covenant  of 

God. 

9  IF  Hence  we  find  how  all  the  ministers  of 
the  ^ace  of  God  have  spoken  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  repentance.    And  even  the  Lord  of 

all  has  himself  "  declared  with  an  oath  con- "  "p***^ 
cerning  it ; 

10.  ^Asl  live,  saith  the  Lord,  I  desire  not  j,*^-**«» 
the  death  of  a  sinner,  "^  but  that  he  should  Te-"^^;^ 
pent.     Adding  further  this  good  sentence,  say-  «*««•• 
ing,  *  Turn  from  your  iniquity,  O  house  of  Is-;^^«; 
rael.  xTiuIasa. 

11  y  Say  unto  the  children  of  ^7  People,  j^i«ij«»j^ 
Though  your  sins  should  reach  from  earth  to       '  * 
heaven ;  and  though   they  should  be  redder 

than  scarlet,  and  blacker  than  sackcloth,  yet 
if  ye  shall  turn  to  me  with  all  your  heart,  and 
shall  call  me  Father,!  will  hearken  to  you,  as 
to  a  holy  people. 

12  And  in  another  place  he  saith  on  this 

wise  :  '  Wash  ye,  make  you  clean  ;  put  av^ay  '^^^ 
•  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine .  ^^  f^^ 
eyes ;  cease  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well ;  seek  J'^* 
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judgment;  relieve  the  oppressed,  judge  the 
fatherless,  plead  for  the  widow. 

13  Come  now  and  let  us  reason  together, 
saith  the  Lord  :  though  your  sins  be  as  scar- 
let, they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow ;  though 

uIS^wMiSthey  be  red  as  crimson,  ""they  shall  be  as 
-WOOL      ^^^^1^ 

14  If  ye  be  willing  and  obedient,  ye  shall 
eat  the  good  of  the  land ;  but,  if  ye  refuse  and 
rebel,  ye  shall  be  devoured  with  the  sword ; 
for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it. 

15  These  things  has  God  estabHshed  by  his 
almighty  will,  desiring  that  all  liis  beloved 
should  come  to  repentance. 

CHAP.  V. 

He  gets  before  tkem  the  examples  of  ho\y  men  whose  piety  is  re- 
corded in  the  Scriptures. 

WHEREFORE letus  obey  his  excellent  and 
rappuanti ^glorious  will ;  and  ""  imploring  his  mercy  and 
d  Turn  our- gooducss,  Ict  US  fall  dowu  upou  our  faces  be« 
mZTy!^  ""fore  him,  and  ^  cast  ourselves  upon  his  mercy ; 
boJ.**"  **■  laying  aside  all  •  vanity,  and  contention,  and 

envy  which  leads  unto  death. 

2  Let  us  look  up  to  those  who  have  the 

most  perfectly  ministered  to  his  excellent  glo^ 

ry.  Let  us  take  Enoch  for  our  example ;  who 
^^j^^j^  being  found  righteous  in  obedience,  was 
l^Sitfi  '  translated,  and  his  death  was  not  '  known. 
foJi-vLvu.  3-  Noah  *  being  proved  to  be  faithful,  did 
^^  by  his  ministry  preach  'regeneration  to  the 
iDmnity.    "^^^Id  ;  aud  the  Lord  saved  by  him  all  the  liv* 

ing  creatures,  that  went  ^  with  one  accord  to- 
*  jsmw  ji.  gather  into  the  ark. 
^^iMiah     4  *  Abraham,  who  was  called  Grod's  friend, 

was  in  like  manner  found  faithful ;  inasmuch 
I  wortfc     as  he  obeyed  the  '  commands  of  God. 
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5  By  obedience   "he  went  out  of  his  own"*"^***""**"- 
country,  and  from  his  own  kindred,  and  from 

his  father's  house ;  that  so  forsaking  a  small 
country,  and  a  weak  affinity,  and  a  little  house, 
be  might  inherit  the  promises  of  God. 

6  For  thus  God  said  unto  him  :  "Get  thec"^^"-^*'* 
out  of  thy  country,  and  from  thy  kindred,  and 

from  thy  father's  house,  unto  a  land  which  I 
will  show  thee. 

7  And  I  will  make  thee  a  great  nation,  and 
I  will  bless  thee,  and  make  thy  name  great,  and 
thou  shalt  be  blessed.  And  I  will  bless  them 
that  bless  thee,  and  curse  them  that  curse  thee ; 
and  in  thee  shall  all  families  of  the  earth  bo 
blessed. 

8  And  again,   when  he  separated  himself 

from  Lot,  God  said  unto  him,  "Lift  up  nowj^<^  **»*- 
thine  eyes,  and  look  from  the  place  where  thou 
art,  northward  and  southward,  and  eastward 
and  ^westward:  for  all  the  land  which  thou ^j^^^owwdf 

seest,  to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  for- 
ever. 

9.  And  I  will  make  thy  seed  as  the  dust  of 
the  earth,  so  that  if  a  man  can  number  the  dust 
of  the  earth,  then  shall  thy  seed  also  be  num- 
bered. 

10  And  again  he  saith  :  And  '  God  brought'  <^«°«^»- 
forth  Abraham,  and  said  unto  him,  Look  now 
towards  heaven,  and  tell  the  stars,  if  thou  be 

able  to  number  them  :  so  shall  thy  seed  be. 

11  And  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was 
counted  to  him  for  righteousness. 

12  Through  faith  and  hospitality,  '  he  had  a^^^~"™ 
son  given  him  in  his  old  age;    and  through**'"* 
obedience  he  offered  him  up  in  sacrifice  to 

God,  upon  one  of  the  mountains  which  God 
showed  unto  him. 
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€HAP.  VI. 

Andfimrticalai'ly  such  m  have  been  eminent  for  their  kindness  ami 
charity  to  their  neighbours. 

*G«i.3rix.  4  BY  •  hospitality  and  godliness  was  Lot  sa- 
judtl'"*  *  ved  out  -of  Sodom,  when  all  the  country  round 
IWkl^.w ahout  was  'destroyed  by  fire  and  brimstone 

punitiied  _         -        -         -       .  •  .  . « 

viUi. 


2  The  Lord  thereby  making  it  manifest, 


that  he  will  not  forsake  those  that  trust  in  him ;  ' 

tiJf°*  *?iJJS  but "  will  bring  the  disobedient  to  punishment 
fc?JJS|'22^'  and  correction. 

3  For  his  wife,  who  went  out  with  him,  be- 
^«iiiooii-  jjig  ^f  ^  different  mind,  'and  not  continuing  in 

•  Put  for  a  the  same  obedience,  was  for  that  reason  *  set 
*****         forth  for  an  example,  being  turned  into  a  pil- 
lar of  salt  unto  this  day. 

4  That  so  all  mefl  may  know,  that  those  who 
are  double  minded  and  distrustful  of  the  pow- 

•  Baeone.   er  of  God,  Rte  '  prepared  for  condemnation, 

and  to  be  a  sign  to  aU  succeeding  ages. 
»  j«*.iLi,  5  "^  By  faith  and  hospitality  was  llahab  the 
harlot  saved.  For  when  the  spies  were  sent 
by  Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  to  search  out  Jeri- 
cho, and  the  king  of  J«richo  knew  that  they 
»  He  rent  wcrc  comc  to  spy  out  his  country,  he  '  sent 
*~*     take  men  to  take  them,  that  so  they  might  be  put  to 


them*     thai   ,       ^, 
being  taken,  death. 

•  Therefore     6  '  Rahab,  thcrcforc,  being  hospitable,  re- 
^  ^      ceived  them,  and  hid  them  under  the  stalks  of 


flax,  on  the  top  of  her  house^ 

^ »  Mia  being     7  Aud  whcu  the  *  messengers  that  were  sent 

S|(,  **^i3  by  the  king  came  unto  her,  and  asked  her,  say- 

r/odLU3.  ing,  'There  came  men  unto  thee  to  spy  out 

the  land,  bring  them  forth,  for  so  hath  the  king 
^ iud.4, 5.  commanded  ;  she  answered,   ''The  two  men 

whom  ye  seek  came  unto  mo,  but  presently 
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^hey  departed,  and  are  gone:  'Not  discover- JecJLn* fil- 
ing them  unto  them-  ^"  *"  ^'^^ 

8  Then  she  said  to  the  ^  spies,  'I  know  that^jo^b^o, 
the  Lord  your  God  *  has  given  this  city  into  J^^ijen  yo« 
your  hands ;  for  the  fear  of  you  is  fallen  upon 

all  that  dwell  therein.     When,  therefore,  ye 

«hall  have  taken  it,  '  ye  shall  save  me  and  my  •^«»»»-  «-^ 

father's  house. 

9  And  they  answered  her,  saying,  It  shall 

be  as  thou  hast  spoken  unto  us  ;  ^  Therefore,^ ">'*>•  ^^''^ 
when  thou  shalt  know  that  we  are  near,  thou 
shalt  gather  all  thy  family  together  upon  the 
house-top,  and  they  shall  be  saved :  but  all 
that  shall  be  found  without  thy  house,  shall  be 
destroyed, 

10  *  And  they  gave  her  moreover  a  sign  •*it>id.i8. 
that  she  should  hang  out  of  her  house  a  scar- 
let rope ;  '  showing  thereby,  that  by  the  blood  pJ'J.eJs^hiJc 
of  our  Lord,  there  should  be  redemption  to  all  J^pjif^**  JJ;;j 
that  believe  and  hope  in  God.     Ye  see,  belov-  U^^^f  "^^ 
ed,  how  there  was  not  only  faith,  but  prophe-**'*^'-'"**^ 
cy  too  in  this  woman. 

CHAP.  VIL 

What  rules  are  given  for  this  purpose. 

LET  us,  therefore,  humble  ourselves, breth- 
ren, laying  aside  all  pride,  and  boasting,  and 
foolishness,  and  anger:  and  let  us  do  as  it  is 
written. 

2  For  thus  saith  the  Holy  Spirit ;  *"  Let  not »» jer.  u. » 
the  wise  man  glory  in  his  wisdom,  nor  thexLa!!^^^ 
-strong  man  in  his  strength,  nor  the  rich  man 

in  his  riches ;  but  let  him  that  glorieth,  glory 
in  the  Lord,  to  seek  him,  and  to  do  judgment 
^nd  justice. 

3  Above  all,  remembering  the  words  of  the 

4 
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*^ Teaching Lq^j  Jbsus,  wMch  hc  spake  "concerning 
oForihuihe equity  and  long-fuffering,  "saying, 
^Lukevi.38.  4  ''  Be  ye  merciful,  and  ye  shall  obtain  mer- 
cy :  forgive,  and  ye  shall  be  forgiven ;  as  ye 
do,  so  shall  it  be  done  unto  you  ;  as  ye  give, 
so  shall  it  be  given  unto  you  ;  as  ye  judge,  so 
shall  ye  be  judged ;  as  ye  are  kind  to  others, 
so  shall  God  be  kind  to  you  ;  with  what  mea- 
sure ye  mete,  with  the  same  shall  it  be  mea- 
sured to  you  again, 

5  By  this  command,  and  by  these  rules,  let 
us  establish  ourselves,  that  so  we  may  always 
walk  obediently  to  his  holy  words;  being  hum- 
ble minded : 
t  Holy  word,     g  for  SO  says  '  the  Holy  Scripture ;  '  upon 

•-IUUlXVi.8.        I  L     II    T   1         1  1^-        ^u     I-  '^ 

whom  shall  I  look,  even  upon  him  that  is  poor 
and  of  a  contrite  spirit,  and  that  trembles  at 
my  word, 

•  Holy.  7  IT  It  is,  therefore,  just  and  *  righteous, 

men  and  brethren,  that  we  should  become  obe- 
dient unto  God,  rather  than  follow  such  as 

t  In.  '  through  pride  and  sedition,  have  made  them- 
selves the  ring-leaders  of  a  detestable  emula- 
tion. 

8  For  it  is  not  an  ordinary  harm  that  we 
shall  do  ourselves,  but  rather  a  very  groat  dan- 
ger that  we  shall  run,  if  we  shall  rashly  give 
up  ourselves  to  the  wills  of  men,  who  "  pro- 

]^k  on  to.  mote  strife  and  seditions,  to  turn  us  aside  from 
Ann.      "'that  which  is  fitting. 

9  But  let  us  be  kind  to  one  another,  accoi-d- 
ing  to  the  compassion  and  sweetness  of  him 
that  made  us. 

L^»         10  For  it  is  written,   '  The  merciful  shall 

™^^^j^  inherit  the  6artli;  and  they  thM  are  without 

evil  shall  be  left  upon  it :  *  but  the  tiransgrtte- 

sors  shall  perish  from  off  the  face  of  it. 

llaj^^     11  And  again  he  saith,  'I  have  seen  tho 
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wicked  in  great  power,  and  spreading;* himself 
like  the  cedars  of  Libanus.  I  passed  by,  and 
lo  he  was  not;  I  sought  his  place,  but  it  could 
Dot  be  found. 

12  Keep  innocency,  and  do  the  thing  that  is 
right ;  for  there  shall  be  a  remnant  to  the 
peaceable  man. 

13  Let  us,  therefore,  hold  fast  to  those  who 

'  religiously  follow  peace ;  and  not  to  such  as  gionorg^- 
'  only  pretend  to  desire  it.  "*^iih  hy- 

14  For  he  saith  in  a  certain  place,  '  This  r^'"^ 
people  honoureth  me  with  their  lips,  but  their  V*^  p^ 
heart  is  far  from  me.  *""*^' 

15  And  again.  They  ^bless  with  their  mouth,*  "**^ 
'  but  curse  in  their  heart  '  ^^""*** 

16  And  again  he  saith,   '^  They  loved  himf„^^ 
with  their  mouth,  and  with  their  tongue  they  ^• 

lied  to  him.  For  their  heart  was  not  right 
with  him,  neither  were  they  faithful  in  his  cov- 
enant. 

17  •  Let  all  deceitful  lips  become  dumb,  and'"***"^^ 
the  tongue  that  speaketh  proud  things.     Who 

have  said,  ^  With  our  tongue  will  we  prevail ;  4^;„y  "JJJ 
our  lips  are  our  own,  who  is  Lord  over  us  ?   ***"«**•• 

18  For  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  for  the 
sighing  of  the  needy,  now  will  1  arise,  saith 
the  Lord ;  I  will  set  him  in  safety,  I  will  deal 
confidently  with  him. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

He  adyisei  them  to  be  humble  ;  and  that,  from  the  examples  of  Je* 
■08  and  of  holy  men  in  all  agea. 

FO  R  Christ  is  theirs  who  are  humble,  and 
not  who  exalt  themselves  over  his  flock.  The 
sceptre  of  the  majesty  of  God,  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  came  not  in  the  '  show  of  pride  and  ar- ' ' 
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J^'^p^^rogance,  *  though  he  could  have  Jone  so  ;  but 
^8h'^  be  with  humility,  as  the  Hol3r  Ghost  had  before- 
^  spoken  concerning  him, 

iiM  IIII.W-     2  For  thus  he   saith,  Lord,   'who  hath  be- 
SJ^nlbre^Keved  our  report,  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of 
the  Lord  revealed  ?     For  he  shall  grow  up  be- 
fore him  as  a  tender  plant,  and  as  a  root  out 
of  a  dry  grouiid. 

3  He  hath  no  form  nor  comeliness,  and 
when  we  shall  see  him,  there  is  no-  beauty  that 
we  should  desire  him, 

4  He  is  despised  and  rejected  of  men  j  a 
man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief. 

5  And  we  hid,  as  it  were,  our  faces  from 
him ;  he  was  despised,  and  we  esteemed  himr 
not. 

6  Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  car- 
ried our  sorrows:  yet  we  did  esteem  him* 
stricken,  smitten  of  God,  and  afflicted, 

7  But  he  was  wounded  for  our  transgres- 
sions ;  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities  ;  the 
chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him;  and 
with  hi»  stripes  we  are  healed, 

8  All  we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray ;  we 
have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way,  and 
the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  ufir 
alh 

9  He  was  oppressed,  and  he  was  afflicted,, 
yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth  :  he  is  brought 
as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter  ;  and  as  a  sheep  be* 
fore  her  shearers  is  dumb,  so  he  opened  not 
his  mouth, 

10  He  was  taken  from  prison,  and  from 
judgment ;  and  who  shall  declare  his  genera- 
tion ?  For  he  was  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of 
tl>e  living ;  for  the  transgression  of  my  peo- 
ple was  he  stricken. 

1 1  And  he  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked^ 
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and  with  the  rich  in  his  death }  because  he 
had  done  no  violence,  neidier  was  any  deceit 
in  his  mouth. 

12  Yet  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise  him  ; 
he  hath  put  him  to  grief :  when  thou  shalt 
make  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin,  he  shall  see 
his  seed,  he  shall  prolong  his  days ;  and  the 
pleasure  of  the  Lord  shall  prosper  in  his  hand. 

13  He  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul 
and  shall  be  satisfied  ;  by  his  knowledge  shall 
my  righteous  servant  justify  many :  for  he 
shall  bear  their  iniquities. 

14  Therefore  will  I  divide  him  a  portion 
with  the  great,  and  he  shall  divide  the  spoil 
with  the  strong ;  because  he  hath  poured  out 
his  soul  unto  death  ;  and  he  was  numbered 
with  the  transgressors,  and  he  bare  the  sin  of 
many,  and  made  intercession  for  the  trans- 
gressors. 

15  And  again   he  himself  saith  ^I  am  ai^*^*^ 
worm,  and  no  man,  a  reproach  of  men,  and 
despised  of  the  people.     All  they  that  see  me 
laugh  me  to  scorn ;  they  shoot  out  their  lips, 

they  shake  their  head,  saying.  He  trusted  in 
the  Lord  that  he  would  deliver  him,  let  him 
deliver  him  seeing  he  delighted  in  him. 

16  Ye  see,  beloved,  what  the  pattern  is  that 
has  been  given  to  us.     For  if  the  Lord  thus 
humbled  himself,  what  should  we  do  who  are 
brought    *by   him  under  the   yoke   of    his^'**^ 
grace  ? 

17  Let  us  be  followers  of  those  who  went 
about  in  goat-skins  and  sheep-skins,  preach- 
ing the  coming  of  Christ. 

18  '  Such  were  Elias  and  Elisceus,  and  Eze- '  w««y. 
kiel,  the  prophets.    "  And  let  us  add  to  these  ;;JJ<>«*3;5 
such  others  as  have  received  the  like  testimo-^  ^^^ 
ny.  *^^ 

4* 
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19  Abraham  has  been  greatly  witnessed  of  $ 
having  been  called  the  friend  of  Godw  And 
yet  he,  steadfastly  beholding  the  glory  of  God, 

jcen.  xviii. gj^yg  ^.j^j^  ^ij  humility, "  I  am  dust  and  ashes. 

•  Jobiu  20  Again,  of  Job  it  is  thus  written,  'That 
he  was  just  and  without  blame,  true  ;  one  that 
served  God,  and  abstained  from  all  evil.    Yet 

Fjoi>.iiv.4.iie,  accusing  himself,  says,  'No  man  is  free 
from  pollution,  no,  not  though  he  should  live 
but  one  day. 

21  Moses  was  called  faithful  in  all  God's 

?Ms^itp,w» House;  and  by  his  conduct  'the  Lord  pun-» 

u^n\   a?aished  Israel  by  stripes  and  plagues. 

r«r  i^acn.  22  And  even  this  man,  though  thus  greatly 
honored,  spake  not  greatly  of  himself;  but 
when  the  oracle  of  God  was  delivered  to  him 

j^Bxod.  ui.  out  of  the  bush,  he  said,  '^  Who  am  I  that  thou 
dost  send  me  ?  I  am  of  a  slender  voice^  and 
a  slow  tongue. 

« Exodiv.M).  23  And  again  he  saith,  '  I  am  as  the  smoke 
of  the  pot. 

24  And  what  shall  we  say  of  David,  so  high* 
ly  testified  of  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  ?    To 

Uxix.^whom  God  said,  'I  have  fo\}nd  a  man  after 
my  own  heart,  David  the  son  of  Jesse ;  with 
my  holv  oil  have  I  anointed  him. 

25  «ut  yet  he  himself  saith  unto  God, 
w.nl!S<!ir^"Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  according  to 
aSbih.  '"^thy  loving  kindness ;  according  unto  the  mul-^ 

titude  of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out  my  trans- 
gressions. 

26  Wash  me  thoroughly  from  n^ine  iniqui- 
ty, and  cleaQse  me  from  my  sin.  For  1  ac- 
knowledge my  ti^ans^essions,  and  my  sin  is 
ever  before  me.. 

^  Against  Thee  only  have  I  ginned,  and, 
done  this  evil  kx,  thy  sight,  that  thoa  migbteot 
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be  justified  when  thou  speakest,  and  be  clear 
when  thou  judgest. 

28  Behold  Iwasshapen  in  iniquity,  and  in 
sin  did  my  mother  conceive  me. 

29  Behold,  thou  desirest  truth  in  the  inward 
parts  ;  and  in  the  hidden  part  thou  shaltmake 
me  to  know  wisdom* 

30  Purge  me  with  hyssop  uid  I  shall  be 
clean,  wash  me  9tftd  I  shall  be  whiter  thaa 
snow. 

31  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and  gladness,  tlmt 
the  bones  which  thou  hast  broken  may  rejoice. 

32  Hide  thy  face  from  my  sins,  and  blot 
Odt  all  my  iniquities. 

33  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God ;  and 
renew  a  right  spirit  within  me. 

34  Cast  me  not  away  from  thy  pres^ice, 
and  take  not  thy  holy  spirit  from  me. 

35  Restore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  salva- 
tion, and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  spirit. 

36  Then  will  I  teach  transgressoors  thy 
ways,  and  sinners  shall  be  converted  unto  thee.. 

37  Deliver  me  from  blood-guiltiness,  O 
Grod,  thou  God  of  my  salvation,  and  my  tongue 
shall  sing  aloud  of  thy  righteousness. 

38  O  Lord,  open  thou  my  lips,  and  my 
Toouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 

3^  For  thou  desirest  not  sacrifice,  else 
would  I  give  it ;  thou  deligbtest  met  in  burnt- 
otifeitpgs. 

40  The  sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  spir- 
it ;  a  broken  and  a  contrite  hevU.  O  God,  thou 
wilt  not  despise. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44  1  CORINTHIANS. 


CHAP.  IX. 

1.  He  again  persuades  them  to  compose  their  divisions. 

ne«,.''*"^"  THUS  has  the  humility  and  "  godly  fear  of 
•  So  great  these  "*  gFcat  and  excellent  men,  '  recorded  in 
ktadofmen*!the  Scripturcs,  through  obedience,  made  not 
^f^^',^^f^only  us,  but  also  the  generations  before  us, 
brkied.  better ;  even  as  many  as  have  received  his 
*'"•  holy  oracles  ^  M^ith  fear  and  truth. 
=  Deeds  or  ^  Having  therefoFC  so  many,  and  such 
works.  great  and  glorious  '  examples,  °  let  us  return 
uira^'io'  the  to  that  peace,  which  was  the  mark  that  from 
^It  given  the  beofinning  was  set  before  us  : 
12e*"begi^  3  Let  us  look  up  to  the  Father  and  Crea- 
"^"'^         tor  of  the  whole  world  ;  and  let  us  hold  fast  to 

his  glorious  and  exceeding  gifts  and  benefits 

of  peace. 
b  See  him     4  Lct  US    ''  cousidcr   and  behold  with  the 

with  our  un-  i  •  i    •       i  rt*      - 

dcniianding.  eyes  ot  our  '  understanding  his  long-suffermg 
^"'      will ;  and  think  how  gentle  and  patient  he    is 
towards  his  whole  creation. 

5  The  heavens,  moving  by  his  appointment, 
are  subject  to  him  in  peace. 

6  Day  and  night  accomplish  the  courses 
that  he  has  allotted  unto  them,  not  disturbing 
one  another. 

7  The  sun  and  moon,  and  all  the  several 
'i  Choruses.  "^  companies  and  constellations  of  the  stars,  run 
'  Bounds,    the  '  courses  that  he  has  appointed  to  them  in 

concord,  without  departing  in  the  least  from 
them. 

8  The  fruitful  earth  yields  its  food  plenti- 
fully in  due  season,  both  to  man  and  beast, 
and  to  all  animals  that  are  upon  it,  according 

/Doubting,  to  his  will;   not  ^disputing,  nor  altering  any 
thing  of  what  was  ordered  by  him. 
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9  So  also  tbc  unfathomable  and  unsearcha- 
ble floods  of  the  deep,  are  kept  in  by  his  com- 
mand. 

10  '  And  the  *  conflux  of  the  vast  sea,  being  coiol 
brought  together  by  his  order  into  its  several  f 
collections,  passes  not  the  bounds  that  he  has  ^^^^ 
set  to  it ; 

11  But  as  he   '  appointed  it,  so  it  remains,  iJj^" 
For  he  said  ^  Hitherto  shalt  thou  come,  andiJob 
thy  floods  shafl  be  broken  within  thee. 

12  The  ocean,  unpassable  to  mankind,  and 
the  worlds  that  are  beyond  it,  are  governed 
by  the  same  commands  of  their  great  master. 

13  Spring  and  summer,  autumn  and  win- 
ter, give  place  peaceably  to  each  other. 

14  The  several  *  quarters  of  the  winds  fulfil  * 
their  'work  in  iheir  seasons,  without  offend-' 
ing  one  another. 

15  The  ever-flowing  fountains,  made  both 
for  pleasure  and  health,  never  fail  to  reach  out 
their  breasts,  to  support  the  life  of  men. 

16  Even  the  smallest  creatures  "live  to-*^******^ 
gether  in  peace  and  concord  with  each  other. 

17  All  these  has  the  Great  Creator  and 
Lord  of  all,  commanded  to  observe  peace  and 
concord ;  being  good  to  all. 

18  But  especially  to  us  who  flee  to  his  mer- 
cy through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom 
be  glory  and  majesty  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 


CHAP.  X. 

He  exhorts  them  to  obedience^  from  the  coneideradon  of  the  good- 
nets  of  God,  and  of  his  presence  in  every  place. 

TAKE  heed,  beloved,  that  his  many  blcs-^ 
sings  be  not  to  "  us  to  condemnation  5  except "       "*" 
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•  With  con-^^  gj^j^ii  -^g^jjj  worthy  of  him,  doing  with  "one 

consent   what  is   good   and  pleasing  in  bis 

sight, 
jpmv.  XX.     2  'The  spirit  of  the   Lord  is  a    candle, 

searching  out  the  inward  parts  of  the  belly. 
3  Let  us  therefore  consider  how  near  he  is 

to  us  ;  and  how  that  none  of  our  thoughts,  or 

reasonings  which  we  frame  within  ourselves, 
f  That  ixoth- are  ^  hid  from  him. 

wSi'of  *oi^     4  It  is  therefore  just  that  we  should  not  for- 
iSSUfniJgs!'' sake  our  rank,  by  doing  contrary  to  his  will. 

5  Let  us  choose  to  offend  a  few  foolish  and 
'  inthepride  incousidcratc  men,  lifted  up  and  glorying  ''  in 

of  their  own  .  '  i/^i 

■p««=h,    or  their  own  pride,  rather  than  God. 

6  Let  us  reverence  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
whose  blood  was  given  for  us. 

7  Let  us  honor  those  who  are  set  over  us  ; 
let  us  respect  the  aged  that  are  amongst  us ; 
and  let  us  instruct  the  younger  men  in  the  dis- 
cipline and  fear  of  the  Lord. 

•  Correct,  or     8  ( )ur  wivcs  Ict  US  '  dircct  to  do  that  which 

amend.  •  i 

IS  good. 

9  Let  them  show  forth  a  lovely  habit  of 
purity  in  all  their  conversation  ;  with  a  sin- 
f  Will,  or   cere  '  affection  of  meekness. 

counsel.  _  /»      i       • 

"iModera-        10  Lct  thc  "  govcrnmcnt  of  their  tongues 

•Tet  them 'be  madc  manifest  by  their  silence. 

manifest.         jj  L^|.  |^|^^jj.  cjjarity  be   without  respect  of 

persons,  alike  towards  all  such  as  religiously 
fear  God. 

•  partakeof.      12  Let  your  children  "be  bred  up  in  the 

instruction  of  Christ : 

13  And  especially  let  them  learn  how  great 
a  power  humility  has  with  God  ;  how  much  a 
pure  and  holy  charity  avails  with  him  ;  how 
excellent  and  great  his  fear  is ;  and  how  it 
'BaTing.  ^iij  'save  all  such  as  turn  to  him  with  holi- 
liness  in  a  pure  mind. 
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14  For  he  is  the  searcher  of  the  thoughts 
and  counsels  of  the  heart ;  whose  breath  is 
in  us,  and  when  he  pleases  he  can  take  it 
from  us. 


CHAP.  XL 

Of  faith ;  and  particularly  what  we  are  to  believe  as  to  the  resur- 
rection. 

BUT  all  these  things  ''must  be  confirmed ^ThjjjMu 
by  the  faith  which  is  in  Christ ;  for  so  he  him-  "^^ 
self  bespeaks  us  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

2  '  Come,  ye   children,  and  hearken  unto   •  P'*^* 

zxzIt  11 

me,  and  I  will  teach  you  the  fear  of  the  Lord* 
What  man  is  there  that  desireth  life,  and  lov- 
eth  to  see  good  days  ? 

3  Keep  thy  tongue  from  evil,  and  thy  lips 
that  they  speak  no  guile. 

4  Depart  from  evil  and  do  good ;  seek 
peace  and  ensue  it. 

5  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righ- 
teous, and  his  ears  are  open  upon  their  pray- 
ers. 

6  But  the  face  of  the  Lord  is  against  them 
that  do  evil,  to  cut  off  the  remembrance  of 
them  from  the  earth. 

7  The  righteous  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard 
him,  and  delivered  him  out  of  all  his  trou- 
bles. 

8  "  Many  are  the  *  troubles  of  the  wicked  ;   «  phjb 
but  they  that  trust  in  the  Lord,  mercy  shall  &  seomit^ 
encompass  them  about. 

9  Our  all-merciful  and  beneficent  Father 
hath  bowels  of  compassion  towards  them  that 
fear  him  ;  and  kindly  and  lovingly  bestows  his 
girfeces  Upon  all  such  as  come  to  him  with  a 
simple  mind. 
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tito^onbte'     JO  Wherefore  lot  us  not  'waver,  neither 

iet  us  have  any  doubt  in  our  hearts,  of  his  ex* 

cellent  and  glorious  gifts. 

Sr^*'fi     11  "L^^  ^^^^  ^^  f«^r  from  us  which  is  writ- 

f^"^jg^tcn,  'Miserable  are  the  double-minded,  and 

*"**!  *   those  who  are  doubtful  in  their  hearts. 

12  Who  say,  These  things  have  we  heard, 
and  our  fathers  have  told  us  these  things.  But 
behold  we  are  grown  old,  and  none  of  them 
has  happened  unto  us. 
/Compare  13  O  ve  fools !  ^ Gousidcr  the  trees;  take 
luitoatree.  the  viue  for  an  example.  First  it  sheds  its 
leaves  ;  then  it  bude :  after  that  it  spreads  its 
leaves ;  then  it  flowers  ;  then  comes  the  sour 
grapes  ;  and  after  them  follows  the  ripe  fruit 
Ye  see  how  in  a  little  time  the  fruit  of  the 
trees  comes  to  maturity. 

14  Of  a  truth,  yet  a  little  while  and  his  will 
shall  suddenly  be  accomplished. 

15  The  Holy  Scriptures  itself  bearing  wit- 
«Ex4  Ms.ness,  that  'He  shall  quickly  come  and  not 
JSiA^nmh.  tarry,  and  that  the  Lord  shall  suddenly  come 
liehfuiL'to  his  temple,  even  the  *holy  one  whom  you 
1^-    look  for. 

^f"*-  16  Let  us  consider,  beloved,  how  the  Lord 

docs  continually  show  us,  that  there  shall  be 
a  future  resurrection  ;  of  which  he  has  made 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  the  first-fruits,  raising 
him  from  the  dead. 

<0M.  17  Let  us  'contemplate,  beloved,  the  re- 

iMadeererySurrection  that  is  -'continually  made  before 

******       our  eyes. 

18  Day  and  night  manifest  a  resurrection  to 
us.  The  night  hes  down,  and  the  day  arises ; 
again  the  day  departs,  and  the  night  comes 
on. 

19  Let  us  behold  the  fruits  of  the  earth. 
Every  one  sees  how  the  seed  is  sown.    The 
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eowor   *^es   forth,   and   casts  it  ^poa   tbeJ^'iro'S^ 
learth  ;  and  the  seed  which,  when  it  was  sown,  ^^ 
'fell  upon  the  earth  dry  and  naked,  in  time  dis- 
solves. 

20  And  from  the  dissolution,  the  great 
power  of  the  providence  of  the  Lord  raises  it 
-again  ;  and  of  one  seed  many  arise,  and  bring 
forth  fruit 


CHAP.  XII. 

The'Teaurrection  further  proved^ 

LET  .US  consider  that  wonderful  ^type  ofisiga. 
the  resurrection,  which  is  seen  in  the  Eastern 
countries  ;  that  is  to  say,  in  Arabia. 

2  There  is  a  certain  bird  called  a  phoenix  : 
of  this  there  is  never  but  one  at  a  time ;  and 
that  lives  five  hundred  years.  And  when  the 
time  of  its  dissolution  draws  near,  that  it  must 
die,  it  makes  itself  a  nest  of  frankincense,  and 
onyrrh,  and  other  spices,  into  which,  when  its 
time  is  fulfilled,  it  enters  and  dies. 

3  But  its  flesh,  putrefying,  breeds  a  certain 
-worm,  which,  being  nourished  with  the  juice 

of  the  dead  "  bird,  brings  forth  feathers  ;  and "» Animw. 
when  it  is  grown  to  "  a  perfect  state,  it  takes  -  strong. 
4ip  the  nest  in  which  the  bones  of  its  "  parent » Progenitor 
Jie,  and  carries  it  from  Arabia  into  Egypt,  to  a 
city  called  Heliopolis. 

4  And  flying  in  open  day  in  the  sight  of  all 
men,  lays  it  upon  the  altar  of  the  sun,  and  so 
Tcturns  from  whence  it  came. 

5  The  priests  then  search  into  the  records 
of  the  time  ;  and  find  that  it  returned  precise- 
ly at  the  end  of  five  hundred  years. 

6  And  '' shall  we  then  think  it  to  be  any  ?  do. 
'Very  great  and  strange  thing  for  the  Lord  of 
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all  to  raise  up  those  that  religiously  serve  him 

in  the  assurance  of  a  good  faith,  when  even 

by  a  bird  he  shows  us  the  greatness  of  his 

power  to  fulfil  his  promise  ? 

7  For  he  says  in  a  certain  place,  Thou  shalt 

raise  me  up,  and  I  shall  confess  unto  thee. 
fPiaimiii.5.     8  And  again,  'I  laid  me  down  and  slept, 

and  awaked,  because  thou  art  with  me. 
'  jobiix.26.     9  And  again,  Job  says,  "  Thou  shalt  raise  up 

this  flesh  of  mine,  that  has  suffered  all  these 

things. 
muTdabeSi-      ^^  Havittg  thcrcforc  this  hope,  let  us  'hold 
lened.        fast  to  him  who  IS  faithful  in  all  his  promises, 

and  righteous  in  all  his  judgments  ;  who  has 

commanded  us  not  to  lie,  how  much  more  will 

he  not  himself  lie  ? 

11  For  nothing  is  impossible  with  God,  but 
to  lie. 

12  Let  his  faith  then  be  stirred  up  again  in 
us ;  and  let  us  consider  that  all  things  are 
nigh  unto  him. 

'Majesty.        13  By  thc  word  of  his  '  power  he  made  all 
-His word  things;  and  by  "the  same  word  he  is  able, 

(whenever  he  will,)  to  destroy  them. 
^wisd.  xii.      14  "Who  shall  say  unto  him.  What  dost 

thou  ?     Or  who  shall  resist  the  power  of  his 

strength  ? 
w?*ff«  15  When,  and   as  he  pleased,  ''  he  will  do 

all  things  ;  and  nothing  shall  pass  away  of  all 

that  has  been  determined  by  him. 

16  All  things  are  open  before  him;  nor  can 

any  thing  be  hid  from  his  counsel. 
*  If  thc,&c.      17  '  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God, 
piaimiixi. ^j^j  the  firmament  showeth  his  handy  work. 

Day  unto  day  uttereth  speech,  and  night  unto 

night   showeth    knowledge.      There    is    no 

speech  nor  language  where  their  voice  is  not 

heard. 
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CHAP.  xra. 

It  is  impossible  to  escape  the  vengeance  of  God,  if  we  continae  in 
sin. 

SEEING  then  all  things  are  seen  and  heard 
by  God,  let  us  fear  him,  and  let  us  lay  aside 
our  wicked  works  which  proceed  from  ill  de- 
sires, that  through  his  mercy  we  may  be  *  de-  y  covered. 
livered  from  the  '  condemnation  to  come.       '  Judgmcm. 

2  For  whither  can  any  of  us  flee  from  his 
mighty  hand  ?  Or  what  world  shall  receive 
any  of  those  that  run  away  from  him  ? 

3  For  thus  saith  the  Scripture  in  a  certain 
place,  "Whither  shall  I  flee  from  thy  spirit, «!*«""'» 
or  where  shall  I  hide  myself  from  thy  pre- 
sence ? 

4  If  I  ascend  up  into  heaven,  thou  art  there : 
if  I  shall  go  to  the  utmost  parts  of  the  earth, 
there  is  thy  right  hand :  if  I  shall  make  my 
bed  in  the  deep,  thy  Spirit  is  there. 

5  Whither  then  shall  any  one  go  ?  or  whith- 
er shall  he  run  from  him  that  comnrj^hends 
all  things  ? 

6  Let  us  therefore  come  to  him  with  holi- 
ness of  '  heart,  lifting  up  chaste  and  undefiled''^""^ 
hands   unto  him :   loving   our   gracious   and 
merciful  Father,  who  has  made  us  '  to  partake '  ^  p"*^ 
of  his  election. 

7  For  so  it  is  written,  "When  the  MostH.^r'"*"" 
High  divided  the  nations,  when  he  separated 

the  sons  of  Adam,  he  set  the  bounds  of  the 
nations,  according  to  the  number  of  his  an- 
gels:  'his  people  Jacob  became  the  portion '^''*^® '" 
of  the  Lord,  and  Israel  the  lot  of  his  inherit- 
ance. 

8  And  in  another  place  he  saith,  -^  Behold,  34°'"'  " 


Digitized  by 


Google 


93  1  CORINTHFANS; 

the  Lord  taketh  unto  himself  a  nation,  OHt  o( 
the  midst  of  the  nations,  as- a  man  taketh  the- 
iy^xi.u  first-fruits  of  his  flour,  'and  the  Most  H0I7 
shall  come  out  of  that  nation. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

How  we  most  live  that  we  mafi  pleaie  God^ 

WHEREFORE,  we  being  a  part  of  the 
Holy  One,  let  us  do  all  those  things  that  per- 
tain unto  holiness : 

2  Fleeing  all  evil-speaking  against  one  an* 
other ;  all  filthy  and  impure  embraces,  toge** 
ther  with  all  drunkenness,  youthful  lusts,  abo- 
minable concupiscences,  detestable  adultery^ 
aod  execrable  pride. 
4Jmmv.«.  3  'For  God,  saith  he,  resisteth  the  proudV 
ipei.v.5.  Yy^^  giveth  grace  to  the  humble. 

4  Let  us  therefore  hold  fast  to  those  to 

*Tijjfncewhom*  God  has  given  his  grace. 

wwifivw"     5  And  let  us  put  on  concord,  being  bumble^ 

temperate ;  free  from  all  whispering  and  de- 

iworki.    tractiega;  and  justified  by  our^  actions,  not 

our  words, 
i  He  uimt  6  for  he  saith, '  Doth  he  that  speaketh  and 
SSj^Singsheareth  many  things,  and  that  is  of  a  ready 
US'r.SJj?  tongue,  suppose  that  he  is  righteous  ?  *Bles- 
*Jj«»^  'Ased  is  he  that  is  born  of  a  woman,  that  liveth 
-Be not  but  a  fcw  davs t  ""use  not  therefore  much 
wwdi.       speech. 

9  Let  our  praise  be  of  God,  not  of  our- 
"ArapraiMd  selves,  for  God  hateth  those  that  "  commend 
themselves. 

8  Let  the  witness  of  our  good  actions  be 
given  to  us  of  others,  as  it  was  given  to  the 
holy  men  that  went  before  us. 

9  Rashness,  and  arrogance,  and  confidence,. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


T.  « 


1  CORINTHIANS.  68 

belong  to  them  who  are  accurseji  of  God : 
but  equity,  and  humility,  and  mildness,  to  such 
as  are  blessed  by  him, 

10  Let  us  then  lay  hold  of  his  blessing,  and 

let  us  °  consider  what  are  the  wa>'s  by  which* see  what 

*x    •  *       'a  ^  ''  are  the  ways 

we  may  attam  unto  it.  of  his  u^ 

11  Let  us  ^look  back   upon  those  things  JuiioL 
that  have  happened  from  the  beginning. 

1 2  For  what  was  our  father  Abraham  bless- 
ed ?  Was  it  not  because  that  through  faith 
he  wrought  righteousness  and  truth  ? 

13  Isaac,  being  "*  fully  persuaded  of  what » with  ftm 
he  knew  was  to  come,  cheerfully  yielded  for'Sk55w?Ag 
himself  up  for  a  sacrifice.  Jacob  with  hu-  ^,*piri5iil? 
mility  departed  out  of  his  own  country,  flee-  llc^"*  * 
ing  from  his  brother,  and  went  unto  Laban, 

and  served  him :  and  so  the  sceptre  of  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Israel  was  given  unto  him. 

14  Now  what  the  greatness  of  'this  gift  (hi?*  ^ 
was,  will  plainly  appear,  if  we  shall  take  the  Sl^,'*''***^ 
pains  distinctly  to  consider  all  the  parts  of  it.  whLe^"* 

15  For  from  him  came  the  priests  andJ2?;^fSf 
Levites;  who  all  ministered  at  the  altar  of IfnctTy**  wlJ^ 

God.  aider  them. 

16  From  him  came  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
according  to  the  llesh. 

17  From  him  came  the  kings  and  princes, 
and  rulers  in  Judah. 

18  Nor  were  the  rest  of  his  'tribes  in  any^^p*'^,;,^ 
snu^U glory;  God  having  promised  that  'ihy^"^' 
seed  (says  he)  shall  be  as  the  stars  of  hea-i6.~* 
ven. 

19  They  were  all  therefore  ''greatly  glori- ;„^'*^|. 
fied,  not  for  their  own  sake,  or  for  their  own^* 
works,   or   for  the   righteousness  that  they 
themselves  wrought,  but  through  his  will. 

20  And  we  also  being  called  by  the  same 
will  in  Christ  Jesus,  are  not  justified  by  our- 

5* 
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selves,  neither  by  our  own  wisdom,  or  know- 
ledge, or  piety,  or  the  works  which  we  have 
^jto^^ne- done  ^  in  the  holiness  of  our  hearts ; 

21  But  by  that  faith  by  which  God  Almigh- 
ty has  justified  all  men  from  the  beginning ;  ta 
whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


CHAP.  XV. 

We  are  justified  by  faith ;  yet  this  must  not  leasen  oar  care  to  live- 
wen,  nor  our  pleasure  in  it. 

WHAT  shall  we  do  therefore,  brethren  ?  Shall 
we  be  slothful  in  well-doing,  and  lay  aside  our 
charity?  God  forbid  that  any  such  thing 
should  be  done  by  us. 

2  But  rather  let  us  hasten  with  all  earnest- 
ness and  readiness  of  mind  to  perfect  every 
good  work.  For  even  the  Creator  and  Lord 
of  alt  things  himself  rejoices  in  his  own 
worksi 
^^M-fww-  3*  By  his  ^  almighty  power  he  fixed  the  hea- 
vens,^  and  by  his  incomprehensible  wisdom  he 
adorned  them. 

4  He  also  divided  the  earth  from  the  water, 
with  whicb  it  i»  encompassed  ;  and  fixed  it  as 
a  secure  tower,  upon  the  foundation  of  his 
own  will'. 

5  He  also,  by  his  appoinUnent,  command- 
ed all  the  living  creatures  that  are  upon  it  to 
exist 

6  So  likewise  the  sea,  and  all  the  creatures 
that  are  in  it ;  having  first  created  them,,  he 
enclosed  them  therein  by  his  power; 

7  And  above  all,  he,  with  his  holy  and  pure 
hands,  formed  man,  the  most  excellent,  and,. 
as  to  his  understanding,  truly  the  greatest  of 
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all  Other  creatures,  the  character  of  his  own 
image. 

8  For  so  God  says,  'Let  us  make  man  inj^f"-*-"' 
our  image,  after  our  own  Hkeness :  so  God 
created  man,  male  and  female  created  he 
them. 

9  And  having  thus  finished  all  these  things, 
he  commended  all  that  he  had  made,  and 
blessed  them,  and  said,  ^increase  and  multi-"®*"***^ 

ply: 

10  We  see  how  all  righteous  men  have 
been  adorned  with  good  works :  Wherefore 
even  the  Lord  himself,  having  adorned  him- 
self with  his  works,  rejoiced. 

11  Having  therefore  *  such  an  example,  let '  ™^ 
us,  without  delay,  'fulfil  his  will;  and  with*^'**'*'^ 
all  our  strength,  work  the  work  of  righteous- 
ness. 

CHAP.  XVI. 

This  enforced,  from  the  ezamplet  of  the  holy  angels,  and  from  the 
exceeding  greatnese  of  thai  rewaid  which  Qod  hn  prepared  for 
as. 

THE  good  workman  with  confidence  re- 
ceives the  bread  of  his  **  labour ;  but  the  slug-  *work. 
gish  and  lazy  cannot  look  him  in  the  face  that 
set  him  on  work. 

2  We  must  therefore  be  ready  and  forward 
in  well-doing :  for  from  him  are  all  things. 

3  And  thus  he  foretells  us,  **  Behold,  the  J^^u'?- »«- 
Lord  cometh,  and  his  reward  is  with  him,  even 
before  his  face,  to  render  to  every  one  accord- 
ing to  his  work. 

4  He  warns  us  therefore  beforehand,  with 
aU  his  heart,  to  this  end,  that  we  should  not  be 
slothful  and  negligent  in  ^  well-doing.  <^ET«rygoo4 

5  Let  our  boasting,  therefore,  and  our  con- 
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•  ^*»  fidence  be  in  •  God :  let  us  submit  ourselves 
to  his  will.  Let  us  consider  the  whole  multi- 
tude of  his  angels,  how  ready  they  stand  to 
minister  unto  his  will. 

/Dan.  vu.  6  As  saith  the  Scripture,  ^Thousands  of 
thousands  stood  before  him,  and  ten  thou- 
sand times  ten  thousand  ministered  unto  him. 
*  And  they  cried,  saying.  Holy,  holy,  holy,  is 

^^ety  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth :  ^  The  whole  earth  is 
full  of  his  glory. 

7  Wherefore  let  us  also,  being  conscien- 
tiously gathered  together  in  concord  with  one 
another,  as  it  were  with  one  mouth,  cry  ear- 
nestly unto  him,  that  he  would  make  us  parta- 
kers of  his  great  and  glorious  promises. 

icSj'u'q^  8  For  he  saith,  *Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear 
heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man,  the  things  which  God  has  prepared  for 
them  that  wait  for  him. 


CHAP.  xvn. 

1  We  must  attain  nnto  this  reward  by  faith  and  obedience,  which  we 
must  carry  on  in  an  orderly  pursuing  of  the  duties  of  our  several 
stations,  without  envying  or  contention.  24.  The  necessity  ofdifier- 
ent  orders  among  men.  33.  We  have  none  of  us  any  thing  but 
what  we  received  of  God ;  whom  therefore  we  ought  in  every 
condition  thankfully  to  obey. 

HOW  blessed  and  wonderful,  beloved,  are 
the  gifts  of  God ! 

2  Life  in  immortality !  brightness  in  righ- 
teousness !  truth  in  full  assurance  !  faith  in 
confidence  !  temperance  in  hohness  ! 
iB«*  3  And  all  this  has  ^God  subjected  to  our 

understandings : 

4  What  therefore  shall  those  things   be 
which  he  has  prepared  for  them  that  wait  for 
him? 
An*  5  The  Creator  and  Father  of  ^  spirits,  the 
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Most  Holy;  he  only  knows  both  the  *  great- '  ^'''■^• 
ness  and  beauty  of  them. 

6  Let  us  therefore  strive  with  all  earnest- 
ness, that  we  may  be  found  in  the  number  of 
those  that  wait  for  him,  that  so  we  may  re- 
ceive the  ■  reward  which  he  haa  promised.     "^"^ 

7  But  how,  beloved,  shall  we  do  this?  "^We-KweAni. 
must  fix  our  minds  by  faith  towards  God,  and 

seek  those  things  that  are  pleasing  and  accep- 
table unto  him. 

8  We  must  "*  act  conformably  to  his  holy  J'j^^L, 
will ;  and  follow  the  way  of  truth,  casting  off  jjj*««  •• 
from  us  all  unrighteousness  and  iniquity,  to- 
gether with  all  covetousness,  strife,  evil  man- 
ners, deceit,  whispering,  detractions;  all 
hatred  of  God,  pride,  and  boasting;  vaia- 
glory,  anc)  ambition : 

9  For  they  that  do  these  things  are  odious 
to  God ;  and  not  only  they  that  do  them,  but 

also  "^all  such  as  approve  of  those  that  do'SonisiL 
them. 

10  For  thus  saith  the  Scripture,  '  But  untoj^P".  j^ 
the  wicked  God  said.  What  bast  thou  to  doto^j^^  «>»• 
declare  my  statutes,  or  that  thou  shouldsttake 

my  covenant  in  thy  mouth  ?  seeing  that  thou 
hatest  instruction,  and  castest  my  words  be- 
hind thee. 

11.  When  thou  sawest  a  thief,  then  thou 
consentedst  with  him ;  and  hast  been  parta- 
ker with  adulterers.  Thou  givest  thy  mouth 
to  evil,  and  thy  tongue  frameth  deceit.  Thou 
sittest  and  speakest  against  thy  brother ;  thou 
slanderest  thine  own  mother's  son. 

12  These  things  hast  thou  done,  and  I  kept 
silence ;  thou  thoughtest  that  I  was  altogether 
such  a  one  as  thyself :  but  I  will  reprove  thee^ 
and  set  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes. 

13  Now  consider  this,  ye  that  forget  God» 
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lest  I  tear  you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  none  to 
deliver. 

14  Whoso  offeretb  praise,  glorifieth  me : 
and  to  him  that  disposeth  his  way  aright,  will 
I  show  the  salvation  of  God. 

15  This  is  the  way,  beloved,  in  which  we 
n*b«twiifchraay  find  'our  Saviour, even  Jesus  Christ,  the 
^^av?il' high-priest  of  all  our  offerings,  the  defender 

and  helper  of  our  weakness, 
^dght.  of     16  By  him  we  look  up  to  the  '  highest  hea- 
"""^      vens,  and  behold,  as  in  a  glass,  his  spotless 
and  most  excellent  visage. 

17  By  him  are  the  eyes  of  our  hearts  open- 
ed ;  by  him  our  foolish  and  darkened  under- 
standing rejoiceth  to  behold  his  wonderful 
light. 

18  By  him  would  God  have  us  to  taste  the 
(Heb.t. 3, 4. knowledge  of  immortality;  'who,  being  the 

brightness  of  his  glory,  is  by  so  much  greater 
than  the  angels,  as  he  has  by  inheritance  ob- 
tained a  more  excellent  name  than  they. 

•  pt. ciT.  4.     19  For  so  it  is  written,  ''Who  maketh  his 
ii«b.i.  7.     mjg^ig  spirits,  and  his  ministers  a  flame  of  fire. 

20  But  to  his  Son,  thus  saith  the  Lord, 

•  H6b.i.5.  ^Thou  art  my  Son,  to-day  have  I  begotten 

thee. 

•  comp.  Pfc     21  ^  Ask  of  me,  and  I  will  give  thee  the 

heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  utmost 

parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  possession. 
« Heb.  i.  13.     22  And  again  he  saith  unto  him,  '  Sit  thou 
****'*     on  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine  enemies 

thy  footstool. 
23  But  who  are  his  enemies  ?    Even  the 

wicked,  and  such  who  oppose  their  own  wills 

to  the  will  of  God. 
9  War.  24  Let  us  therefore  ^  march  on,  men  and 

brethren,  with  all   earnestness,  in  his  holy 

laws. 
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25  Let  us  consider  those  who  fight  under 
our  earthly  governors.  How  orderly,  how 
readily,  and  with  what  exact  obedience,  they 
perform  those  things  that  are  conunanded 
them ! 

26  All  are  not  "generals,  nor  "colonels,  nor* Prefects 

*  captains,  nor  *"  inferior  officers  :  ereSnTihSJ 

27  But  every  one  in  his  respective  rankj*"** 
docs  what  is  commanded  him  by  the  king,  andccomlTa^ 
those  who  have  the  authority  over  him.  ^'on^.^'*"* 

28  They  who  are  great,  cannot  subsist  with- 
out those  that  are  little ;  nor  the  little  without 
the  great. 

29  But  there  must  be  a  mixture  in  all 
things,  and  then  there  will  be  use  and  profit 
too, 

30  Let  us  **for  example,  take  our  body  :  the^i  cor.  xw. 
head  without  the  feet  is  nothing,  neither  the   ' 

feet  without  the  head. 

31  And  even  the  smallest  members  of  our 
body  are  yet  both  necessary  and  useful  to  the 
whole  body. 

32  But  all  conspire  together,  and  ®  are  sub-'^w    one 

^  11  common 

ject  to  one  common  use,  namely,  the  preser- sui'jeciion. 
vation  of  the  whole  ^  bodv.  /  ms. 

33  Let  therefore  our  whole  body  be  saved  '^^  '*^''■• 
in  Christ  Jesus  :  and  let  every  one  be  subject 

to  his  neighbour,  ^according  to  the  order  in^A«ai«)hc 
which  he  is  placed  by  the  **  gift  of  God.  hasbeenpia 

34  Let  not    the   strong  man  despise   the''"^'^"^ 
weak  :  and  let  the  weak  see  that  he  reverence 

the  strong. 

35  Let  the  rich  man  distribute  to  the  neces- 
sity of  the  poor :  and  let  the  poor  bless  God, 
that  he  has  given  one  unto  him,  by  whom  his 
want  may  be  supplied. 

36  Let  the  wise  man  show  forth  his  wisdom, 
not  in  words,  but  in  good  works. 
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37  Let  him  that  is  humble,  not  bear  witness 
to  himself,  bat  let  him  leave  it  to  another  to 
bear  witness  of  him. 

38  Let  him  that  is  pure  in  the  flesh,  not 
i  Anotber    gTOw  proud  of  it,  knowing  that  it  was  *  from 
hta.   '*^*  another  that  he  received  the  gift  of  conti- 
nence. 

39  Let  us  consider   therefore,    brethren, 
jof  what  J  whereof  we  are  made ;  who,  and  what  kind 

of  men  we  came  into  the  world,  as  it  were  out 
of  a  sepulchre,  and  from  outer  darkness. 

40  He  that  made  us,  and  formed  us,  brought 
*Jwwd  us  into  his  own  world ;  having  ^  prevented  us 

with  his  benefits,  even  before  we  were  bom. 

41  Wherefore,  having  received  all  these 
things  from  him,  we  ought  in  every  thing  to 
give  thanks  unto  him :  to  whom  be  glory  for 
ever  and  ever,  Amen. 


CHAP.  xvm. 

From  irheotee  he  eihotts  them  to  do  every  thing  orderly  in  the 
church,  M  the  only  way  to  please  Qod^ 

j^   Jjj     FOOLISH   and  unwise  men,  'who  have 
JSJIiSL*"'  °^i^^^^  prudence  nor  learning,  may  mock  and 

deride  us;  being  willing  to  set  up  themselves 

in  their  own  conceits : 
»r<*.  2  ""But  what  can  a  mortal  man  do?    Or 

what  strength  is  there  in  him  that  is  made  out 

of  the  dust? 
3  For  it  is  written.  There  was  no  shape  be- 
*  An  air.     fore  miuc  eyes  ;  only  I  heard  a  ^  sound  and  a 

voice. 
« Job  It.  17,     4  ^  For  what?    Shall  man  be  pure  before 
tS^i^T'"^ the  Lord?     Shall  he  be  blameless   in  his 

works  ? 
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5  Behold,  he  trusteth  not  in  his  servants ; 
and  his  angels  he  charged  with  folly. 

6  Yea,  the  heaven  is  not  clean  in  his  sight, 
how  much  less  they  that  dwell  in  houses  of 
clay  ;  of  which  also  we  ourselves  were  made? 

7  He  smote  them  as  a  moth ;  and  from 
morning  even  unto  the  evening  they  endure 
not.  Because  they  were  not  able  to  help 
themselves  they  perished  :  he  breathed  upon 
them,  and  they  died,  because  they  had  no  wis- 
dom. 

8  P  Call  now,  if  there  be  any  that  will  an-j^Jo»»  ▼  *» 
swer  thee ;  and  to  which  of  the  angels  wilt 

thou  look  ? 

9  For  wrath  killeth  the  foolish  man,  and 
envy  slayeth  him  that  is  in  error. 

10  I  have  seen  the  foolish  taking  root,  but 
lo  !  their  habitation  was  presently  consumed. 

11  Their  children  were  far  from   safety, 
they  **  perished  at  the  gates  of  those  who  were  J  wero 
lesser  than  themselves ;  and  there  was  no  man  "po°- 

'  to  help  them.  '^  oeuver. 

12  From  what  was  prepared  for  them,  the 
righteous  ■  did  eat :  and  they  shall  not  be  de-  *  ^at. 
livered  from  evil. 

13  Seeing  then  these  things  are  manifest 
unto  us,  it  will  behove  us  to  take  care  that, 
looking  into  the  depths  of  the  divine  know- 
ledge,  we  do  all  things  in  order,  whatsoever 
our  Lord  has  commanded  us  to  do. 

14  And  particularly,  that  we  perform  our 
offerings  and  service  to  God  at  their  appointed 
seasons  :  for  these  he  has  commanded  to  be 
done,  not  'rashly  and  disorderly,  but  at  cer- *  By  chanc«. 
tain  determinate  times  and  hours. 

15  And  therefore  he  has  ordained  by  his 
supreme  will  and  authority,  both  where,  and 
by  what  persons,  they  are  to  be  performed ; 
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that  so  all  things  being  piously  done  unto  all 
well-pleasing,  they  may  be  acceptable  unta 
•Tohii  will.  "him.. 

16  They,  therefore,  who  make  their  offer- 
ings at  the  appointed  seasons,  are  happy  and 
acceptable ;  because  that,  obeying  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord,  they  are  free  from, 
sin. 

17  And  the  same  care  must  be  had  of  the 
persons  that  minister  unto  him. 

•  Bee^cotfr-     18  ^  For  thc  chief-priest  has  his  proper  ser- 

vices ;  and  to  the  priests  their  proper  place 
is  appointed;  and  to  the  Levites  appertain 
their  proper  ministries :  and  the  layman  is. 
eonfined  within  the  bounds  of  what  is  com- 
manded to  laymen. 

19  Let  every  one  of  you,  therefore,  breth- 

•  ijingtaaren,  bless  God  in  his  proper  station,  with  ^a 
•eieD^"    good  conscience,  and  with  all  gravity,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  rule  of  his  service  that  is  appoint- 
ed to  him. 

20  The  daily  sacrifices  are  not  offered 
every  where;  nor  the  peace-offerings,  nor 
the  sacrifices  appointed  for  sins  and  transgres- 
sions ;  but  only  at  Jerusalem :  nor  in  any  place 
there,  but  only  at  the  altar  before  the  temple ; 
that  which  is  offered  being  first  diligently  ex- 
amined by  the  high-priest  and  the  other  min- 
isters we  before  mentioned.  . 

21  They  therefore  who  do  any  thing  which 
is  not  agreeable  to  bis  will,  are  punished  with 
death. 

•Tetee.  22  *  Cousidcr,  brethren,  that  by  how  much 
the  better  knowledge  God  has  vouchsafed  unto 
us,  by  so  much  the  greater  danger  are  we  ex- 
posed to. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

The  orders  of  Ministers  in  Christ^s  Church  established  by  the  Apot. 
ties,  according  to  Christ's  command,  7  after  the  example  of  Moses. 
16  Therefore  they  who  ha^e  been  daly  placed  in  the  ministry  ao- 
cording  to  their  order,  cannot  without  great  sin  be  put  out  of  it. 

THE  Apostles  have  preached  to  us  from 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  Jesus  Christ  from 
<5od. 

2  Christ  therefore  was  sent  by  God,  the 
Apostles  by  Christ :  so  both   were  orderly 

^  sent,  according  to  the  will  of  God.  y  D^ae. 

3  For  having  received  their  command,  and 
being  thoroughly  assured  by  the  resurrection 

t)f  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  *  and  convinced  by  1}  '^^^  ' 
the  word  of  God,  with  the  'fulness  of  tlej^lfuhjiit 
Holy  Spirit,  they   went  abroad,  publishing ,  ««»•• 
That  the  kingdom  of  God  was  at  hand. 

4  And  thus  preaching  through   countries 

and  cities,  ^  they  appointed  the  first  fruits  of^^yw^,^'*** 
their  conversions  to  the  bishops  and  ministers 
•over  such  as  should  afterwards  believe,  havin^ 
•first  proved  them  by  the  Spirit. 

5  Nor  was  this  any  new  thing  ;  seeing  that 
long  before  it  was  written  concerning  bishops 
and  deacons. 

6  For  thus  saith  the  Scripture,  in  a  certain  ' 
place  ;    *  I   will   appoint  their  ^  overseers  in  "Z^^' " 
righteousness,  and  their  ministers  in  faith.       aeacow. 

7  And  what  wonder  if  they,  to  whom  such 
a  work  was  committed  by  God  in  Christ,  es- 
tablished such  officers  as  we  before  mention- 
ed ;  when  even  that  blessed  and  faithful  ser- 
vant in  all  his  house,  Moses,  '  set  down  in  *  ^^^^"^ 
the  Holy  Scriptures  all  things  that  were  com- 
manded hiou 
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8  Whom  also  all  the  rest  of  the  prophets 

followed,  bearing  witness  with  one  consent  to 

those  things  that  were  appointed  by  him. 

UMbJJSJt"     9  For  he,  perceiving  an  ^emulation  to  arise 

*^*         among  the  tribes  concerning  the  priesthood, 

and  that  there  was  a  strife  about  it,  which  of 

them  should  be  adorned  with  that  glorious 

name,  commanded  their  twelve  captains  to 

^^unib.     bring  to  him  *  twelve  rods  ;  every  tribe  being 

written  upon  its  rod,  according  to  its  name. 

10  And  he  took  them  and  bound  them  to- 
gether, and  sealed  them  with  the  seals  of  the 
twelve  princes  of  the  tribes ;  and  laid  them 
up  in  the  tabernacle  of  witness,  upon  the  ta- 
ble of  God. 

1 1  And  when  he  had  shut  the  door  of  the 
tabernacle,  he  sealed  up  the  keys  of  it,  in  like 

AAiid  um  manner  ^  as  he  had  done  the  rods  ;  and  said 
unto  them.  Men  and  brethren,  whichsoever 
tribe  shall  have  its  rod  blossom,  that  tribe 
has  God  chosen  to  perform  the  office  of  a 

tt^'^^'J!?"  priest,   and  *to   minister  unto   him  in  holy 

£^.£r£  things. 

minifter.&c.  J2  Aud  whcu  thc  momiug  was  come,  he 
called  together  all  Israel,  six  hundred  thou- 
sand men ;  and  showed  to  their  princes  the 
seals ;  and  opened  the  tabernacle  of  witness ; 
and  brought  forth  the  rods. 

13  And  the  rod  of  Aaron  was  found  not 
only  to  have  blossomed,  but  also  to  have  fruit 
upon  it. 

14  What  think  you,  beloved  ?   Did  not  Mo- 
{bSSJbJlo.'^^s  before  know  ^  what  should  happen  ? 

15  Yes,  verily  :  but  to  the  end  there  might 
be  no  division,  nor  tumult  in  Israel,  he  did  in 
this  manner,  that  the  name  of  the  true  and 
only  God  might  be  glorified :  to  him  be  ho- 
nour for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
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16  So  likewise,  our  Apostles  knew  by  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  there  should  conten- 
tions arise  *  upon  the  account  of  the  ministry.  ^^^^  {Jj 

17  And  therefore,  having  a  perfect  fore-wS^ric 
knowledge  of  this,  they  appointed  persons,  as 

we  have  before  said,  and  then  'gave  direc-of^r*cbJ 
tions,  how,  when  they  should  die^  other  cho.JJSv3i'*i!S^ 
sen  and  approved  men  should  succeed  in  their  SSSid  ^ 
ministry.  S^-^t 

18  Wherefore  we  cannot  think  that  those  X?deSDE: 
may  justly  be  thrown  out  of  their  ministry,  2i(i***"  "iSJ; 
who  were  either  appointed  by  them,  or  after- Po'JliSfJfui 
wards  chosen  by  other  eminent  men,  with  the^^JJi*'  "* 
consent  of  the  whole  church  ;  and  who  have 

with  all  lowliness  and  innocency  ministered  to 
the  flock  of  Christ,  in  peace,  and  without  self- 
interest,  and  were  for  a  long  time  commended 
by  all. 

19  For  it  would  bo  no  small  sin  in  us, 
should  we  cast  off  those  from  their  "•  ministry^  T^SST^ 
who  holily  and  without  blame  "  fulfil  the  duties  gmt. 

of  it. 

20  Blessed  are  those  priests,  who,  having 
finished  their  course  before  these  times,  have 
obtained  a  fruitful  and  perfect  dissolution :  for 
they  have  no  fear,  lest  any  one  should  turn 
them  out  of  the  place  which  is  now  appointed 
for  them. 

31  But  we  see  how  you  have  put  out  some, 
who  lived  reputably  among  you,  from  the 
ministry,  which  by  their  innocence  they  had 
adorned. 
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CHAP.  XX. 

He  exhorts  them  to  peace  from  examples  out  of  the  Holy  Scriptufef , 
20  particularly  from  St.  Paurt  exhortation  to  them. 

YE  are  contentious,  brethren,  and  zealous 
for  things  that  pertain  not  unto  salvation. 

2  Look  into  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  are 
the  true  words  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Ye  know 
that  there  is  nothing  unjust  or  counterfeit  writ- 
ten in  them. 

3  There  you  shall  not  find  that  righteous 
men  were  ever  cast  off  by  such  as  were  good 
themselves. 

•  jaftnen.      ^  ''They  wcrc  persecuted;  but  it  was  by 
the  wicked  and  unjust. 

5  They  were  cast  into  prison ;  but  they 
were  cast  in  by  those  that  were  unholy. 

6  They  were  stoned  ;  but  it  was  by  trans- 
gressors. 

7  They  were  killed ;  but  by  accursed  men, 
and  such  as  had  taken  up  an  unjust  envy 
against  them. 

iSfStap     8  '  And  all  these  things  they  underwent  glo- 

tbey  nn^w^rinilfllv 
weot    tbem*^^U»iy» 

gtoriooiiy.  9  f^^y  ^Y^^^  gjjj^ll  ^g  gj^y^  brethreu  ?  Was 
**^'^*^* Daniel  cast  into  the  'den  of  hons  by  men 
fearing  God  ?  Ananias,  Azarias,  and  Misael, 
'Shut Into,  were  they  "^cast  into  the  'fiery  furnace  by 
1^1^^* men  'professing  the  excellent  and  glorious 
*^!^     worship  of  the  Most  High  ?    (iod  forbid. 

10  What  kind  of  persons  then  were  they 
that  did  these  things  ?    They  were  men  abo- 
minable, full  of  all  wickedness ;  who  were  in- 
*  censed  to  so  great  a  degree,  as  to  bring  those 
into  sufferings,  who  wim  a  holy  and  unblama- 
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ble  purpose  of  mind  worshipped  God ;  not 
knowing  that  the  Most  High  is  the  protector 
and  defender  of  all  such  as  with  a  pure  con- 
science serve  his  "holy  name:  to  whom  beTue.""**^''*'^ 
glory  for  ever  and  ever,  Amen. 

1 1  But  they  who  with  a  full  persuasion  have 
endured  these  things,  "  arc  made  partakers  of  heritJd.  *" 
glory  and  honour  ;  and  *"  are  exalted  and  lifted  *^U^« »»««» 
up  by  God  in  their  memorial  throughout  all 

ages,  Amen. 

12  IT  Wherefore    it  will  behove   us  also, 
brethren,  '  to  follow  such  examples  as  these  ;j'Jo  <^>«*^« 
for  it  is  written.  Hold  fast  to  such  as  are  holy ; 

for  they  that  do  so  shall  be  sanctified. 

13  And  again  in  another  place  he  saith, 

'  With  the  pure  thou  shalt  be  pure  ('  and  withJIg^^^^"*- 
the  elect  thou  shalt  be  elect),  but  with  the^ommcdby 
perverse  man  thou  shalt  be  "  perverse,  nSw^litored 

14  Let  us  therefore  join  ourselves  to  the  in-I'^J^^ 
nocent  and  righteous  ;  for  such  are  the  elect  '"'^**'' 
of  God. 

15  Wherefore  are  there  strifes,  and  anger, 
and  divisions,  and  schisms,  and  wars,  among 
us? 

16  *Have  we  not  all  one  God,  and  one6Eph.iv4. 
Christ?     'Is  not  one  spirit  of  grace  poured cicor.xu. 
out  upon  us  all  ?     Have  we  not  one  calling  in 
Christ? 

17  Why  then  do  we  rend  and  tear  in  pie- 
ces the  members  of  Christ,  and  raise  seditions 
against  our  own  body  ?  and  are  come  to  such 

a  height  of  madness,  as  to  forget  that  ''we^K«'°«*- 
were  members  one  of  another  ? 

18  Remember  the  words  of  our  Lord  Jesus, '^Fjruc 
'  how  he  said.  Wo  to  that  man  (by  whom  of- 
fences come)  ;  ^it  were  better  for  him  that  he^LukexTii. 
had  never  been  born,  than  that  he  should  have 
offended  one  of  my  elect.    It  were  better  for 
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,  him  that  a  mill-stone  should  be  tied  about 
his  neck,  and  he  should  be  cast  into  the  sea, 
than  that  he  should  offend  one  of  my  little 
ones. 

19  Your  schism  has  perrerted  many,  has 
discouraged  many  :  it  has  caused  diffidence  in 
many,  and  grief  in  us  all.  And  yet  your  se* 
dition  continues  still. 

20  IT  Take  the  Epistle  of  the  blessed  Paul 
D^di'i  ^^®  Apostle  into  your  hands ;  '  What  was  it 
j*J^^  that  he  wrote  to  you  at  his  first  preaching  the 
m'^Dr.'**  g^sp®^  among  you  f    • 

Si5f*tomf i"  ^^  Verily  he  did  /  by  the  spirit  admonish 
p.  256.  you  concerning  himself,  and  Cephas,  and 
jyi^dto**'  A  polios;  because  that  even  then  ye  had  be- 
I!vi  'gun  to  fall  into  'parties  and  factions  among 
JiSSf^r  yourselves- 
^hSr        ^2  Nevertheless  your  partiality  then   led 

you  into  a  much  less  sin  :  forasmuch  as  ye 
J  iDcuned.  J  placed  your  affections  upon  apostles,  men  of 
k^witne^ed*  cmiueut  rcputatiott  in  the  church ;  and  upon 

another,  who  was  greatly  tried  and  approved 

of  by  them. 

23  But  consider,  we  pray  you^  who  are 

they  that  have  now  led  you  astray ;  and  les- 
4  ocaviqr.    sciied  the  '  reputation  of  that  brotherly  love 

Z»S?«S?  '^^*'  ^^®  *  ®^  eminent  among  you. 

24.  It  is  a  shame,  my  beloved,  yea,  a  very 

great  shame,  and 'unworthy  of  your  Christian 
jtortitu-  "  profession,  to  hear  that  the  most  firm  and 
•  See  Mr.  '  aucieut  cbuTch  of  the  Corinthians  should,  bj 
^."^^  one  or  two  persons,  be  led  into  a  sedition 

against  its  priests. 

25  And  this  report  is  come  not  only  to  us, 
but  to  those  also  that  difier  from  us. 

26  Insomuch  that  the  name  of  the  Lord  is 
blasphemed  through  your  folly ;  and  even  ye 
yourselves  arc  brought  into  danger  by  it. 
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27  IT  Let  Ufl  therefore  with  all  haste  'putJJ^j!' 
an  end  to  this  sedition  ;  and  let  us  fall  down        ' 
before  the  Lord,  and  beseech  him  with  tears 

that  he  would  'be  favourably  reconciled  tOft^SSS? 
us,  and  restore  us  again  to  a  '  seemly  and  ho-J*^ 
ly  course  of  brotherly  love.  »«>*^ 

28  For  this  is  the  gate  of  righteousness, 
opening  unto  life ;  as  it  is  written,  '  Open  un-^j^^J^g 
to  me  the  gates  of  righteousness  ;  I  will  go  in»-      * 
unto  them,  and  will  praise  the  Lord.     This  is 

the  gate  of  the  Lord,  the  righteous  shall  enter 
into  it. 

29  Although  therefore  many  gates  are 
opened,  yet  this  gate  of  righteousness  is  that 
gate  in  Christ,  at  which  blessed  are  all  they 
Uiat  enter  in,  and  direct  their  way  in  holiness 
and  righteousness,  doing  all  things  without 
disorder. 

30  Let  a  man  be  faithful ;  let  him  be  pow- 
erful in  the  utterance  of  knowledge ;  let  him 
be  wise  in  making  an  exact  judgment  of 
words  ;  let  him  be  pure  in  all  his  actions. 

31  But  still  by  how  much  the  more  he  seems 

to  be  '  above  others,  by  reason  of  these  things, '  ^'••*^- 
by  so  much  the  more  will  it  behove  him  to  be 
humble-minded ;  and  to  seek  what  is  profita- 
ble to  all  men,  and  not  his  own  advantage. 


CHAP.  XXI. 

I  The  valae  which  God  puts  upon  love  and  onitf ;  the  effects  of  a 
true  charity,  8  which  it  the  gift  of  God,  and  must  be  obtained  by 
prayer. 

HE  that  has  the  love  that  is  in  Christ,  let 
him  keep  the  commandments  of  Christ. 

2  For  who  is  able  to  express  the  "obliga-.Bond. 
tion  of  the  love  of  God  ?     What  man  is  suffi- 
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cient  to  declare,  ^s  is  fitting,  the  excellency  of 
its  beauty  ? 

3  The  height  to  which  charity  leads  is  inex- 
pressible. 
•  ohiei.         4  Charity  •  unites  us  to  God ;  •  charity  cov- 
•^^*^ers  the  multitude  of  sins:  ' charity  endures 
^*«  *      all  things,  is  long-suffering  in  all  things. 

5  There  is  nothing  base  and  sordid  in  char- 
ity :  charity  lifts  not  itself  up  above  others ; 
admits  of  no  divisions  ;  is  not  seditious  ;  but 
does  all  things  in  peace  and  concord. 

6  By  charity  were  all  the  elect  of  God  made 
perfect:  without  it  nothing  is  pleasing  and 
acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God. 

JTaiMMup.  7  Through  charity  did  the  Lord  "join  us  un- 
to himself ;  whilst  for  the  love  that  he  bore  to- 
wards us,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  gave  his  own 
blood  for  us,  by  the  will  of  God  ;  his  flesh,  for 
our  flesh  ;  his  soul,  for  our  souls. 

8  IT  Ye  see,  beloved,  how  great  and  won- 
derful a  thing  charity  is  ;  and  how  that  no  ex- 
pressions are  suflicient  to  declare  its  perfec- 
tion. 

9  But  who  is  fit  to  be  found  in  it  ?  Even 
such  only  as  God  shall  vouchsafe  to  make  so. 

10  Let  us  therefore  pray  to  him,  and  be- 
seech him,  that  we  may  be  worthy  of  it ;  that 
so  we  may  live  in  charity  ;  being  unblamable, 
without  human  propensities,  without  respect  of 
persons. 

11  All  the  ages  of  the  world,  from  Adam, 
even  unto  this  day,  are  passed  away ;  but  they 
who  have  been  made  perfect  in  love,  have  by 
the  grace  of  God  obtained  a  place  among  the 
righteous ;  and  shall  be  made  manifest  in  the 

Tei5i?"Jr  'judgment  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 

Tteiua^        12  For  it  is  written, "  Enter  into  thy  cham- 

u^ao.     bers  for  a  little  space,  till  my  anger  and  indig- 
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nation  shall  pass  away :  and  I  will  remember 
the  good  day,  and  will  raise  you  up  out  of 
your  graves. 

13  Happy  *  then  shall  we  be,  beloved,  if  we  *  ak.  we. 
shall  have  fulfilled  the  commandments  of  God, 

in  the  unity  of  love  ;  that  so  through  love,  our 
gins  may  be  forgiven  us. 

14  For  so  it  is  written,   'Blessed  are  they^."" 
whose  iniquities  are  forgiven,  and  whose  sins 

are  covered.  Blessed  is  the  man  to  whom  the 
Lord  imputeth  no  sin,  and  in  whose  mouth 
there  is  no  guile. 

15  JVow  this  blessing  is  fulfilled  in  those 
who  are  chosen  by  God,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord,  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 


CHAP.  xxn. 

1  He  •xborts  such  as  have  been  concerned  in  these  divisions,  ta  re. 
pent,  and  return  to  their  unity,  confessing  iheir  sin  to  God,  7  which 
he  enforces  from  the  example  of  Moses,  10  and  of  many  among 
the  heathen,  23  and  of  Judith  and  Esther  among  the  Jews. 

LET  us  therefore,  as  many  as  have  trans- 
gressed by  any  of  the  •'suggestions  of  the  ad- f/S:.^™*"* 
versary,  beg  God's  forgiveness. 

2  And  as  for  those  who  have  been  the  'heads*  chief  letd- 
ofthe  sedition  and  faction  among  you,   ^let/™They 
them  look  to  the  common  end  of  our  hope.      **"^*'^ 

3  For  as  many  as  are  ^endued  with  fear rwaikac- 
and  charity,  would  rather  they  themselves  ITvelS^**'' 
should  fall  into  trials  than  their  neighbours; 

and  choose  to  be  themselves  condemned,  rath- 
er than  that  the  good  and  just  charity  deliver- 
ed to  us,  should  suffer. 

4  For  it  is  seemly  for  a  man  to  confess 
wherein  he  has  transgressed. 
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thS?*"  5  *And  not  to  harden  his  heart,  as  the 
hearts  of  those  were  hardened,  who  raised  up 
sedition  against  Moses,  the  servant  of  God  ; 

i  Nwi>.ari.^hQg0  punishment  was  manifest  *  unto  all  men; 
for  they  went  down  alite  into  the  grave,  death 
swallowed  them  up. 

iBiod.tT.  6  J  Pharaoh  and  his  host,  and  all  the  rulers 
of  Egypt,  their  chariots  also  and  their  horse- 
men, were  for  no  other  cause  drowned  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  perished,  but  be- 
cause they  hardened  their  foolish  hearts,  after 
so  many  signs  done  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  by 
Moses  the  servant  of  God. 

7  IT  Beloved,  God  is  not  indigent  of  any 
thing ;  nor  does  he  demand  any  thing  of  us, 
but  that  we  should  confess  our  sins  unto  him. 

*pllurwx.     ®  ^^^  ^^  ®^y®  ^^^  *  ^^^y  D^vid, '  I  will  con- 

^'  fess  unto  the  Lord,  and  it  shall  please  him  bet- 

ter than  a  young  bullock  that  hath  horns  and 
hoofs.    Let  the  poor  see  it  and  be  glad. 

••Pi»imi.i4.  9  And  again  he  saith,  *  Offer  unto  G^od  the 
sacrifice  ofpraise,  and  pay  thy  vows  unto  the 
Most  Highest.  And  call  upon  me  in  the  day 
of  trouble,  and  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou 

j^PiUmii  ghalt  glorify  me.  "The  sacrifice  of  God  is  a 
broken  spirit. 

10  IT  Ye  know,  beloved,  ye  know  full  well, 
the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  have  thoroughly 
searched  into  the  oracles  of  God  :  call  them 
therefore  to  your  remembrance. 

1 1  For  when  Moses  went  up  into  the  mount, 
and  tarried  there  forty  days  and  forty  nights 
in  fasting  and  humiliation,  God  said  unto  him, 

jtodJtDif  Arise,  Moses,  get  thee  down  quickly  from 
hence,  for  thy  people,  whom  thou  broughtest 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  have  committed 
wickedness ;  they  have  soon  transgressed  the 
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» 

their  ora<!leSy  *have  giyea  »p  themselves  unto^ 
death ;  thai  by  their  own  blood,  they  might 
deliver  their  •  country  from  destruction. 

19  '  Others  have  forsaken  their  cities,  that 
so  they  might  put  an  end  to  the  seditions  of 
them. 

20  We  know  ho^v  many  among  ourselves 
have  given  up  themselves  unto  bonds,  that 
thereby  they  might  free  others  from  them. 

21  Others  have  sold  themselves  into  bond- 
age, that  they  might  feed  '  their  brethren  with 
the  price  of  themselves. 

22  And  even  many  women,  being  strength- 
ened by  the  grace  of  God,  have  done  many^ 
glorious  and  manly  things  on  such  occasions* 

i??3t"'  23  The  blessed  'Judith,  when  her  city  was 
besieged,  desired  the  elders,^  that  they  would 

•Tbt  urM- suffer  her  to  go  into  the  camp  of  'their  ene- 
mies :  and  she  wont  out,  exposing  herself  to 
danger,  for  the  love  she  bare  to  her  country 
and  her  people  that  were  besieged  ;  and  the 
Lord  delivered  Holofemes  into  the  hands  of 
a  womanw 

•^M»«^.  24  Nor  did  *  Esther,  being  perfect  in  faith, 
expose  herself  to  any  less  hazard,  for  the  de- 
Uvery  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  in  danger 
of  being  destroyed.  For  by  fasting  and  hum* 
bling  herself,,  she  entreated  the  Great  Maker 

•A|«;wh*^^  all  things,  the  God  of  'spirits ;  so  that,  be- 
holding the  humanity  of  her  soul,  he  delivered 
the  people,  for  whose  sake  she  was  in  periL 
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CHAP.  xxm.    ' 

'The  benefit  of  motaol  advice  and  correction.    He  entreats  them  to 
follow  that  which  is  here  |rtvea  to  them. 

WHEREFORE  let  us  also  pray  for  such 
as  are  fallen  iato  •*  siu.     That  being  endued  tJj^**^*' 
mih  humility  and  moderation,  they  may  sub- 
mit not  unto  us,  but  to  the  will  of  God. 

2  For  by  this  means   'they  shall  obtain  aiJJSlS* 
fruitful  and  perfect  remembrance,  with  mer- 
cy, both  in  our  prayers  to  God,  and  in  our 
mention  of  them  before  his  ^  saints.  fJiliM 

3  Let  us  receire  correction,  at  which  no  ^ 
taan  ought  to  repine. 

4  Beloved,  the  reproof  and  the  correction 
which  we  exercise  towards  one  another,  is 
good,  and  exceeding  profitable  ;  for  it  unites 
us  the  more  closely  to  the  will  of  God. 

5  For  so  says  the  Holy  Scripture,  'The^'^jj^^ 
Lord  corrected  me,  but  be  did  not  deliver  me 

over  unto  death.    *For  whom  the  Lord  lov- *  proriitii. 
«th  he  chasteneth,  and  scourgeth  every  son 
whom  he  receiveth. 

6  *The  righteous,  saith  he,  shall  instruct  i.^"^**" 
me  in  mercy  and  reprove  me  ;  but  let  not  oil 

of  sinners  make  fat  my  head. 

7  And  again  he  saith,  -'Happy  is  the  man^^J*^  "• 
whom  God  corrccteth ;  therefore  despise  not 
thou  the  chastening  of  the  Almighty. 

8  For  he  maketh  sore  and  bindeth  up  ;  he 
woundeth  and  his  hands  make  whole. 

9  He  shall  deliver  thee  in  six  troubles  ;  yea, 
in  seven  there  shall  no  evil  touch  thee.  In 
famine  he  shall  redeem  thee  from  death,  and 
in  war,  from  the  power  of  the  sword. 

10  Thou  shalt  be  hid  from  the  scourge  of 
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the  tongue ;  neither  shalt  thou  be  afraid  of 
destructioawhcn  it  cometh. 

11  Thou  shalt  laugh  at  the  wicked  and  sin- 
ners ;  neither  shalt  thou  be  afraid  of  the  beasts 
of  the  earth.  The  wild  beasts  shall  be  at 
peace  with  thee. 

12  Then  shalt  thou  know  that  thy  house 
shall  be  in  peace ;  and  the  habitation  of  thy 
tabernacle  shall  not  err.  Thou  shalt  know 
also  that  thy  seed  shall  be  great,  and  thy  off- 
spring as  the  grass  of  the  earth. 

13  Thou  shalt  come  to  thy  grave  as  the 
ripe  corn,  that  is  taken  in  due  time ;  like  as  a 
shock  of  corn  cometh  in,  in  its  season. 

14  Ye  see,  beloved,  how  there  shall  be  a 
defence  to  those  that  are  corrected  of  the 
Lord.  For  being  a  good  instructer,  he  is  wil- 
hng  to  admonish  us  by  his  holy  discipline. 

15  Do  ye  therefore  who  laid  the  first  foun- 
dation of  this  sedition,  submit  yourselves  un- 

ftEideii.     to  your  *  priests;  and  be  instructed  unto  re- 
pentance, bending  the  knees  of  your  hearts. 

16  Learn  to  bo  subject,  laying  aside  all 
proud  and  arrogant  boasting  of  your  tongues. 

17  For  it  is  better  for  you  to  be  found  lit- 
{*J^''"^"tle,  and  approved,  in  the  'sheepfold  of  Christ, 

than  to  seem  to  yourselves  belter  than  others, 
torftoi^and  be  cast  out  of  his  "  fold. 

18  For  thus  speaks  the  excellent  and  all- 
J^**^  virtuous  wisdom,  "Behold,  I  will  pour  out  the 

word  of  my  spirit  upon  you,  1  will  make 
known  my  speech  unto  you. 

19  Because  I  called  and  ye  would  not 
hear,  I  stretched  out  my  words  and  ye  regard- 
ed not. 

20  But  ye  have  set  at  naught  all  my  coun- 
sel, and  would  none«of  my  reproof.    I  will 
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also  laugh  at  your  calamity,  and  mock  when 
your  feai:  cometh ; 

21  When  your  fear  cometh  as  desolation, 
and  your  destruction  as  a  whirlwind,  when 
distress  and  anguish  cometh  upon  you. 

22  Then  shsdl  ye  call  upon  me,  bat  I  will 
not  hear  you :  the  wicked  shall  seek  me,  but 
they  shall  not  find  me.  For  that  they  hated 
knowledge,  and  did  not  seek  the  fear  of 
the  Lord. 

23  They  would  not  hearken  unto  my  coun- 
sel :  they  despised  all  my  reproof.  There- 
fore shall  they  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own 
ways ;  and  be  filled  with  their  own  wicked- 
ncss. 


CHAP.  XXIV, 

1  Recomniendt  them  to  God.    3.  Desires  speedfly  to  hear  that  this 
epistle  has  had  a  good  effect  upon  them.    4.  Conclusion. 


Vastsfb 


NOW  God  the  inspector  of  all  things,  the 
•  Father  of  spirits,  and  the  Lord  of  all  flesh, 
who  has  chosen  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  us 
by  him,  to  be  his  peculiar  people ; 

2  Grant  to  every  soul  of  man  that  calleth 
upon  his  glorious  and  holy  name,  faith,  fear, 
peace,  long-sufifering,  patience,  temperance, 
holiness  and  sobriety,  unto  all  well  pleasing 

'in  his  sight;  through  our  High-Priest  ana^rohii 
Protector  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  be  glory  and"*"* 
majesty,  and  power,  and  honour,  unto  him 
now  and  for  evermore.  Amen. 

3  If  The  messengers  whom  we  have  sent 
unto  you,  Claudius,  Ephehus  and  Valerius  Bi- 
to,  with  Fortunatus,  send  back  to  us  again 
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with  all  speed  in  peace  and  with  joy,  that  they 
may  the  sooner  acquaint  us  with  your  peace 
and  concord,  so  much  prayed  for  and  desired 
by  us ;  and  that  we  may  rejoice  in  your  good 
order. 

4  The  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be 
with  you,  and  with  all  that  are  any  where  call- 
ed by  God  through  him ;  To  whom  be  hon- 
our and  glory,  and  might  and  majesty,  and 
» ufan.  eternal  dominion,  by  '  Christ  Jesus,  from  ever- 
lasting to  everlasting.  Amen. 
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A  DISCOURSE 

CONCERNING 

The  epistle  of   ST.  POLYCARP  to  the  PHI- 
LIPPIANS. 

Of  the  time  when  St  Polycarp  wrote  this  Epistle.  The  reason  of  its 
being  placed  before  the  Epistles  of  Ignatius.  That  St.  Polycarp 
wrote  several  other  pieces ;  yet  nothing  of  his  now  remaining  but 
only  this  Epistle.  Whether  this  Epistle  has  been  interpolated,  as 
those  of  Ignatius  were  ?  the  latter  part  of  it  vindicated  against  the 
exceptions  of  Monsieur  Daille,  and  some  others.  Of  the  transla- 
tion  of  it  into  our  own  language  by  Dr.  Cave  ;  and  of  the  present 
edition  of  it. 

1.  The  next  piece  that  follows  in  the  present  collec- 
tion, is  the  Epistle  of  St.  Polycarp  to  the  Philippians. 
In  placing  which  I  have  folio  wed  the  example,  not  so 

much  of  our  most  reverend  Archbishop  Usher,  ^  as  of  «<  Edit  Poiy- 

carp,  and  Ig- 

Sl  Polycarp  himself ;  though  in  the  order  of  time  the  nai.  oxon. 
Epistles  of  Ignatius  ought  to  have  had  the  precedence  ; 
St.  Polycarp  not  writing  this  letter  to  the  Philippians  till 
about,  or  a  little  after,  the  time  when  that  glorious  mar- 
tyr suffered  for  the  faith  of  Christ ;  as  from  several  pas- 
sages in  the  Epistle  itself  may  plainly  be  made  to  appear. 

2.  For  first,  having  in  his  ninth  chapter  exhorted 
the  Philippians  to  obey  the  word  of  righteousness,  and 
to  exercise  all  patience  after  the  examples  of  those  holy 

men  whom  they  had  seen  among  them  ;  he  particularly  ^  ^  ^^  ^^ 
instances  in  Ignatius  •  as  one  of  them.     Now  the  acts  ^^"JJJb'g 
of  the  martyrdom  of  that  holy  Bishop  tell  us,  that  the  /  Man.    of 
time  when  they  beheld  his  patience  set  forth  before  their  x. 
eyes  was,  when  he  passed  by  them  in  chains  to  Rome, 
in  order  to  his  being  cast  to  the  wild  beasts,  according  to 
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the  sentence  pronounced  upon  him  by  the  Emperor 
Trajan;  consequently  this  Epistle  must  have  been 
written  some  time  after  his  condemnation. 

3.  But  St.  Polycarp  goes  still  farlher ;  and  in  the  next 
words  supposes,  that  Ignatius  might  have  been  dead  at 
the  time  he  wrote  to  them  for  enforcing  his  exhortation 
to  them  to  follow  the  examples  of  Ignatius,  and  the  rest 
of  those  excellent  men  whose  names  he  subjoins ;  being 
confident  of  this,  that  all  these  have  not  run  in  vain,  but 
in  feith  and  righteousness,  and  are  gone  to  the  place 
that  was  due  to  them  from  the  Lord,  with  whom  also 
they  suffered.  For  they  loved  not  this  present  world, 
but  him  who  died,  and  was  raised  again  by  God  for  us. 
In  which  words  he  evidently  implies  that  Ignatius  too, 
as  well  as  the  rest  of  those  whom  he  there  mentions,  was 
by  this  time  gone  to  the  place  that  was  due  to  him  from 
the  Lord,  upon  the  account  of  his  sufferings;  and  there- 
fore had  finished  his  martyrdom. 

4,  It  was  then  about  the  time  of  Ignatius'  death,  that 
St.  Polycarp  wrote  this  Epistle  to  the  PhiUppians.  And 
if  this  holy  man  had  suffered,  it  was  but  a  very  little 
time  since  he  had  done  so,  as  is  clear  from  another  pas- 

f^^S^  sage  of  the  same  epistle ;  e  where  he  desires  the  Philip- 
Humb.  dr,  pj^ng  (^  g^^d  him  word  about  what  they  had  heard  with 
any  certamty  concerning  Ignatius,  and  those  who  went 
to  Rome  with  him.  From  whence  it  appears,  that 
though  he  supposed  that  Ignatius  by  that  time  might 
have  suffered,  yet  he  had  not  received  any  certain  ac- 
count of  it,  but  was  still  to  learn  the  manner  and  cir- 
cumstances of  hb  passion. 

6.  Now  this  will  lead  us  to  a  more  exact  conjecture  of 
the  time  of  St  Pdycarp's  writing  the  Mowing  epistle, 
viz.  that  it  must  have  been  just  about  the  time  of  St.  Ig- 
natius' death,  it  being  no  way  probable  that  had  Igna* 
tius  been  any  long  time  dead,  so  great  a  Bishop,  and  eo 
dear  a  friend  of  his  as  St.  Polycarp,  should  still  have 
had  to  learn  the  certaioty  of  it. 
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6.  And  this  may  serve  not  only  to  fix  the  time  when 
this  epistle  was  written,  namely,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
of  our  Lord  116,  or  in  the  beginning  of  117 ;  but  also  to 
shew  how  groundless  their  exception  ^  is  against  the  au-  \n  ^oST*" 
thority  of  it,  who  pretend  to  find  out  a  contradiction  be-  ^'l^ 
tween  the  two  passages  I  have  now  mentioned  :  and^oS? 
would  from  thence  infer  either  the  utter  falseness  of  thisIiSl^i^os!*^ 
whole  epistle ;  or  at  least  conclude  that  the  latter  part  of 
it  is  none  of  Pdycarp's,  but  added  by  some  latter  hand, 
to  give  the  greater  credit  to  the  epistles  of  St.  Ignatius, 
which  they  are  resolved  by  all  means  to  reject  as  none  of 
his.    For  indeed,  were  not  men  wilUng  to  be  conten- 
tious, where  is  the  contradiction  they  so  much  boasted 
of  between  the  two  places  to  which  I  have  before  allu- 
ded ?     Is  it  that  in  the  former  of  them  he  sets  before 
them  the  sufferings  of  St.  Ignatius,  and  exhorts  them  to 
follow  the  example  of  his  patience  ?     It  is  evident  that 
the  sufferings  he  there  speaks  of,  were  those  which  the 
Philippians  had  seen  in  him :  the  weight  of  his  chains : 
the  hardships  of  his  journey,  the  rudeness  of  the  scddiers 
that  guarded  him,  and  of  which  the  blessed  martyr  him- 
self complains  in  one  of  his  epistles  ;  ^  and  to  add  no  more,  to^b»iSf^ 
the  expectation  of  that  cruel  death  he  was  suddenly  to"*^**"**^' 
undergo. 

7.  But  I  suppose  the  contradiction  lies  in  what  fol- 
lows :  that  in  one  place  ^  he  speaks  of  him  as  if  he  had  |^7m  iJd*'' 
alrcaily  suffered,  and  yet  in  the  other  desires  the  Philip- JjJ^^"* 
pians  to  send  him  word  concerning  what  they  had  heard 
of  it.  Now  what  is  there  in  all  this  that  does  not  very 
well  agree  tc^ether  ?  St.  Polycarp,  either  by  the  com- 
putation of  the  arrival  of  Ignatius  at  Rome,  or  by  the 
consideration  of  the  solemn  festival  that  was  at  that  time 
to  be  held  there,  and  at  which  it  was  usual  to  exhibit 
such  kind  of  spectacles  to  the  people  ;  or  it  may  be,  last- 
ly, from  the  accounts  which  he  had  received  of  this  holy 
martyr  from  some  of  those  that  were  with  him  ;  who 
did  not  doubt  but  that  Ignatius  was  dead  when  he  wrote 
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hk  epistle  to  the  PhUippians.  'Yet  having  not  at  thai 
time  received  any  certain  account  of  it,  and  being  not  ab- 
solutely sure,  whether  he  had  suffered  or  no,  or  if  he 
bad,  how  he  had  been  treated  by  his  enemies,  and  how 
be  had  behaved  himself  in  his  last  encounter  with  the 
beasts  ;  desires  the  Philippians,  who  were  much  nearer 
to  Rome  than  he  was,  and  might  therefore  very  proba- 
bly have  heard  much  later  from  thence  than  he  had 
done,  to  send  him  a  certain  account  of  what  they  knew 
as  to  this  matter.  What  is  there  in  all  this,  I  do  not  say 
that  looks  like  a  contradiction,  but  that  is  not  very  nat- 
ural: and  particularly  most  becoming  the  love  and 
friendship  of  the  blessed  Polycarp  towards  him  concern- 
ing whom  he  so  diligently  inquired  ?     I  am  sure  Photi- 

BttiL^Tinaii "®» ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^V  ^^^^  ^^^  epistle,  but  transcribed 
^^-  !*••  this  last  passage  out  of  it ;  though  a  severe  critic  as  any 
that  have  perused  it  since,  saw  no  contradiction  in  it  to 
any  thing  that  went  before ;  for  if  he  had,  he  woukl  not 
likely  have  let  it  pass,  without  making  some  reflection 
upon  it. 

8.  Let  me  add,  that  neither  could  they  see  the  con- 
tradiction here  pretended,  who  in  our  present  times  would 
have  been  as  forward  as  any  to  have  made  use  of  it  to 
the  disadvantage  of  this  epistle,  had  they  had  but  the 
least  grounds  so  to  do.     I  shall  notice  only  two :  the  first, 

•  frdief.  td  the  late  learned  divine  of  Leyden,  Monsieur  le  Moyne :  «■ 

Var.  Sacr.  in  ^         f  ^ 

who  though  he  judged  the  passage  relating  to  St.  Igna- 
tius' epistles,  which  was  wanting  in  his  manuscript,  to 
be  abrupt,  and  would  from  thence  argue  against  the  au- 
thority of  it ;  yet  has  made  no  reflection  on  the  words 
immediately  following,  in  which  those  others  will  have 
the  contradiction  direct 

9.  The  other  that  I  shall  mention  in  opposition  to  this 
-,     „    -  pretence,  is  a  still  later  writer,  Ernestus  Tentzelius ;  ■ 

BCH'Ct.  EZ'  •.11 

««»^Nj»- who  though  no  great  friend  to  this  epistle,  which  he 
supposes  to  have  been  corrupted,  no  less  than  those  of 
Ignatius  were  in  the  ancient  editions  of  them ;  yet  ut. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TO  THE  PHILIPPIANS.  fi9 

ierly  refuses  to  comply  with  tbis  objection,  not  appre- 
hending that  there  was  the  least  ground  for  it 

10.  But  to  return  from  this  digression,  in  answer  to 
the  exception  of  two  of  the  most  learned  adversaries  of 
this  epistle,  against  the  credit  of  it :  though,  as  I  have 
now  shewn,  St.  Polycarp  wrote  not  to  the  Philippians 
till  after  the  death  of  St.  Ignatius,  and  consequently  this 
epistle  in  order  of  time  ought  to  have  been  placed  alter 
those  which  the  other  wrote  immediately  before  it ;  yet 
it  was  proper  to  give  this  the  precedency  in  the  follow- 
ing collection,  both  as  containing  a  most  proper  intro- 
duction to  the  epistles  of  Ignatius,  and  as  having  in  all 
probability  been  first  sent  in  the  same  order  by  St.  Poly- 
carp to  the  Philippians. 

11.  For  thus  we   find  that  holy  man  speaking  to 

them  in  the  close  of  his  letter :  ^  the  epistles  ot  Itrnatius,  *  PoJyow 
which  he  wrote  unto  us,  together  with  what  others  of  **«• 
his  have  come  to  our  hands,  we  have  sent  unto  you  ac- 
cording to  your  order ;  which  are  subjoined  to  this  epis- 
tle.    So  both  EusebiusP  transcribed  it  out  of  the  origi- Jj-JjJ^^^j^ 
nal  Greek  ;  and  so  we  find  it  in  our  ancient  Latin  ver-^-  ui.eap. 
sion,  q  which  is  all  that  remains  of  that  part  of  this  ^P^s-[^^^^^i^'' 
tie  ;  from  whence  our  learned  Archbishop  Usher  ^  with  ^  Dinert.  de 
great  reason  concludes,   that  Su  Polycarp  caused  the  c«p."u.  ** 
copies  of  Sl  Ignatius'  epistles  to  be  immediately  added 
at  the  end  of  his  own,  and  sent  them  to  the  Philippians 
together  with  it. 

12.  And  this  perhaps  may  have  been  one  great 
means  of  preserving  this  epistle  of  St.  Polycarp,  from  the 
late  that  has  attended  all  the  rest  of  his  writings.  For 
being  often  transcribed  together  with  those  of  Ignatius, 
and  commonly  placed  at  the  front  of  them,  they  mutual- 
ly helped  to  secure  each  other:  whilst  the  rest  of  his^ibi.  Tmcm. 

^  ^  cixvi.  p.  305. 

writings,  for  the  want  of  being  thus  collected  together, 'p^^«°cr»pi. 
have  for  a  long  time  been  so  utterly  lost  to  the  world,  T^u^^b^' 
that  neither  Photius,  ■  nor  St.  Hierome,  *  nor  Gusebius, "  "b'^'iy^^^JJ 
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seem  to  have  bad  any  particular  catalogue  of  them ;  nor 
hath  IreDeeus,  the  disciple  of  St.  Polycarp,  given  us  any. 
13.  Indeed  concerning  the  last  of  these,  I  mean  Ire- 
•  fren^pift.  neeus ;  ^  he  tells  us  that  this  great  man  did  write  sever 

ad  Florin.  '  ° 

ffi]jdEujeb.al  epistles,  not  only  to  the  neighbouring  churches,  to 
ub.T.c90.  confirm  them  in  the  faith,  but  even  to  particular  per- 
sons, for  their  instruction  and  admonition.  But  what 
they  were,  or  to  whom  they  were  sent,  neither  does  he 
say,  nor  does  Eusebius,  where  he  speaks  of  the  writings 
of  St.  Polycarp,  mention  any  more  I  ban  that  epistle  to 
the  Philippians,  of  which  we  are  now  discoursing.  And 
»B.  Maxi-    though  a  fcw  later  authors  *  pretend  to  give  us  the  very 

mui  Prolog.     .,.  1/.1I  1 

In  Dionyg.  titlcs  of  some  Other  of  his  works ;  yet  have  we  reasi)n  to 
daa  In  Poly-  doubt  from  this  silcuce  of  those  who  lived  the  nearest  to 
Uaeru  Dia-  his  time,  that  their  authority  is  but  small ;  nor  can  we 
Script.  Unai.  say  that  even  the  pieces  which  they  name,  are  at  pres- 
Mi.'Exorc.    ent  any  where  to  be  found. 

Select,  de  ^^ 

Polycarp.         14.  Nor  shall  I  except  here  those  fragments  lately 

num.  xxxvi.  *^  o  j 

"Adiib  ill  Published  by  Fevardentius  r  out  of  Victor  Capuanus, 
*Li)ndiM7  ^ud  reprinted  by  Bishop  Usher  *  in  his  appendix  to  Ig- 
p*3*-  natius;  in  which  as  there  are  some  things  which  nei- 

«  UeieriuB  ^^^^  Father  Halloix,  »  nor  our  learned  Usher  »  could  ap- 
^{^'t^J**^  prove  of,  as  written  by  St.  Polycarp,  so  the  distance  of 
4  Victor  ca-  him  ^  who  was  the  first  collector  of  them  from  the  time 

puanufl,  he  i     i  •  r  /•   i      i 

lived  uitxo    of  that  blessed  martyr,  and  the  manifest  proofs  he  has  on 
other  occasions  given  of  his  little  care  and  judgment  in 
distinguishing  the  works  of  the  ancient  Fathers  who  liv- 
ed long  before  him  ;  not  to  say  any  thing  of  the  passa- 
c  Cave  iiistges  themselves  ascribed  to  St.  Polycarp,  ^  but  little  agree- 
lyc.  p.  28.  le  able  to  the  Apostolic  age  :  all  these  considerations  have 
ad  Var.  Bacrl  justly  restrained  learned  men   from  giving  much  credit 

Tenizel.  Ex- ^      /       ^  .  •    •  u  i    i         • 

ercit.  Select,  to  those  fiaffments,  or  from  receivmg  them  as  belonging 

iv.dePolyc.  .  .^  '       .  -       =*  ^      ^ 

n.  xiix.  Du    in  any  wise  to  so  ancient  an  author. 

Wn.  Blbl.  T^  1  1  r     i  f  •      • 

Ecci.  inPo-  15.  But  whatever  becomes  of  these  fragments,  it  is 
certain  that  the  epistle  which  I  have  here  subjoined,  is 
the  genuine  work  of  this  holy  man,  and  worthy  of  that 
great  character  which  antiquity  has  given  of  it     Even 
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Monsieur  Daille  ^  himself  confesses,  that  excepting  only  ^i^^f^ 
^  the  close  of  it,  against  which  it  was  necessary  for  him  to*^"P-  "^ 
^leclare  himself,  there  is  nothing  in  it  that  either  ought 
to  offend  any,  or  that  may  be  thought  unworthy  of 
Poly  carp.     But  LeMoyne«  goes  farther;  he  tells  us'Proi.td 
that  he  does  not  see  how  any  one  can  entertain  the  least  jom.  i  in  Po- 
suspicion  against  it ;  that  there  is  not  perhaps  any  work 
ext;int  that  has  a  more  certain  evidence  of  being  genu- 
ine, than  this.     In  short,  if  it  be  lawful  to  doubt  this, 
there  will  be  no  monument  of  antiquity  left  which  we 
may  not  as  well  call  in  question,  and  reject  as  spuri- 
ous. 

16.  Indeed  so  general  is  the  reception  which  learned 

men  f*  on  all  sides  have  given  to  this  epistle,  that  I  might /yid.  apod 
well  omit  any  farther  discourse  in  confirmation  of  the  p^^JJi^.  *** 
credit  and  authority  of  it.     But  seeing  there  have  l)een  n^l^'u^'p. 
two  things  started  by  some  of  late,  if  not  utterly  to  de-  *^' 
stroy,  yet  at  least  to  lessen  the  reputation  of  this  piece  ;  I 
will  consider,  in  short,  what  may  fairly  be  replied  to  both 
their  exceptions. 

17.  Now  the  first  is  that  of  Tentzelius,  f  in  his  ex-  ^  £^^^,^ 
erciiation  upon  this  epistle  ;  who,  though  he  allows  it  to  ^^  ^^ 
be  undoubtedly  genuine,  yet  supposes  it  to  have  been^***^* 
corrupted  by  the  same  hand  that  we  confess  did  corrupt 

the  epistles  of  Ignatius,  i»  about  six  hundred  years  after  *u«eriai 
Christ.     But  to  this  I  reply,  first,  that  it  is  allowed  thatEptit.  ignat. 

cap.  vl.  p.  38. 

there  is  nothing  in  this  epistle  that  may  give  any  just 
grounds  for  the  suspicion  of  any  such  fraud  as  this:  it 
being  acknowledged  even  by  Monsieur  Daille  himself, 
one  of  the  greatest  adversaries  of  it,  to  be  an  epistle  in 
all  respects  worthy  of  St.  Polycarp,  excepting  only  in 
the  close  of  it  which  I  shall  consider  more  particularly 
hereafter.  So  that  either  we  have  this  epistle  pure  and 
uncorrupted  as  it  was  first  written ;  or  at  least,  we  have 
it  so  little  prejudiced  by  any  alterations  that  may  have 
been  made  in  it,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  epistle,  as  it 
now  in,  dangerous  in  point  either  of  faith  or  manners^ 
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or  that  might  not  well  have  been  written  by  St.  Poly- 
carp.     But  this  was  not  the  case  with  the  epistles  of  Su 
i  vid.  Dta-    Ignatius,  i  which  not  only  laboured  under  many  imperr 
c.  JT,  xi.  Ptinencies  unbecoming  the  character  of  that  great  raan^ 
but  were  fraught  witli  many  things  that  were  altogether 
fabulous :  nay,  if  we  may  credit  Archbishop  Usher,, 
p'm  ThL^  '^^^  ^^^^^  passages  in  ihem  that  tended  to  corrupt  the 
hL^mfitm-^^U  faith  of  Christ,  in  one  of  the  most  considerable 

ed,    proving  j^;^.     ^C  :, 
the  iDtcrpo-  P^"»'a  "I    »L. 

iTauus"/  '*"     18-  But  secondly,  that  the  episdes  of  Sl  Ignatius  ha  J 
£fvc^^?    b^cn  corrupted,  was  evident  from  the  disagreement  of 
SJictligl^W.  the  copies  ^  which  we  usually  had  of  them,  from  the 
^,'m^^"  quotations  of  the  ancient  Fathers,^  during  the  first  five 
iw^I%-  ce'ituries  from  them;     Now  this  was  a  most  unques- 
■*J^**P-*"tionable  demonstration  of  their  having  been  changed 
from  what  they  were  in  those  first  ages  in  which  those 
Fathers  lived  ;  and  accordingly  proved  to  be  so,  when 
the  old  Latin  version  of  Bishop  Usher  first,  and  then  the 
Florentine  Greek  edition  of  the  learned  Isaac  Tossius, 
came  to  be  compared  with  those  editions  of  them  that 
had  before  been  extant.    But  neitlier  does  this  excep- 
tion appear  against  the  present  epistle,  which  agrees 
••  EuBcb.     with  what  is  quoted  both  by  Eusebius  »  and  others  out 
Mb.  HI.  c.  5*.  of  it,  and  thereby  clearly  shows  our  present  copy  to  be 
mil.  Tniftin.  sincere  and  uncorrupted. 

•UVi.p.305.  -/^       r>i        .  1  I  .  I   •  t 

19.  oeemg  then  there  is  nothing  but  a  mere  conjeo- 
ture  for  the  depravation  of  this  epistle,  and  so  just  a  rea- 
son to  conclude  that  there  is  no  good  foundation  for  it ; 
certainly  none  that  will  compaie  with  the  arguments 
we  have  against  it :  I  think  we  may  conclude  that  for 
any  thing  which  yet  appears  to  the  contrary,  we  not 
only  have  the  genuine  epistle  of  St.  Polycarp^  but  that 
epistle  free  from  any  designed  corruptions,  or  deprava- 
tions. 
Tid  Lar-       20.  Nor  IS  there  any.  more,  and  I  do  not  say  there  is 
»e?^.u?vind.  much  less  weight,  in  the  conjecture  of  Monsieur  DaiUe," 
oof"'  ^    '  continued  and  abetted  by  his  learned  defender  Monsieur 
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Larrecpie,  though  without  any  other,  or  greater  proof, 
than  what  had  been  before  fully  answered  by  our  most 
learned  and  judicious  Bishop  Pearson  ;  namely,  that 
this  epistle  generally  ended  at  the  Doxology  which  we 
meet  with  in  the  12th  chapter,  and  that  what  follows 
concerning  the  epistles  of  St.  Ignatius,  has  been  added 
.to  it  by  some  latter  author.  But  what  proof  do  they  of- 
fer of  this  ?  what  authority  have  they  to  support  such  a 
supposition  ?  this  they  do  not  pretend.  All  they  have 
to  say  is,  that  the  Doxology  which  we  find  there,  seems 
to  imply  that  the  epistle  originally  went  no  farther :  and 
that  in  what  follows  there  is  a  plain  contradiction  to 
what  went  before ;  the  close  of  the  epistle,  speaking  of 
Ignatius,  as  being  still  alive,  whom  the  true  Polycarp 
had  before  set  forth  to  the  Philippians  as  having  suffer- 
ed, and  gone  to  the  place  that  was  prepared  for  him. 

21.  Concerning  the  latter  of  these  suggestions,  I  have 
already  shewn  how  vain  and  groundless  it  is.  Nor  can 
we  reasonably  suppose  that  any  one  who  designed  to 
serve  a  turn  by  corrupting  such  an  epistle  as  this,  would 
have  been  either  so  negligent  as  not  once  to  read  over 
the  piece  to  which  he  was  about  to  make  so  considerable 
an  addition  ;  or  having  read  it,  would  have  been  so 
foolish  as  to  have,  without  any  need,  subjoined  a  request 
to  the  Philippians,  directly  contrary  to  what  the  true 
Polycarp  had  toM  them  before,  and  which  consequently 
would  be  sure  to  discover  the  fraud,  and  frustrate  the 
design  of  it. 

22.  So  little  appearance  of  reason  there  is  in  this  sug- 
gestion, which  these  learned  men  insist  upon,  as  their 
main  argument  against  the  latter  part  of  this  epistle. 
As  for  the  other  objection  which  they  bring  against  it, 
viz.  thcU  St.  Polycarp  must  have  concluded  at  the  12th 
chapter,  because  of  the  vow  which  he  there  makes  for 
those  to  whom  he  wrote ;  I  reply,  first,  that  this  is  at 
the  best  but  a  very  uncertain  guess ;  seeing  it  is  noto- 
rious to  all  that  have  ever  read  the  epistles,  either  of  the 
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apostles,  or  those  that  followed  after,  that  nothing  is  more 
common  than  to  meet  with  such  kind  of  conclusions, 
•  8m  iTim-not  only  in  the  end,  but  in  the  beginning,  <>  and  mid- 
j»E^M.  ill.  die  ;  P  in  short,  in  every  part  of  their  epistles.     To  look 
S;  Dn'^no  farther  than  the  epistle  with  which  we  have  begun 
A5S!S.*ta*    this  collection,  viz.  of  St.  Clement  to  the  Corinthians  ; 
RoiD.3tiy.e.  j^^^  many  of  these  sort  of  stops  may  we  find  in  the 
progress  of  it  ?     I  am  sure  there  are  not  less  than  seven 
or  eight  of  them.     But  I  suppose  he  would  be  thought 
very  ridiculous,  who  should  therefore  reject  all  that  fol- 
k)wed  the  first  of  these,  as  none  of  St  Clement's,  but 
pieced  on  to  the  end  of  his  epistle  by  some  other  hand, 
^  merely  because  the  Doxology  seemed  to  imply  his  hav- 

ing concluded  there. 

23.  But  to  lay  aside  conjectures,  and  proceed  to  that 
which  will  put  a  final  end  to  this  difiiculty ;  I  observe, 
2dly,  that  this  passage  which  these  men  deny  to  be  St 
Poly  carp's,  and  suppose  to  have  been  added  to  it  by 

nS^ct  ^^^^  latter  hand,  is  e^^pressly  quoted  by  Eusebius  <i  in 
iii».m.c.3«.  his  Ecclesiastical  History,  as  a  part  of  this  epistle.  If, 
therefore,  it  is  the  addition  of  some  other  hand,  it  is  evi- 
dent it  was  added  to  it  before  Eusebius'  time,  that  is  to 
say,  within  two  hundred  years  after  the  time  of  St.  Po- 
lycarp's  writing  it ;  and  whether  or  no  this  is  probable, 
we  will  now  more  particularly  inquire. 

24.  For  the  better  clearing  of  which,  I  must  observe, 
that  this  epistle  of  St.  Polycarp,  like  that  of  St  Clement, 
foregoing,  was  for  several  hundreds  of  years  wont  to  be 

r  Hieron.  de  Rublicly  read  in  the  churches  of  Asia ;  so  St  Jerome  ^ 
5^*"^^ informs  us;  or  as  his  interpreter  Sophronius  renders 
him,  in  the  Synod  or  Convention  of  Asia :  by  which  a 
*  Le  Moyne  learned  man  >  supposes  we  are  to  understand  some  com- 
▼ar.sau*.    mou  meetings  of  the  Christians  in  those  parts,  answer- 
able to  the  like  assemblies  of  the  Gentiles  there  ;  and 
that  in  these,  this  epistle  was  frequently  read  to  them. 
^rjjjJEa-       25.  Hence  Irenceus  *  speaks  of  it  as  an  epistle  that  was 
SncS".  14.*  ^^  every  body's  hands ;  and  of  course  to  be  read  by  all, 
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for  the  benefit  of  their  faith  and  manners.  Which  be- 
ing so,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  bat  ibax  so  inquisitive 
a  searcher  into  antiquity  as  Eusebius,  must  needs  have 
been  very  well  acquainted  with  it ;  and  doubtless  have 
had  a  true  and  genuine  copy  of  it.  Seeing  tlien  he 
produces  ihis  passage  as  a  part  of  that  epistle  which 
was  generally  received  as  authentic  in  his  days ;  and 
that  the  epistle  itself  being  spread  into  all  bands,  and 
pablicly  read  in  the  Eastern  churches  immediately  after 
the  death  of  its  great  author,  could  not  have  been  cor- 
rupted or  altered  but  that  the  cheat  must  have  been  dis- 
covered ;  (of  which  we  have  not  the  least  intimation  m 
all  antiquity :)  I  think  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that 
this,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  that  epistle,  was  written  by  Su 
Poly  carp  himself;  and  not  added  to  his  epistle  by  some 
latter  person,  as  is  suggested,  not  only  without  reason, 
but  against  such  plain  and  unanswerable  evidence  to 
the  contrary. 

26.  Having  said  thus  much  in  vindicatitOn  of  this 
epistle,  and  to  clear  it  from  those  prejudices  that  have  of 
late  been  raised  against  it,  it  remains  only  for  me  to  ob- 
serve, that  though  the  following  translation  was  truly 
made  from  the  Greek  and  Latin  copies  of  it,  set  out  by 
Bishop  Usher  first,  and  since  reprinted  by  Cotelerius  in 
his  collection  of  the  Apostolical  Fathers;  yet  is  not 
this  the  first  time  that  this  epistle  has  appeared  in  our 
language.  For  our  most  diligent  and  learned  country- 
man, Dr.  Cave, '"  having  a  just  respect  to  the  worth  of  ^5^,5^ 
a  piece  so  highly  applauded  among  the  ancients,  and  so^pJSSm!^ 
well  deserving  the  esteem  of  all  good  men,  thought  it^^-'^^y**^ 
would  be  no  unuseful  digression  to  present  to  his  reader 
80  venerable  a  monument  of  the  Primitive  Church ;  and 
therefore  subjoined  it  entirely  to  his  account  of  the  life 
of  St  Pdycarp,  in  a  most  accurate  English  translation 
of  it 

Z]".  It  would  no  doubt  have  been  more  to  the  reader's 
satisfaction,  to  have  met  with  that  translation  of  this 
8* 
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epistle  here,  than  to  find  another,  which  he  may  have 
just  reason  to  suppose  can  never  equal  that  which  was 
finished  by  so  great  a  hand.  And,  indeed,  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  rendered  the  following  collection 
more  considerable,  by  the  reputation  of  a  translation 
made  by  so  eminent  an  author.  But,  however,  as  it 
now  is,  I  hope  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  pious 
peruser  of  it,  who,  whatever  other  defects  he  may  find 
in  it,  may  yet,  I  am  pretty  confident,  depend  upon  the 
^  exactness  of  the  translation  ;  seeing  I  perceive,  by  an 

after  collation  of  it,  that  it  does  not  differ  in  any  thing 
that  is  material,  from  that  of  the  judicious  and  worthy 
Dr.  Cave. 
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THE  EPISTLE  OF  POLYCARP 

TO  THE 

PHILIPPIANS. 


[The  genuineness  of  this  epistle  is  controverted,  but  implicitly  be<* 
lieved  by  Archbishop  Wake,  whose  translation  is  below.  There 
ia  also  a  translation  by  Dr.  Cave,  attached  to  his  life  of  Polycarp.] 


CHAP.  I. 

Commends  the  Philippians  for  their  respect  to  those  who  suffered 
for  the  Gospel ;  and  for  their  own  faith. 

POLYCARP,  and  the  presbyters  that  are 
with  him,  to  the  church  of  God  which  "is  at^^^^^""*' 
Phihppi ;  mercy  unto  you,  and  peace,  from 
God  Almighty,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our 
Saviour,  be  multiplied. 

2  I  rejoiced  greatly  with  you  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  received  the  images  of  a 
true  love,  and  accompanied,  as  it  behoved  you, 
those  who  were  in  bonds  becoming  saints ; 
which  are  the  crowns  of  such  as  are  truly 
chosen  by  God  and  our  Lord : 

3  As  also  that  the  *  root  of  the  faith  which  innn  root 
was  preached  from  ancient  times,  remains  firm  you.**""*" 
in  you  to  this  day  ;  and  brings  forth  fruit  to 

our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  suffered  himself 
to  be  brought  even  to  the  death  for  our  sins. 

4  *  Whom  God  hath  raised  up,  having  loos-«  ActiU.»4. 
ed  the  pains  of  death.    'Whom  having  notdir«t.i.8. 
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seen,  ye  love  ;  in  whom,  though  bow  ye  see 
him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  un- 
speakable and  full  of  glory. 
'  Eph.  ii.  8.      5  jjj^Q  which  many  desire  to  enter  ;  *  know- 
ing that  by  grace  ye  are  saved  ;  not  by  works, 
but  by  the  will  of  God,  through  Jesus  Christ. 
fi  Pet  I.        g  /  Wherefore,  girding  up  the  loins  of  your 
jf^psaimii.  minds;  ^ serve   the   Lord  with  fear,  and  in 
truth  ;  laying  aside  all  empty  and  vain  speech, 

*  ipet.i.si.and  the  error  of  many ;  *  believing  in  him  that 

raised  up  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead, 
and  hath  given  him  glory,  and  a  throne  at  his 
right  hand. 

7  To  whom  all  things  are  made  subject, 

.Phil. iiic.j^^^j^  that  are   in  heaven,  and  that  are  in 

j  Breath,  earth ;  whom  every  ^  living  creature  shall  wor- 
ship ;  who  shall  come  to  be  the  judge  of  the 
quick  and  dead ;  whose  blood  God  shall  re- 
quire of  them  that  believe  not  in  him. 

*flim.  8  But  he  that  raised  up  *  Christ  from  the 

dead,  shall  also  raise  up  us  in  Uke  manner, 

t  In.  if  y^Q  (Jo  his  will,  and  walk  ^  according  to  his 
commandments ;  and  love  those  things  which 
he  loved  : 

•  iiijuitice      9  Abstaining  from   all   "*  unrighteousness ; 

w^lik  "  iJ^ordinate   affection,   and  love  of  money ; 

m.t  ^^***from  evil  speaking ;  false  witness ;  not  ren- 
dering evil  for  evil,  or  railing  for  railing,  or 
striking  for  striking,  or  cursing  for  cursing. 

10.  But  remembering  what  the  Lord  haft 
TwchiJ!^."'''^^"ght  us,  saying,  Judge  not,  and  ye  shall 
Jj^^^^j;^;  not  be  judged  ;  forgive,  and  ye  shall  be  for- 
given ;  be  ye  merciful,  and  ye  shall  obtain^ 
mercy ;  for  with  the  same  measure  that  ye. 
mete  withal,  it  shall   be  measured  to  you 
again, 
^ifottv.a.      11  And. again^  that  ^blessed  are  the  pocM-, 
w.  LttkevL^jj^  jj^gy  jjjj^j  ^^  persecuted  for  righteoua* 
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ness'   sake;    for  theirs   is   the   kingdom  of 
God. 


CHAP.  II. 

1  Exhorts  to  faith,  hope,  and  charity.  5  Ajraioat  covetonaness,  and 
as  to  the  duties  of  husbands,  wives,  widows.  9  Deacons,  young 
men,  virgins,  and  presbyters. 

THESE  things,  my  brethren,  I  took  not 
the  liberty  of  myself  to  write  unto  you  con- 
cerning righteousness,  but  you  yourselves  be- 
fore encouraged  me  to  it. 

2  For  neither  can  I,  nor  any  other  such  as 

I  am,  come  up  to  the  wisdom  of  the  blessed 

and  renowned  Paul ;  who,  being  himself  in 

person  with  those  who  then  lived,  did  with  all 

exactness  and  soundness  teach  the  word  'ofj'^  «ij" 
,  vciap,  con- 

truth;  and  bemg  gone  from  you  wrote  ano«™ag 

'epistle  to  you.  rEpi.tiss. 

3  Into  which  if  you  look,  you  will  be  able  ciid^."i?*' 
to  edify  yourselves  in  the  faith  that  has  been  ^°^- 
delivered  unto  you  ;  which  is  the  mother  of 

us  all ;  being  followed  with  hope,  and  led  on 
by  a  general  love,  both  towards  God  and  to- 
wards Christ,  and  towards  our  neighbour. 

4  For  if  any  man  '  has  these  things,  he  has*^'^«"»'*- 
fulfilled  the  law  of  righteousness :  for  he  that 

has  charity  is  free  from  all  sin. 

5  But  the  love  of  money  is  the  '  root  of  all^B«g«^ 
evil.  Knowing  therefore  that  as  we  brought  Jjjj^^jj**^ 
nothing  into  this  world,  so  neither  may  we  j;-^'*-*^  i 
carry  any  thing  out;  let  us  "arm  ourselves  -  Beaimed. 
with  the  arm  of  righteousness. 

6  And  teach  ourselve?  first  to  walk  accord- 
ing to  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  ;  and 
then  your  wives  to  walk  likewise  '  according  •!»»• 
to  the  faith  that  is  given  to  them ;  *  in  charity,  •  i-^^- 
and  in  purity  ;  loving  their  own  husbands  with 
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•  TratiL     qI\   'sincerity,  and  all  others  alike  with  all 

temperance  ;  and  to  bring  up  their  children  in 
rofihe.     the  instruction  "  and  fear  of  the  Lord. 

7  The  widows  likewise  teach  that  thev  be 
sober  as  to  what  concerns  the  faith  of  the 
Lord ;  praying  always  for  all  men ;  being  far 
from  all  detraction,  evil  speaking,  false  wit- 
ness ;  from  covetousness,  and  from  all  evil. 

8  Knowing  that  they  are  the  altars  of  God, 
»^And  tiitt*  ^jj^  g^gg  j^jj  blemishes,  and  from  whom  no- 
thing is  hid  ;  who  searches  out  the  very  rea- 
sonings,  and  thoughts,  and   secrets  of  our 
hearts. 

9  If  Knowing,  therefore,  that  God  is  not 
mocked,  we  ought  to  walk  worthy  both  of  his 
command  and  his  glory. 

10  Also  the  deacons  must  be  blameless  be- 
^jSwif^^'fore  "  him,  as  the  ministers  of  God  in  Christ, 

and  not  of  men.     Not  false  accusers ;  not 
double-tongued ;    not  lovers  of  money ;  but 

*  Continent,  i  moderate  in  all  things  ;  compassionate,  care- 

ful; walking  according  to   the  truth  of  the 
Lord,  who  was  the  servant  of  all. 

11  Whom  if  we  please  in  this  present 
world,  we  shall  also  be  made  partakers  of  that 
which  is  to  come,  according  as  he  has  prom- 
ised to  us,  that  he  will  raise  us  from  the  dead ; 
and  that  if  we  shall  walk  worthy  of  him,  we 
shall  als6  reign  together  with  him,  if  we  be- 
lieve. 

12  In  like  manner  the  younger  men  must  be 
unblamable  in  all  things ;  above  all,  taking 
care  of  their  purity,  and  to  restrain  themselves 
from  all  evil.  For  it  is  good  to  be  cut  off  from 
the  lusts  that  are  in  the  world ;  because  every 

iicJr.*ii";such  'lust  warreth  against  the  spirit:  ''and 

*^-  neither  fornicators,  nor  effeminate,  nor  abu- 

iters  of  themselves  with  mankind,  shall  inherit 
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the  kingdom  of  God ;  nor  they  who  do  such 
things  as  are  foolish  and  unreasonable. 

13  Wherefore  ye  must  needs  abstain  from 

all  these  things  ;  being  subject  to  the  'priests'^*""*" 
and  deacons,  as  unto  God  and  Christ. 

14  The  virgins  admonish  to  walk  in  a  spot- 
less and  pure  conscience. 

15  And  let  the  ^elders  be  compassionate -^^'^y**^" 
and  merciful  towards  all ; '  turning  them  from  J^^ik-xxxiv. 
their  errors ;  seeking  out  those  that  are  weak ; 

not  forgetting  the  widows,  the  fatherless,  and 

the  poor;  but  always  *  providing  what  is  goodn^''"''  *** 

both  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man. 

16  Abstaining  from  all  wrath,  respect  of 
persons,  and  unrighteous  judgment;  and  es- 
pecially being  free  from  all  covetousness. 

17  Not  *  easy  to  believe  any  thing  against  ^  swimy  be- 
any ;  not  severe  in  judgment;  knowing  that*^^"^^*' 
we  are  all  debtors  in  point  of  sin. 

18  If  therefore  we  pray  to  the  Lord  that  he 
would  forgive  us,  we  ought  also  to  forgive  oth- 
ers ;  for  we  are  all  in  the  sight  of  our  Lord 

and  God ;  ^  and   must   all   stand  before   thej^^Rom.  xw. 
judgment  seat  of  Christ;  and  shall  every  oneioi 
give  an  account  *  of  himself.  *  For. 

19  Let  us  therefore  serve  him  in  fear,  and 
with  all  reverence  as  both  himself  hath  com- 
manded ;  and  as  the  Apostles  who  have 
preached  the  Gospel  unto  us,  and  the  proph- 
ets who  have  foretold  the  coming  of  our  Lord, 
have  taught  us ; 

20  Being  zealous  of  what  is  good ;  abstain- 
ing from  all  offence,  and  from  false  brethren  ; 
and  from  those  who  bear  the  name  of  Christ 
in  hypocrisy  ;  who  deceive  vain  men. 
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CHAP.  m. 

1  As  td  faith  in  our  SaTioar  Christ ;  his  nature  and  sufferings  ;  the 
resurrection  and  judgment  3  Exhorts  to  prayer,  5  and  steadiest, 
ness  in  the  faith,  from  the  examples  of  Christ,  7  and  Apostles  and 
saints,  and  exhorts  to  carefulness  in  all  well-doing. 

ii joimiv.3.     poR  '  whosoever  does  not  confess  that  Je- 
sus Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh,  he  is  Anti- 
mLm  T"  Christ :  and  whosoever  does  not  confess  "  his 
^'•"**~*     suflerings  upon  the  cross,  is  from  the  devil. 

2  And  whosoever  perverts  the  oracles  of 
the  Lord  to  his  own  lusts ;  and  says  that  there 
shall  neither  be  any  resurrection,  nor  judg- 
ment, he  is  the  first-born  of  Satan. 

3  Wherefore,  leaving  the  vanity  of  many, 
and  their  false  doctrines  ;  let  us  return  to  the 
word  that  was  delivered  to  us  from  the  begin- 

•  Peter  iv.  7.  ning  ;  "  Watching  unto  prayer ;  and  persever- 

ing in  fasting : 

4  With  supplication  beseeching  the  all-see- 

•  Mac.TLi3.iQg  God  °  not  to  lead  us  into  temptation;  as 
jMaL  «vi  jjj^  L^yj  j^^^j^  g^jj  .  p  rpj^^  gpjj^.^  ^^^^^  .g  ^.j^ 

ling,  but  the  flesh  is  weak. 

5  Let  us  therefore,  without  ceasing,  hold 
steadfastly  to  him  who  is  our  hope,  and  the 
earnest    of  our    righteousness,    even  Jesus 

f^ij»at  u. Christ;  'Who  his  own  self  bare  our  sins  in 
his  own  body  on  the  tree  ;  who  did  no  sin, 
neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth.    But  suf- 

J^'5^i^*^fered  all  for  us  that  we  might  live  ''  through 
him.  ^ 

6  Let  us  therefore  imitate  his  patience  :  and 
if  we  sufier  for  hi^  name,  let  us  glorify  him ; 
for  this  example  h^  has  given  us  by  himself, 
and  so  have  we  believed. 

7  Wherefore  I  exhort  all  of  you  that  ye 
obey  the  word  of  righteousness,  and  exercise 
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all  patience ;  which  ye  have  seen  set  forth  be- 
fore your  eyes,  not  only  in  the  blessed  Igna- 
tius, and  Zozimus,  and  Rufus  ;  but  in  others 
among  yourselves  ;  and  in  Paul  himself,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Apostles  : 

8  Being  'confident  of  this,  that  all  these -Penutded. 
have  not  run  in  vain  ;  but  in  faith  and  right- 
eousness, and  are  gone  to  the  place  that  was 

due  to  them  from  the  Lord  ;  with  whom  also 
they  suffered. 

9  For  they  loved  not  this  present  world  j 
but  him  who  died,  and  was  raised  again  by 
God  for  us. 

10  Stand  therefore  in  these  things,  and  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  Lord  ;  being  firm  and 
immutable  in  the  faith,  lovers  of  the  brother- 
hood, lovers  of  one  another ;  '  companions  to-  Jn^JJJj;***'** 
gether  in  the  truth,  "  being  kind  and  gentle  to- « vieidingto 

O         J  i_       ^1  J  •    •  °  each   other 

wards  each  other,  despismg  none.  the  mtidnen 

11  When  it  is  in  your  power  to  do  good,TobiCxii.V. 
defer  it    not ;    for   charity  delivereth    from 
death. 

12  Be  all  of  you  subject  one  to  another  ; 

•  having  your  conversation  "^  honest  among  the  l^  uililpS^ 
Gentiles  ;  that  by  your  good  works,  both  ye  ''*^'* 
yourselves  may  receive  praise,  and  the  Lord 
may  not  'be  blasphemed  through  you.      ButTiIriLs^' 
wo  be  to  him  by  whom  the  name  of  the  Lord 
16  blasphemed. 

13  Therefore  teach  all  men  sobriety ;  in 
which  do  ye  also  exercise  yourselves. 
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CHAP.  IV, 

Valens,  a  presbyter,  fiaTtng  fallen  mto  the  am  of  covetouaneas,  fie* 
exhorts  tbem  afpaiosf  it. 

I  AM  greatly  afflicted  fpr  Valens,  who  wafip 

once  a  presbyter  araoDg  you-;,  that  be  should 

so  little  understand  the  place  that  was.  giveit 

to  him  in  the  church.     Wherefore  I  admonish 

Lncc •'Ifr,*'  you  that  ye  abstain^  from  ''  covetousness ;  and 

ISiTfiuhT^  that  ye  be  chaste,  and  true  of  speech. 

Dr?Ham-        2  '  Kccp  yoursclvcs  from  all  eviL    For  he 

wkV  that  i&  these  things  cannot  govern  himself^ 

ttSSrtshow  shall  be  be  able  to  prescribe  them  Uy 

^»^"*"-*- another? 

3  If  a  man  does  not  keep  himself  from 
Dr^Hii^""""  covetousness,  he  shall  be  polluted  with  idola- 
SrV.**?©!  try,  and  be  judged  as  if  he  were  a  Gentile. 

4  But  who  of  you  are  ignorant  of  the  judg- 
MCor.Ti.2,j^gjjt  ^f  Q^j    6£)q  ^^  not  fcttow  that  the 

saints  shall  judge  the  world,  as  Paul  teaches? 
&  Bu4  I  have  neither  pecceiv^  nor  beard 
any  thing  o(  this  kind  in  you,  among,  whom 
•phiM.     the*  blessed '  Paul  laboured  j  and  who  are  na* 
med  in  the  beginning  of  bis  epistle. 

6  For  he  glories  of  you  in  all  the  churches' 
who  then  only  knew  God.;  for  we  did  not  thea 
know  him.  Wherefore,  my  brethren^  I  am 
exceedingly  sorry  both  for  him,  and  for  hia 
wife ;  tow'hom  Gpd  grant  a  true  sepentancor 

7  And  be  ye  also  moderate  upon  this  occa* 
sion  ;  and  look  not  upon  such  as  enemies,  butf: 
call  them  back  asr  suffering  and  erring  mem- 
bers, that  ye  may  save  your  whole  body :  for 
by  so  doing,  ye  shall  edify  your  own  selves. 

8  For  I  trust  that  ye  are  well  exercised  itt 
Ae  Holy  Scriptures,^  and  that  nothing  is  hid 
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from  yoa  :  but  at  present  it  is  not  granted  un- 
to me  to  practise  that  which  is  ^  written,  Be  fho^VcV 
aogry  and  sin  not ;  and  again,  let  not  ihe  sun  {"^'^  '^^ 
go  down  upon  your  wrath,  *^-  ^ 

9  Blessed  is  he  that  believeth  and  remem- 
beretb  these  things ;  which  also  I  trust  you  do% 

10  Now  the  God  and  Fothtr  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  he  himself  who  is  our  ever* 
Jasting  high-prieat,  the  Son  of  God,  even  Je- 
sus Christ,  build  you  up  in  faith  and  in  truth, 
and  in  all  meekness  and  lenity ;  in  patience 
and  long-sofferiiig,  in  forbearance  and  chasti- 
ty; 

11  And  grant  unto  you  a  lot  and  poition 
among  his  saints ;  and  us  with  you,  and  to  all 
that  are  under  the  heavens,  who  shall  believe 
in  our  Lord  Jesufi  Christ,  and  in  his  Father 

'  who  raised  him  irom  the  dead.  «x:d.  i.i. 

12  ^ Pray  for  all  the  saints:  pray  also  for /i Tim. h. 
kings,  and  'all  that  are  in  authority;  and  fori'?owe„ 
those  who  persecute  you,  and  hate  you,  Hnd"'*'^""*^ 
for  the  enemies  of  the  cross ;  that  your  fruit 

may  be  manifest  in  all ;  and  that  ye  may  be 
perfect  in  *  Christ.  *™" 

13  *  Ye  wrote  to  me,  both  ye,  and  also  Ig-{j^,.^JtoJ: 
natius,  that  if  any  one  went  from  hence  into 
Syria,  he  should  bring  your  letters  with  him; 
which  also  I  will  take  care  of,  as  soon  as  I 

flhall  have  a  convenient  opportunity ;  either 
by  myself,  or  him  whom  1  shall  send  upon 
your  account. 

14.  The  epistlesof  Ignatius  which  he  wrote 
-'unto  us,  together  with  what  others  of  hisit.«.To 
have  come  to  our  hands,  we  have  sent  to  you,  !*oXciirrcfc 
according  to  your  order;  which  are  subjoin- **^^"^'''** 
«d  to  thi«  epistle  : 

15  By  which  ye  may  be  greatly  profited ; 
for  they  treat  of  faith  and  patience,  and  of  all 
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k  Our  Lord,  tblngs  that  pertaiD  to  edification  kk  ^tbe  Lord 
Jesu8. 

16  %  What  you  know  certainly  of  Ignatnra^ 
and- those  that  are  with  him,  signify  unto  us. 

17  IT  These  things  have  I  written  unto  you 
by  Crescens,  whom  by  this  present  epistle  I 
have  recommended  to  you,  and  do  now  again 
commend. 

18  For  he  has  had  his  conversation  without 
blame  among  us ;  and  I  supfpose  also  with 
you. 

19  Ye  will  also  have  regard  unto  his  sister, 
when  she  shall  come  unto  you. 

iHiicraM       20  Be  ye  safe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ; 
S.^ISSLS!"  '  ^^^  ^^  favour  with  aU  yours.    Amen. 
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OONOBRNINO 

THE  EPISTLES  OF  ST.  IGNATIUS. 


Of  tlie  difieranc  edttkmf  of  St.  Ignatia^  Epistles,  which  tra  hara 
translated  from  that  of  Isaac  Vossius,  and  according  to  the  ana. 
nieration  made  by  Ensebins  of  them.  The  authority-  of  these  epis» 
ties  viadicatad,  against  the  objections  ndsad  af  lata  against  them. 
The  Epistle  to  St.Polycarp,  one  of  those  mentioned  by  Eusebius: 
the  exception  against  it  taken  from  fhe  aubstance  of  the  Epistle  it. 
aalf  answered.  A  short  aooount  of  the  following  tranalatiott  of  all 
of  them. 


1.  Before  I  enter  upon  that  ^account  which  I  am  td 
give  of  the  epistles  of  St  Ignatius  (the  next  that  follow 
in  the  present  coUecUon)  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
observe,  that  there  have  been  considerable  differences  in 
the  editions  of  the  epistles  of  this  holy  man,  no  less  than 
in  the  judgment  of  our  latter  critics  concerning  them. 
To  pass  by  the  first,  and  mos^  imperfect  of  them ;  the 
best  that  for  a  long  time  was  extant,  contained  not  only 
a  great  number  of  epistles  falsely  ascribed  to  this  au- 
thor, but  even  those  that  were  genuine,  so  altered  and 
corrupted,  that  it  was  hard  to  find  out  the  true  Ignatius 
in  them. 

2.  The  first  that  began  to  remedy  this  confusion,  and 
to  restore  this  great  writer  to  bis  primitive  simplicity, ' 
was  our  nrtbst  tisverend  and  learned  Archbishop  Usher, 
ih  his  edition  of  thism  at  Oxford,  in  the  year  1644.  But ' 
sCiU  we  wanted  a  correct  c6py  of  the  original  Greek,  * 
The  epistles  set  out  by  him,  though  exceedingly  more ' 
sincere  than  any  we  had  seen  before,  yet  consisted  only ' 
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of  the  old  Latin  translations  of  them.  This  waa  in  a 
great  measure  performed  by  the  learned  Isaac  Vossius, 
in  the  edition  printed  by  him  at  Amsterdam,  in  the  year 
1646 ;  in  which,  from  the  Florentine  manuscript,  he 
published  six  of  the  epistles  of  this  holy  martyr  men- 
tioned by  Eusebius,  in  their  ancient  and  pure  Greek  ; 
and  the  seventh  so  happily  amended  from  the  ancient 
Latin  version,  that  there  was  but  little  doubt  to  be  made 
of  the  integrity  of  that.  But  to  remove  all  scruple  con- 
cerning this  one  epistle,  Mr.  Ruinart  has  also  published 

*  Acta  Bv-  it  from  a  Greek  uninterpolated  copy, »  in  the  acts  of  the 
ASdect.     martyrdom  of  this  holy  man,  set  forth  by  him  at  Paris, 

in  the  year  1689.  And  concerning  these  epistles  of  St. 
Ignatius,  enumerated  by  Eusebius,  and  set  forth  accord- 
ing to  their  primitive  purity  by  those  learned  men,  whom 
I  have  before  mentioned,  and  from  them  translated  into 
the  present  collection  ;  there  are  two  things  to  be  con- 
yvid.  v<»-sidered,  and  proved  by  me  in  this  place:  first,  y  that  St. 
knat.  ad '  Ignatius  did  write  such  epistles  as  those  I  have  here 
translated  :  and  secondly,  that  those  epistles  we  here 
have,  are  the  very  epistles  which  he  wrote. 

3.  That   Ignatius  did   write  such  epistles    to    the 
churches  about  him,  however  it  has  been  denied  by 
some,  is,  I  think,  now  universally  allowed  even  by 
e  vid.  vin-  those  «  who  are  the  greatest  opposers  of  these  epistles 
S*'p^SmI°Sl  which  we  affirm  to  be  his.     That  he  wTote  to  those 
^*  particular  churches  to  which  the  epistles  here  sub- 

joined are  addressed,  w^e  have  both  St.  Polycarp  and 

*  Poiycarp.  Euscbius  to  assure  us.     For,  first,  St.  Polycarp,  *  in  the 

Epiau   num.  '  '  J        n 

ootei  ^n  "(S*  ^^^®  ^^  ^^  epistle,  (which  I  am  now  to  look  upon  as 
p^yMTp.  p.  sufficiently  proved  to  be  his)  speaking  to  the  Philippians 
of  this  holy  man,  tells  them,  that  he  had  sent  them  all 
such  epistles  of  his  as  Ignatius  had  either  written  to 
himself^  or  to  his  church  at  Smyrna,  or  as  had  hitherto 
come  to  his  hands.  So  that  here  we  have  a  plain  ac- 
count of  two  of  those  epistles  which  we  afllirm  Igna- 
tius  to  have  written — one  to  St   Polycarp  himself, 
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another  to  the  church  of  Smyrna,  of  which  he  was 
Bishop. 

4.  But  Eusebius  will  enable  us  to  carry  this  testimony 
still  farther  :  whilst  assuring  us.  that  he  wrote  four  epis- 
tles from  Smyrna ;  uaraeiy,  to  the  churches  of  Ephe- 
sus,  Magnesia,  Tralles  and  Rome ;  he  gives  us  just 
grounds  to  conclude  that  these  also  must  have  been 
part  of  St.  Polycarp's  collection ;  and  have  been  some  of 
those  others,  besides  the  two  before  mentioned,  which  he 
tells  us  he  sent  to  the  Philippians,  unless  we  suppose 
that  either  he  knew  not  of  Ignatius'  writing,  though 
every  day,  and  almost  every  hour,  with  him,  at  the  time 
that  he  wrote  them  ;  or  else  that  knowing  of  it,  he  took 
no  care  to  preserve  the  copies  of  his  epistles ;  upon 
which  we  see  he  put  the  highest  value  that  can  well  be 
imagined.  Therefore  we  may  reasonably  suppose,  that 
St  Polycarp  did  know  of  Ignatius'  writing  to  these 
churches ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  being  present  with 
him  at  the  writing  of  them,  and  acquainted  with  it,  that 
he  kept  some  copies  of  his  letters  to  them.  Lastly,  he 
himself  tells  us  that  he  had  copies  of  more  of  the  epis- 
tles of  this  great  Saint,  besides  those  that  were  sent  to 
Smyrna,  and  that  what  he  had,  he  sent  to  the  Philippi- 
ans; therefore  we  cannot  reasonably  doubt  but  that 
these  also  were  in  his  hands,  and  sent  by  him  to  the 
church  at  Philippi. 

6.  And  thus  have  we,  I  think,  upon  very  good 
grounds,  concluded  that  six  of  the  seven  epistles,  which 
we  affirm  to  have  been  written  by  St.  Ignatius,  were 
collected  by  St.  Polycarp ;  and  sent,  together  with  bis 
own  epistle,  to  the  Philippians.  Let  me  add  farther, 
that  neither  can  we  reasoimbly  question  but  that  the 
seventh  too  was  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  St.  Poly- 
carp ;  and  hence,  that  what  we  now  have  is  no  other 
collection  than  what  he  made  (and  by  that  means 
he^)ed  to  preserve  to  after  ages)  of  the  epistles  of  this 
holy  martyr.    Now  this  1  conclude  not  only  from  the 
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nearness  of  the  church  of  Philadelphia  to  which  it  was 
written,  to  that  of  Smyrna,  in  which  St.  Polycarp  re- 
sided ;  and  from  the  great  respect  which  dU  the  neigh- 
bonring  churches  payed  to  him,  as  a  kind  of  universal 
Bishop  of  the  whole  Lesser  AeiA ;  but  from  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  epistle  itself;  which  tells  us  th^t  it  was  sent 
by  Ignatius  to  the  Philadelphians,  not  only  from  the 
same  place,  and  at  the  same  time  that  he  wrote  to  St. 
Polycarp  himself  and  to  his  church  at  Smyrna,  but  also 
by  the  same  person  that  carried  the  other  two,  and  that 
person  was  St.  Polycarp's  own  Deacon,  whom  he  had 
sent  with  Ignatius  to  Troas,  and  by  whom  Ignatius 
wrote  back  that  epistle. 

6.  St.  Polycarp,  therefore,  certainly  knew  of  Ignatius' 
writing  to  the  Philadelphians ;  and  very  probably  sent  on 
Burrhus,  his  Deacon,  from  Smyrna  to  Philadelphia, 
with  his  letter.  And  then  I  think  we  may  very  reason- 
ably conclude,  that  he  brought  back  with  him  the  copy 
of  it :  and  that  St.  Polycarp  had  that  epistle  too  in  his 
hands,  when  he  wrote  to  the  Philippians. 

7.  Such  good  grounds  are  there  to  believe,  that  the 
collection  we  now  have  of  St.  Ignatius'  epistle,  is  no 
other  than  what  St.  Polycarp  himself  made ;  and  re- 
ferred to  in  that  passage  of  his  own  epistle  to  the  Phi* 
lippians,  which  I  have  before  shown  to  be  truly  his,  and 
not  the  addition  of  any  later  hand.    And  the  same  is 

ftHtet.Bo-    the  account  which  Eusebius^  himself  has  given  us  of 
ciM.  Mb.  lU.  ,  .  x»    .  ,,  1  »         .  . . 

«.».         this  matter.    He  tells  us  that  as  Ignatius  was  on  his 

way  to  Rome,  where  he  was  to  be  cast  to  the  wild 

beasts,  he  not  only  confirmed  the  churches  that  were  in 

the  places  through  which  he  passed,  by  his  exhortations, 

but  wrote  to  the  chiefest  of  those  others  that  were  near, 

such  epistles  as  these  of  which  we  are  now  speaking. 

And  that,  as  he  goes  on,  in  tke  follbwing  order :  first, 

•▼id.cbwi.ffomSmjrrna,«  where  he  tarried  some  tirtie  with  his 

Of.twXii.^1^  acquaintance  and  fellow  disciple  St.  Pdlycarp,  h6 

wrote  to  the  Ephesians,  Magnesians,  Traliions  and 
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BcoBand :  and  hekkg  gone  ferther  on  his  way  to  Troas, 
he  from  thence  wrote  to  the  Philadelphians,  and  Smyi* 
HQ^ans ;  ^'"s* « '■••  rawnc  upoiiYovf^*^  noXuKopwut  and  a  paiticu- 
lar  letter  to  Polycarp,  the  Bishop  of  Smyrna. 

8.  I  say  nothinc:  to  the  testimony  of  St.  Hierome  ^  as^^Ltbr.  ^ 

ScrlnL  II- 

to  this  matter,  who  as  he  exactly  agrees  with  Eusebius  luair.  oip, 
in  all  this,  so  I  make  no  question  but  that  he  transcribed 
his  account  from  him.     It  is  sufficiently  evident  from 
what  has  been  akeady  observed,  not  only  that  St.  Igna- 
tius did  write  some  Epistles  (which  even   Monsieur 
Daille  ®  himself  thinks  ought  not  to  admit  of  any  ques- « Apud 
tion)  but  that  he  wrote  to  those  particular  churches  t0v1™?*i|- 
which  the  Epistles  we  now  have  are  directed,  and  of  gom.^p?8a 
which  I  atn  persuaded  there  ought  to  be  as  little  doubt. 

9.  As  for  the  other  point  proposed,  and  by  which  the 
foregoing  also  will  be  more  fully  confirmed,  namely, 
that  those  Epistles  we  now  have  are  the  same  that  Igim* 
tiuB  wrote  :  two  things  there  are  that  seem  to  determine 
our  belief  of  it.  First,  that  there  is  nothing  in  these 
Epistles,  as  we  now  have  them,  either  unworthy  of  the 
spirit  of  Ignatius,  or  the  character  that  antiquity  has 
given  us  of  them  :  nothing  disagreeing  to  the  time  in 
which  he  wrote,  or  that  should  seem  to  speak  them  to 
have  been  the  work  of  any  later  author.  Now  this,  as 
it  hardly  ever  fails  to  discover  such  pieces  as  are  falsely 
imposed  upon  ancient  authors  ;  so  there  not  appearing 
any  thing  of  this  kind  in  these  Epistles,  inclines  us  the 
more  readily  to  conclude,  that  they  were  undoubtedly 
written  by  him  whose  they  are  said  to  be. 

10.  But  this  is  only  a  presumptive  argument  in  fa- 
Tour  of  these  Epistles ;  which,  though  it  may  serve  to 
dispose  us  the  more  readily  to  receive  them  as  true  and 
genuine,  yet  is  it  not  alone  sufficient  to  prove  them  so  to 
be  ?  The  other  argument  I  have  to  offer  is  positive  and 
convincing,  namely,  that  we  find  these  Epistles,  as  they  vinj'^^ii. 
now  are,  exactly  agreeing  both  with  the  descriptions  ^J^;  27**'*^' 
which  St.  Polycarp  ^  and  Eusebius  ?  have  left  us  of  those  u.  p^.^g?* 
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which  they  took  to  be  the  authentic  Epistles  of  this  hdy 
man  ;  and  with  the  numerous  quotations  which  the  an- 
ibid!p!T'ad  dent  fathers  ^  have  made  out  of  them  ;  and  which  all 
Ti«iira"ck>.  occur  in  the  same  words,  in  our  present  copies  of  them, 
iSf/E?  Ui-  that  they  are  cited  in  their  writings. 
M^Diaaetu       ^  j    rpj^j^  j^^^  j^^^  ^^  ^y^  shewn  by  our  most  learn- 
ed Bishop  Pearson,  and  indeed  was  so  manifest  of  itself 
to  any  one  that  had  ever  made  a  comparison  of  this 
•onf^vind^  kind )  that  Monsieur  Dailie »  himself  could  not  deny 
Proiin.  p.    but  that  wc  havc  the  same  Epistles  now,  that  Eusebius, 
par.  I.  p.  8?   Athanasius,  St.  Jerome,  Theodoret,  and  Gelasius,  have 
had  heretofore.     So  that  the  only  question  then  to  be 
considered  by  us  Is,  whether  those  Epistles  which  Eu- 
sebius,  (fee.  had,  were  counterfeit,  or  the  true  Epistles  of 
this  great  martyr. 

12.  And  first,  it  is  evident,  that  if  those  Epistles  which 
Eusebius  first,  and  then  the  rest  of  those  ancient  writers 
whom  I  before  mentioned,  took  for  the  genuine  Epistles 
of  St.  Ignatius,  were  none  of  his ;  the  true  Epistles 
which  I  have  just  now  shewn,  and  which  it  is  confesse<l 
were  written  by  him,  must  l^efore  that  time  have  l>een 
utterly  lost,  or  otherwise  destroyed  ;  it  being  very  im- 
probable that  had  the  true  Epistles  been  still  reniainuig, 
neither  so  inquisitive  a  searcher  into  anticjuity  as  Euse- 
bius should  have  heard  of  them,  nor  such  great  and 
learned  men  as  those  that  followed  after,  have  had  any 
suspicion  of  any  such  deceit.  But  whether  this  be 
probable,  whether  it  can  \ye  supposed  that  such  Epistles 
as  these,  directed  to  so  many  great  and  eminent  church- 
es, collected  by  so  venerable  a  man  as  St.  Polycarp,  and 
written  by  so  glorious  a  martyr  as  St.  Ignatius,  shoidd 
within  so  little  time  have  lx»en  utterly  lost  out  of  the 
Church  ;  I  shall  leave  it  for  any  one  to  determine  who 
considers  how  great  a  reverence  the  primitive  Christians 
had  for  every  thing  that  came  from  the  hands  of  such 
holy  and  excellent  men,  and  such  glorious  martyrs  of 
Christ 
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13,  We  read  in  the  acts  «tf  the  martyrdom^  of  iWa^SyJ^., 
Ueased  Saint,  with  what  a  tnigbiycare  thoee  who  went""^***- 
with  him  to  Borne,  and  were  the  eye-witnesees  of  his 
soflTerin^  gathered  up  a  few  of  hk  bones  which  the 

Uons  had  left,  and  how  they  brought  them  back  in  a 
kind  of  triumph  to  his  church  at  Antioch.  And  we 
are  tokl  with  what  pomp  they  were  many  ages  after 
taken  up  from  the  [daee  where  they  were  first  buried,  ^ 
and  carried  by  the  command  of  the  younger  Theode^ 
sius  within  the  city ;  insomuch,  that  as  our  historiane  >  ^  ^^^grfw 
observe,  there  was  a  festival  solemnity  established  upon  SililiSJI;**' 
that  occa^n,  and  annually  observed  to  the  very  timeJJ^' 
in  which  they  wrote,  in  remembrance  of  it  But  was 
the  Church  then  so  cardiil  of  a  few  dead  bones  of  such 
a  Saint  as  this,  and  did  diey  esteem  them  as  so  great  a 
treasure,  and  yet  had  they  so  little  regard  to  his  wri- 
tings, (the  last  testimonies  of  his  afibction  to  the  church- 
es to  which  he  wrote)  as  to  suffer  them  Within  two  hun- 
dred years  to  be  so  utterly  lost  as  not  to  be  once  known 
or  heard  of,  by  the  greatest  and  most  curious  searchers 
into  antiquity?  This,  I  confess,  is  to  me  so  very  im- 
probable, that  I  could  ahnost  as  easily  bdieve  the  Hcly 
Scriptures  themselves  to  have  been  upon  a  sudden 
changed  imo<  some  other  Epistles  than  what  St.  P^^r 
and  St.  Paul  wrote,  as  that  such  Epistles  as  these  could 
be  so  totaUy  defeced,  as  some  pretend,  and  new  (Xikes  set 
in  the  room  of  them,  and  yet  nobody  know  any  thing 
about  the  doing  of  if  B^t  with  regard 'to^siich  impos- 
sibiUties  as  these  must  learned  men  be  content  to  please 
themselves,  and  to  impose  upon  others  withal,  who  re- 
solve to  he  wiser  than  any  that  went  before  them  ;  anc^ 
to  be  aUe  to  know  better  at  fifteen  hundred  years  dis-. 
tanoe,  what  Ignatius  Wrote,  than  they  did  who  hved 
within  im6  centuries  of  him. 

14.  To  {HTCSB  our  argument  more  closely,  (since  it  is 
allowed  that  Ignatius  did  write  some  E^pistles^  and  I 
think  sufileimtly  evident  that  St.  Pdycarp  did  medce  a 
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odiection  of  tbrnn,  and  send  then,  4ogelh«r  widi  his 
own,  to  the  PhilipfMans ;)  I  preeiune  it  witt  not  be  ifoeB- 
tioned  but  that  he  most  oertainly  had  the  genume  wri- 
lings  of  that  holy  martyr,  his  dear  fiiend  and  feUow  dis- 
ciple.   St  Bolycarp  sulfei^  aocordittg  to  the  eariiest 
^J|2J^   <x>niputatioii  of  our  accun*e  Bishop  Pearson  <»  not  until 
auKJdv!*!*.  ^  y^^  ^^  ^^  Saviour,  147,  and  others  »  suppose  it  k> 
'  Uahar  An-  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^'^^'    Hitherto  therefoie  it  is  ceitain  diat 
^^^'iQ^^the  true  Epistles  of  Ignatius  continued  in  the  Church : 
uKTlpeStiM^  being  by  no  means  probable  thit  they  should  have 
^Si!^  ^beenehaMged,  whilst  the  Men  li^ed  to  whom  Ignatius 
wroto ;  while  Polycarp  was  Uving  who  eoUectod  them 
together;  and  whilst  those  of  the  Church  of  PhHi{qpi 
remained,  to  whom  he  sent  them. 

16.  To  St.  Polycarp,  letus  add  bis  scholar  and  ad- 
fmetj  Irenasus,  and  as  himself  professjes  a  most  diligent 
collector  ^  whatever  fell  fropi  that  holy  man.  That  be 
Btet.  Eceiet  ^^  ^  EJpi^tles^  St.  j^uatius,  Eupebius  «  assures  us  ; 
ttb.  T.  cap.  s!  ^ho  particularly  takes  noitioe  of  his  quoting  several  pas- 
sages out  of  them,  aqd  me^nty^ns  one  of  his  quotatiws 
m!^^  »:  Wi  of  the  Epistle  to  the  I^oipfuis,  p  which  is  still  extant 
^2^7^.  '^  ^^  works  of  ][rensusy  4  ,wii  agrees  with  the  cQpy 
^  published  by  Monsieur  Suinart ;  cmly  that  this  th^ 

^]^  94*f^  whereas  it  ought  V^  be  ^ead  «cl^  6imv  ^ 
appears  ftom  the  old  interpre^on  both  of  jbenapMs,  9Ad 
of  Igiaatius'  Epistles.    Wbifii  ho^^^ever  4s  <io  ipneater  a 
difference  than  that  of  Acts  xx.  2^  where  some  C9pi^ 
have  '^min^um  e^v  QlherstKit^  dbers  Ximf   not  to 
mention  any  other  places  of  the  New  Testament    ^^d 
4t  must  be  aj^owed  jthaAAbe  other  pasaages.of  wjbich  {iv- 
IS^  ^l^sebius  r  ^{)ealo9,  were  ^Iso.to  bp  found  lin  the  Epistles  as 
wi^MtiM  ^^  he  had  them ;  because  otherwise,  the  differaice  betwew 
Jjjj«h^  Mwhat  the  one  quoted,  and  the  other  read  in  }m  c^y  of 
•  those  Epistles,  would  soon  bftve.  disQQY^eied  A^  ifiriuyly 
arid  ahewn  that  his  JSpistfes  w^ie  xatA  the  .4f)ma  that  Ire- 
.  n»us  mentioned. 

16.  Md  this  makios  it  aw^MTDifAl  mm.9indtiQt ;  Air 
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if  Eusebius  had  the  same  epistles  that  Irenseus  had,  we 
must  allow  one  of  these  two  things,  viz,  either  that  he 
tad  a  genuine  copy  of  them,  as  we  affirm  ;  or  that  Ire- 
nseus,  the  disciple  and  contemporary  of  St.  Polycarp  had 
not ;  which  would  be  very  unreasonable  to  suppose. 

17.  For  not  to  say  any  thing  as  to  this  matter,  that 
Irenaeus  lived  too  near  the  time  both  in  which  Ignatius 
wrote,  and  St.  Polycarp  collected  his  epistles,  to  have 
been  imposed  upon  in  this  particular :  (seeing  he  him- 
self tells  us  how  careful  he  was  to  gather  up  whatever 
came  from  the  hand  of  that  holy  man,  and  that  he  not 
only  had  the  epistles  of  Ignalius,  as  appears  by  his  ci- 
ting them ;  but,  as  himself  declares,  •  had  also  the  epis- *gb.^p,,f"" 
tie  of  Polycarp  to  the  Philippians,  at  the  end  of  which  Jng^J'^EwW 
the  epistles  of  Ignatias  were  subjoined :)  what  can  we*'**'^"^*^ 
conclude,  teut  that  the  copy  he  had  of  both  was  taken 

from  that  of  his  master  Polycarp ;  which  being,  to  be 
gore,  authentic,  it  must  remain  that  Irenaeus'  was  also  ? 

18.  Were  it  needfid  to  add  any  thing  farther  to  shew 
that  Eusebius,  who  is  confessed  to  have  had  the  same 
copy  of  St.  Ignatius  that  we  have  now,  had  no  other 
than  that  of  St.  Polycarp  so  often  mentioned  ;  I  might 
to  the  testimony  of  Irenaeus,  before  alleged,  add  that  of 
Origen,  *  who  began  to  live  some  time  before  the  other » ong.  Hom 
did  :  for  this  Father  has  not  only  spoken  of  these  epis-  Et.  iii  cnn- 

1  .         1         1    r  .  ^  r     t  ,  Uc.  Proleg. 

ties,  but  has  left  us  two  quotations  out  of  them*  and 
both  to  be  found  in  our  copies,  which  we  affirm  to  be 
true  and  authentic.  Now  from  him  to  Eusebius,  was 
not  above  half  a  century ;  too  little  a  while  for  so  great 
mn  alteration  to  have  been  made  in  writings  spread  up 
and  down  into  so  many  hands ;  read  by  all  the  learned 
and  pious  men  of  those  days  ;  and  upon  all  these  ac- 
counts utterly  incapable  of  such  a  change,  as  is  without 
the  authority  ofone  single  writer,  only  upon,  I  know  not 
what  conjectures,  supposed  to  have  been  made  in  them. 

19.  But  I  enlarge  myself  too  much  in  so  plain  a  mat- 
dter  ;  and  whidi  I  should  hardly  have  thougiit  worth  the 
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examining  thus  minutely,  had  it  not  engaged  the  pens 
of  so  many  learned  men  of  the  reformed  religion,  that  it 
might  have  seemed  too  great  an  omission  in  such  a  dis- 
course as  this,  not  to  have  given  some  account  of  it.  As 
••  Eraert.  for  what  we  find  a  late  learned  writer  «  advancing  in  op- 
ercit.  wiect.  position  to  the  authority  of  these  epistles,  that  oqr  copies 

Ul.  num.  11,\  ,  11  ..  L  I     . 

12,  pag. «?.  though  exceedmgly  more  perfect  than  any  that  were  er 
er  extant  before  those  great  men  Bishop  Usher  and  Isaac 
Vossius  set  out,  the  one  the  old  Latin  versions,  the  oth- 
er, the  original  Greek,  from  the  ninnuscript  which  he 
found  of  it  in  the  Florentine  libmry :  yet  there  may  be 
reason  still  to  suspect  that  they  are  not  so  free  from  all 
corruptions  as  were  to  be  wished  :  I  reply,  that  if  he 
means  that  the  same  has  happened  to  these  epistles  that 
has  to  all  other  ancient  writings,  that  letters,  or  words, 
have  been  mistaken,  and  perhaps  even  the  pieces  of 
some  sentences  corrupted,  either  by  the  carelessness  or 
ignorance  of  the  transcribers  ;  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  deny  that  to  have  befallen  these  epistles,  which 
has  been  the  misfortune  of  all  other  pieces  of  the  hke 

•  vorti  An- antiquity.     Therefore,  it  has  been  often  declared, »  that 

nota  pABSiin* 

iwwn.  neither  do  we  contend  this^  nor  can  any  one,  who  reads 
Proieg.  p.  90.  the  best  copies  we  have  of  them  with  any  care  or  judg- 
ment, make  any  doubt  of  it.  But  as  regards  any  larger 
interpolations,  such  as  were  those  of  the  copies  before 
extant ;  for  any  changes  or  mistakes  that  may  call  in 
question  either  the  credit  or  authority  of  these  epistles  as 

tbeob 
iecUo] 
Tent! 


ySSS^?^^^  now  have  them;  y  we  utterly  deny  that  there  are 
ibiSranHwer-Ai^y  such  ^1  these  last  editioQs  of  them  ;  nor  has  that 


tearoed  Dr.  learned  man  oflfered  any  thing  to  induce  us  to  belieTe 

di^8ec^?i!that  there  are. 

pac.987,^  20.  And  here  I  should  have  concluded  these  reflec- 
tions, but  that  there  is  one  thing  more  to  be  taken  no- 
tice of,  which  must  by  no  means  be  passed  by^ — namely, 

'i>iMrt.dethat   our  most  learned  Archbishop  Usher*  himself, 

ST*  ^^  though  he  agrees  with  us  as  to  the  authority  of  the  oth- 
'er  six  epistles  here  translated,  yet  doubts  whether  tbe 
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seventh,  written  to  St.  Polycarp,  he  genuine  or  no.    Nor 
does  Isaac  Vossius*   himself  deny  but  that  there  are  ^^™|^p^ 
some  things  in  it  that  may  seem  to  render  it  suspicious ;  ^'J^'^^ 
though  more  to  prove  it  to  be  authentic.     For,  first,  St.  edi«.  num. 
Polycarp  *>  expressly  assures  us  that  Ignatius  bad  writ- c  Hint  eo- 
ten  to  him  ;  so  both  Eusebius  o  and  St.  Hierome  ^  teach  c.  m. 
us  to  under:?tand  his  expressi  )n.     They  mention  theJeviTST^ 
epistle  to  Polycarp,  as  dis'tinctfrom  that  to  the  church  of  iJJJJ'"  *"  **" 
Smyrna :  and  secondly,  the  ancient  Fatliers  •  quote  it  as  v^*a^*i. 
Ignatius'  no  less  than  the  rest.     From  both  which  it >o«»«p'-<^ 
seems  to  be  very  plain,  that  this  also  has  the  same  evi* 
dence  of  being  written  by  Ignatius  that  any  of  the  rest 
have  ;  and  therefore  that  he  who  allows  it  as  sufficient 
for  the  one,  ought  not  to  refuse  it  for  the  other. 

21.  Concerning  that  which  seems  to  be  the  most  diffi- 
cult to  account  for  in  it,  namely,  his  writing  in  the  plu' 
Tal  number,  and  giving  several  instructions  about  the 
behaviour  of  the  common  people,  particularly  that,  ia 
adhere  to  the  Bishops  chap.  v.  and  vi.  it  is  rightly  ob- 
served by  Vossius  in  his  annotations  on  those  chapters, 
that  Ignatius  in  that  place  speaks  nol  to  St.  Polycarp ; 
but,  by  a  usual  change  of  person,  intimates  what  he 
would  have  Polycarp  say  to  his  church ;  and  whosoev- 
er shall  consider  in  what  manner  he  brings  in  what  he 
there  delivers;  say  to  my  sisters,  &c.  And  again, 
exhort  my  brethren,  &c. — will  presently  see  how  those 
instructions  are  to  be  understood. 

'22.  And  now  it  remains  only  that  I  give  some  short 
account  of  the  following  translation  of  these  epistles. 
The  copies  from  which  I  did  it  were  those  of  Isaac  Vos- 
sius, and  liishop  Usher ;  comparing  both  as  I  had  oc- 
casion with  the  late  edition  of  Ootelerius.  In  the  salu- 
tation of  the  epistle  to  the  Romans  I  have  departed  from 
all  of  them,  and  followed  the  correction  of  that  judicious 
man,  whose  name  I  mention  in  a  note  to  it  I  thought 
myself  the  more  at  liberty  to  do  this,  because  that  this 
epistle  was  not  found  in  the  Florentine  manuscript ;  but 
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made  up,  m  soqae  measure,  from  the  Latin  versions,  hy 
the  conjectures  of  learned  men :  and  however  it  has 
since  been  published^  together  with  the  acts  of  the  inar- 
tyrdovn  of  St.  Igaatius,  in  its  original  Greeks  yet  I  have 
rather  chosen  to  note  the  differences  between  that  and 
the  copy  I  before  followed,  than  to  give  a  prefereiu:e  to 
either.  And  by  it  the  reader  will  have  ibis  advantage,, 
he  will  here  see  both  *,.  and  may  make  use  of  his  own 
judgment,  if  at  any  time  the  copies  disagree,  to  inform 
him  which  he  thinks  to  be  the  most  correct.  For  the 
rest,  I  have  kept  as  strictly  to  the  text  of  Vossius,  as  the 
sense  would  permit  of :  only  where  a  place  was  mani> 
festly  imperfect,  I  have  sometimes  taken  the  liberty  to- 
express  my  own  conjectures,  though  differing  from  those* 
of  others,  with  whom  nevertheless  I  pretend  not  to  com- 
pare myself.  But  thea  I  seldom  do  this  without  taking 
notice  of  it,  and  telling  my  render  to  whom  he  may  ireeur 
far  a  different  opinion.  If  after  all  there  shall  appear 
faults  in  my  translation  ;  (though  I  may  modestly  say  I 
have  taken  what  care  my  little  acquaintance  in  these  mat- 
terswould  enable  me  to  do, to  avoid  them  ;)Ide8ire  it  may 
be  considered,  that  I  had  a  difficult  author  to  deal  with  ; 
and  I  shall  be  very  ready  thankfully  to  amend  any  er- 
ror, that  any  more  discerning  person  shall  think  fit  ta 
acquaint  me  of,  if  ever  this  collection  should  be  thought 
worthy  to  come  to  another  edition. 
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THE  EPISTLE  OF  IGNATIUS 


TO  THE 


EPHESIANS. 


CHAP.  I. 


1  Commends  them  for  sending  Onesimus  and  other  members  of  the 
charch  to  him.  8  Exhorts  them  to  unity,  13  by  a  due  subjection  to 
their  bishop. 

IGNATIUS,  who  is  also  called  Theopho- 
rus,  to  the  church  which  is  at  Ephcsus  in  Asia; 
most     deservedly     happy  ;     being    blessed 
•  through  the  greatness  and  fullness  *  of  God'i^g. 
the  Father,  and  predestinated  before  the  world  *"•  ^^ 
began,  that  it  should  be  always  unto  an  endu- 
ring and  unchangeable  glory ;  being  united 
and  chosen  '  through  his  true  passion,  '  ac-'^*- 
cording  to  the  will  of  the  Father,  and  Jesus 
Christ  our  God;   all  ''happiness,  by  Jesus ^"^^m. 
Christ,  and  '  his  undefiled  grace.  vld^'S^ 

2  I  have  *  heard  of  your  name,  much  be-  '°**'^ 
loved  in  God  ;  which  ye  have  ^  very  justly  ob-  /  vw.  ecu- 
tained  by  a  '  habit  of  righteousness,  accord-  ^mj?  oSi 


W.8. 


inff  to  the  faith  and  love  which  is  in  Jeaus ,  p, 
Christ  our  Saviour.  ^st,  ^ 

3  How  that  being  *  followers  of  God,  andjf*- 
stirring  up  yourselves  by  the  blood  of  Christ, 
ye  have  perfectly  accomplished  the  work  tjiat 
was  con-natural  unto  you. 

10» 
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4  For  hearing  that  I  came  bound  from  Sy- 
ciSl*^     ria,  for  the  common  name  and  '  hope,  trusting 

through  your  prayers,  to  fight  with  beasts  at 
jMartyidom.Roine  ;  that  so  by  ^  suffering  I  may  become 
*Eph.T.8.  indeed  the  disciple  of  him  *  who  gave  himself 
j^^«owto  God,  an  offering  and  sacrifice  for  us  ('ye 
BtehopUih- hastened  to  see  me).    I  rejoice,  therefore,  in 

the  name  of  God,  your  whole  multitude  in 

Onesimus. 

5  Who  by  inexpressible  love  is  ours,  but 
according  to  the  fiesh  is  your  bishop  :  whom 
I  beseech  you,  by  Jesus  Christ  to  love  ;  and 
that  you  would  all  strive  to  be  like  unto  him* 
And  blessed  be  God,  who  has  granted  unto 

"»poMMi.   you,  who  are  so  worthy  of  him,  to  *  enjoy 
such  an  excellent  bishop. 

6  For  what  concerns  my  fellow-servant 
'Bie»ed  mBurrhus,  and  your  "  most  blessed  deacon  in 

things  pertaining  to  God  ;  I  entreat  you  that 
he  may  tarry  longer,  both  for  yours  and  your 
bishop's  honour. 

7  And  Crocuiy,  also,  worthy  both  our  God 
and  you,  whom  I  have  received  as  the  pattern 
of  your  love,  has  in  all  things  refreshed  me, 
as  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shalP 
also  refresh  him,  together  with  Onesimus,  and 

.  3y         Burrhus,  and  Euplus,  and  Fronto,  •  in  whom  I 

have,  as  to  your  charity,  seen  all  of  you. 

J^^p*»>  'And  mav  I  always  '  have  joy  of  you,  if  I  shall 

be  worthy  of  it. 
nn *iimM-  8  It  is  therefore  fitti^  that  you  should  '  bjr 
Mro  ''•J^  j^ii  ^j^ang  glorify  Jesus  Christ,  who  hathglon- 
r  iDMt.  fied  jrou ;  that  '  hj  a  uniform  obedience  *  ye 
••1  oor  i  lo-ijjjay  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same 
mind,  and  in  the  same  judgment ;  and  may  all 
speak  the  same  things  concerning  every  thing  r 
I  TIM.  ^  And  that  being  subject  to  'your  bishop. 
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and  the  presbytery,  ye  may  be  wholly  and  tho- 
roughly sanctified. 

10  These  things  I  "prescribe   to  you,  not  J, 


ComiBaiMl 


you. 


as   if  I  were  somebody  extraordinary :    for 
though  I  am  bound  '  for  his  name,  I  am  not  yef  i"- 
perfect  in  Christ  Jesus.     *  But  now  I  begin  to  •*  ^^ 
learn,  and  I  speak  to  you  as  fellow-disciples 
together  with  me. 

11  For  I  ought  to  have  been  stirred  up  by 
you,  in  faith,  in  admonition,  in  patience,   in 
long  suffering ;  but  forasmuch  as  charity  suf- 
fers me  not  to  be  silent  '  towards  you,  I  have, concern 
first  taken  upon  me  to  exhort  you,that  ye  would  *°8- 

all  run  together  according  to  the  will  of  God. 

12  For  even  Jesus  Christ,  our  insepara- 
ble life,  is  sent  by  the  ^  will  of  the  Father  ;  asllV^nniSS; 

7  J  ,  '  sel,  opinion, 

the    bishops,     appomted   unto    the    utmost  ^*^- 
bounds   of  the  earth,  are  by  the  will  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

13  '  Wherefore  it  will  become  you  to  run '  whence. 
together  according  to  the  will  of  your  bishop, 

as  also  ye  do. 

14  For  your  "  famous  presbytery,  worthy  of  J^^^^.^ 
God,  is  fitted  as  exactly  to  the  bishop,  as  the 
strings  are  to  the  harp. 

15  Therefore  in  your  concord,  and  agree- 
ing charity,  Jesus  Christ  is  sung ;  and  every 
single  person  among  you  makes  up  the  chorus. 

16  That  so  being  all  consonant  in  Move,  *  concord. 
and  taking  up  the  song  of  God,  ye  may  in  a 
perfect  unity,  with  one  voice,  sing  to  the  Fa- 
ther by  Jesus  Christ ;  to  the  end  that  he  may 
both  hear  you,  and  perceive  by  your  works, 

that  ye  are  indeed  the  members  of  his  Son. 

17  Wherefore  it  is  profitable  for  you  to  live 
in  an  unblamable  unity,  that  so  ye  may  always 

'  have  a  fellowship  with  God.  -parukeor 
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CHAP.  n. 


1  The  benefit  of  subjection.  4  The  bishop  not  to  be  respected  the 
less  because  he  is  not  forward  in  exacting  it ;  8  warns  them 
against  heretics  ;  bidding  them  cleave  to  Jesus,  whose  divine  and 
human  nature  is  declared :  commends  them  for  their  care  to  keep 
themselves  from  false  teachers }  and  shows  them  the  waj  to  Ood. 

FOR  if  I  in  this  little  time  have  had  such  a 
familiarity  with  your  bishop,  I  mean  not  a  car- 
nal, but  spiritual  acquaintance  with  him,  how 
much  more  must  I  think  you  happy  who  are 
so  joined  to  him,  as  the  church  is  to  Jesus 
Christ,  and  Jesus  Christ  to  the  Father ;  that  so 
all  things  may  agree  in  the  same  unity  ? 

2  Let  no  man  deceive  himself;  if  a  man  be 
not  within  the  altar,  he  is  deprived  of  the  bread 

-Mat  xviiLof  God.  For  if  the  prayer  of  ^one  or  two 
be  of  such  force,  as  we  are  told,  how  much 
more  powerful  shall  that  of  the  bishop  and  the 
whole  church  be  ? 

3  He  therefore  that  does  not  come  together 
« la  already  i^*^  *^^  samc  placc  with  it,  is  •  proud,  and  has 
j^^"**  already  ^  condemned  himself.  For  it  is  writ- 
/jad^orten, '  God  resisteth  the  proud.  Let  us  take 
rStlLs  iv.heed,  therefore,  that  we  do  not  set  ourselves 
^'           against  the  bishop,  that  we  may  be  subject  to 

God. 
A  And  the.  4  ^  The  morc  any  one  sees  his  bishop  silent, 
the  more  let  him  revere  him.  For  whomsoev- 
er the  master  of  the  house  sends  to  be  over 
his  own  household,  we  ought  in  like  manner 
to  receive  him,  as  we  would  do  him  that  sent 
him.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  we  ought  to 
look  upon  the  bishop  even  as  we  would  do  up- 
on the  Lord  himself. 

5  And  indeed  Onesimus  himself  does  great- 
ly commend  your  good  order  in  God :  that  you 
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all  live  according  to  the  truth,  and  that  no 
heresy  dwells  among  you.  For  neither  do 
ye  hearken  to  any  one  more  than  to.  Jesus 
Christ  speaking  to  you  in  truth. 

6  For  some  there  are  who  *  carry  about  the  J^^^^JSKJ? 
name  of  Christ  ^  in  deceitfulness,  but  do  things  «*>  «*^- 
unworthy  of  God  ;  whom  ye  must  *  flee,  as'i^u***** 
ye  would  do  so  many  wild  beasts.     For  they*^""***** 
are  ravening  dogs,  who  bite  secretly :  against 
whom  ye  must  guard  yourselves,  as  men  hard- 
ly to  be  cured. 

7  There  is  one  physician,  both  fleshly  and 
spiritual ;  made  and  not  made ;  God  incar- 
nate ;  true  life  in  death  ;  both  of  Mary  and  of 
God  ;  first  passible ;  then  impassible ;  evea 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

8  Wherefore  let  no  man  deceive  you ;  as  in- 
deed neither  are  ye  deceived,  being  wholly  the 
servants  of  God.    For  inasmuch  as  there  is  no 
contention,  nor  strife  among  you,  'to  trouble '^''^"**««»- 
you,  "ye  must  needs  live  according  to  God's  J,^*«^ 
will.     "  My  soul  be  for  yours  ;   and  J  myself  JJ^«- 

the  expiatory  offering  for  your   church   of Annot.  ii?**' 
Ephesus,  so  famous  •  throughout  the  world.     vS/ISII?^ 

9  They  that  are  of  the  flesh  cannot  do  the  SS^ ''•*"' 
works  of  the  spirit :   neither  they  that  are  of  '^'^  •«* 
the  spirit  the  works  of  the  flesh.    '  As  he  ^^tf.^'S**'^ 
has  faith  cannot  be  an  infidel ;  nor  he  that  is^j(j|i'^r  i!^- 
an  infidel  have  faith.      But  even  those  things  tofld^tjtht 
which  ye  do  according  to  the  flesh  are  spirit- wS* 
ual  ;  forasmuch  as  ye  do  all  things  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

10  Nevertheless  I  have  'heard  of  some  who  "^"^*^ 
have   'passed  by  you,  having  perverse  doc-[|J«j»* 
trine ;  whom  ye  did  not  suffer  to  sow  *  among  •  upon! 
you  ;  but  stopped  your  ears,  that  ye  might  not 
receive  those  things  that  were  sown  by  them  Jicoibd. Boh. 
as  'being  the  stones  of  the  temple  of  the  Fa-i"p%£»^ 
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"J^'^f'gJJ^'ther,  prepared  for  "  his  building ;  and  drawn 
the  Father.  „p  q^  ^jgh  ^y  (he  cTOss  of  Christ,  *  as  by  ao 
gineoftbe  enginc* 
"^'  ^        1 1  Using  the  Holy  Ghost  as  the  rope  ;  your 

faith  being  your  support ;  and  your  charity  the 

way  that  leads  unto  God. 

12  Ye  are^  therefore,  with  all  your  compan- 

•  PearMo  ^^^^  iu  the   sauie  "journey,  full  of  God;  his 
»-i^  «•* spiritual  temple  'full  of  Christ, '  full  of  holi- 

ness ;  adorned  in  all  things  with  the  commands 
of  Christ. 

13  In  whom  also  I  rejoice  that  I  have  been 
thought  worthy  by  ^  this  present  epistle  to  con- 

^^'  *  verse,  and  joy  together  with  you ;  that  with 
respect  to  the  ott^r  life,  ye  love  nothing  but 
God  only. 

CHAP.  in. 

1  Exhorts  them  to  prayer;  to  be  unblameable.    5  To  be  careful  of 
talvation ;  11  frequent  in  public  devotion,  13  and  to  live  in  charity. 

PRAY  also  without  ceasing  for  other  men  j 
for  there  is  hope  of  repentance  in  them,  that 
they  may  attain  unto  God ;  let  them  therefore 
(\t  least  be  instructed  by  your  works,  if  they 
will  be  no  other  way. 

2  Be  ye  mild  at  their  anger;  humble  at 
their  boasting:  to  their  blasphemies,  return 

1^^  your  prayers:  to  their  error,  your  'firmness 
in  the  faith  :  when  they  are  cruel,  be  ye  gen- 
tle ;  not  endeavouring  to  imitate  their  ways. 

3  (Let  us  be  their  brethren  in  all  kindness 
and  moderation,  but  let  us  be  followers  of  the 

•  whohai  Lord : "  for  who  was  ever  more  unjustly  used  ? 
1^  "M>w,  j^^Ye  destitute  ?  more  despised  ?) 

4  That  so  no  herb  of  the  devil  may  be  found 
in  you  s  but  ye  may  remain  in  all  holiness  and 
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sobriety  *both  of  body  and  spirit,  in  Christ cK^Cii 

JpQIia  bodily  aad 

Jesus.  tpiiiiuaUF. 

5  The  last  times  '  are  come  upon  us:  letj/^^'^*- 
us  therefore  be  very  reverent,   and  fear  the  ^^*«n»*n : 
long-suffering  of  God,  that  it  be  not  to  us  on-  miuir    ^ 
to  condemnation. 

6  For  let  us  either  fear  the  wrath  that  is  to 
come,  or  let  us  love  the  grace  "that  we  ^v^vr^wx. 
present  enjoy  ;  that  '  by  the  one,  or  other,  of  Iwo^oSfy**** 
these  we  may  be  found  in  Christ  Jesus,  unto  {J^»}|^^j°>*y 
true  life.  *^*^ 

7  ^  Besides  him,  let  nothing  '  be  worthy  of  ^  w***'^^* 
you ;  *for  whom  also  I  bear  about  these  bonds,  ^  Become 
those  spiritual  jewels,  in  which  I  would  to  Tin* 
God  that  I  might  arise  through  your  prayers. 

8  Of  which  I  entreat  you  to  make  me  al- 
ways partaker,  that  I  may  be  found  in  the  lot 
of  the  Christians  of  Ephesus,  who  have  al- 
ways '  agreed  with  the  Apostles,  -'through  the i  Assented 
power  of  Jesus  Christ.  ]**;„. 

9  H I  know  both  who  I  am,  and  to  whom  I 
write  :  I,  a  person  condemned ;  ye,  such  as 
have  obtained  mercy  ;  I,  exposed  to  danger  ; 
ye,  confirmed  against  danger. 

10  Ye  are  the  passage  of  those  that  are 
killed  for  God  ;  the  companions  of  Paul  in  the 
mysteries  of  the  Gospel;  the  holy,  the  *mar-*witnp«ed 
tyr,  the  deservedly  most  happy  Paul:  at  whose ° 

feet  may  I  be  found,  when  I  shall  have  attained 

unto  God  ;  who,  '  throughout  all  his  epistle '  vid.  cote- 

makes  mention  of  you  in  Christ  Jesus.  Pca^'vind. 

11  Let  it  be  your  car^  therefore  to  comeiap?"^ 
more  fully  together,  to  the  praise  and  glory  of 
God.     For  when  ye  meet  fully  together  in  the 
same  place,  the  powers  of  the  devil  are  de- 
stroyed, and  his  -'mischief  is  dissolved  by  thc{,^n'*'"*'' 
*  unity  of  your  faith.  *  concord. 

12  And  indeed,  nothing  is  better  than  peace. 
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k^^  by  which  all  war,  both  '  spiritual  and  earthly, 
S^ciT^is  abolished. 

13  Of  all  which  nothing  is  hid  from  you,  if 

Je  have  perfect  faith  and  charity  in  Christ 
esus,  which  are  the  beginning  and  end  of 
life. 

14  For  the  beginning  is  faith;  the   end 
»B«iiiiiki  chariUr,    And  these  two,  "joined  together, 
'"**^*       ate  oi  God  :  but  all  other  things  which  con- 
cern a  holy  life  are  the  consequences  of 
these. 

15  No  man,  professing  a  true  faith,  sin- 
neth;  neither  does  he  who  has  charity,  hate 
any. 

jMitt. xa.       ig  * 'piig  (jee  ig  made  manifest  by  its  fruit ; 

so  they  who  profess  themselves  to  be  Chris- 
i^OTmiietians  '  are  known  by  what  they  do. 
naiiireM.        ij  YoT  Christianity  is  not  the  work  of  an 

outward  profession ;  but  shows  itself  in  the 

power  of  faith,  if  a  man  be  found  faithful  unto 

the  end. 

18  It  is  better  for  a  man  to  hold  his  peace, 
^Bpetuiic  and  be,  than  to  ''say,  he  is  a  Christian,  and 
"^•""^    not  to  be. 
Mfhewho      19  It  is  good  to  teach, '  if  what  he  says,  he 

does  likewise. 

20  There  is  therefore  one  Master,  who 
spake,  and  it  was  done;  and  even  those  things 
which  he  did  without  speaking,  are  worthy  of 
the  Father. 

21  He  that  possesses  the  word  of  Jesus,  is 
truly  able  to  hear  his  very  silence,  that  he  may 

•^TbatiM   be  perfect  "'  and  both  do  according  to  what  he 
■^'        speaks,  and  be  known  by  those  things  of  which 
he  is  silent. 

22  There  is  nothing  hid  from  Grod,  but 
even  our  secrets  are  nigh  unto  him. 

23  Let  us  therefore  do  all  things  as  becomes 
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those  who  have  '  God  dwelling  in  them  ;  that 
we  may  be  his  temples,  and  he  may  be  our 
God;  as  also  he  is,  and  will  manifest  him-*"*"* 
self  before  our  faces,  by  those  things  'for'ouiof. 
which  we  justly  love  him. 


CHAP.  IV. 

1  To  hare  a  ctre  for  the  gospel.  9  The  Tirginity  of  Mary,  the  iiu 
carnation,  and  the  death  of  Christ,  were  hid  from  the  JL)evil.  11 
How  the  birth  of  Christ  was  revealed.     16  Exhorts  to  unity. 

BE  not  deceived,  my  brethren  ;  those  that 
"  corrupt  families  by  adultery  shall  not  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

2  If  therefore  they  who  do  this  according -The  cor 
to  the  flesh,  "  have  suffered  death ;  how  much  ^'iiS?.°i 
more  shall  he  die,  who  by  his  wicked  doctrine  S!"'^***' 
corrupts  the  faith  of  God,  for  which  Christ  MOor.x.  p. 
was  crucified  ? 

3  *  He  that  is  thus  defiled,  shall  depart  into 
unqenchable  fire,  and  so  also  shall  he  that 

'  hearkens  to  him.  »sacha<me 

4  For  this  cause  did  the  Lord  ''suffer  the^UfdSSed. 
ointment  to  be  poured  on  his  head ;  that  he'Heanhim. 
might  breathe  the  breath  of  immortality  unto  y  Rec6ivt» 

bis  church.  Ptalm.  uiU. 

5  Be  not  ye  therefore  anointed  with  the^"***^*^ 
evil  savour  of  the  doctrine  of  the  prince  of  this 
world  :  let  him  not  take  you  captive  from  the 

life  that  is  set  before  you. 

6  And  why  are  we  not  all  wise  ;  seeing  we 
have  received  the  knowledge  of  God,  which 

is  Jesus  Christ?    Why  'do  wo  suffer  our-!AMwe 

/•I'll  •!  •!•        iboiitniy  ae* 

selves  foolishly  to  perish;  *not  considering ^y«>^ 
the  gift  which  the  Lord  has  truly  sent  to  us  ?  uij**' 

7  *  Let  my  life  be  sacrificed  for  the  doctrine  g^i^'ioto 
of  the  cross ;  which  is  indeed  a  scandal  to  the  ui^n,^' 

11 
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unbelievers,  but  to  us  is  salvatioir  and  life 
eternal. 
M  Com.  20.     8  'Where  is  the  wise  man?    Where  is  the 
disputcr?    Where  is  the  boasting  of  those 
who  are  called  wise  ? 

9  For  our  God  Jesus  Christ  was  according: 
icnrried.    iq  the  dispcnsation  of  God  **  conceived  in  the 

•  But  by.     womb  of  Mary,  of  the  seed  of  David,  '  by  the 
/  Who  wM.  jjoly  Ghost;  ^he  was   born,  and   baptized,. 

that  through  his  passion  he  might  purify  wa- 
ter, to  the  washing  away  of  sin. 

10  Now  the  virginity  of  Maryland  he  who 
was  born  of  her,  was  kept  in  secret  from  the 
prince  of  this  world ;  as  was  al»o  the  death 

JfMyiteries  of  our  Lord  ;  three  of  the  'mysteries  the  most 
spoken  of  throughout  the  world,  yet  done  in 

*  T'uTcS^'"*  secret  by  God. 

SXm'  11  How  then  was  our  Saviour  manifested 
to  the  world  ?  A  star  shone  in  heaven  beyond 
all  the  other  stars,  and  its  light  was  inexpres^ 
sible,  and  its  novelty  struck  terror  into  men's 
minds.  AU  the  rest  of  the  stars,  together  witb 
the  sun  and  moon,  were  the  chorus  to  this^ 
dtar :  but  that  sent  out  its .  light  exceedingly 
above  them  all. 

.There  was     12  And  uicn  *  began  to  be  troubled  to  think 

i Novelty,    whcttce  this  -'new  star  came,  so  unlike  to  *all 

iThem.     the  others. 

13  Hence  all  the  power  of  magic  became 
dissolved  ;  and  everv  bond  of  wickedness  wto 

M)i«ippeiir-'  destroyed ;  men's  ignorance  was  t€tken  away; 
and  the  old  kingdom  abolished ;  God  himself 
*^"«^^"*  appearing  in  the  form  of  a  man,  for  the  re- 
**»•         newal  of  eternal  life. 

14  From  thence  begain  what  God  had  pre- 
pared :  from  thenceforth  things  were  disturb- 
ed ;  foraBmuoh  as  be  designed  to  abolish 
deaths 
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15  Bat  if  Jesus  Christ  shall  give  me  grace 
through  your  prayers,  and  it  be  his  will,  I 
purpose  in  a  second  epistle,  which  I  will  sud- 
•denly  write  unto  you,  to  manifest  to  you  more 
fully  the  dispensation  of  which  I  have  now 
begun  to  speak,  unto  the  new  man,  which  is 
Jesus  Christ ;  both  in  his  faith,  and  charity  ; 
in  his  suffering,  and  in  his  resurrection. 

16  Especially   if  the    Lord   shall  "  make "  R  ve*i. 
known  unto  me,  that  ye  all  by  name  come  to- 
gether in  common  in  one  faith,  and  in  one  Je- 
sus Christ ;  who  was  of  the  race  of  David,  ac- 
<^ording  to  the  flesh ;  the  Son  of  man,  and  Son 

of  God;  "obeying  your  bishop  and  the  pres-^Thai^ 
bytery  with  an  entire  'affection;   breaking p M^d. 
one  and  the  same  bread,  which  is  the  medicine 
of  immortahty ;  our  antidote  that  we  should 
not  die,  but  live  forever  in  Christ  Jesus. 

17  My  soul  be  for  yours,  and  theirs  whom 
ye  have  sent,  to  the  glory  of  God  ;  even  unto 
Smjnma,  from  whence  also  I  write  to  you ; 
giving  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and  loving  Poly- 
carp  even  as  I  do  you.  Remember  me,  as 
Jesus  Christ  does  remember  you. 

18  Pray  for  the  church  which  is  in  Syria, 
from  whence  I  am  carried  bound  to  Rome  ; 
being  the  least  of  all  the  faithful  which  are 
there,  as  I  have  been  thought  worthy  to  be 
found  to  the  glory  of  God. 

19  Fare  ye  well  in  God  the  Father,  and  in 
Jesus  Christ,  our  common  hope.     Amen. 

%  To  the  Ephesians. 
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THE  EPISTLE  OF  IGNATIUS 

TO   THE 

MAGNESIANS. 


CHAP.  I. 

4  Mentions  the  arrival  of  Dannas  their  bishop,  and  others,  6  whonl 
he  exhorts  them  to  reverence,  notwithstanding  he  was  a  young 
roan. 

•  vidjmerp.  IGNATIUS,  who  is  also  called  Theophorus, 
in'tenK!!. ''  to  the  blessed  ("  church)  ^  by  the  grace  of  God 
the  Father  in  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour:  in 
whom  I  salute  the  church  which  is  at  Magne- 
sia near  the  Mceander ;  and  wish  it  all  joy  in 
God  the  Father  and  in  Jesus  Christ. 

2  When  I  heard  of  your  well-ordered  love 
<  According  and  charity  '  in  God,  being  full  of  joy,  I  de- 
sired much  to  speak  unto  you  in  the  faith  of 

tfudiafeda*'®®"^  Christ 

name  carry"     3  For  havittg  ^  bccn  thouffht  worthy  to  ob- 

iugagreat  .  "       -,  -  •  i         i  i 

dea'ofdivin-tain  a  most  excellent  name,     in  the  bonds 
j,«^^»hop  which  I  carry  about,  I  ^  salute  the  churches ; 
vind.  Tin.   wishing  in  them  a  union  both  of  the  body  and 
J^gf  »^  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  eternal  life ;  as  also 
mend.' '^'"' of  faith  aud  charity,  to  which  nothing  is  pre- 
ferred; but  especially  of  Jesus  and  the  Father; 
hiJl22:a'i^.in  whom  '  if  we  undergo  all  the  injuries  of  the 
prince  of  this  present  world,  and  escape,  we 
shall  enjoy  God. 
4  Seeing  then  I  have  been  judged  worthy 
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to  see  you,  by  Damas  your  *mo8t  excellent  gS^'^**''**^ 
bishop ;  and  by  your  very  worthy  presbyters, 
Bassus  and  Apollonius;  and  by  my  fellow- 
servant  Sotio,  the  deacon ; 

5  In  whom  *I  rejoice,  forasmuch  as  he  isj^^"*^^ 
subject  unto  his  bishop  as  to  the  grace  of  God, 

and  to  the  presbytery  as  to  the  law  of  Jesus^^pudViMi. 
Christ ;  ^I  determined  to  write  unto.  btoriSiSS'' 

6  Wherefore  it  will  become  you  also  nottrem'nllrortn 
*to  use  your  bishop  too  familiarly  upon  the  i  vw^v'Si' 
account  of  his  youth;  but  to  yield  all  rever- ,^"p^*^„ 
ence  to  him  according  to  the  power  of  Gody'Sd.iSfnat 
the  Father ;  as  also  I  perceive  that  your  holy 
presbyters  do;  not  considering  his  '  age, which y^Sri?' 
indeed  to  appearance  is  young ;  but  as  becomes  "'***^ 
those  who  are  prudent  in  God,  submitting  to 

him,  or  rather  not  to  him,  but  to  the  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  bishop  of  us 
aJL  w  It  li  be- 

7  It  will  therefore  "*  behove  you,  "  with  all  f  RuSoat 
sincerity,  to  obey  your  bishop;  in  honour  of  J"^**^*^'*" 
him  'whose  pleasure  it  is  that  you  should  do^S?'^'*^ 
so. 

8  Because  he  that  does  not  so,  deceives 

not  the  bishop  whom  he  sees,  but  '  affronts '^«»«^ 
him  that  is  invisible.     *  For  whatsoever  of  this  \nd%^Si* 
kind  is  doae,  it  reflects  not  upon  ''  man,  but  ^^rimn. 
upon  God,  who  knows  the  secrets  of  our 
hearts. 

9  It  is  therefore  fitting,  that  we  should  not 
only  be  called  Christians,  but  be  so. 

10  As  some  call  indeed  their  governor, 
bishop ;  but  yet  do  all  things  without  him. 

11  But  I  can  never  think  that  such  as  these 
have  a  good  conscience,  seeing  they  are  not 
gathered  together,  *  thoroughly  according  to  •  wr-ir 
C^'s  commandment 

11* 
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CHAP.  n. 

1  That  as  all  mast  die,  3  he  exhorts  them  to  live  orderly,  and*  in 
unity. 

SEEING  then  all  things  have  an  end,  there 
'Tocether.  are  thesc  two  *  indifferently  set  before  us,  death 
and  life :  and  every  one  shall  depart  unto  his 
proper  place. 

2  For  as  there  are  two  sorts  of  coins,  the 
one  of  God,  the  other  of  the  w  orld ;  and  each 

•  chMMter  of  these  has  its  proper  "  inscription  engraven 
upon  it ;  so  also  is  it  here. 

3  The  unbelievers  are  of  this  world  ;  but 
the  faithful,  through  charity,  have  the  charac- 
ter of  God  the  Father  by  Jesus  Christ ;  by 
whom  if  we  are  not  readily  disposed  to  die 
after  the  likeness  of  his  passion,  his  hfe  is  not 
in  us. 

4  Forasmuch  therefore  as  I  have,  in  the 
whotemuiu- Persons  before  mentioned,  seen  'all  of  you  in 
'"**••  faith  and  charity ;  I  exhort  you  that  ye  study 
^ortSf oSd.  to  do  all  things  in  a  *  divine  concord ; 

5  Your  bishop  presiding  in  the  place  of 
God;  your  presbyters  in  the  place  of  the  coun- 
cil of  the  Apostles ;  and  your  deacons  most 

'Smeet.  '  dcar  to  ^e,  being  entrusted  with  the  ministry 
of  Jesus  Christ;   who  was  the  Father  before 

miSfait*^*all  ages,  and  appeared  in  the  "end  to  us. 

?Bibu ^       6  W herefore,  taking  the  same  '  holy  course, 

^^'  see  that  ye  all  reverence  one  another :  and  let 
no  one  look  upon  his  neighbour  after  the  flesh ; 
but  do  ye  all  mutually  love,  each  other  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

7  Let  there  be  nothing  that  may  be  able  to 
make  a  division  among  you ;  but  be  ye  united 
to  your  bishop,  and  those  who  preside  over 
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you,  to  be  your  pattern  and  direction  in  the 
way  to  immortality. 

8  "As  therefore  the  Lord  did  nothing  with- iii^^rii^- 
out  the  Father,  being  united  to  him  ;  neither''''"    '^ 
by  himself,  nor  yet  by  his  apostles ;  so  neither 

do  ye  do  any  thing  without  your  bishop  and 
presbyters : 

9  Neither  endeavour  to  let  any  thing  ap- 
pear rational  to  yourselves  apart ; 

10  But  being  come  together  into  the  same 
place,  ^have  one  common  prayer;  one  suppli- 4,^5^6.*^'^' 
cation ;  one  mind ;  one  hope  ;  in  charity,  and 

in  joy  undefiled. 

11  There  is  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  than 
whom  nothing  is  better.     Wherefore  '  come  «=  Run. 
ye  all  together  as  unto  one  temple  of  God ;  as 

to  one  ''  altar,  as  to  one  Jesus  Christ ;  who  pro-^Jo»^^^ 
ceeded  from  one  Father,  and  exists  in  one,  and 
is  returned  to  one. 

CHAP.  III. 

1  He  cautions  them  against  false  opinions.     3  Especially  those  of 

•  Ebion  and  the  Judaizing  Christians.  '^inYum 

par.  'i,  cap.  4. 

BE  not  deceived  with  ^strange  doctrines ; ^ "««erodox. 
nor  with  old  fables  which  are  unprofitable. 
For  if  we  still  continue  to  live  according  to 
the  Jewish  law,  we  do  confess  ourselves  not 
to  have  received  grace.  For  even  the  most 
'holy  prophets  lived  according  to  Christ  Je- ^in'!^  ^'' 
sus. 

2  And  for  this  cause  were  they  persecuted, 
being  inspired  by  his  grace,  "  to  convince  the  ^F^[.'y  ^ 
unbelievers  and  disobedient  that  there  is  one 
God  who  has  manifested  himself  by  Jesus 
Christ  his  Son;  who  is  his  'eternal  word,  not' John i.i. 
coming  forth  from  silence,  who  in  all  things 
pleased  him  that  sent  him. 
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3  Wherefore  if  they  wl»o  were  brought  up 
^.Things.    |j^  these  ancient  ^  laws  came  nevertheless  to 

the  newness  of  hope ;  no  longer  observing  sab- 
^^;^jWj<^ baths,  but  *  keeping  the  Lord's  day,  in  which 

also  our  life  is  sprung  up  by  him,  and  through 
I  Or,  which,  his  death, '  whom  yet  some  deny :    . 
*•  Raceirad.     4  ^gy  ^hich  my  stcry  we  have  *  been  brought 

to  believe,  and  therefore  wait  that  we  may  be 

found  the  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  only 

master.) 

•  Without.      5  How  shall  we  be  able  to  live   "  different 

from  him ;  whose  disciples  the  very  prophets 
themselves  being,  did  by  the  spirit  expect  him 
as  their  master. 

•  Mat-nrtf.     6  "  And  therefore  he  whom  they  justly  wait- 

ed for,  being  come,  raised  them  up  from  the 
dead. 

7  Let  us  not  then  be  insensible  of  his  good- 
^j^^^^ness;  for  should  he  ^have  dealt  with  us  ac- 
£*jj;'j2Jj^  cording  to  our  works,  we  had  not  now  had  a 
;^Q^«««  being. 

8  vVherefore  being  become  his  disciples, 
Jet  us  learn  to  live  according  to  the  rules  of 
Christianity :  for  whosoever  is  called  by  any 

t  Hon  cteo.  other  name  '  besides  this,  he  is  not  of  God. 

9  Lay  aside  therefore  the  old,  and  sour,  and 
evil  leaven  ;  and  be  ye  changed  into  the  new 
leaven,  which  is  Jesus  Christ. 

10  Be  ye  salted  in  him,  lest  any  one  among 
you  should  be  corrupted ;  for  by  your  Saviour 

;^fr  ye  shall  be  judged.' 

.  11  It  is  absurd  to  name  Jesus  Christ,  and  to 
Judaize.    For  the  Christian  religion  did  not 

•  Bettere.    •  emlmice  the  Jewish,  but  the  Jewish  the  Chris- 

tian ;  that  so  eviery  tongue  that  believed  might 
be  gathered  together  antoGod* 

t2  These  tbmgs,  my  beloved,  I  write  onto 
you,  not  that  I  know  of  any  among  you  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TO  THE  MAGNESIANS.  12fl 

*  lie  under  this  error,;  but  as  "  one  of  the  least iJ;^*^^ 
among  you,  lam  desirous  to  forewarn  y^^thM^?*" 
that  ye  fall  not  into  the  /snares  of  vain  doc- •Hooks, 
trine  ; 

13  But  that  ye  be  fully  instructed  in  the 
birth,  and  suffering,  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ,  our  hope  ;  which  was  accomplished  in 
the  time  of  the  government  of  Pontius  Pilate, 
and  that  most  truly  and  *  certainly ;  and  from»Finni7. 
which  God  forbid  that  any  among  you  should 
be  turned  aside. 

CHAP.  IV. 

1  GommeiHls  their  faith  and  piety ;  7  exhorts  them  to  perseyere ;  10 
desires  their  prayers  for  himself  and  the  church  at  Antioch. 

MAY  I  therefore  have  joy  of  you  in  all 
things,  if  I  shall  be  worthy  of  it.  For  though 
I  am  bound,  yet  am  I  not  worthy  to  be  com- 
pared to  one  of  you  that  are  at  liberty. 

2  I  know  that  ye  are  not  puffed  up ;  for  ye 

have  Jesus  Christ '  in  your  hearts.  j^ij  yow- 

3  And  especially  when  I  commend  you,  I 
know  that  ye  are  ashamed,  as  it  is  written, 

"  The  just  man  condemneth  himself.  n^sTt!*^*' 

4  Study  therefore  to  be  confirmed  in  the 
doctrine  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Apostles  ;  that 
so  whatsoever  ye  do,  ye  may  prosper  both  in 
body  and  spirit ;  in  faith  and  charity  ;  in 
the  Son,  and  in  the  Father,  and  in  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  in  the  beginning,  and  in  the  end. 

5  Together  with  your  most  worthy  bishop, 

and  the  '  well-wrought  spiritual  crown  of  your  «  wortw^ 
presbytery ;  and  your  deacons  which  are  ac-  '^'^^^^ 
cording  to  God. 

6  Be  subject  to  your  bishop,  and  to  one  ano- 
ther, as  Jesus  Christ  to  the  Father  according 


Digitized  by 


Google 


180  THE  EPISTLE  OP  IGNATIUS. 

to  the  flesh  ;  and  the  Apostles  both  to  Christ, 

and  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Holy  Gost ;  that 

«Th«re may  ^^  y^  jr^^y  a  j^^  miited  both  in  body  and  spirit. 

SS?  iSki'tlj:     7  '  Knowing  you  to  be  full  of  God,  I  have 

fEph.iu.10.**^®  ™^r®  ^^i^fly  exhorted  you. 

8  Be  mindful  of  me  in  your  prayers,  that  I 
'Find,  en-naay  "  attain  unto  God ;  and  of  the  church  that 

d  Whence,  is  iu  Syria,  from  '^  which  I  am  not  worthy  to  be 
called. 

9  For  I  stand  in  need  of  your  joint  prayers 
in  God,  and  of  your  charity,  that  the  church 
which  is  in  Syria  may  be  thought  worthy  to 

^^edewed.  bc  '  uourished  by  your  church. 

inieVpoi.  la      IQ  Thc  Ephesiaus   ^  from    Smyrna  salute 

*0C  I'll  T  •  /I         • 

/  Which  you,  from  which  place  1  write  unto  you  (being 
s^na^p  present  here  to  the  glory  of  God,  in  hke  man- 
2?unu^  **""  ner  as  you  are),  who  have  in  all  things  refresh- 
ed me,  together  with  Polycarp,  the  bishop  of 
the  Smyrnaeans. 

1 1  The  rest  of  the  churches,  in  the  honour 
of  Jesus  Christ  salute  you. 
« EppuicBc.       12  ^Farewell,   and  be  ye  strengthened  in 
A posMSiing. the  concord  of  God  ;  ^enjoying  his  insepara- 
ble spirit,  which  is  Jesus  Christ. 

IF   To  the  Magnesians. 
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.  TO  THE 

TRALLIANS. 


CHAP.  I. 

1  Acknowledges  the  coming  of  their  bishop.  5  Commends  them 
for  their  subjection  to  their  bishop,  priests,  and  deacons ;  and  ez^ 
horts  them  to  continue  in  it :  15  is  afraid  even  of  his  over-great 
desire  to  suffer,  lest  it  should  be  prejudicial  to  him. 

IGNATIUS,  who  is  also  called  Theopho- 
rus,  to  the  holy  church,  which  is  at  Tralles  in 
Asia ;  beloved  of  God  the  Father  of  Jesus 
Christ;  elect  and  worthy  of  God;  having 
peace  "  through  the  flesh  and  blood,  and  pas- 
sion of  Jesus  Christ  our  hope  ;  in  the  resur-**° 
rection  which  is  ''  by  him  :  which  also  I  salute 
in  its  fulness,  continuing  in  the  apostolical* 
character ;  wishing  all  joy  and  happiness  un- 
to it. 

2  I   have   '  heard   of  your  blameless  and 

'^  constant  disposition  through  patience,  which  ^J^^'^^^j^,^ 
'not  only  appears  in  your  outward  conversa- ni|* 

1       "^  •     ^^  11      •'  1  1  II-      '(Which  you 

tion,  but  IS  naturally  rooted  and  grounded  mhavenot  ac 

'  V  o  cording  to 

you.  use,  but  ac- 

3  In  like  manner  as  Polybius  your  bishop  powesston. 
has  declared  unto  me  ;  who  came  to  me  to 
Smyrna,  by  the  will  of  God  and  Jesus  Christ ; 

and   so  rejoiced   together  with  me  ^in  my^^^^^^ 

bound. 


I  6  Uato. 
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bonds  for  Jesus  Christ,  that  in  effect  I  saw 
t  Muiutude.your  whole  'church  in  him. 
iewSiS"       ^  Having  therefore  received  the  *  testimony 

*  "oSd"""*  ^^  your  good  will  towards  me  '  for  God's  sake, 
/vid. jjHh^  by  him,  ^  I  seemed  to  find  you,  as  also  I  knew 
?SittuSi*.  that  ye  were  the  *  followers  of  God. 

/  When.         5  For  '  whereas  ye  are  subject  to  your  bish- 
op as  to  Jesus  Christ,  ye  appear'to  me  to  live 
not  after  the  manner  of  men,  but  according 
to  Jesus  Christ ;  who  died  for  us,  that  so,  be- 
••pieeftom-lieving  in  his  death,  ye  might  "*  escape  death. 
6  It  is  therefore  necessary,  that  as  ye  do,  so 
without  your  bishop,  you  should  do  nothing  : 
also  be  ye  subject  to  your  presbyters,  as  to 
the  Apostles  of  Jesus  Christ  our  hope ;  in 
whom  if  we  walk,  we  shall  be  found  in  him.. 
"Vid.voe-      7  "The  deacons  also,  as  being  the  minis- 
°"    "^^  ters  of  the  mysteries  of  Jesus  Christ,  must  by 
all  means  please  all.    For  they  are  not  the 
oDeaeont.  ^'miuistets    of  meat  and   drink,  but  of  the 
church  of  God.     Wherefore  they  must  avoid 
all  offences,  as  they  would  do  fire. 
PAtaiiotiie     ^  ^^  ^^^^  manner  let  all  reverence  the  dea- 
5JJ2P»J«^cons  ''as  Jesus  Christ ;  and  the  bishop  as  the 
thS  pTihir.  Father }  and  the  presbyters  as  the  Sanhedrim 
toTiw-i?!-  ^^  ^^^'  ^^^  college  of  the  Apostles, 
ter'  coUitk'     9  Without  thesc  there  is  no  '  church.   Con- 

nm. 

jAchurehiicerning  all  which  I  am  persuaded  that  ye 
^  sodo.      '  think  after  the  very  same  manner :  for  I  have 
received,  and  even  now  have  with  me  the  pat- 
tern of  your  love,  in  your  bishop. 

•  H^bitof  ^  10  Whose  very  'look  is  instructive;  and 
iwmict^  whose  mildness,  'powerful :  "whom  I  am  per- 

« Power.  Ill  *!•  1  1  '^ 

j^^^voj^suaded,  the  very  atheists  themselves  cannot 

Haminioe.  but  rcverencc. 

11  But  because  I  have  a  love  towards  you, 
I  will  not  write  any  more  sharply  unto  you 
about  this  matter,  though  I  very  w^ll  might ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


stand  Buuiy 


TO  THE  TRALUANS. 

but  now  I'haye  done  80,  lest,  being  a  condem- 
ned man,  I  should  seem  to  prescribe  to  you  as 
an  Apostle. 

12  I  have  *  great  knowledge  in  God ;  but  I«i 
•refrain  myself,  lest  I  should  perish  in  mySJni.' 
boasting.  *    *■ 

13  For  now  I  ought  the  more  to  fear ;  and 
not  hearken  to  those  that  would  puff  me  up. 

14  For  they  that  speak  to  me,  in  my  praise, 
chafiten  me. 

15  For  I  indeed  '  desire  to  fiuffer,  but  I  can-'Lov«. 
not  tell  whether  I  am  worthy  so  to  do. 

16  "And  this  desire,  though  to  others  it|;<J'^^ 
does  not  appear,  yet  to  myself  it  is  for  that**  "** 
very  reason  the  more  violent.    I  have,  there- 
fore, need  of  'moderation;  by  which  the' 
prince  of  this  world  is  destroyed. 

17  Am  I  not  able  to  write  to  you  of  heav- 
enly things  ?  But  I  fear  lest  I  should  harm 
you,  who  are  yet  but  babes  in  Christ  (excuse 
me  this  care:)  and  lest  perchance,  being  not 
able  to  receive  them,  ye  should  be  choked 
with  them. 

18  For  even  I  myself,  although  I  am  in 
bonds,  yet  am  not  therefore  able  to  under- 
stand heavenly  things : 

19  As  the  '  places  of  the  engels,  and  the 
several  companies  of  them,  under  their  re- 
spective princes  {  things  visible  and  invisible ; 
but  in  these  I  am  yet  a  learner. 

20  For  many  thiogs  are  wanting  to  us,  that 
we  come  not  «hort  of  God. 
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CHAP.  n. 

1  Wama  them  againaC  heretica,  4  ezhorta  them  to  humility  and  imi. 
ty,  10  briefly  aeta  before  them  tb«  true  doctrine  conceraing 
Chriat. 

I  EXHORT  you  therefore,  or  rather  not  I, 

but  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  use  noBe 

but  Christian  nourishment ;  abstaining  from 

pasture  which  is   of  another  kind,  I  mean 

heresy. 

6vid.de        2  *  For  they  that  are  heretics,  confound  to- 

^Si^v^gether  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ  with  their 

S'iuniTi'pudOwn  poison;  'whilst  they  seem   worthy   of 

c^p.*eIi*|0i.  belief : 

JSlTv^  3  As  men  give  a  deadly  potion  mixed  widi 
EpStld  sweet  wine,  which  he  who  is  ignorant  of  does 
^Beinib^  with  the  treacherous  pleasure  sweetly  drink 
^dJdu^Iiiy.in  his  own  death, 

4  Wherefore  guard  yourselves  against  such 
persons.  And  that  you  will  do  if  you  are  not 
puffed  up  J  but  continue  inseparable  from  Je- 
sus Christ  our  God,  and  from  your  bishop, 
and  from  the  coimnands  of  the  Apostles. 
^vid.  useru  5  ''  Hc  that  is  within  the  altar  is  pure, :  bwt 
cotiicr.  lb"**  he  that  is  without,  that  is,  that  does  aay  thing 
without  the  bishofs  and  presbyters,  and  dea- 
cons, is  not  piure  in  bis  conscienoew 

6  Not  that  I  know  there  is  any  thitBg  of  tkis 
nature  among  yoo ;  but  I  lbre*artnyou,  as  be^ 
ing  gready  beloved  by  me,  foreseeing  the 
snares  of  the  deviL 

7  Wherefore,  putting  on  meekness,  renew 
yourselves  in  faith,  that  is,  the  flesh  of  the 
Lord  ;  and  in  charity,  that  is,  the  blood  of  Je- 
sus Christ. 

•  Aoytbinf.      8  Let  no  man  have  'any  grudge  against  his 
neighbour.    Give  no  occasion  to  the  Gentiles ; 
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lest  by  means  of  a  few  foolish  men,  the  whole 
congregation  of  God  be  evil  spoken  of. 

9  For  wo  to  that  man  ^through  whose  vani-^4S*^n 
ty  my  name  is  blasphemed  by  any.  J^"^5^'  ^ 

10  Stop  your  ears  therefore,  as  often  as  any 

one  shall   speak  '  contrary  to  Jesus  Christ ;' ^*"*'*"^ 
who  was  of  the  race  of  David,  of  the  Virgin 
Mary. 

11  Who  was  truly  born,  and  did  eat  and 
drink ;  was  truly  persecuted  under  Pontius  Pi- 
late ;  was  truly  crucified  and  dead ;  both  those 
in  heaven  and  on  earth,  and  under  the  earth, 

*  being  spectators  of  it.  uJSS'^in!*' 

12  Who  was  also  truly  raised  from  the  dead 

'  by  his  Father,  after  the  same  manner  as  ^  hertarinJ^h!^ 
will  also  raise  us  up  who  believe  in  him,  by  Je-*'^***  **^*'' 
3U8  Christ ;  without  whom  we  have  no  true 
life. 

13  But  if,  as  some  who  are  atheists,  that  is 
to  say,  infidels,  pretend,  that  he  only  seemed  to 
sufier  (they  themselves  only  seeming  to  exist); 
why  then  am  I  bound  ? — ^Why  do  I  desire  to 
fight  with  beasts? — Therefore  do  I  die  in  vain  : 
therefore  I  will  not  speak  falsely  against  the 
Lord. 

14  Flee  therefore  these  evil  *  sprouts,  which '^'"*^ 
bring  forth  deadly  fruit ;  of  which  if  any  one 
taste,  he  shall  presently  die. 

15  For  these  are  not  the  plants  of  the  Fa- 
ther ;  seeing  if  they  were,  they  would  appear 
to  be  the  branches  of  the  cross,  and  their  fruit 
would  be  incorruptible  ;  by  which  he  invites 
you  through  his  passion,  who  are  members  of 
him. 

16  For  the  head  cannot  be  without  its  mem- 
bers ;  God  having  promised  a  union,  that  is, 
himself^ 
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CHAP,  m. 

He  again  exhorts  to  unity ;  and  desires  their  prayers  for  himself  an<7 
for  his  church  at  Antioeh. 

iiWaieT'of    I   SALUTE  you  from  Smyrna,  '  together 
ihethuTcb.  ^jijj  ^^  churches  of  God  that  are  present 

with  me  ;  who  have  refreshed  me  in  aU  thipgs,. 

both  in  the  flesh,  and  in  the  spirit. 

2  My  bonds,  which  I  carry  about  me  for  the 
sake  of  Christ  (beseeching  him  that  I  may 
attain  unto  God),  exhort  you,  that  you  con- 

^ofyfT'tinue  in  "  concord  among  yourselves,  and  m 
prayer  with  one  another. 

3  For  it  becomes  every  one  of  you,  espe- 
cially the  presbyters,  to  refresh  the  bishop,  to* 
the  honour  of  the  Father,  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
of  the  Apostles. 

4  I  beseech  you,  that  you  hearken  to  me  in 
•  Be  a  tcrti  love  :  that  I  may  not, "  by  those  things  which 

MODy  among  f  /  .  .*'.•',  ° 

7ou,wriiing.i  wHtc,  risc  Up  m  witucss  agamst  you. 

5  Pray  also  for  me ;  who  through  the  mercy 
of  God  stand  in  need  of  your  prayers,  that  I. 
may  be  worthy  of  the  portion  which  I  am 
about  to  obtain,  that  I  be  not  found  a  repro-^ 
bate. 

6  The  love  of  those  who  are  at  Smyrna  and 
Ephesus  salute  you.  Remember  in  your  pray- 
ers the  Church  of  Syria,  from  which  I  am  not 
worthy  to  be  called,  being  one  of  the  least  of 

•  Them.        *  it.     • 

7  Fare  ye  well  in  Jesus  Christ ;  being  sub- 
ject to  your  bishop   as  to  the  command  of 
God  ;  and  so  likewise  to  the  presbytery. 

!» Undivided.     8  Love  every  one  his  brother  with  an  '  un- 
vXIriuicS:  feigned  heart.      '  My  soul  be  your  expiation,. 
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not  only  now,  but  when  I  shall  lyive  attained 
unto  God;  fori  am  yet  under  daoger. 

9  But  the  Father  is  faithful  in  Jesus  Christ, 
to  fulfil  both  mine  and  your  petition  ;  in  whom 
may  ye  be  found  unblamable. 

t  To  the  Trallians. 
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TO   THE 

ROMANS. 


CHAP.  I. 

t  He  testifies  his  desire  to  see,  and  his  hopes  of  sttffering  for,  Christ,- 
5  which  he  earnestly  entreats  them  not  to  prevent,  10  but  to  pray 
for  him,  that  God  would  strengthen  him  to  the  combat 

«r  vZ'  IGNATIUS,  -  who  is  also  called  Theopho- 
^'iu.jpar"2:  ras,  to  the  church  which  has  obtained  mer- 
«'<  *     ^  c y  *  from  the  majesty  of  the  Most  ffigh  Father, 


Omitted. 


^  and  his  only  *  begotten  Son  Jesus  Christ ;  be- 

Or  loved,   and  illuminated  "  through  the  will  of 

' ^;which  him  who  willeth  all  things  which  are  according 
SXt^^iaS  to  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  our  *  God  ;  which 
Jf  ihr*Rj!  also  presides  in  the  ^  place  of  the  region  of 
S^of oS'i  the  Romans  ;  and  which  '  I  salute  in  the  name 
SSlbSdi  of  Jesus  Christ,  (*  as  being)  united  both  in 
SSS^'Sfjl  fl^^sh  and  spirit  to  all  his  commands,  and  *  fil- 
wbat  h^dl  led  with  the  grace  of  God  ;  (^  all  joy)  in  Je- 
JUJ,'  SS  sus  Christ  our  God. 

eSted  by  oi'e  ^  *  Forasmuch  as  I  have  at  last  '  obtained 
chJSt  Md  through  my  prayers  to  God,  to  see  your  "fa- 
gj  Father,  ^gg^ » which  I  much  desire  to  do ;  being  bound 

/  Type  of  the  cboms,  I.  e.  the  churcb  of  the  Romaaa.  See  V(Mii.Aiiiiot.  fai  loe.  '  Alao. 
A  (The  Son  of  the  Father ;  te  thoae  who  are-4Sr.)  <  Wholly  filled.  Or.  J  (Being  abeo- 
Ivtely  aeparated  fhMn  any  other  colour;  much  pure,  or  immaculate  Joy.)  *«lr.  t  VId. 
Vev.  Aonot  Inloc.   "*  Worthy  of  Ood.  "  And  hanre  received  even  more  tbBiriaaked,beiiic 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TO  THE  R0MAM5.  \99 

in  Christ  Jesus,  I  hope  ere  long  to  salute  you, 
if  it  shall  be  the  will "  of  God  to  grant  mo  to  at- '  ^' 
tain  unto  the  end  I  long  for. 

3  For  the  beginning  is  well '  disposed,  if  I 
shall  but  have  grace  without  hinderance,  to  re- 
ceive ^  what  is  appointed  for  me.  pmfiou 

4  But  I  fear  your  love,  lest  it  do  me  an  in- 
jury.    For  it  is  easy  for  you  to  do  what  you 
please  ;  but  it  'will  be  hard  for  me  to  attaints, 
unto  God,  if  you  spare  me. 

5  But  I  "  would  not  that  ye  should  please  piiJlJyTu 
men,  but  God ;    '  whom  also  ye  do  please,  f  Ar°  ^'^ 
For  neither  shall  I  ever  hereafter  have  such  an 
opportunity  '  of  going  unto  God  ;  nor  will  you,  u^to^""'"* 
if  ye  shall  now  be  silent,  ever  be  entitled  to  a 
better  work.     For  if  you    shall  be  silent  "in^'^wnn^ 
my  behalf,  I  shall  be  made  partaker  of  God. 

6  But  if  you  shall  love  my   "body,  I  shall 'Tiesb* 
have  my  course  again  to  run.     Wherefore  ye 
cannot  do  me  a  greater  kindness  than  to  suf- 
fer me  to  be  sacrificed  unto  God,  now  that  the 
altar  is  already  prepared ; 

7  J  hat  •"  when  ye  shall  be  gathered  toc^eth- "' ^^^ng  ^ 

•  J  t  -r-y^  1         come  a  cho- 

er.  m  love,  ye  may  '  give  thanks  to  the  Father  ;"^:^ 
through  Christ  Jesus ;  that  he  has  vouchsafed 
'  to  bring  a  bishop  of  Syria  unto  you,  being  ^.Jjiata^ 
called  from  the  east  unto  the  west.  ^y'}°-  «5«"W 

rt  '      '  I      r  n  be  found. 

8  For  It  IS  good  tor  me  to  set  from  the 
world  unto  God  ;  that  I  may  rise  again  unto 
him. 

9  Ye  have  never  envied  any  one  ;  ye  have 
taught    others.     I   would  therefore  that  ye 

'  should  now  do  those  things  yourselves,  which  'j,]^^*V,S^' 
in  your  instructions  you  have  "  prescribed  to  ^j;j^»»  ^ 

others.  **  command 

10  Only  pray  for  me,  that  God  would  give  pof^«i^'i» 
me  both  mward  and  outward  strength,  that  1  ^7 
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may  not  only  say,  but  will ;  nor  be  only  call- 
ed a  Christian,  but  be  found  one. 

11  For  if  I  shall  be  found  a  Christian,  I 

may  then  deservedly  be  called  one  ;  and  be 

thought  faithful,  when  I  shall  no  longer  appear 

to  the  world. 

*  Nothing        12  Nothing  is  "  good  that  is  seen. 

taSemS?      13  For  even  our  God,  Jesus  Christ,  now 

whtobi!?!r^thathe  is  in  the  Father,  does  so  much  the 

■een  are  tem- 
poral, but  ibe  more  appear. 

SrSt'SSii  14  A  Christian  is  not  a  work  of  '  opinion ; 
areei«niaL  ^^^  ^^  grcatucss  of  miud,  ("especially  when 
.  >••— -he  is  hated  by  the  world.) 


Gr. 

ciup.  n. 

Expresses  his  great  desire  ind  determination  to  suffer  martyrdom. 

'J";^j;f  I  WRITE  to  the  churches,  and  •  signify  to 
them  all,  that  1  am  wilhng  to  die  for  God,  un- 

/  Forbid  me.  less  you  ^  hiudcr  me. 

f  Bo  not.  2  I  beseech  you  that  you  'show  not  an  un- 
seasonable good  will  towards  me.  Suffer  me 
to  be  food  to  the  wild  beasts  ;  by  whom  I  shall 
attain  unto  God. 

3  For  I  am  the  wheat  of  God  ;  and  I  shall 
be  ground  by  the  teeth  of  the  wild  beasts,  that 

vS'^intel^.I  may  be  found  the  pure  bread  *  of  Christ. 

UiiS-Tas!     4  Rather  *  encourage  the  beasts,  that  they 

i  Flatter,  may  become  my  sepulchre ;  and  may  leave 
nothing  of  my  body ;  that  being  dead,  I  may 
not  be  troublesome  to  any. 

5  Then  shall  I  be  truly  the  disciple  of  Jesus 
Christ,  when  the  world  shall  not  see  so  much 
as  my  body.  Pray  therefore  unto  Christ  for 
me,  that  by  these  instruments  I  may  be  made 

>">«»*.  Or.  the  sacrifice  ^  of  God. 

6  I  do  not,  as  Peter  and  Paul,  command 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TO  THE  ROMANS.  141 

you.  Tliey  were  Apostles,  I  a  condemned 
roan ;  they  were  free,  but  I  am,  even  to  this 
day,  a  servant : 

7  But  if  I  shall  suffer,  I  shall  then  become 
the  freeman  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  shall  rise 
*free.     And  now,  being  in  bonds,  I  learn  nothiSTor. 
to  desire  '  any  thing.  |  Any  worw- 

8  From  Syria  even  unto  Rome,  I  fight  withii^  «». 
beasts  both  by  sea  and  land ;  both  night  and 

day ;  being  bound  to  ten  leopards,  that  is  to 
say,  to  such  a  band  of  soldiers  ;  who,  though 
treated  with  all  manner  of  kindness,  are  the 
worse  for  it. 

9  But  I  am  the  more  instructed  by  their  in- 
juries ;  "  yet  am  I  not  therefore  justified.  •loor.tr.c 

10  May  I  enjoy  the  wild  beasts  that  are 
prepared  for  me  ;  which  also  I  wish  may  "  ex- J'^vm.^oj 
ercise  all  their  fierceness  upon  me.  uVbi^ 

11  And  whom  for  that  end  I  will  **  encour- for'^^^'o'-^ 
age,  that  they  may  be  sure  to  devour  me,  andiS.TTia^"" 
not  serve  me  as  they  have  done  some,  whom 

out  of  fear  they  have  not  touched.  But,  and 
if  they  will  not  do  it  willingly,  I  will  provoke 
them  to  it. 

12  Pardon  me  in  this  matter ;  I  know  what 

is  profitable  for  me.    Now  I  begin  to  ''be  a^Lnkexir. 
disciple:    nor  'shall    any   thing   move  me,vvid.cot«. 
whether  visible  or  invisible,  that  I  may  attain  jj;„*"{SSi. 
to  Christ  Jesus.  ^^ 

Let  fire,  and  the  cross;  let  the  *■  companies 'Fow«« 
of  wild  beasts;  ' let  breakings  of  bone,  ai^dj^^ttoyw 
tearing  of  members  ;  let  the   *  shattering  in  j""^*f«-^* 
pieces  of  the  whole  body,  and  all "  the  wicked  AnmjtNlp: 
torments  of  the  devil  come  upon  me ;  only 
let  •  me  enjoy  Jesus  Christ.  •Tmiimv 

14  All  the  •  ends  of  the  world,  and  the  king-  7!ol^  piea*^ 
doms  'of  it,  will  profit  me  nothing  :  I  would ""^^^^^ 
rather  die  ''for  Jesus  Christ,  than  rule  to  theyoc  uato. 
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te'"*!  ''min  utmost  ends  of  the  earth.  '  Him  I  seek  who 
gjSlJldi'thSdied  for  us :  him  I  desire,  that  rose  again  for 
M^d'i^wi'^us.  This  is  the  "  gain  that  is  laid  up  for  me. 
cTAddl^  15  Pardon  me,  my  brethren,  ye  shall  not 
vS!vJ«.^'*^iiid^f  me  from  living  :  (*  nor  seeing  I  desire 
cornou  9.  jQ  gQ  tQ  God^  may  you  separate  me  from  him, 
uJl?  ubSSid  ^^^  the  sake  of  this  world ;  nor  seduce  me  by 
£ScT?^  to^y  <>f  th^  '  desires  of  it.)  Suffer  me  to  '  en- 
Srtfn'SS'*^  ter  into  pure  light ;  where,  being  come,  I  shall 
?B?ma^r.  ^^  ludced  thc  •  servant  of  ^  God. 
how^/*''  16  Permit  me  to  imitate  the  passion  of  my 
/v?d.*Aii-  God.  If  any  one  has  him  within  himself,  let 
^';^«"*"  him  consider  what  I  desire  ;  and  let  him  have 
rwbat      compassion  on  me,  as  knowing  'howl  am 

things  con-       ^      -^  1  ° 

ittiteM.    Straitened. 


CHAP.  m. 

Further  eipresses  his  desire  to  suffer. 

THE  prince  of  this  world  would  fain  carry 
*Mind,wui.ine  away,  and  corrupt  my  *  resolution  towards 
ire.^1,*"  my  God.  Let  none  of  you  *  therefore  help 
"ikMoJiT'  ^  him :  rather  do  ye  join  with  me,  that  is,  with 
"^  God. 

2  Do  not  speak  with  Jesus  Christ,  and  yet 

covet  the  world.    Let  not  any  envy  dwell  with 

you ;  no,  not  though  I  myself,  when  I  shall  be 

come  unto  you,  should  exhort  you  to  it,  yet  do 

bn«3li^*"not  yc  hearken  to  me ;  but  rather  believe  what 

fire  wiUiln    t  -^      ^ 

metbmtloyMl  UOW  WTltC  tO  yOU, 

iM^Md"^  3  For  though  I  am  alive  at  the  writing  this, 
STSJih"  yet  my  desire  is  to  die.  My  love  is  crucified ; 
withiBme.  ^4  ^^j  ^j^^  I  g^^  ^j^^j  .g  within  me  does  not  de- 
aler «xp!f-  sire  an  v  water  :  but  being  alive,  and  "'spring- 
to*rocAwing  within  me,  says,)  Come  to  the  Father. 
«v^.in  4  I  take  no  pleasure  in  the  food  of  corrup- 
cSi^r^lT.tion,  nor  in  the  pleasures  of  this  life. 
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5  I  desire  the  bread  of  €rod,  "^hich  k  the^nlJ^J^^ 
flesh  of  Jesos  Christ,  (*  of  the  seed  of  David ;  T^^^Xf' 
ami  the  drifok  that  I  long  for)  is  his  blood  J„^j^*l£^ 
which  is  inoorrupOibte  love. '  iSTofDi?" 

6  I  hafre  no  desire  to  live  any  longer  after  AbrSin 
the  manner  of  men  ;  *  neither  shall  I  if  youS^J5";Si?5 
consent.    Be  ye  therefore  willing,  that  ye  ^"JrlAidl;^ 
yourselves  also  may  be  *^  pleasing  to  God*    l2*fiiST** 
•  exhort  you  '  in  a  few  words :  i  pray  yott  be^Jh^fUI*^ 
ireve  me.  •vid.AaDot. 

7  Jesus  Christ  will  show  you  that  I  BpehkTS^'^"^ 
truly.     My  month  is  without  deceit,  and  the  *•'"*• 
Father  hath  truly  spoken  "  by  it.     Pray  thete-*'*'* 
fore  for  me,  that  I  may  accomplish  what  I  de- 
sire. 

8  I  have  not  written  to  you  after  the  flesh, 
but  according  to  th6  will  of  God.    If  I  shall 
suficr,  '  ye  have  loved  me :  but  if  I  shall  be  re-  l^S^J^ 
jected,  "ye  have  hated  me.  -vibmob. 

9  Remember  in  your  prayers  the  church  ofwa?/** 
Syria,  which  now  enjoys  God  for  its  shepherd  ^ 
instead  of  me :  '  let  Jesus  Christ  only  "  over-  inSrprTiit 
see  it,  and  your  charity.  leSu!"**^^ 

10  But  I  am  even  ashamed  to  be  reckoned 
as  one  of  them  :  for  neither  am  I  worthy,  be- 
ing the  least  among  them,  and  as  one  'born'*^^-^-'- 
out  of  due  season.    But  through  mercy  I  have 
obtained  to  be  somebody,*if  I  shall  get  unto 

God. 

11  My  spirit  salutes  you  ;  and  the  charity 
of  the  churches  that  have  received  me  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  not  as  a  passenger.  Fo'r 
even  they  that  were  not  near  to  me  in  the  way, 
have  gone  before  me  to  the  next  city  to  meet 
me. 

12  These  things  I  write  to  you  from  Smyr- 
na, by  the  most  worthy  of  the  church  of  Ephe- 

8U8. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14*  EPISTLE  OP  IGNATIUS,  &c 

13  There  is  now  with  me,  together  with 
many  others,  Crocus,  most  beloved  of  me. 

*t^Si^Si^As  for  those  which  are  *  come  from  Syria,  and 
are  gone  before  me  to  Rome,  to  the  glory  of 
God,  I  suppose  you  are  not  ignorant  of  them. 

14  Ye  shall  therefore  signify  to  them  that  I 
draw  near,  for  they  are  all  worthy  both  of 
God  and  of  you ;  whom  it  is  fit  that  you  re- 
fresh in  all  things. 

15  This  have  I  written  to  you,  the  day  be- 
fore the  ninth  of  tlie  calends  of  September. 

•TbmtKthe*  Be  strong  unto  the  end,  in  the  patience  of  Je- 
^'^:   sus  Christ.  ^ 

""'  H  To  the  Romans. 
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TO  THK 

PHILADELPfflANS. 


CHAP.  I. 


Commends  their  biehop  whom  they  had  sent  unto  him,  5  wamA  them 
■gainst  divisions  and  schism. 

IGNATIUS,  who   is  also  callcii  Thoopho- 
rus,  to  the  church  of  God  the  Father,  and  aur 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  at  Philadelphia  ia 
Asia  ;  which  has  obtained  mercy,  being  fixed 
in  the  concord  of  God,  and  rejoicing  "  ever  •  iMepw- 
more  in  the  passion  of  our   Lord,  and  being  "^' 
fulfilled  in  all  mercy  through  his  resurrection; 
which  also  I  salute   in  the  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ,  *  which   is  our  eternal  and   undefiled »  vw.  v«t 
joy  ;  especially  if  they  are  at  unity  with  the  ^'**''^  ^'^ 
bishop,  and  presbyters  who  are  with  him,  and 
the  deacons  appointed '  according  to  the  **  mind  *!„. 
of  Jesus  Christ ;  whom  he  has  settled  accord- '^v*^* <**«»• 
ing  to  his  own  will  in  all  firmness  by  his  Holy 
Spirit. 

2  Which  bishop  I  know  obtained  *  that  great*  Minirtn 
ministry  among  you  not  of  himself,  neither  by  SSi"JJl|6.** 
men,  nor  out  of  vain  glory,  but  ^by  the  love/i" 

of   God   the    Father,   and    our  Lord  Jesus 

Christ ;  mF^wuT* 

3  Whose  moderation  'I  admire;  who  byj^njjj^^^ 
his  silence  is  able  to  do  more  than  *  others  terri  ""^^ 

13 
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with  all  their  vain  talk.  For  he  is  fitted  to  the- 
commands,  as  the  harp  to  its  strings. 

4  Wherefore  my  soul  esteems  his  mind  to- 
.  wards  God  most  happy,  knowing  it  to  be  fruit- 
ful in  all  virtue,  and  perfect;  full  of  constancy^ 

<in  free  from  passion,  '  and  according  to  all  the 

moderation  of  the  living  (jod. 

5  Wherefore,  as  becomes  the  children  both 
of  the  light  and  of  truth,  flee  divisions  and 
false  doctrines  :  but  where  your  shepherd  isy 
there  do  ye,  as  sheep,  follow  after. 

^nio JC"  ^  ^^^  there  are  many  wolves,  ^  who  seem 
worthy  of  belief,  that  with  a  *  false  pleasure 
lead  captive  those  that  run  in  the  course  of 
God :  but  in  your  concord  they  shall  find  no 
place. 

7  Abstain  therefore  from  those  evil  herba 
which  Jesus  Christ  does  not  dress;  because 
such  are  not  the  plantation  of  the  Father. 
Not  that  I  have  found   any  division  among. 

'  ^.'»*"  you,  but  rather  all  mafine?  of  '  purity. 

^'  8  For  as  many  as  are  of  God,  and  of  Jcsua 

Christ,  are  also  with  their  bishop.  And  a& 
many  as  shall  with  repentance  return  into  the 
unity  of  the  church,  even  these  shall  also  be 
the  servants  of  God,  that  they  may  live  ac- 
cording to  Jesus  Christ. 

9  Be  not  deceived,  brethren ;  if  any  one 
follows  him  that  makes  a  schism  in  the  church, 
be  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.    If 
any   one   walks  after  any  other  opinion,  he 
agrees  not  with  the  passion  of  Christ. 
<  10  Wherefore  let  it  be  yoxxr  eiideavotrr  to 

partake  all  of  the  same  holy  eucharist. 

1 1  For  there  is  but  one  flesh  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  one  cup  in  the  unity  of  hiB 
l)lood  ;  one  altar ; 

12  As  also  ibei^  is  one  Inehop,  togetlver 
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with  his  presbytery,  and  the  deacons  my  fel- 
low servants  :  that  so,  whatsoever  ye  do,  ye 
may  do  it  according  to  the  will  of  God. 

CHAP.  11. 

Desires  their  prayers,  and  to  be  united,  but  not  to  Judaize. 

MY  brethren,  the  love  I  have  towards  you 
makes  me  the  "*  more  larije  ;  and  having  a  great  mvorymncTi 
joy  in  you,  I  endeavour  to  secure  you  against  ^''"'"^ """' 
danger ;  or  rather  not  I,  but  Jesus  Christ  ;  in 
whom  being  bound,  I  the  more  fear,  as  being 
yet  only  "  on  the  way  to  suffering,  « vid.  vo^,. 

2  But  your  prayer  to  God  shall  make  me  perfect  '"' 
perfect,  that  I  may   attain    to  that  portion, 
which  by  God's  mercy  is  allotted  to  me  ;  flee- 
ing to  the   Gospel  as  to  the  flesh  of  Christ ; 

and  to  the  apostles  as  to  the  presbytery  of  the 
church. 

3  Let  us  also  love  the  prophets,  forasmuch 

as  they  also  have  Med  us  to  the  Gospel,  and '^  f>^  pr^^act^ 
to  hope  m  "^  Christ,  and  to  expect  him.  h.'Mu.i''in"'* 

4  In  whom  also  believinfr  they  were   saved,'"'".  »ni*''» 

1  .  /»    T  r^i      ■  I       •  11  '  p«  rlcd  hull. 

in  the  unity  ot  Jesus  Christ ;  being  holy  men,  ?  vi.i.  v.w 
worthy  to  be  loved,  and  had  in  wonder  ;  '" '" 

5  Who  have  received  testimony  from  Jesus 
Christ,  and  are  numbered  in  the  Gospel  of  our 
common  hope. 

6  But  if  any  one  shall  preach    the  Jewish '•^«''''^^"* 
law  unto  you,  hearken  not  unto  him  ;  for  it  is 
better  to  receive  the  doctrine  of  Christ  from 

one  that  has  been  circumcised,  than  Judaism 
from  one  that  has  not, 

7  But  if  either  the  one,  or  other,  do  not 
speak  concerning  Christ  Jesus,  they  seem  to 
me  to  be  but  as  monuments  and  sepulchres  of 
the  dead,  upon  which  are  written  only  the 
names  of  men. 
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8  Flee  therefore  the  wicked  arts  and  snares 
of  the  prince  of  this  world ;  lest  at  any  time, 

coSfdi!'*"'  being  oppressed  by  his  "'  cunning,  ye  grow 

•  wea^.     •  cold  in  your  charity.     But  come  all  together 

into  the  same  place,  with  an  undivided  heart. 

9  And  I  bless  my  God  that  I  have  a  good 
conscience  towards  you,  and  that  no  one 
among  you  has  whereof  to  boast,  either  openly 
or  privately,  that  I  have  been  burthensome  to 
him  in  much  or  little. 

10  And  I  wish  to  all  among  whom  I  have 
conversed,  that  it  may  not  turn  to  a  witness 
against  them. 

11  For  although  some  would  have  deceived 
me  according  to  the  flesh ;  yet  the  spirit,  be- 
ing from  God,  is  not  deceived :  for  it  knows 
both  whence  it  comes,  and  whither  it  goes,  and 
reproves  the  secrets  of  the  heart. 

121  cried  whilst  I  was  among  you  ;  I  spake 
with  a  loud  voice  ;  attend  to  the  bishop,  and 
to  the  presbytery,  and  to  the  deacons. 

13  Now  some  supposed  that  I  spake  this  as 

•  ofwme.   foreseeing  the  division  *  that   should   come 

among  you. 

14  But  he  is  my  witness  for  whose  sake  I 
am  in   bonds  that  I  know  nothing  from  any 

-ofaome.   "  mau.      But  thc  Spirit  spake,  saying  on  this 
wise ;  Do  nothing  without  the  bishop : 

•  pi«h.  jg  Keep  your  'bodies   as   the  temple  of 

God  :  Love  unity :  Flee  divisions :  Be  the  fol- 
lowers of  Christ,  as  he  was  of  his  Father. 

16  I  therefore  did  as  became  me,  as  a  man 
composed  to  unity.  For  where  there  is  di- 
vision and  wrath,  God  dwelleth  not. 

17  But  the  Lord  forgives  all  that  repent,  if 
•Bepent    they  *"  Tctum  to  the  unity  of  God,  and  to  the 

council  of  the  bishop. 
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18  For  I  trust  in  the  grace  of  Jesus  Christ 

'  that  he  will  free  you  from  every  bond.  iVw^Som " 

19  Nevertheless  I  exhort  you  that  you  do^"""* 
nothing  out  of  strife,  but  according  to  the  in- 
struction of  Christ 

20  Because  I  have  heard  of  some  who  say, 
Unless  I  find  it  written  in  the  ^originals,  I  willj^.^^^j,'^*^- 
not   believe  it  to  be  written  in  the  Gospel.  A«n«^-i'»»<>*- 
And  when  I  said,  It  is  written,  they  answered 

what  lay  before  them  in  their  corrupted  copies. 

21  But  to  me  Jesus  Christ  is  instead  of  all 
the  uncorrupted  monuments  in  the  world  ;  to- 
gether with  those  '  undefilcd  monuments,  his  .untouched. 
cross,  and  death,  and  resurrection,  and  the 

faith  which  is  by  him;    by  which  I  desire, 
through  your  prayers,  to  be  justified. 

22  IT  The  priests  indeed  are  good  :  but 
much  better 'is  the  High  Priest  to  whom  the 
Holy  of  Holies  has  been  committed ;  and 
who  alone  has  been  intrusted  with  the  secrets 
of  God. 

23  He  is  the  door  of  the  Father ;  by  which 
Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the 
prophets,  enter  in ;  as  well  as  the  Apostles 
and  the  church. 

24  And  all  these  things  tend  to  the  unity 
which  is  of  God.  Howbeit  the  Gospel  has  , 
somewhat  in  it  far  above  all  other  dispensa- 
tions ;  namely,  the  appearance  of  our  Saviour 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  his  passion,  and  resur- 
rection. 

25  For  the  beloved  prophets  referred  to 
him ;  but  the  Gospel  is  the  perfection  of  in- 
corruption.    All  therefore  together  are  good, 

if  ye  believe  with  charity.  j 
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CHAP.  m. 

Infonns  them  he  had  heard  that  the  persecution  was  stopped  at 
Antioch :  and  directs  them  to  send  a  messenger  thither,  to  oon. 
gratulate  with  the  church. 

NOW  as  concerning  the  church  of  Antioch 
which  is  in  Syria,  seeing  I  ana  told  that  through 
your  prayers,  and  the  bowels  which  ye  have 
towards  it  in  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  in  peace  ;  it 
will  become  you,  as  the  church  of  God,  to 
^JJ[^^' ordain  some  '  deacon  to  go  to  them  thither  as 
the  ambassador  of  God ;  that  he  may  rejoice 
with  them  when  they  meet  together,  and  glo- 
rify God's  name. 

2  Blessed  be  that  man  in  Jesus  Christ,  who 
shall  be  found  worthy  of  such  a  ministry  ;  and 
ye  yourselves  also  shall  be  glorified. 

3  Now  if  ye  be  willing,  it  is  not  impossible 
for  you  to  do  this  for  the  sake  of  God  ;  as  also 
the  other  neighbouring  churches  have  sent 
them,  some  bishops,  some  priests  and  dea- 
cons. 

LIw^w  *     4  As  concerning  Philo,  the  deacon  of  Cili- 
vidf^ou  cia,  a  most  worthy  ''man, he  still  ministers  unto 

Tvld  vo«i  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  '  together  with  Rheus 
jMAniiotjn'*  of  Agathopolis,  a  singular  good  person,  who 


*Vld.Vo«l- 
luAnnotJii   ^ 

gnyr^j).  has  followed  me  even  Trom  Syria,  not  regard- 
uiii.ing  his  life  :  these  also  bear  witness  unto  you. 

5  And  I  myself  give  thanks  to  God  for 
you,  that  ye  receive  them  as  the  Lord  shall 
receive  you.  But  for  those  that  dishonour 
them,  may  they  bo  forgiven  through  the  grace 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

6  The  charity  of  the  brethren  that  are  at 
Troas  salutes  you  :  from  whence  also  I  now 
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TO  THE 

SMYRN^ANS. 


CHAP.  I. 


Declares  his  joy  for  their  firmness  in  the  Gospel.  4  Enlarges  on 
the  person  of  Christ,  against  such  as  pretend  that  Christ  did  not 
really  suffer. 

IGNATIUS,  who  is  also  called  Theopho- 
rus,  to  the  church  of  God  the  Father,  and  of 
the  beloved  Jesus  Christ;  which  God  hath 
•  comp.  1  mercifully  "  blessed  with  every  good  gift ;  be- 
ing filled  with  faith  and  charity,  so  that  it  is 
wanting  in  no  gift ;  most  worthy  of  God,  and 
fruitful  in  saints  ;  the  church  which  is  at  Smyr- 
na in  Asia ;  all  joy,  through  his  immaculate 
spirit,  and  the  word  of  God. 

2  I  glorify  God,  even  Jesus  Christ,  who  has 
givenyou  such  wisdom. 

3  For  I  have  observed  that  you  are  settled 
in  an  immoveable  faith,  as  if  you  were  nailed 
to  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  both  in 
the  flesh  and  in  the  spirit ;  and  are  confirmed 
in  love  through  the  blood  of  Christ ;  being 
fully  persuaded  of  those  things  which  relate 

luiitotiit  ^unto  our  Lord. 

4  Who  truly  was  of  the  race  of  David  ac- 
cording to  the  flesh,  but  the  Son  of  God  ac- 
cording to  the  will  and  power  of  God ;  truly 
born  of  the  Virgin,  and  baptized  of  John ; 
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that  SO  *all  righteousness  might  be  fulfilled  li'*"*  "** 
by  him. 

5  He  was  also  truly  crucified  by  Pontius 
Pilate,  and  Herod  the  Tetrarch,  being  nailed 
for  us  in  the  flesh  ;  by  the  fruits  of  which  we 
are,  even  by  his  most  blessed  passion  ; 

6  That  he  might  set  ''up  a  token  for  alNvid. vom. 
ages  through  his  resurrection,  to  all  his  holy  to?."^*" 
and  faithful  servants,  whether  they  be  Jews 

or  Gentiles,  in  one  body  of  his  church. 

7  Now  all  these  things  he  suffered  f<jr  ui^ 
that  we  might  be  saved.  And  he  suffered 
truly,  as  he  also  truly  raised  up  himself;  and 
not,  as  some  unbelievers  say,  that  he  only 
seemed  to  suffer,  they  themselves  only  seem- 
ing to  be.*  'tiioi^**- 

8  And  as  they  believe,  so  shall  it  happen 
unto  them  ;  when,  being  divested  of  the  body, 

they  shall  become  ^  mere  spirits.  ^  '?*=**T;. 

9  But  I  know  that  even  after  his  resurrec- «»<«*«• 
tion,  he  was  in  the  flesh ;  and  I  believe  that  he 

is  still  so. 

10  And  when  he  came  to  those  who  were 

with  Peter,  '  he  said  unto  them.  Take,  handle  |^'^^«- 
me,  and  see  that  I  am  not  an  incorporeal  de-»^Dr^  [^^ 
mon.     And  straightway  they  felt  him  and  be-^c^tom.  a. 
Heved ;  being  convinced  both  by  his  flesh  and 
spirit. 

11  For  this  cause  they  despised  death,  and 
were  found  to  be  above  *it.  *^*"* 

12  But  after  his  resurrection  he  did  eat  and 
drink  with  them,  as  be  was  flesh  ;  although  as 
to  his  spirit  he  was  united  to  the  Father. 
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CHAP.  n. 

i  Exhorts  them  agaiMt  heretics.    8  The  danger  of  their  doctrine. 

I  Aimimub.  NOW  thcsc  thiDgs,  belovecl,  I  '  put  you  ia 
mind  of,  not  questioning  but  that  you  your- 
selves also  ^  believe  that  they  are  so. 

2  But  I  arm  you  beforehand  against  certain 
beasts  in  the  shape  of  men ;  whom  you  must 
not  only  not  receive,  but  if  it  be  possible  must 
not  meet  with. 

3  Only  you  must  pray  for  them,  that  if  it  be 
the  will  of  God,  they  may  repent ;  which  yet 
will  be  very  hard,  but  of  this  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  has  the  power,  who  is  our  true  life. 

4  For  if  all  these  things  were  done  only  in 
show  by  our  Lord,  then  do  I  also  seem  only 
to  be  bound : 

5  And  why  have  I  given  up  myself  to  death, 
to  the  fire,  to  the  sword,  to  wild  beasts  ? 

6  But  now  the  nearer  I  am  to  the  sword, 
the  nearer  am  I  to  God  ;  when  I  shall  come 
amon^  the  wild  beasts,  I  shall  come  to  God. 

7  Only  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  I  un- 
dergo all,  to  suffer  together  with  him  ;  he  who 
was  made  a  perfect  man  strengthening  me. 

8  W  hom  some,  not  knowing  do  denyj  or 
rather  have  been  denied  by  him,  being  the  ad- 
vocates of  death,  rather  than  of  the  truth. 
Whom  neither  the  prophecies,  nor  the  law  of 
Moses,  have  persuaded;  nor  the  Gospel  itself 
even  to  this  day,  nor  the  sufferings  of  any  one 
of  us. 

9  For  they  think  also  the  same  things  of  us. 
For  what  does  a  man  profit  me,  if  he  shall 
praise  me,  and  blaspheme  my  Lord  ;  not  con- 
fessing that  he  "  was  truly  made  man  ? 
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10  Now  he  that  doth  not  say  this,  docs  in 
effect  deny  him,  and  is  in  death.  But  for  the 
names  of  such  as  do  this,  they  being  unbeliev- 
ers, I  thought  it  not  fitting  to  write  them 
unto  you. 

11  Yea,  God  forbid  that  I  should  make  any 
mention  of  them,  till  they  shall  repent  to  a 
true  belief  of  Christ's  passion,  which  is  our 
resurrection. 

12  Let  no  man  deceive  himself;  both  the 
things  which  are  in  heaven,  and  the  glorious 
angels,  and  princes,  whether  visible  or  invisi- 
ble, if  they  believe  not  in  the  blood  of  Christ, 

'  it  shall  be  to  them  to  condemnation.  ' "  *•• 

13  "  He  that  is  able  to  receive  this,  let  him^j^att  xix 
receive  it.    Let  no  man's  "  place  or  state  in  -  vid.  Eptau 
the  world  puff  him  up:  that  which  is  worth ^°"*''~** 
all  is  faith  and  charity,  to  which  nothing  is  to 

be  preferred. 

14  But  consider  those  who  are  of  a  differ- 
ent opinion  from  us,  as  to  what  concerns  the 
grace  of  Jesus  Christ  which  is  come  unto  us, 
how  contrary  they  arc  to  the  design  of  God. 

15  They  have  no  regard  to  charity,  no  care 
of  the  widow,  the  fatherless,  and  the  oppress- 
ed ;  of  the  bond  or  free,  of  the  hungry  or 
thirsty. 

16  They  abstain  from  the  eucharist,  and 

from  "the  public  offices;  because  they  con- °vw^An^^ 
fess  not  the  eucharist  to  be  the  flesh  of  our'nioc.    or, 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  which  suffered  for  our 
sins,  and  which  the  Father  of  his  goodness 
raised  again  from  the  dead. 

17  And  for  this  cause  contradicting  the  gift 

of  God,  they  die  in  their  disputes  :  ^'but  much'' vid.  coit 
better  would  it  be  for  them  to  '  receive  it,  that,Lc¥e. 
they  might  one  day  rise  through  it. 

18  It  will  therefore  become  you  to  abstain 
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from  such  persons;  and  nol  to  speak  with 
them)  neither  in  private,  nor  in  public. 

19  But  to  hearken  to  the  prophets,  and  es- 
pecially to  the  Gospel,  in  which  both  Christ's 
passion  is  manifested  unto  us,  and  his  resur- 
rection perfectly  declared. 

20  But  flee  all  divisions,  as  the  beginning 
of  evils. 


CHAP.  HI. 

1  Exhorts  tbcm  to  follow  tbeir  bishop  and  pantors ;  but  espeeiollf 
their  bishop.  6  Thanks  them  for  their  kindness,  1 1  and  ac- 
quaints them  with  the  ceasing  of  the  persecution  at  Antioch. 

SEE  that  ye  all  follow  your  bishop,  as 
Jesus  Christ  the  Father ;  and  the  presbytery, 
as  the  Apostles.  And  reverence  the  deacons, 
as  the  command  of  God. 

2  Let  no  man  do  any  thing  of  what  belongs 
to  the  church  separately  from  the  bishop. 

3 .  Let  that  eucharist  be  looked  upon  as  well 
established,  which  is  either  oflfered  by  the 
bishop,  or  by  him  to  whom  the  bishop  has 
given  his  consent. 

4  Wheresoever  the  bishop   shall   appear, 
'  Mniutiide.  there  let  the  'people  also  be :  as  where  Jesus 

Christ  is,  there  is  the  Catholic  church. 

5  It  is  not  lawful  without  the  bishop,  nei* 
*  M»ke »    ther  to  baptize,  nor '  to  celebrate  the  Holy  Com* 

munion  :  but  whatsoever  he  shall  approve  of, 
that  is  also  pleasing  unto  God ;  that  so  what- 
ever is  done,  may  be  sure  to  be  well  done. 

6  For  what  remains,  it  is  very  reasonable 
Renmitnathat  wc  should  '  rcpcut  whilst  there  is  yet 
""""'""^  time  to  return  unto  God. 

7  It  is  a  good  thing  to  have  a  due  regard 
both  to  God,  and  to  the  bishop :  he  that  hon- 
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OUTS  the  bishop,  shall  be  honoured  of  God. 
But  he  that  does  any  thing  without  his  know- 
ledge, "  ministers  unto  the  devil.  '^^'^  "^^ 

8  Let  all  things  therefore  abound  to  you 
in  charity  ;  seeing  ye  are  worthy. 

9  Ye  have  refreshed  me  in  all  things ;  so 
shall  Jesus  Christ  you.  Ye  have  loved  me 
both  when  I  was  present  with  you,  and  now, 
being  absent,  ye  cease  not  to  do  so. 

10  May  Ood  be  your  reward,  for  whom 
whilst  ye  undergo  all  things,  ye  shall  attain 
unto  him. 

1 1  Ye  have  done  well  in  that  ye  have  re- 
ceived Philo,  and   Rheus  'Agathopus,  who  J^Inot.Tn^ 
followed  me  "for  the  word  of  God,  as  thej^^^^^ 
deacons  of  Christ  our  God. 

12  Who  also  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  for 
you,  forasmuch  as  ye  have  refreshed  them  in 

all  'things.    '^ Nor  shall  any  thing  that  you'^^^^ 
have  done,  be  lost  to  you.  Interpol. 

13  My  '  soul  be  for  yours,  and  my  bonds  *  Bpiru. 
which  ye  have  not  despised,  nor  been  asham- 
ed of.     Wherefore  neither  shall  Jesus  Christ, 

our  perfect  faith,  be  ashamed  of  you. 

14  Your  prayer  is  come  to  the  church  of 
Antioch  which  is  in  Syria.  From  whence 
being  sent  bound  with  chains  becoming  Grod, 

I  salite  the  "churches;  being  not  worthy  to •  ^" *»^ 
be  called  *from  thence,  as  being  the  least  *jli^«pj«»* 
among  them.  ih^cimwiL 

15  Nevertheless  by  the  will  of  God  I  have 
been  thought  worthy  of  this  honour  ;  not  for 
that  I  think  I  have  deserved  it,  but  by  the 
grace  of  God : 

16  Which  I  wish  may  be  perfectly  given 
mito  me,  that  through  your  prayers  I  may  at- 
tain unto  God. 

17  And  therefore  that  your  work  may  be 

14 
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fully  accamplished,  both  upon  earth  and  in 

heaven,  it  will  be  fitting,  and  for  the  honour 

AnSit  S*"'  ^^  ^^^'9 '  that  your  church  appoint  some  wor- 

io?.°° '      thy  delegate,  who,  being  come  as  far  as  Syria, 

may  rejoice  together  with  them  that  they  are 

in  peace  ;  and  that  they  are  again  restored  to 

rfBuik,      their  former  **  state,  and  have  again  received 

greatness.      ^,      .  i.     j  ^ 

their  proper  body. 

18  Wherefore  I  should  think  it  a  worthy  ac- 
tion, to  send  some  one  from  you  with  an  epistle, 
to  congratulate  with  them  their  peace  in  God; 
and  that  through  your  prayers,  they  have  now 
gotten  to  their  harbour. 

19  For  inasmuch  as  ye  are  perfect  your- 
selves, ye  ought  to  think  those  things  that  are 
perfect.     For  when  you  are  desirous  to  do 

•  Heu»you.  well,  God  is  ready  to  '  enable  you  thereunto. 

20  The  love  of  the  brethren  that  are  at 
Troas  salute  you;  from  whence  I  write  to 
you  by  Burrhus,  whom  ye  sent  with  me,  to- 
gether with  the  Ephesians,  your  brethren;  and 
who  has  in  all  things  refreshed  me. 

21  And  I  would  to  God  that  all  would  imi- 
tate him,  as  being  a  pattern  of  the  ministry  of 
God.    May  his  grace  fully  reward  him. 

22  1  salute  your  very  worthy  bislK)p,  and 
your  venerable  presbytery;  and  your  deacons^ 
my  fellow-servants ;  and  all  of  you  in  general^ 
and  every  one  in  particular,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  in  his  flesh  and  blood ;  in 
his  passimi  and  resurrection  hoih  fleshly  and 

/mvoifc spiritually;  «itd  in  ^ the  imity  of  God  'with 

Joe  you. 

'^^  23  Grace  be  with  you,  and  mercy^  aad 

ml^i^lpe^ce^  and  patience,  for  evermore. 

^ejjor^the     ^4  ]  salute  the  families  of  my  brethren, 

VMiumtu  with  their  wives  and  children ;  ainl  the  '^vir^ 

a)idte.u^'^n8  tibat  ^an  eaUed  widowa^    Be  crtroftg  in 
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the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.     Philo,  who  is 
present  with  me,  salutes  you. 

25  I  salute  the  house  of  Tavias,  and  pray 
that  it  maj  faith  and  char- 
ity, both  o 

26  I  sj  -beloved  ;  *  to- » see  vcw, 
gether  wit  Daphnus,  andExpS'S- 
Eutechnus  ^"^^' 

27  Farewell  in  the  grace  of  God. 

H  To  the  Smyrruzans  from  Troas, 
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TO 

POLYCARt. 


CHAP.  I. 


Blesses  G^d  for  the  firm  estabtishment  of  Polycarp  in  the  faith,  aiuf 
gives  him  particular  directioiis  for  improTing  it. 

IGNATIUS,  whais  also  called  Theophorusr 
•Of the  to  Polycarp,  bishop  of  the  church  "  which  ia 
Bmymmmns.  ^^  gmyma  J  their  overseer,  but  rather  himself 

overlooked  by  God  the  Father,  and  the  Lord 

Jesus  Christ ;  all  happiness. 

2  Having  known  that  thy  mind  towards 
God  is  fixed  as  it  were  upon  an  immovable 
rock;  I  exceedingly  give  thanks,  that  I  have 

MnnoceDi.  bccu  thought  worthy  to  behold  thy  ^blessed 
face  ;  in  which  may  I  always  rejoice  in  God. 

3  Wherefore,  I  beseech  thee,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  with  which  thou  art  clothed,  to  press 
forward  in  thy  course,  and  to  exhort  all  oth- 
ers that  they  may  be  saved. 

•:  vid.  1  Cor.     4  Maintain  thy  place  with  all  care  '  both  of 
flesh  and  spirit :  make  it  thy  endeavour  to 
.  preserve  unity,  than  which  nothing  is  better.^ 
Bear  with  all  men,  even  as  the  Lord  with  thee. 
5  Support  all  in  love,  as  also  thou  dost. 
rfBeat  lei-  ''  Pray  without  ceasing  :  ask  more  understand- 
■ore  to,  fte.  j^^  ^j^^^  ^j^^^  ^y^^^  already  hast.    Be  watch- 
ful, having  thy  spirit  always  awake. 
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6  Speak  to  every  one  *  according  as  God^inY^" 
shall  enable  thee.     Bear  the  ^  infirmities  of  all,  JirintcTjr 
as  a  perfect  combatant:  where  the  labour  is^*****^ 
great,  the  gain  '  is  the  more.  '  ^•°*"*^^ 

7  If  thou  shalt  love  the  good  disciples, 
what  thank  is  it  ?  But  rather  do  thou  subject 
to  thee  those  that  are  mischievous,  in  meek- 
ness. 

8  Every  wound  is  not  healed  with  the  same 
plaster ;  if  the  accessions  of  the  disease  be 
vehement,  mollify  them  with  *  soft  remedies  :  *  8ap«rft>- 

1        •         11     1  •  •  It.  ■ions. 

be  in  all  things  *  wise  as  a  serpent,  but  harm- <  Matt  1.16. 
less  as  a  dove. 

9  For  this  cause  thou  art  composed  of 
flesh  and  spirit;  that  thou  may  est  mollify 
those  things  that  appear  before  thy  face. 

10  And  as  for  those  that  are  not  seen,  pray 
to  God  that  he  would  reveal  them  unto  thee, 
that  so  thou  mayest  be  wanting  in  nothing, 
but  mayest  abound  in  every  gift. 

11  The  times  demand  thee,  as  the  pilots 
the  winds  ;  and  he  that  is  tossed  in  a  tempest, 
the  haven  where  he  would  be ;  that  thou  may- 
est attain  unto  God. 

12  Be  sober,  as  the  combatant  of  God : 

^  the  crown  proposed  to  thee  is  immortality,^A™t7ta*^ 
and  eternal  life ;  concerning  which  thou  art^SSSbr. 
also  fully  persuaded.     I  will  be  thy  surety  in  *** 
all  things,  and  my  bonds,  which  thou  bast 
lo¥ed. 

13  Let  not  those  that  seem  worthy  of  ered* 

it,  but  teach  other  doctrine^^  *  disturb  thee.  ^Amwe 
Staad  firm  sjyi  immovable,  as  an  anvil  when 
k,  is  beaten  upon. 

14  It  is  the  part  of  %  bram  eombatant,  to 
be^woui^ed,  and  y^  overeojos^,    Butespe-< 
cklly  we  ought  to  endure  all  things  for  God's 
sake,  that  he  may  beigr  wiljb  ucu 
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dToM*!dfr  15.  Be  every  day  "  better  than  other :  con- 
'^•"'-  sider  the  times  ;  and  expect  him,  who  is  above 
all  time,  eternal,  invisible^  though  for  our 
sakes  made  visible ;  impalpable,  and  impassi- 
ble, yet  for  us  subjected  to  sufferings  ;  endur- 
ing all  manner  of  ways  for  our  salvation. 

CHAR  n. 

1  Continaes  his  advice,  6  and  teaches  him  how  to  advise  others.. 
12  Enforces  unity  and  subjection  to  the  bishop. 

LET  not  the  widows  be  neglected;  be 
thou,  after  God,  their  guardian. 

2  Let  nothing  be  done  without  thy  know- 
ledge and  consent ;  neither  do  thou  any  thing 
but  according  to  the  will  of  God ;  as  also 

LStoSf  "^^^  *ou  dost, "  with  all  constancy, 

3  Let  your  assemblies  be  more  full;  in- 
quire into  all  by  name. 

4  Overlook  not  the  men  and  maid  servants ; 
neither  let  them  be  puffed  up ;  but  rather  let 
them  be  the  more  subject  to  the  glory  of  Grod, 
that  they  may  obtain  from  him  a  better  liber- 
ty- 

•  vid.  An-       5  Let  them  not  desire  to  "  be  set  free  at  the 
Sno?****"  public  cost,  that  they  be  not  slaves  to  their 

own  lusts^ 
^or.  tnMies.     6  Flcc  ovil '  artfi ;  or  rather,  make  not  any 

mention  of  them. 

7  Say  to  my  sisters,  that  they  love  the 
Lord ;  and  be  satisfied  with  their  own  hus* 
bands,  both  in  the  flesh  and  spirit. 

8  In  like  manner,  exhort  my  brethren  io 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  they  love  their 
wives,  even  as  the  Lord  the  cfaureh. 

9  If  any  man  can  remain  in  a  virgin  state, 
lilr^ist'  to  the  hoBOur  of  the  flesh  Christ,  let  him  re- 
2^-  ^  main,  without  boasting  i  but  if  he  boast,  he  is 
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undone.    And  if  he  desire  to  be  more  taken 
notice  of  than  the  bishop,  he  is  corrupted. 

10  But  it  becomes  all  such  as  are  married, 
whether  men  or  women,  to  come  together  with 
the  consent  of  the  bishop,  that  so  their  mar- 
riage may  be  according  to  godliness,  and  not 
in  lust. 

1 1  Let  all  things  be  done  to  the  honour  of 
God.  .ob.^ 

12  "'  Hearken  unto  the  bishop,  that  God  also  JJjjj^ 
may  hearken  unto  you.    My  soul  be  security  ^^|jj^ 
for  them  that  submit  to  their  bishop,  with  their  {^j«k.iicjto 
presbyters  and  deacons.    And  may  my  portion  {^J^^ 
be  together  with  theirs  in  God.  of  Bmyrna. 

13  Labour  with  one  another ;  contend  to- 
gether, run  together,  suffer  together,  sleep  to- 
gether, and  rise  together ;  as  the  stewards,  and 
assessors,  and  ministers  of  Grod. 

14  Please  him  under  whom  ye  war;  and 
from  whom  ye  receive  your  wages.  Let  none 
of  you  be  found  a  deserter;  but  let  your  bap- 
tism remain  as  your  arms ;  your  faith  as  your 
helmet;  your  charity  as  your  spear;  your  pa- 
tience as  your  whole  armour. 

15  Let  your  works  be  your  '  charge,  that  so  J.'^SSSSJ 
you  may  receive  a  suitable  reward.  Be  long- JJ^JJ^^J 
suffering,  therefore,  towards  each  other  m'^^ 
meekness ;  as  God  is  towards  you. 

16  Let  me  have  joy  of  you  in  all  things. 


CHAP.  ffl. 

1  Greets  Polsrcarp  on  the  peace  of  the  church  at  Antioch :  9  tad 
deairet  him  to  write  to  that  and  other  churches, 

NOW  forasmuch  as  the  church  of  Antioch 
in  Sjnria  is,  'as  I  am  told,  in  peace  through < it 
your  prayers;  I  also  have  been  the  more  com-!£» 
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ri^^fcST  forted  "  and  without  care  in  ^od ;  if  so  be  that 
by  suffering  I  shall  attain  unto  God;  that 
through  your  prayers  I  may  be  found  a  disciple 
of  Christ. 

2  It  will  be  very  fit,  O  most  worthy  Polycarp, 
f  Mart  be-  to  call  a  '  select  council,  and  choose  some  one 
coming  God.  ^j^^jj^  y^  particularly  love,  and  who  is  patient 

of  labour ;  that  he  may  be  the  messenger  of 
God;  and  that  going  unto  Syria,  he  may 
glorify  your  incessant  love,  to  the  praise  of 
Christ. 

3  A  Christian  has  not  the  power  of  himself; 
but  must  be  always  at  leisure  for  God's  service. 
Now  this  work  is  both  God's  and  yours ;  when 
ye  shall  have  perfected  it. 

4  For  I  trust  through  the  grace  of  God  that 
ye  are  ready  to  every  good  work  that  is  fitting 
for  you  in  the  Lord. 

5  Knowing  therefore  your  earnest  affection 
« Viz.  to  the  to  the  truth,  I  have  exhorted  you  by  "these 
and  this  to   siiort  letters. 

pe'^SLn  in^^  6  But  forasmucli  as  I  have  not  been  able  to 
write  to  all  the  churches,  because  I  must  sud- 
denly sail  from  Troas  to  Neapolis  (for  so 
is  the  command  of  those  to  whose  pleasure 
I  am  subject);  do  you  write  to  the  churches 
that  are  near  you,  as  being  instructed  in  the 
will  of  God,  that  they  may  also  do  in  like 
manner. 

^Footmen.  7  Let  thosc  that  are  able  send  'messengers; 
and  let  the  rest  send  their  letters  by  those  who 
shall  be  sent  by  you ;  that  you  may  be  glorified 

i^nToc  iliXe^t^  all  eternity,  of  which  you  are  worthy. 

Eternal  g  I  salutc  oJl  by  name ;  particularly  the  wife 

of  Epitropus,  with  all  her  house  and  children. 
I  salute  Attalus,  my  well-beloved. 

9  I  salute  him  who  shall  be  thought  worthy 
to  be  sent  by  you  into  Syria.     Let  grace  be 
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ever  with  him,  *  and  with  Polycarp  who  sends  ^^.^^" 

him.  VoiiiAiuiat 

10  I  wish  you  all  happiness  in  our  God,  Je- 
sus Christ,  in  whom  continue,  in  the  unity  and 
protection  of  God. 

11  I  salute  Alee,  my  well-beloved.  Farewell 
in  the  Lord. 

IT  To  Polycarp. 
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A  DISCOURSE 

THE  MARTYRDOM  OF  ST.  IGNATIUS  ; 

AND  OF  THB  FOLLOWING  RELATION  OF  IT,  WRITTEN  BT  THOSE 
WHO   WERE   PRESENT  AT  HIS   SUFFERINGS. 

Of  the  Life  of  9t.  Ignatiue ;  whence  he  was  called  Theophorus  7 
That  he  never  saw  Christ ;  but  was  converted  to  Christianity  by 
the  Apostles  ;  and  by  them  made  Bishop  of  Antioch.  How  he 
behaved  himself  in  that  station.  Of  his  death.  Why  he  was  sent 
from  Antioch  to  Rome,  in  order  to  his  suffering  there.  Meta- 
phrastes*  account  of  the  effect  which  his  death  wrought  upon  the 
Emperor  Triyan,  rejected.  How  the  persecution  of  the  Chris- 
tians  came  to  be  mitigated  about  the  time  he  suffered.  An  inquiry 
into  the  time  of  his  martyrdom. 

1.  In  the  foregoing  chapter  I  have  given  such  an  ac- 
count of  the  epistles  of  St.  Ignatius,  as  seemed  necessary 
to  vindicate  the  authority  of  them,  an(l  to  remove  those 
prejudices  which  some  had  of  late  endeavoured  to  raise 
against  them.  I  am  now  to  pass  from  the  writings  of 
this  holy  man,  to  his  truly  great  and  heroical  sufferings  : 
an  account  whereof  is  in  the  next  place  subjoined,  in 
the  relation  of  those  who  accompanied  him  from  Anti- 
och to  Rome,  and  were  there  the  eye-witnesses  of  his 
martyrdom. 

2.  But  before  I  come  to  the  consideration  of  this  last 
and  noblest  part  of  his  life,  I  cannot  but  think  it  will  be 
expected  from  me  to  give  some  account  of  the  foregoing 
passages  in  it :  that  so  we  may  have  at  once  a  full  view 
of  this  great  Saint,  and  perceive  by  what  steps  he  pre- 
pared himself  for  so  constant  and  glorious  a  death. 

3.  And  here  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  in  the  first 
place  to  consider  the  character  which  he  gives  of  hinft- 
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self  in  the  beginning  of  all  his  epistles,  and  which  he 
freely  asserted  before  the  Emperor  ^  himself  at  his  ex-tl^^i^ 
aminadon,  namely,  that  of  Theophorus.  Now  this,  ao  *^-  ^• 
cording  to  the  different  pronunciaticm  of  it,  may  be  ex- 
pounded after  a  different  manner,  and  signifies  either  a 
person  carried  by  God,  or  else  a  divine  person,  one 
who  carries  God  in  his  brea^st  And  in  both  these 
significations,  we  find  this  name  to  have  been  given  to 
this  holy  man. 

4.  For  1st.  as  to  the  former  signification,  we  are  told 
by  some  of  the  writers  of  his  hfe,  that  Su  Ignatius,  was 
the  child  whom  our  blessed  Saviour  took  in  his  arms, 
and  set  before  his  disciples  as  a  pattQcn  of  humility,  when 
he  told  them,  "  that  unless  they  should  be  converted, 
and  become  as  little  children,  they  should  in  no  wise 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  :"  and  that  from  thence 
he  took  the  name  of  Theophorus  ;  one  who  was  born, 
or  carried  by  God.     And  thus  not  only  MetaphrastesiiMeuphrast. 
and  Nicephorus  ^  among  the  Greeks  ;  but  as  our  learn- Jf  991.°'***'* 
ed  Bishop  Usher  ^  tells  us,  some  Syriac  writers  more  an-  hJJJ^IJIJi. 
cient  than  they,  both  interpret  this  name,  and  give  an  "ubL?  aT 
account  of  its  beinff  attributed  to  this  blessed  martyr.       not.  in  Act. 

°  .  "^  Mart.  Ignat 

6.  But  as  stories  of  this  kind  seldom  lose  in  the  rela-  °"™-  *^- 
tion,  80  we  find  the  Latines  ™  making  a  farther  improve-  ^  vw.  An- 
ment  of  the  present  fable.     For  having  confirmed  thedi.  oecu^ 
truth  of  what  these  men  had  before  observed,  of  St.  Ig-Lab.  tom. 
natius'  being  taken  up  by  our  Saviour  into  his  arms,  they  d.  *  ' 
add,  that  for  this  reason,  the  Apostles,  when  they  made 
him  Bishop  of  Antioch,  durst  not  lay  their  hands  upon 
him,  "  he  having  been  before  both  commended  by  our 
Saviour  Christ,  and  sanctified  by  his  touching  him." 

6.  There  is  so  much  of  romance  in  all  the  latter  part 
of  this  story,  and  so  little  ground  for  the  former,  that  I 
shall  not  need  to  spend  any  time  in  the  confuting  of  ei- 
ther.    It  is  enouffh  that  St.  Chrysostome  ^  has  assured  "•  Homii.  ib 

°  "^  St.  Ignat  to. 

vuL  that  this  holy  man  never  saw  the  Lord,  and  that  all  J-  ^•'";«, 

'  •'  '  denL  p.  499, 

the  Other  ancient  writers  are  silent  as  to  this  particular.  ^^  b*  ^• 
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Which  makes  me  wonder  at  the  endeavour  of  a  late 

J^JJJJ^  learned  writer  <>  of  our  own  country,  to  give  countenance 

gJsSaJ**  ^  to  such  a  fable ;  which  if  not  destitute  of  idl  probability, 

yet  at  least  wants  some  good  authority  to  support  it ; 

JJ[to^jJjr-jj  and  as  our  learned  Bishop  Pearson  P  very  reasonably 

«.  xu.  p.  i4»*  conjectures,  was  first  started  about  the  time  of  the  8th 

General  Council,  by  the  party  of  that  Ignatius  who 

was  then  set  up  in  opposition  to  Photius ;  and  from 

thence  derived  both  to  Anastatius  among  the  Latines, 

and  to  Metaphrastes  among  the  Greeks. 

7.  To  pass  then  from  this  febulous  account  of  this  ti- 
tle, let  us  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  true  import  of 
it    Now  as  we  cannot  have  any  better,  so  neither  need 

f  Aeti  ofif-  we  desire  any  other  account  than  what  this  hdy  man  <i 
"""'  ^'  himself  gave  the  Emperor  of  that  name.     When  being 
asked  by  him,  who  was  Theophorus  ?  he  repUed,  he 
who  has  Christ  in  his  breast.    And  in  this  sense  was 
this  name  commonly  used  among  the  ancients,  as  has 
been  shewn  in  a  multitude  of  examples  by  Bishop  Pear- 
■tt?^Jf  iL  *^^' '  iu  hb  elaborate  vindication  of  Ignatius'  epistles.     I 
p-i^        shall  ofier  only  one  of  them,  that  of  St   Cyrill,  who 
anathematizes  those  who  should  call  our  Saviour  Christ, 
Theophorus ;  lest,  says  he,  he  should  thereby  be  un- 
derstood to  have  been  no  other  than  one  of  the  Saints* 

8.  It  remains  then  that  Ignatius  was  called  Theo- 
phorus, for  the  same  reason  that  any  other  divine,  or  ex- 
cellent person,  might  have  been  so  called ;  namely,  up- 
on the  account  of  his  admirable  piety :  because  his  soul 
was  full  of  the  love  of  God,  and  sanctified  with  an  ex- 
traordinary portion  of  the  divine  grace ;  as  both  his  life 
shewed,  and  the  earnest  desire  he  had  to  be  dissolved 
and  to  be  with  Christ,  and  his  joy  when  he  saw  himself 
approaching  towards  it ;  and  (to  mention  no  more)  his 
constancy  in  his  last,  and  most  terrible  conflict  with  the 
wild  beasts^  will  not  sufler  us  to  doubt 

9.  But  though  the  story  of  our  Saviour's  taking  St 
Ignatius  into  his  arms  is  of  no  credit,  yet  so  much  St 
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'Chrysoelome  tells  us,  ■  that  he  was  intimately  a<^tiaint-'j^*J*|JJJ 
ed  with  the  holy  Apostles,  and  instructed  by  them  in  the^J;iJJ,'^*" 
full  knowledge  of  all  the  mysteries  of  the  Gh)spel.  What 
was  the  country  that  gave  birth  to  this  blessed  Saint, 
or  who  his  parents  were,  we    cannpt  tell.      Indeed 
as  to  the  former  of  these,  his  country,  a  late  author  ^  has  <  EmeA. 
endeavoured  irom  a  passage  \n  Abulfaragius,  set  out  by  erott  8«iecL 
our  incomparable  Dr.  Pooock,  to  fix  at  Nora  in  Sardinia,  g  ^-  comp. 
a  place  which  etill  retains  its  ancient  name  with  vepy  8picii«g. 

*  ^  ''  torn.  ii.  m  1. 

little  variation.    This  is  certain,  that  growing  eminent 
both  in  the  knowledge  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  in  a 
life  exactly  framed  according  to  the  strictest  rules  of  it ; 
he  was,  upon  the  death  of  Buodius,  chosen  by  the  Apos- 
tles that  were  still  living,  to  be  Bishop  of  Antioch,  the 
metropolis  of  Syria;   and  whateyer  Anastasius  pre- 
tends o  received  imposition  of  hands  from  them*  *•  vid.  ouf- 
10.  How  be  behaved  himself  in  this  great  station,  Laud  ignat 
though  we  have  no  particular  account  left  to  us,  yet  we  to.  w.  p.  aa 
may  easily  conclude  from  that  short  hint  that  is  given  us  conip  'u» 
of  it,  in  the  relation  of  his  martyrdom.  >    Where  we  are  to^Epbt.  «i 
told  that  he  was  ''a  man  in  allthinirs  like  unto  the m. Pemn. 
Apostles ;  that  as  a  good  governor,  by  the  helm  (tf  pray-  pvt.u.p.m. 
«r  and  (astiug,  by  the  constancy  of  his  doctrine  and  mu^^^HwL.^ 
•piritual  labour,  he  opposed  himself  to  the  floods  of  the*^ '''' 
-adversary :  that  he  was  like  a  divine  4amp  illuminating 
the  hearts  of  the  faithful  by  his  exposition  of  the  holy 
Scriptures ;  and  lastly,  that  to  preserve  his  church,  he 
dodbted  not  fi-eely,  and  of  his  own  accord,  to  expose 
himself  to  the  most  bitter  death."    This  is  in  general 
the  character  of  histbehavioar  in  his  (Auroh  of  Antioch ; 
«  greater  than  which  can  hardly  be  given  to  any  man. 
!Nor  indeed  can  we  doubt  but  that  he  who,  as  Eusebius  7  ^^^^^ 
tells  us,  and  as  bis  epiedes  still  remaining,  abundantly  ctv-*^ 
testify,  was  so  careful  of  all  the  other  churches,  to  coo- 
firm  them  in  a  sound  <aith,.  and  in  a  constant  adherence 
io  their  hdy  religion ;  >was  certainly  nmofa.more  vigil- 
4uUto  promote  the  iDtarostsof^pie^vwithialus  owndao- 
» 
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cese,  which  was  blessed  with  his  government  above  for- 

'  Euseb.        A,,  „«.«..„   » 

chron.ab    ty  yeais.  * 

noI**am  ad     1^^'  Hence  we  nmy  observe,  what  a  lender  concern 

iJJ:.  ^*^'    he  expresses  in  all  his  epistles  for  his  church  at  Antioch : 

with  wiiat  affection  he  recommends  it  to  the  prayers  of 

those  to  whom  he  wrote  ;  and  es|)eciany  to  the  care  of 

his  dear  friend  and  fellow  disciple,  St.  Polycarp.     And 

when  he  heard  at  Troas  of  the  ceasing  of  the  persecution 

there,  how  did  he  rejoice  at  it  ?  and  require  all  the  neigh- 

•  ^^^^^    bouring  churches »  to  rejoice  with  him ;  and  to  send 

dS  .h'ian'     ^^^^^  messengers  and  letters  thither,  to  congratulate  with 

to"SuPoT'?  them  upn  that  account? 

*^"P-  12.  Such  was  his  affection  towards  his  own  church, 

and  his  care  of  all  the  others  round  about  him :  by  both 
of  which  he  became  in  such  an  extraordinary  favour 
with  them,  that  they  thought  nothing  could  be  suffi- 
cient to  express  their  respect  towards  him.     And  there- 
fore we  are  told,  that  when  he  was  carried  from  Antioch 
to  Rome,  in  order  to  his  suffering,  all  the  churches  every 
eJU!  IP*^  where,  sent  messengers  ^  on  the  way  to  attend  him,  and 
^JJ^JJJJ^f'*  to  communicate  to  his  wants.     And  what  is  still  more, 
uii«t**n^';^'^^y  ^^^^®  generally  their  Bishops  themselves  that  came 
^  to  meet  him,  and  thought  it  a  singular  happiness  to  re- 

ceive some  spiritual  exhortations  from  him.     And  when 
be  was  dead,  they  paid  such  an  honour  to  his  memory, 
*  vid.  Act.    08  to  account  the  few  bones  ^  that  were  left  of  him  by  the 

Ignat.  num.  '' 

*"*•  wild  beasts,  more  precious  than  the  richest  jewels  :  in- 

d  vid.  uiae-  somuch  that  we  are  told  they  were  several  ages  ^  after 
AcL  imat.  taken  up  from  the  place  where  they  were  first  deposited, 
as  not  honourable  enough  for  them  to  lie  in ;  and  that 
being  brought  within  the  city  where  he  once  was  Bish- 
op, there  was  instituted  a  yearly  festival  in  memory  of 
him. 

13  Concerning  the  circumstances  of  his  death,  they 
are  so  parlicularly  recoimted  in  the  relation  1  have  here 
subjoined  of  it,  that  noUiing  more  is  necessary  to  be 
added,  to  what  is  there  delivered*    Yet  one  remark  I 
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canDot  but  make  on  that  particular  of  his  story  which 
has  puzzled  so  many  learned  men«  to  account  for,  but  |,jj'^\^„*  ^ 
may  easily  be  resolved,  and  I  believe  most  truly  too,  into  no.***  ^°** 
the  overruling  hand  of  the  Divine  Providence :    and 
that  is,  of  the  sending  of  thb  holy  man  from  Antioch 
as  far  as  Rome  to  suffer.     For  whatever  the  design  of 
the  Emperor^  may  have  been  in  it;  whether  he  ^^'^^%^*'u. 
tended  to  increase  his  sufferings  by  a  journey  so  weari-^c^^ij*^*' 
some,  and  attended  with  so  many  bitter  circumstances,  ^\^'^^ 
as  that  must  needs  have  been  to  a  person,  very  proba  w.p.4». 
bly  at  that  time,  fourscore  years  of  age :  or  whether  he 
hoped  by  this  means  to  have  overcome  his  constancy, 
and  to  have  drawn  him  away  from  his  faith :  or  lastly, 
whether,  as Metaphrastes flr  tells  us,  upon  liis  consulting  jMartipod 
with  those  of  the  Senate  who  were  with  him,  he  was 
advised  ''  not  to  let  him  suffer  at  Antioch,  lest  thereby 
he  should  raise  his  esteem  the  more  among  the  people, 
and  render  him  still  more  dear  and  desirable  to  them  :" 
we  cannot  doubt,  but  that  God  hereby  designed  to  pre- 
sent to  all  the  nations  through  which  he  was  to  pass,  a 
glorious  instance  of  the  power  of  his  religion,  that  could 
enable  this  blessed  martyr  with  so  much  constancy  to 
despise  all  the  violence  of  his  enemies ;  and  to  be  impa- 
tient afler  those  trials  which  they  hoped  should  have  af- 
frighted him  into  a  base  and  degenerous  compliance 
with  their  desires. 

14.  This  was  indeed  a  triumph  worthy  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion :  Nor  was  it  any  small  advantage  to  the 
churches  at  such  a  critical  time,  to  have  their  zeal 
awakened,  and  their  courage  confirmed,  both  by  the 
example  and  exhortations  of  this  great  man,  from  An- 
tioch even  to  Rome  itself.  And  we  are  accordingly  told 
with  what  mighty  comfort  and  satisfaction  they  received 

his  instructions ;  and  as  the  authors  ^  of  his  acta  ex-*Ac«»®^J«- 

'  nau  num.  ix. 

press  It,  rejoiced  to  partake  in  his  spiritual  gift. 

15.  Nay,  but  if  we  may  believe  Metaphrastes  as  to  the 
effect  which  the  sufferings  of  this  holy  man  had  upon 
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the  mind  of  the  Emperor,  the  church  received  yet  great- 
iiai'Zad'*'  ^^  ^"®fi^  ^y  his  death.  "  For  Trajan, »  says  he,  hew- 
^w.^af-ing  of  what  had  been  done  to  Ignatius,  and  how  un- 
dauntedly he  had  undergone  the  sentence  that  waa 
pronounced  against  him,  and  being  informed  that  the 
Christians  were  a  sort  of  men  that  did  nothing  contrary 
to  the  laws,  nor  were  guilty  of  any  impieties,  but  wor- 
shipped Christ  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  exercised  all 
temperance  both  in  meat  and  drink,  nor  meddled  with 
any  thing  that  was  forbidden :  he  began  to  repent  of 
what  he  had  done,  and  commanded  that  the  Christians 
should  indeed  be  searched  out,  but  that  being  discovered 
they  should  not  be  put  to  death ;  only  they  should  not 
be  admitted  into  any  offices,  nor  be  suffered  to  meddle 
with  any  public  employs.  Thus  waa  not  only  the  life  of 
Ignatius  of  great  use  to  the  church,  but  his  very  death 
the  means  of  procuring  much  good  to  it"  And  what 
Metaphrastes  here  tells  us,^  we  find  in  effect  delivered  by^ 
» vw-Ui-  another  author  ^  of  his  acts  not  yet  set  forth :  from* 
^  ^%  Jf  whom  he  seems  to  have  taken  his  story,  only  with  the 
addition  of  some  farther  circumstances  of  his  owD;  to 
make  it  the  more  complete. 

16.  But  though  I  should  be  far  from  envying  any 
thing  that  might  make  for  the  honour  of  this  blessed 
mart)rr ;  yet  are  there  many  circumstances  in  tlie  story 
which  Metaphrastes  has  here  put  together,  that  make 
me  justly  call  in  question  the  truth  of  it.  For  first,  it 
is  evident  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  persecution  was 
abated  at  Antkxjh  before  Ignatius  sufiered,  nay  before 
he  was  gone  out  of  Ihe  Lesf^r  Asia.  Insomuch  that 
in  his  three  last  epistles  which  he  wrote  from  Troas,  to 
the  Philadelphians,  the  Smyrneeans,  and  to  Polycarp^ 
himself,  he  particularly  takes  notice  of  the  peace  of 
the  church  of  Antioch,  and  exhorts  them  to  send  con- 
gratulatory messages  thither  upon  the  account  of  it. 

17.  Nor  was  this  suspension  of  the  persecution  grant- 
ed upon  Ignatius'  account,  but  upon  the  remonstraoces 
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which  the  emperor's  own  officers  made  to  him,  both  of 
the  numbers  of  those  that  died  for  the  Christian  faith, 
and  of  the  innocency  of  their  lives ;  and  lastly,  of  the 
readiness  with  which  they  not  only  suffered  when  taken, 
but  voluntarily  came  and  presented  themselves  before 
those  who  were  to  condemn  them.  Two  of  these  epis- 
tles relating  to  this  very  persecution  we  have  still  re- 
maining— the  one  written  by  Tiberianus,  >  President  of*  Apud  v- 
Palfiestina  prima — the  other  of  Pliny  ™  the  youneer,  «n  EptBL  ad 
Pro-Praetor  of  Bithynia.     And  the  answer  of  Traian^Notea,   Et 

11  /.       .  .  .  /.     .        1  1  .       .  *"    Append. 

to  the  latter  of  which  we  find  to  have  been  m  the  same  p  »• 
words  that  Jo.  Malela  tells  us  he  replied  to  the  other,  viz.  eund"*Epirt. 
"  That  the  Christians  should  not  be  sought  after ;  but  97.*  **  ^ 
if  they  were  brought  before  them  and  convicted,  should  Jg"*^**  ^p***- 
be  punished  unless  they  abjured." 

18.  The  same  is  the  account  which  not  only  Euse- 

bius,  o  from  Tertullian,  P  gives  us  of  the  Emperor's  or- «» Hist,  ec; 
der  as  to  this  matter;  but  which  Suidas, q  after  both,c.M. 
has  left  us  of  it.     Which  makes  it  the  more  strange  to  caplul*^*"'' 
find  such  a  different  relation  both  in  Bishop  Usher's */»  voce.- 
manuscript  author,  and  in  Metaphrastes'  acts  of  Igna- 
tius before  mentioned.     It  is  true  that  notwithstanding 
these  rescripts  of  the  emperor,  the  persecution  still  con- 
tinued ;  nor  was  it  so  soon  over  in  other  places  as  it  was 
at  Antioch.     This  is  not  only  evident  from  the  history 
of  this  time  left  us  by  Eusebius, '  but  may  in  general  r  Lib.  m,  c. 
be  concluded  from  the  prayer*  which  this  holy  Saint ^'cieT*^ 
made  at  his  martyrdom  :  where,  say  our  acts,  "  He  in-t  ^cta  Man. 
treated  the  Son  of  God  in  behalf  of  the  churches,  that  :5i!*''  """* 
he  would  put  a  stop  to  the  persecution,  and  restore  peace 
and  quiet  to  them."     But  these  were  only  local  persecu- 
tions, as  Eusebius^  calls  them  ;  and  proceeded  rather tEuaeb.ibid- 
from  the  fury  of  the  people,  and  the  perverseness  of 
some  particular  governors,  than  from  the  design  or  com- 
mand of  the  Emperor. 

19.  As  to  the  time  of  Ignatius'  sufferings  we  arc  only 
told  in  his  acts  diat  it  was  when  Syria  (or  Sura)  and  Se- 
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necius  were  Consuls  ;  nor  are  learned  men  yet  agreed 
in  what  year  to  fix  it    Eusebius,  in  bis  Chronicle, 
places  it  in  the  year  of  Christ  110.    Marianus  Scotus 
AtuSSini^.  112.    Bishop  Usher  «  yet  sooner  in  the  year  107.  And 
i|Mt.  not,   ig^Qy^  ^  name  no  more,  our  most  exact  Bishop  Lloyd,  J 
J22<^^^J,^  followed  therein  by  the  late  critic  upon  Baronius,  Anto- 
JJJ^^***nius  Pagi,  yet  later  than  any,  to  wit,  in  the  year  that 
the  great  earthquake  fell  out  at  Antiocb,  and  from  which 
wrKx^ii^r!  Trajan  himself  hardly  escaped :  which,  as  Jo.  Malela  « 
Sto  DiSfrt.*^^^^^*^'^  it,  and  is  followed  therein  by  Bishop  Usher  in 
lJn"£*^J^his  computation,  was  in  the  year  116. 
iltaESIuei^     20.  And  this  may  suffice  to  have  been  observed  con- 
•todbrd.    ^jeming  the  most  eminent  passages  that  occur  in  the 
acts  of  the  martyrdom  of  St.  Ignatius.     I  shall  need 
say  nothing  with  regard  to  the  authority  of  the  relation 
itself — which  as  it  is  written  with  all  sincerity,  and  void 
of  those  additions  which  latter  writers  have  made  to 
these  kind  of  histories,   so  we  are  told  in  the  close 
of  it,  that  it  was  compiled  by  those  who  went  with  him 
from  Antioch,  and  were  the  eye-witnesses  of  his  en- 
counters.   That  the  latter  part  of  these  acts  was  added 
to  (^  original  account  of  the  martyrdom  of  this'  holy 
man,  the  learned  Dr.  Grabe  has  proved  to  be  at  least 
probable*    But  this  does  not  at  all  affect  the  other  parts 
of  them ;  which  the  same  judicious  writer  receives  as 
true  and  authentic.    These  acts  were  first  published 
from  two  very  ancient  manuscripts  by  our  most  reverend 
Archbishop  Usher,  in  the  appendix  to  his  edition  of  Ig- 
natius, anno  1647.    They  have  since  been  printed  in 
their  original  Greek  by  a  very  learned  man  abroad^  and 
reprinted  by  Dr.  Grabe  in  his  SpicUegium  in  England. 
From  this  last  edition  they  are  now  translated  into  our 
own  language.    I  camiot  tell  whether  it  be  worth  the 
observing,  that  in  the  collection  made  by  the  late  learn- 
ed Cotelerius  of  the  writings  of  the  Apostolical  Fathers,, 
instead  of  these  genuine  acts  there  is  inserted  the  ac- 
count which  Metaphrastes  put  together  of  his  sufferings^ 
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several  ages  after.  It  would  perhaps  have  made  a  more 
agreeable  history  to  the  vu^ar  reader,  had  I  translated 
that  relation,  rather  than  this,  which  is  much  shorter,, 
and  wants  many  notable  passages  that  are  to  be  found 
in  that  order.  But  as  I  should  then  have  departed  from 
my  design  of  setting  out  nothing  but  what  I  thought  to 
be  indeed  of  Apostolical  antiquity ;  so  to  those  who 
love  the  naked  truth,  these  plain  acts  will  be  much  more 
satisfactory  than  a  relation  filled  up  with  the  uncertain, 
and  too  often  fabulous  circumstances  of  latter  ages. 
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TiundaitdLfrim  the  original  Grtek^  and  putHuhed  hy  Dr^ 
Grabef  in  Ms  Spicileg.  Patrum,  t.  2. 


1.  When  Trajan  not  long  since  came  to  the  Roman 
empire,  Ignatius,  the  disciple  of  St  John  the  Apostle 
[and  Evangelist]  a  man  in  all  things  like  unto  the 
Apostles,  governed  the  church  of  Antioch  with  all  care. 
Who  being  scarcely  able  to  escape  the  storms  of  the 
many  persecutions  before  under  Domitian,  as  a  good 
governor,  by  the  helm  of  prayer  and  fasting,  by  the  con- 
stancy of  his  doctrine  and  spiritual  labour,  withstood 
the  raging  floods ;  ^  fearing  lest  they  should  sink  those 
who  either  wanted  courage,  or  who  were  not  well 

*gNg^  In  grounded  in  the  faith.  ^ 

■"JljJjJJ^^  2.  Wherefore  the  persecution  being  at  present  some- 
JJ**^*^  what  abated,  he  rejoiced  greatly  at  the  tranquillity  of  his 
church :  yet  was  troubled  as  to  himself  that  he  had  not 
attained  to  a  true  love  of  Christ,  nor  was  come  up  U> 
the  pitch  of  a  perfect  disciple.  FYmt  he  thought  that  the 
eonfession  which  is  made  by  martjnrdom,  would  bring 
.him  to  a  yet  more  close  and  intimate  union  with  the 
Lord.  Wherefore  commxifkg  a  few  years  longer  with 
the  church,  and  afiei  Ibe  manner  of  a  divine  lamp,  illu- 
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miaatiag  the  hearts  of  the  faithful  by  thp^expoekion 
of  holy  Scriptures,  be  attaioed  to  what  he  had  de- 
sired. 

3.  For  Trajan,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  empire,®  ^s«eB^ 
being  lifted  up  with  his  victory  over  the  Scythians  andDta^ 
Dacians,  and  many  other  nations;  and  thinking  thatj^J^^^- 
the  religious  company  of  Christians  was  yet  wanting  to  JJ'**'- 1*«' 
his  absolute  and  universal  dominion;  and  thereupon 
threatening  them  that  they  should  be  persecuted,  unless 

they  would  choose  to  worship  the  devil,  with  all  other 
nations ;  fear  obliged  all  such  as  hved  religiously,  either 
to  sacrifice  or  to  die.  Wherefore  our  brave  soldier  of 
Christ,  being  in  fear  for  the  church  of  Antioch,  was 
voluntarily  brought  before  Trajan  j  who  was  at  that 
time  there  on  his  way  to  Armenia,  and  the  Parthians, 
against  whom  he  was  hastening.  , 

4.  Being  come  into  the  presence  of  the  emperor  Tra- 
jan ;  the  emperor  asked  him,  saying  :  '^  what  a  wicked 
wretch^  art  thou,  thus  to  endeavour  to  transgress  our  J^e^u:™- 
commands,  and  to  persuade  others  also  to  do  likewise^-  Jg«  % 
to  their  destruction?"*    Ignatius  answered,  "no  one  •That  tbey 
ought  to  call  Theophoru9  after  such  a  manoer ;  foras-SZi?y*' 
much  as  alt  wicked  spirits  are  departed  far  from  the 
servants  of  God.    But  if  because  I  am  a  trouble  to 

those  evil  spirits,  you  call  me  wicked,  with  reference  to 
them,  I  confess  the  charge:  for  having  within  me 
Christ  the  heavenly  King,  I  dissolve  all  the  snares  of 
the  devils."  /Idow 

5.  Trajan  replied;  "and  who  is  Theophorus?"Jj^j^^ 
Ignat  "he  who  has  Christ  in  his  breast"  Trajan, IJ^j^^^ 
"  and  do  not  we  then  seem  to  thee  to  have  the  Giods^^^|*JJ*- 
within  us,  ^  who  fight  for  us  against  our  enemies  V  Sj^JfeS W 
Ignat.  "  you  err,  in  that  you  call  the  evil  spirits  of  the  JJlJJJJ^ 
heathens,  Gods.  For  there  is  but  one  God,  who  made^i^SrAjl! 
heaven  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  all  that  are  in  them ;  ^^^^^^ 
and  one  JestM  Christ  his  only  begotten  son ;  whose^^iS*** 
kingdom  may  I  enjoy."  SL"^ 
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6.  Trajan,  "  his  kingdom  you  say  who  was  crucified 
under  Pontius  Pilate."  Ignat.  "  his  who  crucified  my 
sin,  with  the  inventor  of  it ;  and  has  put  all  the  deceit 
and  malice  of  the  devil  under  the  feet  of  those  who  car- 
ry him  in  their  heart."  Trajan,  "dost  thou  (hen  carry 
him  who  was  crucified  within  thee  ?"     Ignat.  "  I  do ; 

j^  Cor.  ▼i.for  it  is  written,  I  will  dwell  in  them  and  walk  in  them."* 
Then  Trajan  pronounced  this  sentence  agiiinst  him ; 
for  as  much  as  Ignatius  has  confessed  that  he  carries 
about  within  himself  him  that  was  crucified,  we  com- 
mand that  he  be  carried  bound  with  soldiers  to  the  great 
Rome,  there  to  be  thrown  to  the  beasts,  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  people. 

7.  When  the  holy  martyr  heard  this  sentence  be 
cried  out  with  joy,  "  I  thank  thee,  O  Lord,  that  thou 
hast  vouchsafed  to  honour  me  with  a  perfect  love  to- 
wards thee ;  and  hast  made  me  to  be  put  into  iron 
bonds  with  thy  Apostle  Paul."  Having  said  this  he 
with  joy  put  his  bonds  about  him ;  and  having  first 
prayed  for  the  church,  and  commended  it  with  tears 
unto  the  Lord,  he  was  hurried  away,  like  a  choice  ram, 
the  leader  of  a  good  flock,  by  the  brutish  soldiers,  ia  or- 
der to  his  being  carried  to  Rome,  there  to  be  devoured 
by  the  blood-thirsty  beasts. 

8.  Wherefore  with  much  readiness  and  joy,  out  of 
his  desire  to  suffer,  he  left  Antioch,  and  came  to  Se- 
leucia  ;  from  whence  he  was  to  sail.  And  after  a  great 
deal  of  toil,  being  come  to  Smyrna,  he  left  the  ship 
with  great  gladness,  and  hastened  to  see  the  holy  Poly- 
carp  his  fellow  scholar,  who  was  Bishop  there  ;  for  they 
had  both  of  them  been  formerly  the  disciples  of  St. 
John. 

9.  Being  brought  to  him,  and  commimicating  to  him 
some  spiritual  gifis,  and  ^crying  in  his  bonds ;  he  en- 
treated first  of  all  the  whole  Church,  (for  the  Churches 
and  cities  of  Asia  attended  this  holy  man  by  their  bishops 
and  priests  and  deacons,  all  hastening  to  him,  if  by  any 
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means  they  might  receive  fs  some  part  of  hia  spiritual  Jif^Hj*  **' 
gift)  but  more  particularly  Polycarp,  to  contend  with  God  cStoS^iT*" 
in  his  behalf;  that  being  suddenly  taken  by  the  beasts^, 
from  the  world,  he  might  appear  before  the  face  ofP**^»^^ 
Christ.  And  this  he  thus  spake  and  testified,  extending 
so  much  his  love  for  Christ,  as  one  whd  was  about  to 
receive  Heaven  through  his  own  good  confession,  and 
the  earnest  contention  of  those  who  prayed  together 
with  him :  and  to  return  a  recompense  to  the  Churches, 
who  came  to  meet  him  by  their  governors,  he  sent  letters 
of  thanks  to  them,  which  distilled  spiritual  grace,  with 
prayer  and  exhortation.  Seeing  therefore  all  men  so 
kindly  affected  towards  him ;  and  fearing  lest  the  love 
of  the  brotherhood  should  prevent  his  hastening  to  the 
Lord,  now  that  a  fair  door  of  suffering  was  opened  to 
him ;  he  wrote  the  Epistle  we  here  subjoin,  to  the  Ro- 
mans.    See  the  Epistle  before. 

10.  Aud  having  thus  strengthened  such  of  the  breth- 
ren at  Rome  as  were  against  his  martyrdom,  by  this 
Epistle,  as  he  desired ;  setting  sail  from  Smyrna,  (for  he 
was  pressed  by  the  soldiers  to  hasten  to  the  public  spec- 
tacles at  great  Rome,  that  beiug  deUvered  to  the  wild 
beasts  in  sight  of  the  people  of  the  Romans,  he  might 
receive  the  crown  for  which  he  strove,)  he  came  to 
Troas :  from  whence  going  on,  being  brought  to  Neopo- 
lis,  he  passed  by  Phillippi  through  Macedonia,  aud  tliat 
part  of  Epirus  which  is  next  to  Epidamnus :  having 
found  a  ship  in  ooe  of  the  sea-ports,  he  sailed  over  the 
Adriatic  Sea ;  [and  from  thence  entering  into  the  Tyrr- 
hene,] and  passing  by  several  islands  and  cities,  at  length 
he  saw  Puteoli.  Which  being  shewed  to  the  holy  man, 
he  hastened  to  go  forth,  being  desirous  to  walk  from 
thence,  in  the  way  that  Paul  the  Apostle  had  gone, 
[Acts  xxviii.  13,  14.]  But  a  violent  wind  arising,  and 
driving  on  the  ship,^  would  not  suffer  him  so  todorJeS*!^ 
wherefore  conunending  the  love  of  the  brethren  in  thatJSj^JJJ  ***• 
place  he  sailed  forward.  JSHi"* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MO  A  RELATION  OP  THE 

11.  And  the  wind  continuing  fiivoarable  to  us,  in  one 
day  and  a  night,  we  indeed  were  uhwillingly  hurried  on, 
as  sorrowing  to  think  of  beii^  separated  from  this  hdy 
mart3rr :  but  to  hiin  it  happened  justly,  according  to  his 
wish,  that  he  might  go  the  sooner  out  of  the  world,  and 
attain  unto  the  Lord  whom  he  loved.  Wherefore  sail- 
ing into  the  Roman  port,  and  those  impure  sports  being 
almost  at  an  end,  the  soldiers  began  to  be  offended  at 
our  slowness ;  hvH  the  Bishop  with  great  joy  comfdied 
with  their  hastiness. 

12.  Being  therefore  soon  farced  away  from  the  port  so 
called,  we  forthwith  met  the  brethren ;  (for  the  report  of 
what  concerned  the  holy  martyr  was  spread  abroad)  who 
were  fiill  of  fear  and  joy :  for  they  rejoiced  in  that  God 
had  vouchsafed  them  the  company  of  Theo|d)orus ;  but 
were  afraid,  when  they  considered,  that  such  a  one  was 
brought  thither  to  die.  Now  some  of  these  he  com- 
manded to  hold  their  peace,  who  were  the  most  zealous 
for  his  safety,  and  said,  that  they  would  appease  the 
people,  that  they  should  not  desire  the  destruction  of 

^g^J«^<Ac  just.^  Who  presently  knowing  this  by  the  spirit, 
ji^poj^and  saluting  all  of  them,  he  desired  them  thai  they 
would  shew  a  true  love  to  him ;  disputing  yet  more  with 
them  than  he  had  done  in  his  Epistle,  and  persuaded 
them  not  to  envy  him  who  was  hastening  unto  the 
Lord.  And  so,  all  the  brethren  kneeling  down,  he 
prayed  to  the  Son  of  God  in  behalf  of  the  Churches,  that 
he  would  put  a  stop  to  the  persecution,  and  contmue 
the  love  of  the  brethren  towards  each  other :  which  bdng 
done,  he  was  with  all  haste  led  into  the  ampbkfaeettre, 
and  speedily,  according  lo  the  command  of  Caesar  befete 
given,  thrown  in,  the  end  of  the  spectacles  being  at  hand. 
'For  it  was  then  a  veiy  sol^nn  iday,  called  in  the  Roman 
tongue  the  13th  of  the  cal^ds  of  January,  upon  which 
the  people  were  ordinarily  won't  to  be  gathered  together. 
Thus  was  he  delivered  to  the  c  iniel  btftsto)  near  the  tern- 
|de  by  wicked  men;  thatsothiedeiireof  thelkdymai^ 
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Ignatius  might  be  accomplished;  as  it  is  written,  ^'the 
'desire  of  the  righteous  is  acceptable;"  [Prov.  x.  24,] 
namely,  that  he  might  not  be  burthensome  to  any  of 
the  brethren,  by  the  gathering  of  his  relics,  but  might 
be  wholly  devoured  by  thera ;  according  as  in  his  Epich 
tie  he  had  before  wished,  that  so  his  end  might  be.  For 
only  the  greater  and  harder  of  his  holy  bones  remained ; 
which  were  carried  to  Antioch,  and  there  put  up  in  a 
naiaJcin,  as  an  ifiestima'ble  treasure  left  to  die  Church  hj 
the  grace  which  was  in  the  martyr. 

13.  Now  these  things  were  done  the  l^th  of  the  ca- 
lends of  January,  that  is  the  20th  day  of  December ; 
Sura  and  Synecius  being  the  second  time  Consids  of  the 
Koreans ;  of  which  we  ourselves  were  ^eye  witnesses : 
and  being  the  night  following  watching  with  tears  in 
the  house,  praying  to  €rod  with  our  bended  knees,  that 
he  would  give  us  weak  men  some  assurance  of  what 
had  been  before  done ;  it  happened,  that  falling  into  a 
dumber,  some  of  us  on  the  sudden  saw  the  blessed  Igna- 
tius standing  by  us  and  embracing  us :  others  beheld 
ihe  blessed  martyr  praying  for  us :  others  as  it  were 
topping  with  sweat,  as  if  he  were  just  come  from  his 
great  labour,  and  standing  by  the  Lord. 

14.  Which  when  we  saw,  being  filled  with  joy,  and 
comparing  the  visions  of  our  dreams  with  one  another, 
we  glorified  God,  the  giver  of  all  good  things,  and  being 
assured  of  the  blessedness  of  the  saint ;  J  we  liave  made^ 
known  unto  you  both  the  day  and  time :  that  being  as- 
sembled together  according  to  the  time  of  his  martyrdom, 
we  may  communicate  with  the  combatant,  and  most 
valiant  martyr  of  Christ ;  who  trod  under  foot  the  devil, 
and  perfected  the  course  he  had  piously  desired,  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord ;  by  whom,  and  with  whom,  all  glory  and 
fwwer  be  to  the  Father,  with  the  blessed  Spirit,  forever 
and  ever.    Afnen.      * 
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A  DISCOURSE 

CONCERNING 

THE  MARTYRDOM  OP  ST.  POLYCARP, 

AND     THE     EPISTLE     WRITTEN   BY     THE    CHT7RCH   OF    SMYRNA 
CONCERNING   IT. 

That  there  were  heretofore  several  called  by  the  nome  of  Polycarp. 
Both  the  country  and  parentage  of  St.  Polycarp  uncertain.  What 
he  was  before  bis  conversion;  and  by  whom  converted.  He  is 
made  Bishop  of  Smyrna  by  the  Apostles.  How  he  behaved  bim« 
self  in  that  office.  The  great  veneration  which  the  Christians  had 
for  him.  Of  his  journey  to  Rome,  and  what  he  did  tliere.  The 
testimony  of  St.  John  concerning  him — Rev.  ii.8.  Of  the  time  of 
8t.  Pol}'carp*s  martyrdom.  What  persecutions  the  Church  then 
laboured  uuder.  Of  the  Epistle  of  the  Church  of  Smyrna  con. 
ceminghis  sufferings;  and  the  value  which  the  ancients  put  upon 
it.  Of  the  miracle  that  is  said  to  have  happened  at  his  death* 
What  bis  age  was  when  he  Buffered.  What  the  day  of  his  suffer* 
ing.  In  vrl.at  place  he  was  put  to  death.  Of  the  authority  of  the 
present  Epistle,  and  its  translation  imo  our  owa  language. 

1.  The  Epistle  of  the  Church  of  Smyrna,  (the  next 
piece  that  follows  in  the  present  collection)  however  it 
makes  mention  of  some  others  that  suffered,  at  the  same 
time  with  St.  Polycarp,  for  the  faith  of  Christ ;  yet  in- 
sisting chiefly  upon  the  particulars  of  his  passion,  and 
being  designed  by  that  Church  to  communicate  to  all 
the  world  the  glorious  end  of  their  beloved  Bishop,  and 
most  worthy  and  constant  martyr  of  Christ :  I  shall'  ob- 
serve the  same  method  in  treating  of  this,  that  T  did  in 
discoursing  of  the  acts  of  St.  Ignatius  before ;  and  speak 
somewhat  of  the  Ufe  of  St,  Polycarp  first,  before  I  come 
to  consider  the  account  that  is  here  given  tis  of  his 
death. 

2.  That  there  were  several  of  tlie  name  of  Polycarp 
heretofore,  and  who  must  therefore  carefuHy  be  distin- 
guished from  him  of  whom  we  are  now  to  discourse,  hae 
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been  evidently  shewn  by  the  late  learned  editor  *  of  his  Jr^.IS*^. 
Epistle.     As  for  our  Polycarp,  the  disciple  of  St.  John,  ^^'* 
and  the  great  subject  of  the  present  martyrology,  we 
have  little  account,  either  what  was  his  country,  or  who 
his  parents.     In  general  we  are  told  that  he  was  bom 
somewhere  in  the  East;  as  Le  Moyne*>  thinks  not  farpJ^^J^^^ 
from  Antioch ;  and  perhaps  in  Smyrna  itself,  says  our  ^*"' 
learned  Dr.  Cave."    Being  sold  in  his  childhood,  he  was  p^y^^f  ®^ 
bought  by  a  certain  noble  matron  whose  name  was  Ca-  Roma^iilS? 
listo ;  and  bred  up  by  her,  and  at  her  death  made  heir  *y«»»*»«y- 
to  all  her  estate ;  which  though  very  considerable,  he  soon 
spent  in  works  of  charity  and  mercy .^  ^  l©  Moyne, 

3.  His  Christianity  he  received  in  his  younger  years  ^*^*'*** 
from  Bucolus,  Bishop  of  Smyrna ;  by  whom  being  made 
Deaconc  and  Catechist  of  that  Church,  and  discharging 'ibid, 
those  offices  with  great  approbation,  he  was,  upon  the 

death  of  Bucolus,  made  Bishop  of  Smyrna  by  the  Apos- 115.111^.3. 
ties  ;^  and  particularly  by  St  John  s  whose  disciple,  to-  E?dM.iib.*i5'. 
gether  with  Ignatius,  he  had  before  been.  Tentwji.  ex- 

4.  How  considerable  a  reputation  he  gained  by  hisroiyc.ui.$i 
wise  administration  of  this  great  office,  we  may  in  some  Pnescr.  h«. 
measure  conclude  from  that  character  which  his  very  Hiiroii.  de 
enemies  g<ave  of  him  at  his  death;  when  crying  out  thatiyc.vid.Mar 
he  should  be  thrown  to  the  Lions,  they  laid  this  to  him  /•n.'xxvL 
as  his  crime,  but  which  was  indeed  his  chiefest  honour :  ^  \ei*J!?  <f 

'  'the    Choreli 

this  say  they,  is  the  Doctor  of  Asia,  the  father  of  the  oj^smyma. 

Christians,  and  the  overthrower  of  our  Gods :  and  when 

he  was  burnt,  they  persuaded  the  Governor  not  to  suffer 

his  friends  to  carry  away  any  of  his  remains,*  lest,  say  J^-  ■'^• 

they,  the  Christians  forsaking  him  that  was  crucified, 

should  begin  to  worship  Polycarp. 

5.  Nor  was  it  any  smEiU  testimony  of  the  respect  which 
was  paid  to  him,  that  (as  we  are  told  in  this  Epistle)  the 
Christians  would  not  suffer  him  to  pull  off  his  own  clothes, 
but  strove  who  should  be  the  most  forward  to  do  him  ser- 
vice ;  thinking,  themselves  happy  if  they  could  but  come 
to  touch  his  flesh.     For,  says  the  Epistle,  he  was  truly 
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adorned  with  such  a  good  conversation,  as  made  all  menr 

pay  a  more  than  ordinary  respect  to  him. 

4?PoSw!5^     ^'  Hence  St.  Hierome  J  calls  him  the  prince  of  all 

2!pI'ciie!""-^'2L;  Sophronius,  the  '^cx«^)  ^  «Wef  ruler;  perhaps^ 

ProL  Jd7°*^y^  *  learned  man,^  in  opposition  to  the  Asiarchae  of  the- 

**«»•  Heathen  spoken  of  in  this  Epistle :  signifyii^  tliereby, 

that  as  they  were  among  the  Gentiles,  die  heads  of  their 

sacred  rites,  and  presided  in  the  common  assemblies  and 

spectacles  of  Asia ;  so  was  Polycarpamong  the  Chnstiamr 

a  kind  of  universal  Bishop,  of  Primate;  the  prince  and 

head  of  the  Churches  in  those  parts. 

7.  Nor  was  his  care  of  the  Church  confined  within  the 

bounds  of  ihe  Lesser  Asia,  but  extended  even  unto  Rome 

■5e?iibSv'^*^^^'^  whither  we  are  told  he  went  upon  the  occasion  of 

*^  ^^       the  Quartodecitmnt  Controversies  then  on  foot  between 

the  Eastern  and  Western  Churches,  and  which  Be  hoped 

to  have  put  a  stop  to,  by  his  timely  interposition  with 

those  of  Rome.     But  though  Anicetus  and  he  could  not 

agree  upon  that  point,  each  alleging  Apostolical  tradition 

to  warrant  them  in  their  practice :  yet  that  did  not  hin- 

AmwiT^'  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  h^  ^^  received  with  all  possible  respect 

iSS^^if^rJ;  ^^^^  >  ^"d  officiated  in  their  Churches  ™  in  presence  of 

Sf  ^ExIroiL  ^^^  Bishop^  and  communicated  with  him  in.  the  most 

fi/"'^'^*^  sacred  mysteries  of  Religion.** 

Fi«I6bq!^     ^-  While  he  was  at  Rome,  he  remitted  nothing  of  hie 

viu.  dMr.    concerQ  fof  ^h^  interests  of  the  Church ;  but  employed 

his  time  partly  in  confirming  those  who  were  sound  in 

the  faith,  and  especially  in  drawing  over  those  who  were 

not,  fix)m  theiff  errors.     In  which  work  how  successful 

•  Apnd  Eo-he  was,  his  own  scholar  Ircnffiuso  particularly  necounts 

•  ktoe-cli.  ^^ 

9.  What  he  did  after  his  retum,and  how  hediecharged 

his  pastoral  office  to  the  time  ef  his  martyrdom,  we  have 

Ultle  farther  account ;  nor  shall  I  trouble  myself  with  the 

^^^^^  stories  which  PioniusP  without  any  good  grounds  has 

art.  Ewrctt  recorded  of  the  life  of  this  holv  man.     But  that  he  stilt 

^•nec  IV.  p.  ^  • 

^  ^*        continued  with  all  diligence  to  watch  over  the  flock  of 
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Cyhrist,  we  have  all  the  reason  m  the  world  to  believe : 
and  that  not  only  from  what  has  been  already  observed, 
but  from  one  particular  more  which  ought  not  to  be  omit- 
ted, namely,  that  when  Ignatius  was  hurried  away  from 
his  Church  of  Antioch  to  his  martyrdom,  he  knew  none 
so  proper  to  commend  the  care  of  it  to,  as  to  this  excellent 
man  ;q  or  to  supply  by  his  own  letters,  what  the  other  »8e«  «■  *- 
had  not  time  to  write,  to  all  the  other  Churches  round  lycvp^iLvUL 
about. 

10.  But  I  shall  clo3e  up  this  part  of  the  life  of  this  holy 
Saint,  with  the  testimony  which  St.  John  has  given  of 
him.  Rev.  ii.  8.  And  which  as  it  affords  us  a  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  excellency  of  his  life,  so  does  it  open  the 
way  to  what  we  are  next  to  consider,  viz.  his  death  and 
passion,  "  Unto  the  Angel  of  the  Church  in  Smyrna, 
write :  these  things  saith  the  first  and  the  last,  which 
was  dead,  and  is  alive.  I  know  thy  works,  and  tribula- 
tion, and  poverty  (but  thou  art  rich :)  and  I  know  the 
blasphemy  of  them  which  say  they  are  Jews,  and  are 
not,  but  are  the  Synagogue  of  Satan.  Fear  none  of 
those  things  which  thou  shalt  suffer ;  behold  the  Devil 
shall  cast  some  of  you  into  prison,  that  ye  may  be  tried, 
and  ye  shall  have  tribulation  ten  days ;  be  thou  faithful 
unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life." 

11.  And  this  brings  me  to  that  which  I  am  chiefly  to 
insist  upon,  namely,  the  death  of  this  blessed  martyr ; 
the  subject  of  that  Epistle  which  is  subjoined  from  the 
Church  of  Smyrna  concerning  it.    And  here  I  shall  in 

the  first  place  take  for  irranted,  what  our  learned  Bishop  *'DiMert. 

T*  1  II  1  ...      '^Chron.  part. 

Pearson  »•  seems  to  have  proved  beyond  contra<hction ;  »•  «•  «»p.  !<• 
that  St.  Polycarp  suffered,  not  as  is  commonly  supposed ' '  Eiueb. 
about  the  year  of  Christ  l67-r-or  as  Bishop  Usher  *  has '  ^o^g*"  ** 
stated  still  later  159— much  less  as  Petit »  still  later  175  fotiwl*^^ 

Com  p. 

— ^but  under  the  Emperor  Antoninus  Pius,  in  the  year  of  J«»J^  ^J"- 
our  Lord  147.    Now  that  the  Christians  about  that^ip-^"*- 

"  V  Id.  Cats 

time,  and  espxially  those  of  Asia,  lay  under  some  severe  £^^22? 
prosecutions,  is  evident  firom  the  apoiogy  which  Justin 

16* 
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Martjrr  about  this  very  time  presented  to  the  Emperor 
in  order  to  a  mitigation  of  them :  which  however  Baro* 

•  A<wi.iso. nius,v  and  after  him  Valesius,^  place  two  or  three  years 
2S!"ibidf  ***'  ^^^^^  7  y^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  opinion  no  certain  grounds ;  nor 
J^b,*5ib4°does  any  thing  hinder  us  from  reducing  that  apology  * 

•  See  Dr.  ^  ^^  samc  time  with  St,  Polycarp's  martyrdom ;  some 
S?de  Jugi\n  have  carried  it  still  higher,  even  to  the  beginning  of  that 
pp.  ISi!^  m!*"  Emperor's  reign,  as  both  Eusebius  y  among  the  ancients, 
!iiiiiebl*'*'and  his  learned  editor,  Scaliger,*  not  to  mention  any 
c^n.  *nn.^^j^^j^  ,^  ^j  j^^j^^  times,  have  done. 

LSjJJiSiM^b"     12.  What  the  effect  of  this  apology  was  we  cannot 
fpcniv.   in  Certainly  tell ;  but  that  the  persecution  was  not  presently 
^f^'xM.  put  to  an  end,  not  only  the  second  apol(^y  of  the  same 
tooiron "ad Father  (however  the  critics  differ  about  the  same ;)  but 
!^.3.  Her-  that  which  Eusebius  *»  tells  us  was  afterwards  presented 
UMU  Mw"-to  his  successor  Marcus  Aurelius  by  Melito^  Bishop  of 
AHict.  EccL Sardis,  plainly  makes  appear.     In  which  he  complains^ 
^'  ^^   '  that  "  the  Christians  were  still  informed  against  by  wick-^ 
ed  men,  greedy  of  what  they  had ;  and  prosecuted  not- 
withstanding the  several  orders  that  his  fttther  had  given, 
and  the  letters  he  had  himself  written  to  the  contrary." 
It  is  true,  Eusebius  tells  us  that  the  Emperor  Antoninus 

•  ibid.ub.iT..Pius<^  had  set  out  an  effectual  edict  in  ftivour  of  the 

Christians ;  and  that  particularly  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  Asia,  not  long  before  the  time  in  which 
we  suppose  St.  Poly  carp  to  have  suffered.     And  this 
seems  to  leave  it  under  some  doubt  how  a  persecution 
eould  have  been  again  revived  against  the  Church  with- 
in so  shoH  a  time,  and  after  such  a  vigorous  edict  of  an 
Emperor  still  living  to  the  contrary.    But  it  is  evident 
4  Vales,  in  Eusebius  niust  have  mistook  the  Emperor,  and  have  set 
Bwebl  i*  in-  down  that  for  the  rescript  of  Antoninus  Pius,  which  was 
rfAdd-yfit  indeed  set  out  by  Marcus  Aurelius  immediately  after  hi^ 
£^aron.^  death,  as  both  the  inscription  shews,  and  Yalesius^  and 
mm.^w:     others  have  evidently  made  it  appear  to  be. 
HbTEcciei.     13.  It  was  then  in  one  of  these  topical  persecutions,^ 
S^'p!  u^^'  BO  frequent  in  the  Lesser  Asia ;  that  the  storm  (happening- 
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to  fell  in  a  particular  manner  upon  the  Church  of  Sm3rr- 
na,)  carried  off  this  holy  martyr  among  the  rest.  What 
the  particular  circumstances  of  his  passion  were,  it  would 
be  impertinent  for  me  to  relate  in  this  place,  seeing  they 
are  so  fully  and  exacdy  described  in  the  Epistle  of  which 
we  are  now  discoursing.  A  piece  so  excellently  com- 
posed, that  Eusebius  thought  it  worthy  to  be  almost  en- 
tirely transcribed  into  his  Ecclesiastical  History.  And  of 
which  a  very  great  man^  of  the  last  age  professed,  "  That  /  scuHg.  a»- 
he  knew  not  any  thing  in  all  ecclesiastical  antiquity,  E^b.'  ph • 
that  was  more  wont  to  affect  his  mind ;  insomuch  that  31©.**""* 
he  seemed  to  be  no  longer  himself  when  he  read  it ;  and 
believed  that  no  good  Christian  could  be  satisfied  with 
reading  this  often  enough,  and  the  like  accounts,  of  the 
sufferings  of  those  blessed  martyrs,  who  in  the  primitive 
times  laid  down  their  lives  for  the  faith." 

14.  Nor  did  the  ancients  put  any  less  value  upon  this 
piece,  which  as  Gregory  k  of  Tours  tells  us  was  even  to  *  De  oion 
his  time  read  publicly  in  the  Gallican  Churches,  and  nouxxvi. 
doubt  made  a  part  of  that  annual  remembrance,  which 

the  Churches  of  Asia  kept  of  his  martyrdom. 

15.  But  though  I  think  it  needless  to  mention  here 
any  thing  of  what  the  following  Epistle  relates  con- 
cerning the  passion  of  this  holy  man  ;  yet  one  circum- 
stance there  is  which  both  Eusebius^  and  Ruffinus^/yid. u«er. 
haying  omitted,  is  also  passed  by  in  the  following  trans-  AiTpt!^ 
lation,  though  found  in  the  acts  as  set  out  from  the  Bar-  °"™'  ^' 
roccian  manuscript  by  Archbishop  Usher.     And  that  is 

thfi  :  that  the  soldier  or  officer  havings  struck  his  lance 
into  the  side  of  the  Saint,  there  came  forth  a  pigeon,  to- 
g^her  with  a  great  quantity  of  blood,  as  is  expressed  in  l^ll^\ 
the  following  Epistle,  num.  xvi.  Now  though  there  J^^JJ^' 
may  seem  to  have  been  something  of  a  foundation  for  JJ^Jof  b«- 
such  a  miracle  in  the  raillery  of  Lucian, »  upon  thejjjjj^hill*'* 
death  of  Peregrinus  the  philosopher,  who  burnt  himself  S|f~?h*J,^ 
about  the  same  time  that  St.  Polycarp  suffered,  and  from  S?3I?  e55- 
whose  funeral  pile  he  makes  a  vulture  to  ascend,  in  op-Stm  iSSl 
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position,  it  may  be,  to  St.  Polycarp's  pigeon ;  if  indeed 
•  neuoyne  he  designed  (as  a  learned  man  <»  has  conjectured)  under 
ProL  •dvom.  the  story  of  that  philosopher,  to  ridicule  the  life  and  suf* 
ferings  of  Polycarp :  yet  I  confess  I  am  so  little  a  friend 
to  such  kind  of  miracles,  that  I  thought  it  better  with 
Eusebius  to  omit  that  circumstance,  than  to  mention  it 
from  Bishop  Usber^s  manuscript.  And  indeed  besides 
the  strangeness  of  such  an  adventure,  I  cannot  think, 
had  any  such  thing  truly  happened  at  his  death,  that 
not  only  Eusebius  should  have  been  ignorant  of  it,  but 
that  neither  St.  Hierome,  nor  Ruffinus,  nor  the  Memea 
of  the  Oreek  Church,  should  have  made  the  least  men- 
tion of  it.  Either,  therefore,  there  must  have  been 
some  interpolations  in  the  manuscript  set  forth  by  that 
learned  man  ;  or,  because  that  does  not  appear,  perhaps, 
it  may  be  better  accounted  for  by  the  mbtake  of  a  single 
letter  in  the  original ;  which  will  bring  it  to  no  more 
than  what  Eusebius  has  in  effect  said,  that  there  came 
out  of  his  left  side  a  great  quantity  of  blood. 

16.  Concerning  the  time  of  his  martyrdom,  I  have 

before  shewn  the  different  computations  which  learned 

men  have  made  of  it.     Nor  are  they  less  at  variance 

ff  VM.  Tent^  about  the  age  q  of  this  hdy  martyr  when  he  suffered, 

"de     than  about  the  year  of  his  sneering.     For  though  St, 


^jTctrp.  %  pQiy^jarp  expressly  told  the  ProConsul,  as  we  read  in 
•-NuBLix.  the  following  Epistle,'  that  he  had  served  Christ 
•  vid.PnBf.  eighty  and  six  years  ;  yet  some  ■  interpret  this  of  the 
Act.  ignaufc  number  of  years  since  his  conversion ;  others^  of  those 
m.  nit. '  of  his  whole  life.  But  however  thus  much  is  evident, 
Ml  diap.  iv.  that  whichsoever  of  the  two  be  in  the  right,  they  will 
^  HI.  irf*^*  either  of  them  make  good  what  Irenseus  «  has  told  us  of 
ntawrt.  him,  that  he  was  very  old  when  he  died ;  from  which 
u.  c.  1*5.      nothins:  can  be  concluded  either  for  the  former  of  these 

••  Iren.  oontr.       .    ,     °  . 

bbtm.  lib.   opmions,  or  agamst  the  latter. 

17.  But  the  following  acts  of  his  martyrdom  go  still 
farther.  They  tell  us  that  he  not  only  suffered  at  so 
great  an  age^  but  upon  the  great  Sabbath^  the  second 
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day  of  the  month  Xanticus,  before  the  seventh  kalend 
of  May^  about  2  &clock.     What  is  meant  by  this 
great  sabbath  is  another  point  much  debated,  but  never 
like  to  be  agreed  among  learned  men ;  whose  opinions 
are  examined  at  krge  by  Bishop  Usher, »  Valesius,  r  Le  J^y^^'i^ 
Moyne, «  Bishop  Pearson,  »  and  others  ^  upon  this  occa-  J*5mS  m 
sion.     But  if  we  were  right  before  in  assigning  the  year  J;"*"**-  ^  ^ 
of  his  suffering,  as  I  think  we  were  ;  then  we  must  con-  yJTIIJr.'* 
elude  the  great  Sabbath  to  have  been  the  same  here,  chJSU^Ji,. 
that  is  usually  called  by  that  name  among  ecclesiastical  1*/;^%^ 
writers,  namely,  the  Saturday  in  the  holy  week  ;  toglSfiS;.'^ 
which  all  the  other  characters  here  assigned  are  exactly  Ten  JSlex_ 
correspondent.    And  then  according  to  this  computation,  fSy'^^l?. 
St  Polycarp  will  have  suffered  in  the  year  of  Christ,™**^ 
147,  being  March  26,  the  Saturday  before  East^,  about 
the  8th  hour. 

18.  The  place  in  which  he  suffered  was  a  large  am- 
phiUieatre  in  which  the  common  assemblies  of  Asia 
were  wont  to  be  kept :  and  as  we  are  told  by  those  c'flmith 
who  have  travelled  mto  those  parts,  is  m  some  measure  abi«  eccIca 

*^         '  Tavernler; 

Still  remaining;  and  shewn  as  the  place  of  St.  Polycarp's  Whe^iw, 
martjrrdom.     I  say  nothing  about  that  which  some  have  l^^g^^ 
observed  upon  this  occasion,  viz.  of  the  calamities  which  Jj^^"**** 
not  long  after  fell  upon  the  City  of  Smyrna  ;  and  which 
may  seem  to  have  been  the  effect  of  the  divine  ven- 
geance, punishing  them  for  their  cruelty  towards  this 
excellent  man,  and  the  rest  of  his  companions  who  suf- 
fered together  with  him :  because  this  is  not  within  the 
bounds  of  my  present  design  ;  which  leads  me  only  to 
consider  what  concerns  the  Epistle  of  the  Church  of 
Smyrna,  to  which  that  which  followed  the  death  of 
Polycarp  has  no  relation. 

19.  Having  now  passed  through  the  chief  parts  o^^ 
the  following  relation,  and  which  seemed  most  to  re- 
quire our  animadversion ;  it  is  time  for  me  to  observe 
concerning  the  Epistle  itself,  which  is  here  subjoined,, 
that  it  is  a  piece  of  most  unquestionable  credit  and  anti- 
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qcdty.  As  for  the  main  body  of  it,  we  find  it  preached 
^Lib.iT.c.  iu  jIj^  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Eusebius;  ^  who  lived 
not  above  an  age  and  a  half  after  the  writing  <^  tt. 
And  even  the  manuscript  itself,  made  use  of  by  Bishop 
Usher,  is  so  well  attested,  that  we  need  not  any  farther 
assurance  of  the  truth  (rf  it.  The  sum  of  the  account 
which  he  has  given  us  of  it  is  this ;  "  That  Caius,  an 
acquaintance  of  St.  Irenaeus  the  disciple  of  Polycarp, 
transcribed  it  from  the  copy  of  that  Father  ;  and  Socra- 
tes, the  Corinthian  fi'om  Caius — and  fi*om  Socrates'  copy 
was  transcribed  that  manuscript  which  we  still  have 
of  it 

20.  Twice  has  this  Epistle  been  put  into  our  own 
language,  as  far  as  the  history  of  Eusebius  has  given 
occasion  for  the  translation  of  it.  What  those  editions 
arc  I  cannot  tell,  having  never  perused  either  of  them. 
But  I  suppose  it  is  now  the  first  time  joined  in  an  entire 
piece  together,  and  so  communicated  to  the  English  read- 
er. In  my  translation  of  it  I  have  strictly  followed  the 
edition  of  our  most  reverend  Primate,  from  which  Cote- 
lerius'  is  but  a  copy  :  nor  have  I,  that  I  know  of,  depart- 
ed in  the  least  circumstance  from  it,  except  in  that  one 
for  which  I  have  before  accounted.  So  that  I  may 
venture  to  say,  I  have  here  truly  set  forth  the  Epistle  of 
the  Church  of  Smyrna,  as  near  as  our  language  would 
serve  to  express  the  sense,  if  not  to  come  up  to  the  beau- 
ty and  vigour  of  the  original 
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The  Charcb  oi  Ood  which  is  at  Smyrna,  to  the  Church  of  God  which 
iaat  Philadelphia  ;  "  and  to  all  the  other  asflemblies  of  the  holy  •  PhikMeili 
catholic  Charch,  in  every  place  ;  mercy,  peace,  and  lo?e  from  God  JJW*  Annot. 
the  Father,  and  oar  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  be  multiplied.  Comp!^  yet4 

lat.  later.  4i 

CHAP.    L  Eccleal  J  It 

e.  Uk 

IThe  salotation,  3  the  consequence  of  St.  Folycarp's  sufTerrngs^  3  we 
should  follow  his  example,  5  how  the  other  martyrs  suffered. 

WE  have  written  to  you,  brethreD,  both  of 
what  conceras  the  other  martyrs,  but  eepe*^ 
cially  the  blessed  Polycarp,  who  by  hissuffer«> 
ings  put  an  end  to  the  persecution;  setting  aa 
it  were,  his  seal  to  it. 

2  For  almost  all  things  that  went  before^ 
were  done,  that  the  Lord  might  shew  us  firom 
above,  a  martysdom  truly  such  as  became  the 
Gospel 

3  For  he  expected  to  be  delivered  up ;  even 
as  tiie  Lord  also  did,  that  wet  should  beecHoe 
the  followers  of  his  example :  considcrjung  not 
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only  what  is  profitable  for  ourselves,  but  also 
for  our  neighbours'  advantage. 

4  For  it  is  the  part  of  a  true  and  perfect 
charity,  to  desire,  not  only  that  a  man's  self 
should  be  saved,  but  also  all  the  brethren. 

5  The  sufferings  then  of  all  the  other  mar- 
tyrs, were  blessed  and  generous  ;  which  they 
underwent  according  to  the  will  of  God. 

6  For  so  it  becomes  us,  who  are  more  re- 
•  „..   ^    ligious  than  others,   to  ascribe  the  power  and 

f  VW.    Cor-      C>.  rill'  J   '        ,  ^ 

jecj  coteuer.  ordcrmg  ot  all  thmgs  unto  him.^ 
^^nJo^'ad     7  And  indeed  who  can  choose  but  admire 
ci5  :p.*6L'the  greatness  of  their  mind,  and  that  admira- 
ble patience  and  love  of  their  master,  which 
then  appeared  in  them  ? 

8  Who,  when  they  were  so  flayed  with 
whipping,  that  the  frame  and  structure  of  their 
bodies  were  laid  open  to  their  very  inward 
veins  and  arteries,  nevertheless  endured  it. 

9  And  when  all  that  beheld  them,  pitied  and 
lamented  them  ;  yet  they  shewed  so  great  a 
generosity  of  mind,  that  not  one  of  them  let 
so  much  as  a  sigh  or  a  groan  escape  them  ; 

10  Plainly  shewing,  that  those  holy  martyrs 
of  Christ,  at  the  very  same  time  that  they 
were  thus  tormented,  were  absent  from  the 
body  ;  or  rather,  that  the  Lord  stood  by 
them,  and  conversed  with  them. 

11  Wherefore  being  supported  by  the  grace 
of  Christ,  they  despised  all  the  torments  of 
the  world  ;  by  the  sufferings  of  an  hour,  re- 
deeming themselves  from  everlasting  punish- 
ment. 

12  For  this  cause^  even  the  fire  of  their  cru- 
el and  barbarous  executioners  seemed  cold  to 
them  ;  whilst  they  hoped  thereby  to  escape 
the  fire  which  is  eternal,  and  shall  never  be 
extinguished : 
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13  Aad  beheld  with  the  eyes  of  faith,  those 
^ood  things  which  are  reserved  for  them  that 
•endure  to  the  end  ;  which  neither  ear  lias  heardj 
nor  eye  seen^  nor  have  they  entered  into  the  heart 

ofman^.  •icorii.*. 

14  But  to  them  they  were  now  revealed  by 
the  Lord ;  as  being  no  longer  men,  but  already 
become  angels. 

15  In  like  manner,  those  who  were  con- 
demned to  the  beasts,  and  kept  a  long  time  in 
prison,  underwent  many  cruel  torments ;  be- 
mg  forced  to  lie  upon  sharp  spikes  laid  under 

their  bodies, "  and  tormented  with  divers  other  y^^!J^? 
sorts  of  punishment ;  that  so  if  it  were  ppssi- JSJ;  ,^v 
ble,  the  tyrant,  by  the  leBgth  of  their  suffer- «;,JJ;j^J» 
ings,  might  have  brought  them  to  deny  Christ.  Jf*j"  ^ 


CHAP.  n. 

1  The  adversary  overcome,    5  unfaithfulness  of  some,    9  Poly^ 
carps*  constancy,  13  his  vision. 

FOR  indeed^  the  devil  did  invent  many 
things  against  them :  but  thanks  be  to  God, 
he  was  not  able  to  prevail  over  all.  • 

2  For  the  brave  Germanicus  strengthened 
those  that  feared,  by  his  patience ;  and  fought 
gloriously  with  the  beasts. 

3  For  when  the  pro-consul  wpuld  have  per- 
suaded him,  telling  him  that  he  should  consid- 
er his  age  and  spare  himself;  he  pulled  the 
wild  beast  to  him,  and  provoked  him,  being 
desirous  the  more  quickly  to  be  delivered 
from  a  wicked  and  unjust  world. 

4  Upon  this,  the  whole  multitude  wonder- 
ing at  the  courage  of  the  holy  and  pious  race 
of  Christians,  cried  out  "  take  away  those 
wick<^  wrctftfees  J  letPolycarp  be  looked  out.'' 

17 
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5  Then  one  named  Quintus,  a  Phrygian,  be- 
ing newly  come  from  thence,  seeing  the  beasts, 
was  afraid. 

6  This  was  he  who  forced  himself  and 
some  others,  to  present  themselves  of  their 
own  accord,  to  the  trial. 

7  Him  therefore  the  pro-consul  persuaded 
with  many  promises,  to  swear  and  sacrifice. 

8  For  which  cause,  brethren,  we  do  not 
commend  those  who  offer  themselves  to  perse^ 
cuiion;  seeing  the  Gospel  teaches  no  such 
thing. 

9  But  the  most  admirable  Polycarp,  when 
he  first  heard  that  he  was  called  for^  was  not 
at  all  concerned  at  it ;  but  resolved  to  tarry 
in  the  city. 

10  Nevertheless,  he  was  at  the  last  persua- 
ded, at  the  desire  of  many,  to  go  out  of  it. 

11  He  departed  therefore  into  a  little  vil- 
lage, not  far  distant  from  the  city,  and  there 
tarried  with  a  few  about  him,  doing  nothing 
night  nor  day,  but  praying  for  all  men,  and 
for  the  Churches  which  were  in  all  the  world, 
according  to  his  usual  custom. 

12  And  as  he  was  praying,  he  saw  a  vision 
three  days  before  he  was  taken  ;  and  behold, 
the  pillow  under  his  head  seemed  to  him  on 
fire. 

13  Whereupon,  turning  to  those  that  were 
with  him,  he  said  prophetically,  'Uhat  he 
should  be  burnt  alive.^^ 

CHAP.  III. 

Polycarps*  conduct  further  mentioned. 

NOW  when  those  who  were  to  take  him 
drew  near,  he  departed  into  another  village  ; 
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and  immediately  they  who  sought  him,  came 
thither. 

2  And  when  they  found  him  not,  they  seized 
upon  two  young  men  thai  were  there  ;  one  of 
which,  being  tormented,  confessed. 

3  For  it  was  impossible  he  should  be  con- 
cealed, forasmuch  as  they  who  betrayed  him 
were  his  own  domestics. 

4  So  the  officer,  who  is  also  called  Clero- 
nomus  '  Herod  by  name;  hastened   to  bring  J^'J;^**^^®^ 
kim  into  the  list9  :  V^-  ^'^'• 

^    mi  ¥^1  '    1  •  1  •  In  loc  num. 

5  Ihat  rolycarp  might  receive  his  proper /^'^vvaiet. 
portion,  being  made  partaker  of  Christ;  and^  <> 
they  that  betrayed  him,  undergo  the  punish- 
ment of  Judas. 

6  The  sergeants  therefore  and  horsemen 
taking  the  young  lad  along  with  them,  depart- 
ed about  supper  time,  being  Friday,  with  their 
usual  arms,  as  it  were  against  a  thief  or  a 
robber. 

7  And  being  come  to  the  place  where  he 
was,  about  the  close  of  the  evening,  they 
found  him  lying  down  in  a  little  upper  room, 
from  whence  he  could  easily  have  escaped 
into  another  place,  but  he  would  not ;  saying, 
/Ae  will  of  the  Lord  be  done. 

8  Wherefore  when  he  heard  that  they  were 
come  to  the  house,  he  went  down  and  spake 
to  them. 

9  And  as  they  that  were  present  wondered 
at  his  age  and  constancy,  some  of  them  began 
to  say,  "  was  there  need  of  all  this  care  to  take 

such  an  old  man  V'  ',,^1  J*- 

10  Then  presently  he  ordered,  that  the5'„"„^.  ^' 
same  hour  there  should  bo  somewhat  got  ready  ""^  *°'*»*^- 
for  them,  that  they  might  eat  and  drink  their 

fill;  desiring   them  withal,   that  they   would 
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give  him  one  hour's  liberty  the  whilcy  to  prajr 
without  disturbance. 

11  And  when  they  had  permitted  him,  he 
stood  praying,  being  full  of  the  grace  of  God  ;. 
so  that  he  ceased  not  for  two  whole  hours,^  ta 
the  admiration  of  all  that  heard  him  : 

12  Insomuch,  that  many  of  the  soldiers  Be- 
gan to  repent,  that  they  were  come  out  against 
so  godly  an  old  man. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Polycarp  returns  to  the  city,  6  he  refuses  to  sacrifice,  8  he  hear» 
a  voice  from  heaven,  14  the  proconsul's  persuasions  of  no  avail. 

AS  soon  as  he  had  done  his   prayer,  in 

which  he  remembered  all  men,  whether  little 

or  great,  honourable  or  obscure,  that  had  at 

any  time  been  acquainted  with  him  ;  ' 

J^p- ,^      2    And    with    them    the    whole    catholic 

B* Edu. ^  Chyrch,  over   all  the  world  ;  the  time  being 

aSUSi!  va-  come  that  he  was  to  depart,  the  guards  set  him 

"-.^oa-cSupon  an  ass,  and  so  brought  him  into  the  city^ 

being  the  day  of  the  great  sabbath. 

3  And  Herod  the  chief  officer,  with  his  fa- 
ther Nicetes,  met  him  in  a  chariot. 

4  And  having  taken  him  up  to  them,  and 
set  him  in  the  chariot,  they  began  to  persuade 
him,  saying,  what  harm  is  there  in  i/,  to  sa^j 
Lord  CcBsar,  and  sacrifice  (with  the  rest  that  is 
usual  on  such  occasions)  and  so  he  safe  ? 

5  But  Polycarp,  at  first,  answered  them 
not :  whereupon  they  continuing  to  urge  him, 
he  said,  ^^  I  shall  not  do  what  you  would  per- 
suade me  to.** 

6  So  being  out  of  all  hope  of  prevailing 
with  him ;  they  began  first  to  rail  at  him,  and 
then  with  violence  threw  him  out  of  the  chari- 
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ot ;  insomuch  that  he  hurt  his  thigh  with  the 
fall. 

7  But  he  not  turning  back,  went  on  readily 
with  all  diligence,  as  if  he  had  received  no 
haxm  at  all ;  and  so  was  brought  to  the  lists, 
where  there  was  so  great  a  tumult,  that  nobody 
could  be  heard. 

8  As  he  was  going  into  the  hsts,  there  came 
a  voice  from  Heaven  to  him ;  "  be  strong 
Polycarp,  and  quit  thyself  like  a  man." 

9  Now  no  one  saw  who  it  was  that  spake 
to  him  5  but  for  the  voice,  many  of  our  breth- 
ren who  were  present,  heard  it. 

10  And  as  he  was  brought  in,  there  was  a 
great  disturbance  when  they  heard  how  that 
Polycarp  was  taken. 

1 1  And  when  he  came  near,  the  pro-consul 
asked  him  whether  he  was  Polycarp  ? 

12  Who  confessing  that  he  was  ;  he  per- 
suaded him  to  deny  the  faith,  saying,  reverence 
thy  old  age^  with  many  other  things  of  the  like 
nature,  as  their  custom  is  ;  concluding  thus, 
swear  by  Cczsnr^s  fortune. 

13  Repent  and  say^  take  away  the  wicked. 

14  Then  Polycarp,  looking  with  a  stern 
countenance  upon  the  whole  multitude  of 
wicked  Gentiles  that  was  gathered  together 
in  the  lists,  and  shaking  his  hand  at  them, 
looked  up  to  heaven,  and  groaning,  said,  take 
away  the  wicked. 

15  But  the  pro-consul,  insisting  and  say- 
ing, "  swear,  and  I  will  set  thee  at  liberty  ;  re- 
proach Christ." 

16  Polycarp  replied,  "  eighty  and  six  years 
have  I  now  served  Christ,  and  he  has  never 
done  me  the  least  wrong :  how  then  can  I 
blaspheme  my  King  and  my  Saviour?" 

\T 
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CHAP.  V. 

9  Polycarp  professes  to  be  a  christian,  5  he  offers  a    reason  of  his 
faith  ;  7  he  is  threatened  yet  unmoved. 

AND  when  the  pro-consul  nevertheless  still 
insisted,  saying,  "  swear  by  the  genius  of  Cae- 
sar/' 

2  He  answered,  "  seeing  thou  art  so  vainly 
urgent  with  me  that  I  should  swear,  as  thou 
callest  it,  by  the  genius  of  Caesar,  seeming  as 
if  thou  didst  not  know  what  I  am  ;  here  me 
freely  professing  it  to  thee,  that  I  am  a  Chris- 
tian. 

3  But  if  thou  farther  desirest  an  account 
what  Christianity  is,  appoint  a  day  and  thou 
shalt  hear  if 

4  The  pro-consul  replied,  "  persuade  the 
people.** 

5  Polycarp  answered,  **  to  thee  have  I  of- 
fered to  give  a  reason  of  my  faith :  for  so 
are  we  taught  to  pay  all  due  honour,  (such 
only  excepted  as  would  be  hurtful  to  our 
selves,)  to  the  powers  and  authorities  which 
are  ordained  of  God. 

6  But  for  the  people,  I  esteem  them  not 
worthy  that  I  should  give  any  account  of  my- 
faith  tothem.** 

7  The  pro-consul  continued,  and  said  unto 
him,  "  I  have  wild  beasts  ready,  to  those  I 
will  cast  thee  except  thou  repent** 

IJi^TTK  8  He  answered,  "  call  for  them  then  ;  for 
ftST'i&ta^^  Christians  are  fixed  in  our  minds  not  to 
2^  to^l^^'^g®  i^om  good  to  evil  :  but  for  me  it  will 
{j^'»pbe  good  to  be  changed  from  evil  to  good.* 
I^Mft^  9  The  pro-consul  added  ;  "  seeing  thou 
tetiM  other  (legpigest  the  wild  beasts,  I  will  cause  thee  to 
be  devoured  by  fire,  unless  thou  shalt  repenf 
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10  Polycarp  answered,  "  Uiou  threatcne*st 
me  with  fire  which  burns  for  an  hour,  and  so 
is  extinguished ;  but  knowest  not  the  fire  of 
the  future  judgment,  and  of  that  eternal  pun- 
ishment, which  is  reserved  for  the  ungodly. 
But  why  tarriest  thou  ?  bring  forth  what  thou 
wilt 


CHAP.  VI. 

3  The  multitude  are  enraged  agtinst  Polycarp,  13  they  prepare  for 
his  execution. 

HAVING  said  this,  and  many  other  things 
of  the  like  nature,  he  was  filled  with  confi- 
dence and  joy,  insomuch  that  his  very  coun- 
tenance was  full  of  grace : 

2  So  that  he  did  not  only  not  let  it  fall  with 
any  confusion  at  what  was  spoken  to  him ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  the  pro-consul  was  struck 
with  astonishment ;  and  sent  his  crier  into  the 
middle  of  the  lists,  to  proclaim  three  several 
times ;  Polycarp  confessed  himself  to  be  a 
Christian. 

3  Which  being  done  by  the  crier,  the  whole 
multitude  both  of  the  Gentiles  and  of  the  Jews 
which  dwelt  at  Smyrna,  being  full  of  fury, 

cried  out  with  a  loud  voice ;  "  this  is  the  doc- wSl 

tor  of  Asia;**  the  father  of  the  Christians, lSJS?'^' 
and  the  overthrower  of  our  Gods.  Sf.44!^"** 

4  He  that  has  taught  so  many  not  to  sac-'^JJJ*^^^ 
rifice,  nor  pay  any  worship  to  the  Gods.'*        Si  'tS?*' 


5  And  saying  this,  they  cried  out,  and  de-«J^»«J^L  ^ 
sired  Philip  the  Asiarch,'  that  he  would  let?«»^-w" 
loose  a  lion  agamst  Polycarp.  SJb*^© 

6  But  Philip  replied,  that  it  was  not  lawful  •*. 

for  him  to  do  so,  because  that  kind  of  specta-d^i^Au- 
cles  was  ahready  over.  ^  SlhStS/*" 
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7  Then  it  pleased  them  to  cry  out  with 
one  consent,  that  Polycarp  sfaoukl  be  burnt 
jdive. 

8  For  so  it  was  necessary  that  the  vision 
shooki  be  fulfilled  which  was  made  manifest 
unto  him  by  his  pillow,  when  seeing  it  on  ire 
as  he  was  praying,  he  turned  about  and  said 
prophetically  to  the  faithful  that  were  with 
him ;  /  must  be  burnt  alive. 

9  This  therefore  was  done  with  greater 
speed  than  it  was  spoke ;  the  whole  multitude 
instantly  gathering  together  wood  and  faggots, 
OdMi  of  the  shops  and  baths ;  the  Jews  espe- 
cially, according  to  their  custom,  with  all  rea- 
diness assisting  them  in  it. 

10  When  the  fuel  was  ready,  Polycarp  lay- 
ing aside  all  his  upper  garments,  and  undoing 
his  girdle,  tried  also  to  pull  off  his  clothes  un- 
derneath, which  aforetime  be  was  not  wont  to 
do ;  forasmuch  as  ftlways  every  one  of  the 
Christians  that  was  about  him  contended  who 
should  soonest  touch  his  flesh. 

1 1  For  he  was  truly  adorned  by  his  good 
J^JCbSSJ conversation  with  all  kind  of  piety, '  even  be- 
EttoOTm^'f^re  his  martyrdom. 

ISTp.^:       12  This  being  done^  they  presently  put  about 
him  such  things  as  were  necessary  to  prepare 

*  The  pile     fhp  firA    * 

SSr\5jS'.iii  13  But  when  they  would  hafve  also  nailed 
^F«*  him  to  the  stake,  he  said,  "  let  me  alone  as  I 
am  :  for  he  who  baa  given  me  strength  to  en- 
dure the  fire,  will  also  enable  me,  without  your 
securing  me  by  nails,  to  stand  without  moving 
in  the  pile.'' 
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CHAP.  VII. 

3  Polycarp  blesteth  God  for  beinjr  counted  worthy  to*  tufier.    8  • 
miracle  eppeared. 

WHEREFORE  they  did  not  nail  him^ 
but  only  tied  him  to  it 

2  But  he  having  put  his  hands  behind  him, 
and  being  bound  as  a  ram  chosen  out  of  a 
great  flock,  for  an  offering,  and  prepared  to  be 
burnt  a  sacrifice,  acceptable  unto  God,  looked 
up  to  heaven  and  said  ; 

3  "  O  Lord  God  Almighty,  the  Father  of 
thy  well  beloved  and  blessed  Son,  Jesu9 
Christ,  by  whom  we  have  received  the  know- 
ledge of  thee,  the  Gcd  of  Angels  and  powers, 
and  of  every  creature,  and  especially  of  the 
whole  race  of  just  men  who  live  in  thy  pre* 
sence ! 

4  I  give  thee  hearty  thanks  that  thou  hast 
vou:hsafed  to  bring  me  to  this  day,  and  to  this 
hour  ;  that  I  should  have  a  part  in  the  number 
of  thy  martyrs,  in  the  cup  of  thy  Christ,  to  the 
resurrection  of  eternal  life,  both  of  soul  and 
body,  in  the  incorruption  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

5  Among  which  may  I  be  accepted  this  day 
before  thee,  as  a  fat  and  acceptable  sacrifice ; 
as  thou  the  true  God,  with  whom  is  no  false- 
hood, hast  both  before  ordained,  and  mani- 
fested unto  me,  and  also  hast  now  fulfilled  it. 

6  For  this,  and  for  all  things  else  I  praise 
thee,  I  bless  thee,  I  glorify  thee  by  the  eter- 
nal,' and  heavenly  high  priest,  Jesus  Christ  vSuutV 


tarp. 


thy  beloved  Son ;  with  whom  to  thee  *  and  !^ 
the  Holy  Ghost,  be  glory  both  now,  and  to  all  ^ 
succeeding  ages.  Amen. 

7  He  had  no   sooner  pronounced  aloud. 
Amen,  and  finished  his  prayer,  but  they  who 


the  H. 
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w^re  appointed  to  be  his  executioners,  lighted 
the  fire. 

8  And  when  the  flame  began  to  blaze  to  a 
very  great  height ;  behold  a  wonderful  mira- 
cle appeared  to  us  who  had  the  happiness  to 
see  it,  and  who  were  reserved  by  heaven  to 
report  to  others  what  had  happened. 

9  I'or  the  flame  making  a  kind  of  arch,  like 
the  sail  of  a  ship  filled  with  the  wind,  encom- 
passed, as  in  a  circle,  the  body  of  the  holy 
martyr. 

10  Who  stood  in  the  midst  of  it,  not  as  if 
his  flesh  were  burnt,  but  as  bread  that  is  bak- 
ed, or  as  gold  or  silver  glowing  in  the  fur- 
nace. 

11  Moreover,  so  sweet  a  smell  came  from 
it,  as  if  frankincense,  or  some  rich  spices 
had  been  smoking  there. 

12  At  length  when  those  wicked  men  saw 
that  his  body  could  not  be  consumed  by  the 
fire,  they  commanded  the  executioner  to  go 

Koa^orw.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  '^^^  dagger  in  him  ;" 
ulL^n^!     13  Which  being  accordingly  done,  there 
^jjjljj^  came  forth  so  great  a  quantity  of  blood"  as 
by  It  one  of  evcn  extiuffuished  the  fire,  and  raised  an  admi- 

tDe   Lance  ,  •      ^  n       i  i  •  ■  i 

ww^  ^ration  m  all  the  people,  to  consider  what  a 
J^«j^  diflference  there  was  between  the  infidels  and 
SSr:;    the  elect. 

^ew^ndof     14  One  of  which  this  great  martyr,  Poly- 

2^^^^- carp,  most  certainly  was  ;  being  in  our  times 

•  soBnee-  a  truly  apostolical  and  prophetical  teacher; 

"*■        and  bishop  of  the  Catholic  church  which  is  at 

Smyrna. 

15  For  every  word  that  went  out  of  his 
mouth  either  has  been  already  fulfilled,  or  in 
its  due  time  will  be  accomplished. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

How  his  remains  were  disposed  of. 

BUT  when  the  emulous,  and  envious,  and 
wicked  adversary  of  the  race  of  the  just,  saw 
the  greatness  of  his  martyrdom ;  and  con- 
sidered how  irreprehensible  his  conversation 
had  been  from  the  beginning ;  and  how  he 
was  now  crowned  with  the  crown  of  immor- 
tality. 

2  \  having  without  controversy  received  his 
reward ;  he  took  all  possible  care  that  not  the 
least  remainder  of  his  body  should  be  taken 
away  by  us,  although  many  desired  to  do  it, 
and  to  be  made  partakers  of  his  holy  flesh. 

3  And  to  that  end  he  suggested  it  to  Nice- 
tes,  the  father  of  Herod  and  brother  of  Alee, 
to  go  to  the  governor,  and  hinder  him  from 
giving  us  his  body  to  be  buried. 

4  Lest,  says  he,  "  forsaking  him  that  was 
crucified,  they  should  begin  to  worship  this 
Polycarp.'' 

5  And  this  he  said  at  the  suggestion  and 
instance  of  the  Jews  ;  who  also  watched  us, 
that  we  should  not  take  him  out  of  the  fire : 

6  Not  considering,  that  neither  is  it  possi- 
ble for  us  ever  to  forsake  Christ,  who  suffer- 
ed for  the  salvation  of  all  such  as  shall  be 
saved  throughout  the  whole  world,  the  right- 
eous/or the  ungodly;*  nor  worship  any  others  j^ ?•«.«»• 
besides  him. 

7  For  him,  indeed,  as  being  the  Son  of 
God,  we  do  adore :  but  for  the  martyrs,  we 
worthily  love  them,  as  the  disciples  and  fol- 
lowers of  our  Lord ;  and  upon  the  account  of 
their  exceeding  great  affection  towards  their 
master  and  their  king. 
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8  or  whom  may  we  also  be  made  compan- 
ions,  and  fellow  disciples. 

9  The  Centurion  therefore  seeing  the  con- 
tention of  the  Jews,  put  his  body  into  the 
midst  of  the  fire,  and  so  consumed  it 

10  After  which  we  taking  up  his  bonM, 
more  precious  than  the  richest  jewels,  and 
tried  above  gold,  deposited  them  where  it  wat 
fitting. 

11  Where  being  gathered  together  as  we 
have  opportunity,  with  joy  and  gladness,  the 
Lord  shall  grant  unto  us  to  celebrate  the  an- 
niversary of  his  martyrdom,  both  in  memory 
of  those  who  have  suffered,  and  for  the  exer- 
cise and  preparation  of  those  who  may  here- 
after suffer. 


CHAP.  IX. 

S  Polycarp   a  gloriont  marivr.     10   When  his  tofleriDgs  hap» 
poned.     i3  Conclusion. 

SUCH  was  the  passion  of  the  blessed  Po- 
lycarp,  who,  though  he  was  the  twelfth  of 
those  who,  together  with  those  of  Philadel- 
phia, suffered  martyrdom,  is  yet  alone  chiefly 
had  in  memory  of  all  men  : 

2  Insomuch  that  he  is  spoken  of  by  the 
very  Gentiles  themselves  in  every  place,  as 
having  been  not  only  an  eminent  teacher,  but 
also  a  glorious  martyr. 

3  Whose  death  all  desire  to  imitate,  as 
having  been  every  way  conformable  to  the 
Gospel  of  Christ. 

4  For  having  by  patience  overcome  the  un- 
just governor,  and  ao  received  the  crown  of 
immortality ; 

5  He  now,  together  with  the  Apostles,  «iid 
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all  other  righteous  men,  who  have  gone  be- 
fore, with  great  triumph,  glorifies  God  even 
the  Father,  and  blesses  our  Lord  the  governor 
both  of  our  souls  and  bodies; '  and  shepherd  J^vid.  oote- 
of  the  Catholic  church  which  is  over  all  the  ?  vet  Lai. 

,  Intel  pr. 

earth, 

6  Whereas  therefore  ye  desired  that  we 
would  at  large  declare  to  you  what  was  done; 
we  have  for  the  present  given  you  a  summary 
account  of  it  by  our  brother  Marcus  : 

7  Having  therefore  yourselves  read  this 
epistle,  you  may  do  well  to  send  it  forward  to 
the  brethren  that  are  farther  off;  that  they 
may  also  glorify  God  who  makes  such  choice 
of  his  own  servants, 

8  And  is  able  to  bring  all  of  us  by  his  grace 
and  help  to  his  eternal  kingdom,  through  his 
only  begotten  Son  Jesus  Christ;  to  whom  be 
glory,  and  honour,  and  power,  and  majesty, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

9  Salute  all  the  saints  ;  they  that  are  with 
us  salute  you  ;  and  Evarestus,  who  wrote  this 
epistle,  with  his  whole  house. 

10  Now  the  suffering  of  the  blessed  Poly- 
carp  was  the  second  day  of  the  present  month 
Xanthicus^  viz.  the  seventh  of  the  Calends  of 
May  ; "  being  the  great  Sabbath  about  tlie  Sth-Rtthw 

,        "^  ^  ^  April:  See 

flOUr.  Annol.  U»- 

11  He  was  taken   by   Herod,   Philip   the&'p"iilKm 
Trallian  being  high  priest ;  Statins  QuadratusViTian/ 
pro-consul;  but  our  Saviour  Christ  reigning** 

for  evermore  : 

12  To  him  be  honour,  glory,  majesty,  and 
an  eternal  throne,  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion. Amen. 

13  We  wish  you,  brethren,  all  happiness ; 
by  living  according  to  the  rule  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ :  with  whom,  glory  be  to  God 

18 
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the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  the  salra*- 
tion  of  his  chosen  saints. 

14  After  whose  example  the  blessed  Poly- 
carp  suffered;  at  whose  feet  may  we  be  found 
in  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ. 


AN  ADVERTISEMENT  RELATING  TO  THE 
FOREGOING  EPISTLE. 

This  epistle  was  transcribed  by  Caius  out 
of  the  copy  of  Irenseus,  the  disciple  of  Poly- 
carp  ;  wha  also  lived  and  conversed  with  Ire- 
naeus.  And  I  Socrates  transcribed  it  at  Co'- 
rinth,  out  of  the  copy  of  the  said  Caius.  Grace 

'iiiiMB  be  with  all.' 

i^li.'^*'  And  after  which,  I  Pionius,  again  wrote  it 
from  the  copy  before  mentioned  ;  having 
searched  it  out  by  the  revelation  of  Polycarp, 
who  directed  me  to  it ;  as  also  I  shall  declare 
in  what  follows  ;  having  gathered  these  things 
together,  now  almost  corrupted  through  pro- 
cess of  time ;  that  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  may 
also  gather  me  together  with  his  elect :  to 
whom,  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,, 
be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.   Amen. 
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A  DISCOURSE 

OONCERNDIO 

THE  CATHOLIC  EPISTLE  OF  ST.  BARNABAS. 

Why  the  pieces  that  follow  are  put  in  a  second  part,  separate  from 
the  foregoing.  The  history  of  St.  Barnabas,  chiefly  from  the  acts 
of  the  AposUes.  Of  his  name,  education  and  travels;  especially 
with  St.  Paul.  How  he  came  to  be  separated  from  that  Apostle. 
What  he  did  afterwards.  Of  his  death  ;  and  the  invention  of  his 
relics ;  and  of  the  Cyprian  privileges  established  on  that  account. 
Of  the  present  epistle — that  it  was  truly  written  by  St.  Barnabas. 
The  principal  objections  against  it  answered.  An  apology  for  its 
allegorical  interpretations  of  Scripture.  The  latter  part  of  it,  ori. 
ginally  belonging  to  this  epistle.  That  it  was  written  after  the  de- 
struction  of  Jerusalem.    The  design  and  usefulness  of  it. 

1.  When  I  first  entered  upon  the  design  of  publish- 
ing the  present  collection,  I  intended  to  have  here  put 
an  end  to  it ;  the  following  pieces  under  the  names  of 
Barnabas  and  Hermas,  together  with  the  second  epistle 
of  St  Clement ;  however  undoubtedly  very  ancient  and 
confessed  by  all  to  come  but  little,  if  any  thing,  short  of 
the  Apostolical  times ;  having  yet  neither  been  so  high- 
ly esteemed  among  the  ancients,  nor  so  generally  re- 
ceived by  many  of  the  present  times,  as  those  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned.  But  when  I  consider  the  deference 
which  others  among  the  primitive  Fathers  have  paid  to 
them,  and  the  value  which  is  still  put  upon  them  by  ma- 
ny, not  inferior  either  in  learning  or  piety  to  those  who 
fpeak  against  them ;  I  thought  I  could  not  better  satis- 
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fy  all  than  by  adding  them  in  a  second  part  to  the  fore- 
going epistles :  that  so,  both  they  who  have  a  jost  esteem 
for  them  might  not  complain  of  being  defrauded  of  any 
part  of  what  remains  of  the  Apostolical  writings  ;  and 
those  who  are  otherwise  minded  might  look  upon  them . 
as  standing  in  a  second  rank,  and  not  taking  place^ 
(which  otherwise  they  must  hate  dbne)  of  those  un- 
doubtedly genuine  and  admirable  discourses,  that  make 
up  the  former  part  of  this  work. 

2.  And  here  the  first  piece  that  occurs,  is  the  Catholic 

epistle  of  St.  Barnabas,  the  companion  of  St.  Paul,  and 

disciple  of  our  Saviour  Christ ;  being  generally  esteem- 

USSat^^  ed  to  have  been  one  of  the  seventy  ^  that  were  chose  by 

''vMtot  ^  him ;  however  our  countryman,  Bede,  «  calls  the  ver- 


SpHuLk,  diet  of  antiquity  in  question  as  to  this  matter,  upon  this 
'IB  AvLir.^"^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^'  Luke,  Acts  iv.  seemeth  to  intimate 
that  he  first  came  to  the  Apostles  after  the  ascension  of 
our  Lord,  and  then  embraced  the  Christian  faith.  To 
this  it  may  be  added,  that  he  is  there  called  a  Levite  %f 
Cyprusy  not  one  of  the  seventy  disciples^  which  would 
have  been  much  more  for  his  honour  to  have  been  men- 
tioned. The  mistake  of  Clemens  Alexandrinu?,  &c.  if 
it  were  one,  seems  to  have  arisen  from  hence,  that  Joseph 
Barsabas,  or  as  other  manuscripts  have  it,  Joses  Barna- 
bas, the  competitor  of  St.  Matthias,  Acts  i.  (tis  on  the 
contrary  some  nwiuuscripts,  Acts  iv.  have  Joseph  Barsa- 
bas)  who  probably  was  of  the  seventy  as  well  as  Ma<5- 
thias,  was  confounded  by  them  with  our  BarnalKis  ;  of 
whom,  whatever  beconoes  as  to  his  discipleship,  we  are 
sure,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  by  St.  Luke  has  lefl  us  this 
advantageous  character  of  him.  Acts  xi.  24.  That  he 
was  a  good  many  ftdl  of  faith y  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

3.  It  is  not  my  design  to  enter  on  any  long  accomH 
of  the  life  of  a  person  so  largely  spoken  of  in  the  Hdy 
Scriptures,  and  of  whom  little  certaia  can  be  written,  be- 
sides what  is  there  recorded.    His  couBtry  was  Cyprus^ 
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m&mous  idand  ia  the  MediterraneaD  sea,  where  there 
inhabited  Id  those  days  so  great  a  number  of  Jews,  that 
in  the  time  of  Trajan^  they  conspired  against  the  Gren-c^JJ^ 
tiles,  and  slew  of  them  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  "*°*  *"• 
men.>     Upon  which  being  cast  out  of  the  Isle,  they  were  J^jyj; 
never  suffered  upon  any  account  to  set.  foot  again  in  it,  »»«.fcc. 
Bpon  pain  of  death. 

4.  His  name  was  at  first  Joses,  but  by  the  Apostles 
changed  into  Barnabas,  which  being  interpreted,  says 
St.  Luke,  is  the  son  of  consolation  ;  and,  as  we  may 
conjecture  from  the  place  where  it  is  first  mentioned,*  Jt^**"  *^  *• 
was  given  him  by  the  Apostles  as  an  honourable  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  charity,  in  selling  his  whcde  estate 

for  the  relief  of  the  poor  Christians  ;  and  upon  the  ac- 
count of  that  consolation  which  they  received  thereby. 

5.  His  first  education,  *  Metaphrastes  tells  us  was  ^^^o^^StJUH' 
the  feet  of  Gamaliel ;  by  whom  he  was  instructed,  to-  Jj^jj^ 
gether  with  St.  Paul :  which  perhaps  moved  that  gr^t  ^p-J*'^ 
Apostle  upon  his  conversion  to  apply  himself  to  him,  as  "*♦  ■■■•  ■ 
the  properest  person  to  introduce  him  into  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  other  Apostles,  and  afterwards  to  embrace 

him  as  his  chief  friend  and  fellow  labourer  in  the  work 
of  the  Gospel.  For  they  are  both  mentionedt  to  havetAotoii. «. 
taught  much  people  at  Antioch ;  and  that  for  a  whole 
year  together  :  and  in  the  13th  chapter  are  numbered 
among  the  prophets  and  teachers  of  the  Christian  church 
there,  ver.  7,  where  we  read  that  they  did  XuXwpyuv  rtt  icv^», 
which  some  in  a  special  manner  interpret  of  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  holy  Eucharist  Here  then  we  find  them 
both  by  teaching  and  administering  that  blessed  sacra- 
ment, discharging  the  work  of  a  priest  or  presbyter,  as 
we  now  understand  that  word.  But  they  still  wanted 
the  apostolical  character.  By  virtue  of  which  they  might 
do  that  ordinarily,  which  as  prophets,  they  could  only 
do  ini  extraordinary  cases,  and  by  an  express  direction 
ef  the  Holy  Spirit  ]  namely,  found  churches,  and  ordain 
Elders  or  Bishops  in  every  place.    This  dignity  there- 

18» 
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fore  we  are  told  they  now  received,  by  the  laying  on  of 

the  hands  of  the  other  three  prophets  there  mentioned ; 

namely,  Simeon  Niger,  laicius  of  Gyrene,  and  Mana- 

•  Aciiitti.3.gQ«     ^jjj  fj^^j^  thenceforth  not  only  their  title  was 

t  AM  iiT.4,  changed,  (they  being  afterwards  called  "Apostles,!)  but 
they  exercised  another  sort  of  power ;  ordaining  Ciders 
in  every  church,  ver.  23.  Thus  was  Barnabas,  to- 
gether with  St  Paul,  first  a  teacher  and  a  prophet,  then 
consecrated  to  be  a  Bishop  or  on  Apostle ;  according  to 
the  order  which  our  Lord  himself  had  appointed,  that 
there  should  be  in  his  church,  first.  Apostles ;  secondly, 

iioor.xu.  Prophets;  thirdly,  teachers.!  Which  those  therefore 
would  do  well  to  consider  who  thrust  themselves  at  once 
into  the  highest  station,  and  full  power  of  the  church ; 
not  allowing  distinct  degrees  of  the  same,  nor  by  conse- 
quence successive  ordinations,  or  consecrations  to  it. 
Whereas  St.  Paul,  though  he  were  called  to  be  an  Apos- 

^Gakti.    jj^  jj^  (jy  jy^j^jj^  ^J^^  ^y  jegiig  Christ  himself,^  was  yet 

consecrated  to  be  an  Apostle  by  the  ordinary  form  of  im^ 
position  of  hands ;  after  he  had  preached  in  the  church 
for  some  time  before. 

6.  How  these  two  Apostles  travelled  together,  and 
what  they  did  in  the  discharge  of  their  ministry,  is  al 

If^.**"'  ^^^S^  ^^  ^^^"  ^'^  '^y  ^^  ^^^^  i*i  the  Acts  II  of  the  Apos- 
tles, and  by  St.  Paul  himself  in  his  epistle  to  the  Gala- 
tians,  (c.  ii.)  in  which  we  have  the  history  of  men  truly 
jconcerned  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel ;  and  despt- 
sing  not  only  their  ease,  but  their  very  lives  themselves 
in  comparison  of  it.  Many  a  weary  journey  did  they 
take,  and  danger  did  they  run  :  they  preached  in  iht 
day,  and  when  they  had  so  done,  they  wrought  with 
^  their  own  hands  in  the  night  for  their  subsistence ;  that 
so  they  might  not  be  burthensome  to  any,  nor  seem  to 
seek  their  own  advantage,  but  the  profit  of  those  to  whom 
they  tendered  the  Gospel 

7.  Among  other  countries  to  which  they  went,  w« 
are  told  that  one  of  the  first  was  Cyprus,  the  native  isl* 
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and  of  St.  Barnabas :  and  that  not  of  their  own  motion, 
but  by  the  express  order  and  appointment  of  tlie  Holy 
Ghost.  How  they  prevailed  there,  and  by  what  mira- 
cles they  made  way  for  the  conversion  of  it,  first  at  Sala- 
mis,  then  at  Pnphos,  we  are  at  large  informed  by  St. 
Luke.*  From  thence  they  fetched  a  pretty  large  com- *  ^^*"  **"• 
pass  through  the  lesser  Asia  ;  and  having  wiih  various 
success  preached  to  several  cities  of  it,  after  about  three 
years  travel,  ^  they  again  returned  to  Antioch  in  Syria,  c,^Jj2\inja, 
the  place  from  which  they  first  set  out.  Jon^^Annil 

8.  Here  they  tarried  a  considerable  space,  in  a  sedu-^"^^^^ 
lous  discharge  of  their  ministry :  till  some  controversies 
arising  between  the  Jewish  and  the  Gentile  converts, 

they  were  obliged  for  the  better  composing  of  them,  to 

go  up  to  Jerusalem  ;  where  a  final  end  was  put  to  them, 

by  a  Synod ical  decree  P  of  the  Apostles  and  Elders  ^'^^^^^^^ 

sembled  together  for  that  purpose.  "• 

9.  With  joy  they  returned  to  their  disciples  at  Anti- 
och, and  brought  the  determination  of  that  divine  Synod 
unto  them.  But  it  was  not  long  ere  Sl  Peter  coming 
down  after  them,  a  little  abated  their  satisfaction,  whilst 
to  please  the  Jewish  converts  he  dissembled  his  Chris- 
tian liberty ,t  and,  as  St.  Paul  complains,  led  Barnabas  {f  *lj''  "' 
also  into  the  same  dissimulation  with  him. 

10.  And  here  St.  Paul  had  occasion,  first  of  all,  to  re- 
prove St.  Barnabas ;  which  he  did  with  great  freedom, 
for  his  unseasonable  compliance.  But  it  was  not  very 
long  before  he  had  another  occasion  offered  for  a  worse 
contention  with  him.     For  the  next  year  these  two  holy 

men'  having  agreed  to  take  a  new  progress  together,' Acta xv.se. 
and  to  visit  the  churches  which  they  had  planted  in  Asia  l.  Pcareon. 

,     ^  ^  ,  /.,.,.  mi.  Uwerlui. 

some  years  before  ;  Barnabas  was  for  takmg  his  cousm 
Mark  again  with  them,  but  St.  Paul  would  not  consent 
to  it, because  that  in  their  former  travels  he  had  too  much 
consulted  his  own  ease  and  safety,  and  left  them  at 
Pamphylia,  in  the  midst  of  their  journey.J  t  Acuxtu. 

11.  Being  both  resolute  in  their  opinions,  the  one  to 
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take  Mark,  his  kiDsmaD,  with  him,  the  other  not  to  yield 
to  it ;  they  not  only  came  to  some  sharp  words  with 
each  other  about  it,  but  went  their  several  ways,  Barna- 
bas with  Mark  to  Cyprus,  and  Paul  with  Silas  into  Sy- 
MctiXT.  36,  ria  and  Cilicia.*  Thus  after  a  joint  labour  in  their  min- 
istry for  almost  fourteen  years,  were  these  two  excellent 
men,  by  a  small  punctilio,  separated  from  each  other : 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  intending  hereby  to  shew  us,  that 
the  best  Christians  are  still  subject  to  the  same  infirmi- 
ties with  other  men  ;  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  ei- 
ther too  much  exalted  in  the  conceit  of  their  own  piety, 
or  to  despise  others  whom  they  suppose  to  be  less  perfect 
than  themselves. 

12.  Nor  was  it  a  small  benefit  which  firom  hence  ac- 
crued not  only  to  the  Church,  which  thereby  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  these  two  great  men  much  more  in  their 
separate  labours,  than  if  they  had  continued  stiU  togeth- 
er, but  particularly  to  St.  Mark  ;  who  being  by  the  se- 
verity of  St.  Paul  brought  to  a  deep  sense  of  his  former 
indifference  in  the  work  of  the  Gospel,  and  yet,  not  left 
by  St.  Barnabas  to  give  way  to  any  desperate  resolutions 
thereupon  ;  became  afterwards  a  most  usefiil  minist^ 
of  Christ,  and  deserved  not  only  to  be  made  again  the 
companion  of  St.  Paul,  Coloss.  iv.  10,  but  to  receive  a 
very  high  testimony  of  his  zeal  firom  him,  2  Tim.  iv.  11. 
So  well  does  the  wisdom  of  God  know  how  to  turn  the 
infinnities  of  men  to  his  own  glory,  and  to  the  good  of 
those  who  serve  him  with  an  honest  and  upright  heart ! 

13.  What  became  of  St.  Barnabas  after  this,  and 
whither  he  went,  is  very  uncertain.  Some  tell  us,  that 
from  Cyprus  he  went  on  to  Rome,  and  preslched  the 

9  Rflooffnit  Gospel  there,  even  before  St  Peter  came  thither,  y  But 
SiuSnf  ^i  though  Baronius  can  by  no  means  allow  of  this,  yet  is 
5i!ii5ll!«;  he  ccmtent  that  Barnabas  should  be  thought  to  have 
•d  Mwt^  come  thither  after  him.  At  least  this  he  pretends  to  be 
5^  '""*  without  dispute, » that  St.  Barnabas  came  into  Italy,  and 
ilJuram^M.  preached  the  Gospel  in  Liguria,  where  he  founded  the 
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iainous  Ohurch  of  Itfilao,  as  from  maoy  ancient  rnonu- 
meats  and  writers,  says  hfi,  might  he  made  to  appear ; 
though  at  the  same  time  he  produces  not  ona  testimony 
in  proof  of  it  I  shall  therefore  conclude,  until  I  am 
better  informed,  that  St.  Barnabas  spent  the  remains  of 
his  life  in  converting  his  own  countrymen  the  Jews  ;  of 
which,  as  I  have  before  observed,  there  were  such  vast 
numbers  in  that  Island,  and  for  whom  we  cannot  but 
think  he  must  have  had  a  very  tender  regard.  Or  if  we 
suppose  him  to  have  gone  any  fiirther,  I  presume  it  was 
only  into  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  Lesser  4aia  and 
Judea,  where  he  had  before  preached ;  or  at  farthest  in^ 
to  Egypt,  »  where  some  tell  us  he  went,  and  consecrated  '^Zjl^^jl^ 
his  nephew  St.  Mark,  the  first  Bishop  of  the  Christian  ^^^t^ 
Church  at  Alexandria. 

14.  And  in  this  opinion  I  am  confirmed  from  the 
consideration  of  his  Epistle  which  I  have  here  subjoin- 
ed: which  seems  manifestly  to  have  been  designed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Jews ;  and  to  shew  how  all  the  parts 
of  their  law  had  a  farther  spiritual  meaning  than  what 
at  first  sight  appeared,  and  were  designed  to  lead  them  to 
the  faith  and  piety  ot  the  Gospel. 

15.  In  this  exercise  therefore  he  most  likely  spent  his 

life  ;  and  if  we  may  credit  the  relation  of  the  Monk  ^  in  *  Aiexwidr. 

Mcmicb. 

Surius,  who  writes  the  Acts  of  this  holy  Evangelist,  at  Encwa.  Bar- 
last  suffered  mart]nrdom  in  the  prosecution  of  it ;  being 
at  the  instigation  of  certain  Jews  that  came  from  Syria 
to  Salamis,  shut  up  in  a  synagogue  where  he  was  dispu* 
ting  with  them,  and  at  night  stoned  by  them.   ,  What 
truth  there  is  in  this  story  I  cannot  tell ;  but  this  I  must 
observe,  which  even  Baronius  ^  himself  is  forced  to  ac<  c  Baron.  Ac- 
knowledge, that  there  is  nothing  of  this  kind  to  be  metnlmrSJw'  ^^' 
with  in  any  ancient  author ;  nor  does  either  Eusebius  or 
St.  Jerome,  <J  where  they  treat  expressly  of  this  holy  ^*«roo.de 
man,  so  much  as  once  give  the  title  of  martyr  to  him.    Bvaab. 

16.  But  whatever  was  the  manner  of  St  Barnabas' 
death,  yet  famous  is  the  story  of  the  indention  of  his 
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*  2^^^  relics,  delivered  by  the  same  Monk ;  who,  as  Baronius® 
^^  tells  us,  lived  at  the  same  time  under  Zeno  the  Emperor ; 
/Id.  AnnoLaad  Confirmed  by  the  concurrent  testimonies ^  of  Theb- 
^MB.  Jon.   donis,  Nicephorus,  Cedrenus,  Sigebert,  Marianus  Scotus 

and  others.     With  what  ceremony  this  was  performed, 
and  how  this  blessed  Saint  appeared  twice  to  Anthemi- 
us,  then  Bishop  of  Salamis,  in  order  to  the  discovery  of 
his  own  relics  ;  and  how  the  Emperor  commanded  a 
stately  Church  to  be  built  over  the  place  of  his  burial ;  I 
shall  leave  it  to  those  who  are  fond  of  such  stories,  to 
^ABng.      read  at  large  in  Baronius  8  and  the  Monk  ^  whom  I  be- 
rfumTjui?"'^^^^  mentioned.     It  will  be  of  more  concern  to  take  no- 
fvld*  lie    ^'^  ^^^^  Nilus  >  Doxapater  tells  us,  that  this  very  thing 
25^3rn«vtr.  ^ag  ^[j^  ground    of   the  Cyprian  privileges :   where, 
^^'^        speaking  of  certain  provinces  that  depended  not  upon 
any  of  the  greater  Patriarchats,  he  instances  first  of  all 
in  Cyprus  ;  which,  says  he,  continues  free,  and  is  sub- 
ject to  none  of  the  Patriarchs,  because  of  the  Apostle 
Barnabas  being  found  in  it.     And  the  same  is  the  ac^ 
*JJ*j  E©-   count  which  Nicephorus  ^  also  gives  us  of  it ;  and  which 
^Si  Le      ^^^  assigned  before  both  in  the  Notitia  i  ascribed  to  Leo, 
JJjjM^  as  I  find  it  quoted  by  Monsieur  Le  Moyne,  in  his  preface 
Var.Mcr.     to  his  late  collection  of  several  ancient  pieces  relating  to 
ecclesiastical  antiqmty. 

17.  Together  with  his  body  was  found,  says  Alexan- 

•  Alex.  Bfo-  der,  ^  the  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew,  written  in  the  Hebrew 

naeli.  loo.  . 

duL  Bo  tongue,  lying  upon  his  breast ;  but  Nilus  »  says,  that  of 
j^^<wCo^  his  kinsman  St.  Mark.  Which  of  the  two  it  was,  or 
P-J5*-  1  whether  any  thin&f  of  all  this  were  more  than  a  mere 
•p.  inter  story,  coutrived  by  Anthemius  to  get  the  better  of  Peter, 
"»•  Patriarch  of  Antioch,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  determine. 

!l5k!c°ra  T  ^^  ^  enough  that  we  are  assured  that  by  this  means  <>  he 
not  only  preserved  his  privileges  against  Peter,  but  got 
his  See  confirmed  by  the  Emperor  as  an  independent 
See  ;  which  was  also  afterwards  again  done  by  Justini- 
an, at  the  instigation  of  the  Empress  Theodora  who  was 
herself  a  Cypij^. 
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18.  But  to  return  to  that  which  is  more  poperly  the 
business  of  these  reflections.     It  does  not  appear  that 
SL  Barnabas  left  any  more  in  writing  than  the  Epistle 
I  hate  here  subjoined.    Some  indeed  there  were  who 
thought  that  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  was  written  by 
hind.     TertullianP  confidently  quotes  it  as  his.    NorJ^J^Jl^ 
does  St.  Hierome  <i  censure  him  for  it,  but  leaves  it  as  a  7  d«  seript. 
doubt  whether  it  should  be  ascribed  to  him  or  to  St.  Luke,  fSSSx  ^  ^ 
St  Clement  or  St  Paul ;  though  he  seems  rather  to  in- 
cline to  St  Paul     But  that  this  is  a  mistake,  and  that 
St  Paul  was  indeed  the  author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  He- 
brews, has  been  very  largely  and  learnedly  proved  by  Dr. 
Mills  in  his  Prolegomena  to  the  New  Testament,  so  as 
to  put  that  matter  beyond  all  doubt.     As  for  the  present 
Epistle,  it  is  certain  that  several  of  the  ancient  Fathers 
took  it  to  be  undoubtedly  of  St.  Barnabas'  writing.    Cle- 
ment Alexandrinus '  quotes  it  as  such  both  in  his  Stro- «-  vid.  oom- 
mata  yet  extant,  and  in  his  lost  books  of  Hypotyposes,  ▼.  pp. 
as  is  remarked  by  Eusebius  >  in  his  Ecclesiastical  Histo-'  ecci.  Hist, 
ry.     Origen  *  calls  it  the  CathoUc  Epistle  of  Barnabas,  t  uh.  1.  coo> 


without  the  least  intimation  of  any  doubt  about  it,  as  he '''  ^ 
uses  to  give  when  he  quoteth  other  Apocryphal  books ;  as 
those  of  Hermas,  of  which  we  shall  say  more  hereafter. 
Others  indeed  of  the  Fathers  seem,  if  not  to  have  denied 
that  this  Epistle  was  written  by  Barnabas  the  Apostle, 
yet  at  least  to  have  doubted  it     Eusebius »  reckons  it*'i'oe.cttM. 
among  the  Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament  which  were 
received  by  some,  and  contradicted  by  others.    St  Je- 
rome <  reckons  it  among  the  Apocryphal  books,  which  .CM^of. 
were  not  put  into  the  Canon  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  upon  dSf.***'  Sf 
the  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  their  authors,  and  con-  JUJJ;  ^ 
sequently  of  their  infallible  authority. 

19.  Which  being  so,  I  cannot  but  wonder  at  some  in 
our  own  times,  who,  without  any  better  grounds,  peremp- 
torily pronounce  it  to  be  none  of  St  Barnabas' :  whereas 
of  the  ancient  Ecclesiastical  writers  who  lived  much 
nearer  the  age  of  our  author,  some  positively  affirmed  it; 
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and  thougli  others  doubted  it,  yet  none  pAainfy  denied 
it*;  at  least  it  does  not  appear  that  afay  did  so.    Ahd  of 
Tb  Biiraab**'*  ^^^  Cotekriusy  deems  to  have  b^n  sendMe ;  who  thou^ 
^*  ■•  ^'       he  did  tiot  care  to  ascribe  it  to  the  Bamabto  of  whotn  wc 
are  how  discoursing,  yet  was  forced  to  suppose  thai 
dome  other  Barnabas  wrote  it ;  without  which  he  saw 
there  could  be  tio  way  of  answering  the  concurrent  ver- 
dict of  all  anticfuity,  which  has  universatlly  agreed  in 
Barnfabas  as  the  author  of  it.    Bat  who  this  other  Bar^ 
nabas  was,  or  that  in  those  times  there  was  any  such 
person,  he  pretends  not  to  tell  us ;  and  they  who  ascribe 
it  to  Barnabas,  expressly  speak  of  hhn  as  the  same  of 
^JS^HjJ^;whom  I  have  hitherto  been  discoursing.* 
to.cS2Sr     20.  But  of  all  others,  most  unaccountable  is  the  fancy 
vJiTsSr  is  <>f  Monsieur  Le  Moyne*  concerning  the  author  of  this 
Poiyearpo.    Eplstle.    He  had  observed  that  in  several  Greek  manu- 
dcripis  it  was  immediately  continaed  on  with  that  of  St 
Polycarp ;  and  from  this  he  concludes  the  two  Epistles 
to  have  been  written  by  St.  Polycarp :  whereas  in  truth, 
by  some  chance  in  the  copy  from  which  the  rest  were 
transcribed,  a  few  leaves  were  lost,  containing  the  end 
of  St.  Polycarp's,  and  the  beginning  of  St.  Barnabas' 
Epistles ;  by  which  means  the  Greek  of  both  is  imper- 
fect.    But  all  the  Latin  coptes  constaftitly  ascribing  this 
letter  to  Barnabas,  and  the  ancient  Fathers  all  agreeing 
to  the  same,  utterly  destroy  this  opinion ;  in  which,  as 
he  had  none  to  go  before  him,  so  I  believe  he  will  scarcely 
JJ[»^^T«it-„ieet  with  any  to  foHow  him.* 

£??"fe»;  21.  Nor  are  the  arguments  which  they  bring  against 
toftdkoSm!  ^  authority  of  it,  of  such  moment  as  to  overthrow  the 
8.  BanMb.  p,  constant  testimonies  of  the  ancients  in  its  behalf.  They 
nol^bm-^''  use  first^  that  it  is  evident  from  the  16th  chapter  of 
,5r«if-iJ^;thi3  Epistle,  that  it  was  written  after  the  destruction  of 
SS^L^ilT  Jerusalem.  But  why  may  not  Barnabas  have  been  then 
ii^pJSj!Kving,  as  well  as  we  are  sure  St.  John  and  seteral  oth- 
jDo.  ad  vir.  g^  ^f  Qj^  companions  of  the  Apostles  were  ?  And  if  he 
may  have  been  living  after  it,  i^hy  may  we  iM  stppddt 
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that  he  was,  as  well  as  tbey  that  he  was  not?  seeing  it 
does  not  appear  from  the  testimony  of  any  ancient  writer 
when  he  died. 

22.  But  secondly,*  they  argue  farther  against  it :   fot  ti^^Bam. 
if  this,  say  they,  be  the  genuine  Epistle  of  St.  Barnabas,  5>iawd!u 
how  comes  it  to  pass  that  it  is  not  received  as  canonical  ?  ISumTv^T 
Certainly  had  the  primitive  Christians  believed  it  to  have  **^'' 
been  written  by  such  a  man,  they  would  without  contro- 

verey  have  placed  it  among  the  sacred  writings,  and  not 
have  censured  it  as  of  doubtful  authority.  This  is  indeed 
a  very  specious  pretence,  but  which  being  a  little  exam- 
ined will  be  found  to  have  no  strength  in  it :  it  being 
certain  that  the  primitive  Fathers  «  did  own  this  for  St.  JJ^^j^^^**  jj 
Barnabas'  Epistle,  and  yet  not  receive  it  into  their  canon ;  ^^^'  p*  •• 
and  therefore  that  it  does  not  follow,  that  had  they  be- 
lieved it  to  have  been  his,  they  must  have  esteemed  it 
canonical. 

23.  *  What  rules  they  had,  or  by  what  measure  they  IfiJ^nf^iJ; 
proceeded,  in  those  times,  in  judging  of  the  canonical  ^"thJ*ie»ra! 
Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament,  it  is  not  necessary  gJiSi^^.' 
for  me  here  to  inquire.     It  is  enough  that  we  know  what "'  ^^'  ^  ^' 
books  the  church  did  at  last  agree  in  as  coming  under 

that  character :  and  for  the  rest,  as  we  cannot  doubt  but 
that  there  was  a  due  care  taken  in  examining  into  a  mat- 
ter of  such  importance,  and  that  those  primitive  Fathers 
did  not  without  very  good  reason  distinguish  those  that 
were  written  by  divine  inspiration,  from  those  that  were 
not ;  so  we  are  very  sure  that  all  was  not  admitted  by 
them  into  the  rank  of  canonical  scripture  that  was  writ- 
ten by  any  ApostoUcal  man ;  and  therefore  that  it  can 
be  no  good  argument,  that  Barnabas  was  not  the  author 
of  this  Epistle,  because  it  is  not  placed  among  the  sacred 
writings  of  the  New  Testament  ^  ^^^  ^^ 

!i4.  But  there  is  one  objection  more,  and  that  niuch*f^™Jj^ 
insisted  upon  by  those  who  are  enemies  to  this  Epistle.^  ^J^^  gjjj; 
They  tell  us  it  is  full  of  a  strsmge  sort  of  allegorical  inter-  L?MoSii^' 
pretations  of  holy  Scripture,  and  therefore  unworthy  tOgJ^,"^"' 
19 
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be  fathered  upon  so  evangelical  an  author.  And  yet 
notwithstanding  this,  we  find  Clemens  Alexandrinus 
and  Origen,  Eusebius  and  St.  Jerome  (some  of  the  great- 
est and  most  learned  critics  of  those  ages  that  were  the 
nearest  to  the  time  in  which  it  was  written)  not  doubting 
to  ascribe  it  to  St.  Barnabas,  and  to  think  it  worthy  toa 
of  such  an  author. 

25.  I  need  not  say  how  general  a  way  this  was  of  in- 
terpreting scripture,  in  the  time  that  St.  Barnabas  Uved^ 
To  omit  Origen,  who  has  been  noted  as  excessive  in  it ; 
^iJ^l^bji  and  for  whom  a  learned  man  «f  has  very  lately  made  a 
^|^,"*P* reasonable  apology:  who  has  ever  shewn  a  more  diflfu- 
sive  knowledge  than  Clemens  Alexandrinus  has  done 
in  all  his  composures.     And  yet  in  his  works  we  find 
the  very  same  method  taken  of  interpreting  the  holy 
Scriptures,  and  that  without  any  reproach  either  to  his 
learning  or  to  his  judgment     What  author  has  there 
been  more  generally  applauded  for  his  admirable  piety, 
than  the  other  Clement,  w  hose  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians 
*  vid-Annot.  I  have  here  inserted  ?     And  yet  even  in  that  plain  piece  ^ 
sSSab.  p.   we  meet  with  more  than  one  instance  of  the  same  kind 

310 

of  interpretation,  which  was  nevertheless  admired  by  the 
best  and  most  primitive  Christians. 
<seeucor.x.     26.  Eveu  St.  Paul »  himself,  in  his  epistles  received 

1,4.  Gal.  iv. 

21.  Ephea.  v.  by  US  as  canonical,  aflbrds  us  not  a  few  instances  of  this 
8,i3,«4.x.i;which  is  so  much  found  fault  with  in  St.  Barnabas,  as 
I  might  easily  make  appear  from  a  multitude  of  passages 
out  of  them,  were  it  needfiil  for  me  to  enlarge  myself  on 
a  point,  which  every  one  who  has  read  the  Scriptures 
with  any  care,  cannot  but  have  observed. 

27.  Now  that  which  makes  it  the  less  to  be  wondered 
criTdu  vItI^'  in  St.  Barnabas  is,  that  the  Jews,^  of  which  number 
iay4u.ciiip.he  was  himself  originally  one,  and  to  whom  he  wrote, 
had  of  a  long  time  been  wholly  addicted  to  this  way  of 
interpreting  the  law,  and  taught  men  to  search  out  a 
spiritual  meaning  for  almost  all  the  ritual  commands  and 
ceremonies  of  it.     This  is  plain  fi-om  the  account  which 
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Aristeas^  has  left  us  of  the  rules  which  Eleazer  the  high  ^^.b!*  p^^ 
priest,  to  whom  Ptolemy  sent  for  a  copy  of  the  Mosaical  "'/jf  cI^'q.*' 
law,  gave  him  for  the 'understanding  of  it.  When  it 
being  objected  to  him,  "  that  their  legislator  seemed  td 
be  too  curious  in  little  matters,  such  as  the  prohibition* 
of  meats  and  drinks,  and  the  like,  for  which  there  ap- 
peared no  just  reason ;  he  shewed  him  at  large,  that  there 
was  a  farther  hidden  design  in  it,  than  what  at  first  sight 
appeared ;  and  that  these  outward  ordinances  were  but 
as  so  many  cautions  to  them  against  such  vices  as  were 
principally  meant  to  be  forbidden  by  them."  And  then 
goes  on  to  explain  this  part  of  the  law,  after  the  same 
manner  that  Barnabas  has  done  in  the  following  Epis- 
tle. 

28.  But  this  is  not  all ;  Eusebius  ">  gives  us  another  gJ^'J^ub 
instance  to  confirm  this  to  us,  viz.  of  Aristobulus,  who  J}^;  ^'  ^®  P' 
lived  at  the  same  time,  and  delivered  the  Uke  spiritual 
meaning  of  the  law  that  Eleazer  had  done  before.    And 

that  this  was  still  continued  among  the  Hellenistical 
Jews,  is  evident  from  the  account  that  is  left  us  by  one 
of  them,  who  was  contemporary  with  St.  Barnabas,  and 
than  whom  none  has  been  more  famous  for  this  way  of 
writing ;  I  mean  Philo,°  in  his  description  of  the  Thera- "  Apud  e» 
peutffi ;  whether  the  same  whom  m  the  begmnmg  of  his  cie«.  ub.  n.c 
boeko  he  calls  by  the  name  of  Essenes,  as  Scallis^erp^'DeYJt.c^n 

•^  '  ^  (cmpl.  p.  889. 

supposes ;  or  a  particular  sect  of  Jews,  as  Valesius  ^  will  ^s^*^«-  <*« 
have  it ;  or  lastly,  a  kind  of  Monkish  converts  from Juda- Temper,  iib. 
ism  to  Christianity,  as  Eusebius  «■  described  them,  and  J^J^^y^Eu^b 
as  some  other  learned  men"  seem  rather  to  conjecture.  IjJ^^ci^p 
But  whatever  becomes  of  this,  herein  they  all  agree,  [j^^Jf-^  ^ 
that  they  were  originally  Jews ;  and  therefore  we  niay  J^^;^^^!' 
be  sure  they  followed  the  same  method  of  interpreting  Thel!il^ut  ^ 
scripture  that  the  Alexandrian  Jews  were  wont  to  do.      ^Men.p.isa, 

29.  Now  the  account  which  Eusebius^  from  Pbilo,  H^i'^iea 
gives  us  of  them,  is  this.     "  Their  leaders,  says  he,  left^^b/'P 
them  many  ancient  writings  of  their  notions,  clothed  in 
Allegories."    And  again ;  «  "  they  interpret  the  Holy  b.'^^*  *** 
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Scriptures,  viz.  of  the  Old  Testament,  Allegorically." 
For  you  must  know,  continues  he,  "  that  they  liken  the 
law  to  an  animal ;  the  words  of  which  make  up  the 
body,  but  the  hidden  sense  which  lies  under  them,  and 
is  not  seen,  that  they  think  to  be  the  soul  of  it."  And 
*  Brtino  de  this  was  that  which  a  late  learned  author  ^  supposes  ren- 

Therap.  p.     j         ,      ,     .  .  ^.     .     .       .  i 

193.  dered  their  conversion  to  Christianity  the  more  easy. 

For  being  used  to  seek  out  the  spiritual  meaning  of  the 
law,  they  more  readily  embraced  the  Gospel,  than  those 
who  looked  no  further  than  the  outward  letter,  and  were 
therefore  the  harder  to  be  persuaded  to  come  over  to  so 
spiritual  an  institution. 

30.  It  was  from  hence,  I  suppose,  that  the  most  ear- 
ly heretics  were  so  wedded  to  their  mystical  interpreta- 
tions of  Scripture,  and  so  much  valued  themselves  upon 
the  account  of  them ;  against  whose  false  and  impure 

Amffirto*  ^^^"'^^t  o^r  1^^  great  critic.  Dr.  Hammond,  y  sup- 

Diairt  I  ^*  poses  St.  Barnabas  to  have  principally  designed  his 

d??."i.  ?u.'$  ^P^stle  ;  and  therefore  that  being  to  deal  with  men  who 

^•*-  valued  nothing  but  such  kind  of  expositions,  he  was 

forced  to  confute  them  in  their  own  way  ;  both  as  most 

suitable  to  their  manners,  and  most  proper  either  to 

convince  them  of  their  errors,  or  at  least  to  prevent 

others,  especially  the  Jewish  converts,  from  falling  into 

them. 

31.  Hut  whether  this  were  so  or  no,  thus  much  is 
evident  from  what  has  been  said  ;  that  the  Hellenistical 
Jews,  to  whom  it  is  most  probable  St.  Barnabas  addres- 
sed his  epistle^  were  altogether  used  to  this  way  of  in- 
terpreting the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  therefore  howso- 
ever it  may  appear  to  us,  who  are  so  utterly  unaccus- 
tomed to  it,  yet  we  ought  not  to  wonder  that  St  Barna- 
bas, who  was  himself  a  Jew,  should  at  such  a  time,  and 
upon  such  an  occasion  as  this,  make  use  of  it ;  or  sup- 
pose it  at  all  unworthy  of  him  so  to  do. 

32.  Nor  indeed  were  they  the  Jews  only  that  led  the 
holy  men  in  those  days  into  these  mystical  expositions 
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of  the  sacred  Scriptures.  Even  the  Gentile  philoso- 
phers conduced  towards  it ;  whilst  the  better  to  cover 
over  the  fabulous  stories  of  their  gods,  which  they  saw 
were  too  ridiculous  to  be  maintained ;  they  explained 
the  whole  system  of  their  idolatry  by  allegorical  analo* 
gies,  and  shewed  all  the  poetical  accounts  of  them  to  be 
only  the  outside  shadows  of  a  sort  of  natural  theology 
included  under  those  fictions.  Thus  Heraclides  of  Pon- 
tus  wrote  a  whole  book  of  the  allegories  of  Homer  :  *«t*umi; 
and  Metrodorus  of  Lampsacus»  is  fallen  foul  upon  byJ^^S.f?** 
Tation,  in  his  oration  against  the  Greeks,  for  pretend- 
ing that  neither  Juno,  nor  Minerva,  nor  Jupiter,  were 
what  those  imagined  who  built  temples  and  altars  to 
them,  ^im  JV  ^wrHt^ttt  urn  ^•ixi^tm  hmMTfufi^ir.  Nay, 
80  far  went  this  last  author  in  his  allegories,  as  to  turn 
all  the  Trojan  and  Grecian  heroes  into  mere  fictions ; 
and  to  make  Hector  and  Achilles,  and  Agamemnon, 
and  even  Helena  herself,  nothing  less  than  what  one 
would  think  they  were,  and  what  the  conmion  people 
ignorantly  imagined  them  to  be. 

33.  As  regards  the  influence  which  this  had  upon 
the  ancient  Fathers, »  who  from  philosophers  became  «  see  him. 

*  *  Crit.  duT  t 

Christians ;  the  writings  both  of  Justin  Martyr,  and  liv.  tn. 
Clemens  Alexandrinus,  sufficiently  shew.    And  if  we 
may  believe^  Porphyry,  an  enemy  in  the  case  of  Ori-J^i>gJ.  |o- 
gen ;  he  teUs  us  in  the  same  place  in  which  he  complains  «><»•  h^.  ti. 
of  him,  "  for  turning  those  things  that  were  clearly  de- 
livered by  Moses  into  mystical  significations,"  not  only 
that  he  did  this  in  imitation  of  the  Grecians ;  but  that 
it  was  his  frequent  conversation  with  Numenius  and 
Cronius,  Moderatus,  Nicomachus,  and  others  among 
the  Pythagoreans  ;  ^  and  with  Chaeremon  and  Cornu-cibid.i».i7B. 
tus  among  the  Stoics ;  that  he  had  learned  his  allegori-  p.  loe,  iSt' 
cai  way  of  expounding  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  applied 
that  to  his  religion,  which  they  were  wont  to  do  to  their 
superstition. 
34  From  all  which  it  appears,  that  this  way  of  wri- 
19' 
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ting  in  matters  of  religion,  was  in  those  days  generally 
used,  not  only  among  the  Jews,  hut  also  among  the 
wiser  and  more  philosophical  of  the  Gentiles :  and  from 
both  it  came  to  be  almost  universally  practised  among 
the  primitive  Christians.  Which  being  so,  we  ought  to 
be  far  from  censuring  St.  Barnabas  for  his  mystical  ap- 
plication of  what  God  prescribed  to  the  Jews  in  the 
Old  Testament,  to  the  spiritual  accomplishment  of 
it  in  the  new.  Much  less  should  we  ever  call  in  ques- 
tion either  the  truth  or  creilit  of  his  epistle  upon  this 
account. 

35.  Having  said  thus  much  either  in  vindication  of 
*  the  allegorical  expositions  of  this  epistle,  or  at  least  by 
way  of  apology  for  them ;  I  shall  add  but  little  more 
concerning  the  epistle  itself.  I  have  before  observed  as 
to  the  time  of  its  writing,  that  it  was  somewhat  after 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  ;  and  as  we  may  conjecture 
from  the  subject  of  it,  (for  title  at  present  it  has  none, 
nor  does  it  appear  that  ever  it  had  any)  was  addressed 
to  the  Jews,  to  draw  them  off  from  the  letter  of  the  law, 
to  a  spiritual  understanding  of  it ;  and  by  that  means 
dispose  them  to  embrace  the  Gospel.  Whether  he  had 
besides  this  a  farther  design,  as  Dr.  Hammond  sup- 
d  Dinert.  poscs,  ^  to  coufute  the  errors  of  the  Gnostic  Heretics, 
«5l*fii?^  and  to  prevent  the  Jewish  converts  from  falling  into 
them,  it  is  not  certain ;  but  that  it  may  from  the  chief 
points  insisted  upon  by  him  be  supposed.  If  any  one 
shall  think  it  strange,  that  disputing  against  the  Jews 
for  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  ho  should  not  have  urged 
any  of  those  passages  relating  to  the  Messiah,  which 
seem  to  u§  the  most  apposite  to  such  a  purpose ;  such  as 
the  oracle  of  Jacob  concerning  the  time  that  Shiloh  was 
to  come ;  the  70  weeks  of  Daniel ;  the  prophecies  of 
Haggai  and  Malachi,  of  his  coming  while  the  second 
temple  stood  ;  and  which  was  now  destroyed  when  he 
•  Proles,  ad  wrote  this  epistle,  and  the  like  :  Monsieur  le  Moyne* 
^"****'*    will  give  him  a  ready  answer,  viz.  that  these  passages 
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relate  chiefly  to  the  time  of  Christ's  appearing,  and  that 
this  was  no  controversy  in  those  days ;  the  Jews  not 
only  confessing  it,  but  being  ready  at  every  turn  through 
this  persuasion  to  set  up  some  person  or  other  for  their 
Messiah,  to  their  shame  and  confusion.  It  was  therefore 
then  but  little  necessary  to  use  those  arguments  against 
them,  which  now  appear  to  be  the  most  proper  and  con- 
vincing :  since  the  state  of  the  question  has  been  altered, 
and  the  Jews  deny  either  that  their  Messiah  is  come, 
or  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  have  come  about 
that  time  that  our  Saviour  Christ  appeared  in  the 


36.  But  though  the  chief  design  of  this  epistle  was  to  ^ 
convince  the  Jews  of  the  truth  of  our  religion,  yet  are 
there  not  wanting  in  the  latter  part  of  it,  many  excellent 
rules,  to  render  it  still  very  useful  to  the  pious  reader. 
Indeed  some  have  doubted  whether  this  did  originally 
belong  to  this  epistle ;  ^  or  whether  it  has  not  since  been  ^J^^^^ 
added  to  it.     But  seeing  we  find  this  part  quoted  by  the  ^^  p-  "» 
Fathers,  as  belonging  to  St.  Barnabas,  no  less  than  the 

other ;  and  that  the  measure  assigned  to  it  in  the  an- 
cient Stichometries,  can  hardly  be  well  accounted  for 
without  it :  I  do  not  see  but  that  we  ought  to  conclude, 
that  our  author  did  divide  his  epistle  into  the  two  parts 
in  which  we  now  have  it ;  and  that  this  letter,  as  well 
as  the  former,  was  written  by  him. 

37.  As  for  the  translation  which  I  have  here  given 
of  it,  I  have  made  it  up  out  of  what  remains  of  the  ori- 
ginal Greek,  and  of  the  old  Latin  version ;  and  of  each 
of  which,  though  a  part  be  lost,  yet  it  has  so  fallen  out, 
that  between  them  we  not  only  have  the  whole  epistle, 
but  that  we  have  it  free  from  those  interpolations  which 
Yossius  tells  us  some  had  endeavoured  to  make  in  this, 

as  well  as  in  Ignatius'  epistles,  i    The  passages  of  Holy  r  it.  voMioi 
Scripture  which  are  here  quoted  accordmg  to  the  Septua-  B«nMb.iMf. 
gint,  I  have  chose  rather  to  set  down  as  they  are  in  our 
English  Bible,  than  to  amuse  the  common  reader  with 
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a  new  translation  of  them.  Upon  the  whole,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  attain  to  the  sense  of  my  author,  and  to 
make  him  as  plain  and  easy  as  I  was  able.  If  in  any 
thing  I  shall  have  chanced  to  mistake  him,  I  have  only 
this  to  say  for  myself,  that  he  must  be  better  acquainted 
with  the  road  than  I  pretend  to  be,  who  will  undertake 
to  travel  so  long  a  journey  in  the  dark,  and  never  to  miss 
his  way. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB 

GENERAL  EPISTLE 

OF 

ST.  BARNABAS. 


CHAP.  I. 

Preface  to  the  Epietle. 

ALL  happiness  to  you,  my  sons  and  daugh-< 
ters,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  I^mt,. 
who  loved  us  in  peace.  ^"wf  Hghr 

2  Having  perceived  abundance  of  knowl-^^J"^ 
dege  of  the  great "  excellent  *  laws  of  God  to  be  cspiritftos, 
in  you,  I  exceedingly  rejoice  in  your  blessed  J^J|J^^ 
and  admirable  'souls,  because  ye  have  so  wor-gj;«^|;«»' 
thily  received  the  grace  which  was  ''grafted  in  j^*»^»"]'- 
you.  YwT  which 

3  For  which  cause  I  am  full  of  joy,  hoping  rend^N^ 
the  rather  to  be  *  saved  ;  inasmuch  as  I  truly  SStrtaS™" 
see  a  spirit  infused  into  you,  from  the  ^  pure  k  m^  '*"* 
fountain  of  God :  on^TSd.- 

4  Having  this  persuasion,  and  being  fully  5^h^J2J" 
convinced  thereof,  because  that  since  I  have|^«^<S' 
begun  to  speak  unto  you,  I  have  had  a  more  t  co^p. 
than  ordinary  good  success  in  the  way  of '  the  STJ^SSm 
law  of  the  Lord,  which  is  in  Christ.  Sf  ?5iSS£? 

5  For  which  cause,  ^brethren,  I  also  think f^^^^_ 
verily  that  I  love  you  above  my  own  soul ;  be-^*;  v<*-  ^ 
cause  that  therein  dwelleth  the  greatness  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


326  THE  GENERAL  EPISTLE 

faith  and  charity,  as  also  the  hope  of  that  life 
which  is  to  come. 

6  Wherefore  considering  this,  that  if  I  shall 
take  care  to  communicate  to  you  a  part  of 
what  I  have  received,  it  shall  turn  to  my  re- 
*TSlt"  ward, '  that  I  have  served  such  good  souls ;  I 
•gjienu.  gave  diligence  to  write  m  a  few  words  unto 
jr^«r.  y^^>  ^^^^  together  with  your  faith,  your 
*  i^oy^ara  ^  kuowlcdgc  also  may  be  perfect. 
'SS^ioB  Of  7  There  are  therefore  three  *  things  ordain- 
Jvte!*fldui  ®^  by  ^he  Lord ;  the  hope  of  life  ;  '  tlie  begin- 
SSbSblSl^'^i^g^  and  the  completion  of  it. 
wwJf  *we  ®  ^^^  ^^^  Lord  hath  both  declared  unto  us, 
weto  ^  by  the  prophets,  those  things  that  "  are  past ; 
-Thmtto,  and  "opened  tons  the  beginnings  of  those 
iShSUfo?!  that  are  to  come. 

imd  «nd  to  9  Wherefore,  it  will  behove  us, "  as  he  has 
•^^;^'»^  spoken,  to  come  '  more  holy,  and  nearer  to  his 
^Honettiiii  altar. 

ScMth^^y  10  I,  therefore,  not  as  a  teacher,  but  as 
«'?i»e*y"w-one  'of  you,  will  endeavour  to  lay  before  you 
nTmtny  ^  ^^^  things  by  which  you  may, '  on  many  ac- 
counts, become  the  more  joyful. 


CHAP.  n. 

That  God  has  abolished  the  legal  sacrifices,  to  introdoce  the  spiritu. 
al  righteousness  of  the  Gk>spel. 

SEEING  then  the  days  are  exceeding  evil, 
and  the  adversary  has  got  the  power  of  this 
•  Age.       present  '  world,  we  ought  to  give  the  more 
'  Equiuei.  diligeuce  to  inquire  into  the  *  righteous  judg- 
ments of  the  Lord. 
-com  ^  "  ^^^  ^^^  assistance  of  our  faith  are  fear 

Giw6.feem.and  patience;  our  fellotv-combatants,  long- 
Buflfering  and  continence. 
3  Whilst  these  remain  pure  in  what  relates 
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UDto  the  l40rd,  wisdom,  and  understanding, 
and  science,  and  knowledge,  rejoice  together 
with  them. 

4  For  God  has  manifested  to  us  by  all  the 
prophets,  that  he  has  no  occasion  for  our  sa- 
crifices, or  burnt-offerings,  or  oblations ;  say- 
ing thus :  "  To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  •.i«i«^hi.u. 
of  your  sacrifices  unto  me,  saith  the  Lord. 

5  I  am  full  of  the  burnt-offerings  of  rams, 

and  the  fat  of  "  fed  beasts  ;  and  I  delight  not  •  LamDt. 
in  the  blood  of  bullocks,  or  of  he-goats. 

6  'When  ye  come  to  appear  before  me,^/5^H.* 
who  hath  required  this   at  your  hands  ?     Ye 
shall  no  more  tread  my  courts. 

7  Bring  no  more  vain  oblations,  incense  is 
an  abomination  unto  me :  your  new  moons 
and  sabbaths,  the  calling  of  assemblies  I  can- 
not away  with,  it  is  iniquity,  even  the  solemn 
meeting :  your  new  moons  and  your  appoint- 
ed feasts,  my  soul  hateth. 

8  'I  hose  things  therefore  hath  God  aboHsh- 
ed,  that  the  new  law  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
which  is  without  the  yoke  of  any  such  neces- 
sity, might  have  the  spiritual  offering  of  men 
themselves. 

9  For  so  the  Lord  saith  again  to  those  here- 
tofore :  ^  Did  I  at  all  command  your  fathers  ^Je^vii.  22, 
when  they  came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  con- 
cerning burnt-offerings  or  sacrifices  ? 

10  But  this  I  commanded  them,  saying,  ^  Let^^^**-**  ^^^ 
none  of  you  imagine  evil  in  your  hearts  against 

his  neighbour,  and  love  no  false  oath. 

lit  orasmuch  then  as  we  are  not  without 
understanding,  we  ought  to  apprehend  the  de- 
sign "  of  our  merciful  Father.     For  he  speaks  ^  of ^I'^jjc' 
to  us,  being  wilHng  that  we,  who  have  been  in^auier, 
the  same  error  about  the   sacrifices,  should 
seek  and  find  how  to  approach  unto  him. 
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»p«dmiLi7.  12  And  therefore  he  thus  bespeaks  us,  *  The 
sacrifice  of  God  (is  a  broken  spirit),  a  bro- 
ken and  contrite  heart  God  will  not  despise. 

13  Wherefore,  brethren,  we  ought  the  more 
diligently  to  inquire  after  those  things  that  be- 
long to  our  salvation,  that  the  adversary  may 
not  have  any  entrance  into  us,  and  deprive  us 
of  our  spiritual  life. 

14  Wherefore  he  again  speaketh  to  them, 
einianiviu.  concerning  these  things :  '  Ye  shall  not  fast  as 
^           ye  do  this  day,  to  make  your  voice  to  be  heard 

on  high. 

15  Is  it  such  a  fast  that  I  have  chosen  ?   A 

<vene5.  ^^Y  ^^^  ^  ^^^  *^  aflSict  his  soul  ?  "Is  it  to 
bow  down  his  head  like  a  bulrush,  and  to 
spread  sackcloth  and  ashes  under  him  ?  Wilt 
thou  call  this  a  fast^  and  an  acceptable  day 
to  the  Lord  ? 

•vene6.  16  But  to  US  hc  saith  on  this  wise  :  'Is  not 
this  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen,  to  loose  the 
bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy  bur- 
dens, and  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free ;  and 
that  ye  break  every  yoke  ? 

/v«iie7.  17  ^Is  it  not  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hun- 
gry, and  that  thou  bring  the  poor  that  are  cast 
out  of  thy  house  ?  When  thou  seest  the  na- 
ked that  thou  cover  him,  and  that  thou  hide 
not  thyself  from  thine  own  flesh  ? 

f  vefM&  18  '  Then  shall  thy  light  break  forth  as  the 
morning,  and  thy  health  shall  spring  forth 
speedily;  and  thy  righteousness  shall  go  be- 
fore thee,  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  thy 
rearward. 

4  v.n.0.  19  *  Then  shalt  thou  call,  and  the  Lord  shall 
answer ;  thou  shalt  cry,  and  shall  say.  Here  I 
am.  If  thou  put  away  from  the  midst  of  thee 
the  yoke,  the  putting  forth  of  the  finger,  and 

<v«Mi0.  speaking  vanity:  'and  if  thou  draw  out  thy 
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50ul  to  the  hungry ;  and  satisfy  the  afflicted 
soul. 

20  In  this,  therefore,  brethren,  God  has 
manifested  his  ^  foreknowledge  and  mercy  to-'^^''''*'*®"^^ 
us  :  because  the  people  which  he  has  purcha- 
sed to  his  beloved  Son  were  to  believe  in 
*  sincerity  ;  and  therefore  he  has  shown  these  *  simplicity. 
things  to  all  of  us,  that  we  should  not  run  as 
proselytes  to  '  the  Jewish  Law.  ''^****' 

CHAP.  III. 

The  prophecies  of  Daniel  concerning  the  ten  kings,  and  the  coming 
of  Christ. 

WHEREFORE  it  is  necessary  that  search-^ 
ing   diligently  into  those   ""  things   which  are  bu"!^^^" 
near  to  come  to  pass,  we  should  write  to  you  '"'^''""''"^ 
what  may  serve  to  keep  you  whole. 

2  To  which  end  let  us  flee  from  every  evil 
work,  and  hate  the  errors  of  the  present  time, "  Beloved. 
that  we  may  be  "  happy  in  that  which  is  to 
come : 

3  Let  us  not  give  ourselves  the  hberty  of 
disputing  with  the  wicked  and  sinners ;  lest 
we  should  chance  in  time  become  like  unto 
them. 

4  For  the  consummation  of  ''sin  is  come, " /^^^^vp** 
as  It  IS  written,  as  the  prophet  Daniel  says.»* 
And  for  this  end  the  Lord  hath  shortened  the 
times  and  the  days,  that  his  beloved  might 
hasten  his  coming  to  his  inheritance.  ^,  ^^^  ^^. 

5  For  so  the  prophet  speaks  :  '  There  shall 
ten  kings  reign  in  the  earth,  and  there  shall 
rise  last  of  all  another  little  one,  and  he  shall 
humble  three  kings. 

6  And  again  Daniel  speaks  in  like  manner  yver»cz 
concerning  the  kingdoms ;    '  and  I  saw  the 

20 
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fourth  beast  dreadful  and  terrible,  and  strong 
'Verwe.  exceedingly  ;  and  it  had  ten  horns.  •  'I  con- 
sidered the  horns,  and  behold  there  came  up 
among  them  another  little  horn,  before  whicn 
were  three  of  the  first  horns  plucked  up  by  the 
roots. 

7  We  ought  therefore  to  understand  this 
also  :  and  I  beseech  you,  as  one  of  your  own 
brethren,  loving  you  all  beyond  my  own  Ufe, 
that  you  look  well  to  yourselves,  and  be  not 
wS!''^"'*  lik^  to  those  who  'add  sin  to  sin,  and  say, 
That  their  covenant  is  ours  also.  Nay,  but  it 
is  ours  only  ;  for  they  have  for  ever  lost  that 
which  Moses  received. 
rExod.ixxi.  8  For  thus  saith  the  Scripture  :  'And  Mo- 
ses continued  fasting  forty  days  and  forty 
nights  in  the  mount ;  and  he  received  the  co- 
venant from  the  Lord,  even  the  two  tables  of 
stone  written  by  the  hand  of  God. 

9  But  having  turned  themselves  to  idols  they 
Lxfi"?:  ^^st  it ;  as  the  Lord  also  said  to  Moses ;  Moses, 
Deut.  ix.  i2.«  go  down  quickly,  for  thy  people,  which  thou 

hast  brought  forth  out  of  Egypt,  have  corrupted 
themselves,  and  turned  aside  from  the  way 
1^1^19.  which  I  commanded  them.  •  And  Moses  cast 
the  two  tables  out  of  his  hands ;  and  their 
covenant  was  broken  ;  that  the  love  of  Jesus 
might  be  sealed  in  your  hearts,  unto  the  hope 
of  his  faith. 

10  Wherefore  let  us  give  heed  unto  the  last 

•  i>»y«-     times.     For  all  the  "  time  past  of  our  Hfe,  and 

our  faith,  will  profit  us  nothing ;  unless  we 
continue  to  hate  what  is  evil,  ana  to  withstand 
the  future  temptations.  So  the  Son  of  God 
tells  us  ;  Let  us  resist  all  iniquity  and  hate  iU 

11  Wherefore  consider  the  works  of  the 

*  Hd>.  X.25.  evil  way.    '  Do  not  withdraw  yourselves  from 

others,  as  if  you  were  already  justified ;  but 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  BARNABAS.  231 

coming  altogether  into  one  place,  inquire  what  * 
is  agreeable  to,  and  profitable  for  the  beloved 
of  God.    For  the  Scripture  saith ;  "  Wo  unto" yid.Gr. 
them  that  are  wise  in  their  own  eyes,  and  pru-i«aiahv."i. 
dent  in  their  own  sight. 

12  Let  us  become  spiritual,  a  perfect  tem- 
ple to  God.  As  much  as  in  us  lies  let  us 
meditate  upon  the  fear  of  God  ;  and  strive  to 
the  utmost  of  our  power  to  keep  his  com- 
mandments ;  that  we  may  rejoice  in  his  right- 
eous judgments. 

13  For  God  will  judge  the  world  without 
respect  of  persons  ;  and  every  one  shall  re- 
ceive according  to  his  works. 

14  If  a  man  shall  be  good,  his  righteous- 
ness shall  go  before  him ;  if  wicked,  the  re- 
ward of  his  wickedness  shall  follow  him. 

15  Take  heed,  therefore,  lest  sitting  still 
now,  that  we  are  called,  we  fall  asleep  in  our 
sins ;  and  the  wicked  one,  getting  the  domin- 
ion over  us,  stir  us  up,  'and  shut  us  out  of  the^ ^^f*^"^- 
kingdom  of  the  Lord. 

16  Consider  this  also :  although  you  have 
seen  so  great  signs  and  wonders  done  among 
the  people  of  the  Jews,  yet  this  notwithstand- 
ing the  Lord  hath  forsaken  them. 

17  Beware,  therefore,  lest  it  happen  to  us  ; 

as  it  is  written,  "There  be  many  called,  butj^ati-xxu. 
few  chosen. 


CHAP.  IV. 

That  Christ  was  to  suffer,  proved  from  the  prophecies  concerning 
him. 

FOR  this  cause  did  our  Lord  vouchsafe  to 
give  up  his  body  to  destruction,  that  through 
the  forgiveness   of    our    sins  we  might  be 
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sanctified ;  that  is,  by  the  sprinkling  of  his: 
blood. 

2  >  ow  for  what  concerns  the  things  that  are 
written  about  him,  some  belong  to  the  people 
of  the  Jews,  and  some  to  us. 

ftiwiahHii.  3  For  thus  saith  the  Scripture  f  *He  was 
wounded  for  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruis- 
ed for  our  iniquities,  and  by  his  blood  we  are 
healed.  He  was  led  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaugh- 
ter,  and  as  a  sheep  before  his  shearers  is  dumb^ 
so  he  opened  not  his  mouth. 

4.  Wherefore  we  ought  the  more  to  give 
thanks  unto  God,  for  that  he  hath  both  de- 

oSi'.  mS*.  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  what  is  passed, '  and  not  suffer- 
ed us  to  be  without  understanding  of  those 
things  that  are  to  come. 

rfPiov.  1.17.  5  But  to  them  he  saith  ;  ''  The  nets  are  not 
unjustly  spread  for  the  birds. 

6  This  he  spake,  because  a  man  will  justly 
perish,  if  having  the  knowledge  of  the  way  of 
truth,  he  shall  nevertheless  not  refrain  himself 
from  the  way  of  darkness. 

7  And  for  this  cause  the  Lord  was  content 
to  suffer  for  our  souls,  although  he  be  the  Lord 
of  the  whole  earth ;  to  whom  God  said  before 

•  Gen.  1.26.  thc  beginning  of  the  world,  '  Let  us  make  man 
after  our  own  image  and  hkeness. 

8  Now  how  he  suffered  for  us,  seeing  it 
/Leam.     was  by  mcu  that  he  underwent  it,  ^  I  will  show 

you. 

9  The  prophets,  having  received  from  hint 
the  gift  of  prophecy,  spake  before  concerning 
him ; 

10  But  he,  that  he  might  abolish  death,  and 
make  known  the  resurrection  from  the  dead,, 
was  content,  as  it  was  necessary,  to  appear  in 
the  flesh,  that  he  might  make  good  the  prom- 
ise before  given  to  our  fathers,  and  preparing 
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himself  a  new  people,  might  demonstrate  to* 
them  whilst  he  was  upon  earth,  that  after  the 
resurrection  he  would  judge  the  world. 

1 1  And  finally  teaching  the  people  of  Israel, 
and  doing  many  wonders  and  signs  among 
them,  he  preached  to  them,  and  shewed  the 
exceeding  great  love  which  he  bare  towards 
them. 

12  And  when  he  chose  his  apostles,  which 
were  afterwards  to  publish  his  Gospel,  he  took 
men  who  had  been  very  great  sinners ;  that 
thereby  he  might  plainly  show,  '  That  he  came  t  Matux.i3. 
not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  re- 
pentance. 

13  Then  he  clearly  manifested  himself  to 
be  the  Son  of  God.  For  had  he  not  come 
in  the  flesh,  how  should  men  have  been  able 
to  look  upon  him  that  they  might  be  saved  ? 

14  Seeing  if  they  behold  only  the  sun,  which 
was  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  shall  hereafter 
cease  to  be,  they  are  not  able  to  endure  stead- 
fastly to  look  against  the  rays  of  it. 

15  Wherefore  the  Son  of  God  came  in  the 
flesh  for  this  cause,  that  he  might  fill  up  the 
measure  of  their  iniquity,  who  have  persecuted 
his  prophets  unto  death.  And  for  the  same 
reason  also  he  suflfered. 

16  For  God  hath  said,  of  the  *  stripes  of  his}^^^* 
flesh,  that  they  were  from  them.    And  '  I  willf^^  ^^ 
smite  the  shepherd,  and  the  sheep  of  the  flock  •»^- 
shall  be  scattered. 

17  Thus  he  would  suflfer,  because  it  behoved 
him  to  suflfer  upon  the  cross. 

18  For  thus  one  saith,  prophesying  concern- 
ing him :  ^  Spare  my  soul  from  the  sword.  And^^jj;^ 
again,  Pierce  my  flesh  with  thy  fear.  JJ^  p^ 

19  And  again,  The  congregation  of  wicked  J25;j**ijja, 

10,17. 

20* 
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wIJdT were  doers  rose  up  against  me  (*  They  have  pierced 
f^"**!!)^  by  ray  hands  and  my  feet). 
^"S^'^^^thTi     20  And  again  he  saith,  I  gave  my  back  to 
Ihenr\ho8ethe  smitcrs, '  and  my  cheeks  to  be  buffeted,  and 
nofproveihe^y  facc  I  sct  as  a  hard  rock. 

cruciflxionof 

Christ.     But 

through    the 

repetition  of  r^FTAP     V 

thesamepre-  V^Xl/l.jr  .     ▼• 

position,  this 

latter       part  ».«  ,  .  •         i 

was  so  early  The  subject  continued. 

omitted,  that 

it  was  not  in  Aifc.T-rv»  iii/*i/'iiii 

the  Latin  in      AND  whcu  hc  had  fulnlled  the  command- 

terprctcrs  n  r-^       t  i  i        i        itt-i 

f<jpy  ^, «  ment  of  God,  what  says  he  r  "*  Who  will  con- 

/  Isaiah  1. 6.  i         •   i  />        t  i   •  j 

^Isaiah 1. 8, tend  with  me  ?  Let  him  stand  against  me  :  or 
who  is  he  that  will  implead  me  ?  Let  him  draw 
near  to  the  servant  of  the  Lord.  Wo  be  to  you ! 

"Septuagint"  Because  ye  shall  wax  old  as  a  garment,  the 
moth  shall  eat  you  up. 

•  raaiah viii.     2  Aud  agaiu  the  prophet  adds,  ''He  is  put 

/•isoiah  for  a  stone  of  stumbling.  ''Behold  I  lay  in 
Zion  for  a  foundation,  a  precious  stone,  a 
choice  corner  stone ;  an  honourable  stone. 
And  what  follows  ?  And  he  that  hopeth  in  him 
shall  live  forever. 

3  What  then  ?    Is  our  hope  built  upon  a 
stone  ?     God  forbid.     But  because  the  Lord 

lueijh^  of  hath  '  hardened  his  flesh  against  sufferings,  he 

rtrengthen-     g^-^j^^   .  J  j^^^^  p^^  ^^  ^^  ^  f^^^  ^^^^^ 

•VsaimVxvm  4  And  again  the  prophet  adds,  '  The  stone 
**  which  the  builders  refused  is  become  the  head 

I  ver«e  24,  of  thc  comcr.  And  again  he  saith ;  '  This  is 
su^.v^'"  the  great  and  wonderful  day  which  the  Lord 
TnTu old lS- hath  made.  "I  write  these  things  the  more 
rvhi^'Edit.pl^i'^'y  ^^  you  that  ye  may  understand  :  "For 
o^^'/p^"  indeed  I  could  be  content  even  to  die  for  your 

ayairvivnutv.  SaKCS. 


IC. 


Psalm xxii.     5  But  what  saith  the  prophet  again;  'The 
counsel  of  the  wicked  encompassed  me  about. 
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'They  came  about  me,  as  bees  about  thesis, 
honey-comb:  and,  ^Upon  my  vesture  theyJa"^"" 
cast  lots. 

6  Forasmuch  then  as  our  Saviour  was  to 
appear  in  the  flesh,  and  suffer,  his  passion  was 
hereby  foretold. 

7  For  thus  saith  the  prophet  against  Israel  :'isBiaiiiu.o. 
'  Wo  be  to  their  soul,  because  they  have  taken 
wicked  counsel  against  themselves,  saying.  Let 

us  •  lay  snares  for  the  righteous,  because  he  is*"*^ 
unprofitable  to  us. 

8  Moses  also  in  Uke  manner  speaketh  to 
them :  '  Behold,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God ;  En-t^Sf? 
ter  ye  into  the  good  land  of  which  the  Lord 
hath  sworn  to  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob, 
that  he  would  give  it  you,  and  possess  it ;  a 
land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey. 

9  Now  what  the  spiritual  meaning  of  this  is, 

learn ;  'It  is  as  if  it  had  been  said ;  Put  your«yid.  cote- 
trust  in  Jesus,  who  shall  be  manifested  to  you  B£rj.^"S 
in  the  flesh.    For  man  is  the  earth  which  suf-^^**^  ^**^ 
fers :  forasmuch  as  out  of  the  "  substance  ofdupo^wmm, 
the  earth  Adam  was  formed. 

10  What  therefore  does  he  mean  when  he 
says.  Into  a  good  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey  ?  Blessed  be  our  Lord,  who  has  given 
us  wisdom,  and  a  heart  to  understand  his  se- 
crets. For  so  says  the  prophet,  'Who  shall jjo^e  nv. 
understand  the  hard  sayings  of  the  Lord  ?  ^  But  /  prov.  l  «. 
he  that  is  wise,  and  intelUgent,  and  that  loves 

his  Lord. 

11  Seeing  therefore  he  has  renewed  us  by 

the  remission  of  our  sins,  he  has  '  put  us  into  jJJ^^j^'" 
another  frame,  that  we  should  have  souls  like  ^*>™- 
Hhose  of  children,  forming  us  again  himself  oloniplaab: 
'  by  the  Spirit.  L«t.  inters 

12  For  thus  the  Scripture  saith  concerning 

us,  ^  where  it  introduceth  the  Father  speaking^t^sS!^ 
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c^^:co^'to  the  Son ;  *Let  us  make  man  after  our  like- 
m.  Id.        jjggg  ^jj J  similitude ;  and  let  them  have  domin- 
ion over  the  beasts  of  the  earth,  and  over  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  and  over  the  fish  of  the  sea. 

13  And  when  the  Lord  saw  the  man  which 

he  had  formed,  that  behold  he  was  very  good, 

iG€n.i.28.  h^  gaid^  'Increase  and  multiply,  and  replenish 

the  earth.     And  this  he  spake  to  his  son. 
ond'  forma-     14  I  will  uow  show  you,  how  he  made  us  "  a 
"**°  new  creature,  in  the  latter  days : 

is'Jg'^Mau      ^^  "^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^  "  Behold,  I  will  make 
^'  16      '  the  last  as  the  first.     Wherefore  the  prophet 
« comp.Heb.  thus  spakc ;  "  Enter  into  the  land  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey,  and  have  dominion  over  it. 

16  Wherefore  ye  see  how  we  are  again 
formed  anew ;  as  also  he  speaks  by  another 

.Ezek.xi.i9.pj,Qpl^^|..  ^  Behold,  saith  the  Lord,  I  will  take 

from  them,  that  is,  from  those  whom  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  foresaw,  their  hearts  of  stone,  and 
I  will  put  into  them  hearts  of  flesh. 

17  Because  he  was  about  to  be  made  mani- 
fest in  the  flesh,  and  to  dwell  in  us. 

18  For,  my  brethren,  the  habitation  of  our 
icl)rm To;  heart  is  a  ^holy  temple  unto  the  Lord.     For 
-  PsUiiJ^kiii.  the  Lord  saith  again,  "  In  what  place  shall  I 
^            appear  before  the  Lord  my  God,  and  be  glo- 
rified ? 

19  He  answers,  I  will  confess  unto  thee  in 
the  congregation  in  the  midst  of  my  brethren ; 
and  will  sing  unto  thee  in  the  church  of  the 
saints. 

20  Wherefore  we  are  they  whom  he  has 
brought  into  that  good  land. 

in^j«Tk"xu:     21  '  ^"^  what  signifies  the  milk  and  honey  ? 

^'|^'^"j;J;^fj  Because  as  the  child  is  nourished  first  with 

Pet. a. 2.     milk,  and  then  with  honey;  so  we,  being  kept 

alive  by  the  belief  of  his  promises  and  his  word, 

shall  live  and  have  dominion  over  the  land. 
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22  For  he  foretold  above,  saying,  Increase, 
and  multiply,  and  have  dominion  over  the  fish- 
es, &/C. 

23  But  who  is  there  that  is  now  able  to  have 
this  dominion  over  the  wild  beasts,  or  fishes,  or 
fowls  of  the  air  ?  For  you  know  that  to  rule  is 
to  have  power,  that  a  man  should  be  set  over 
what  he  rules. 

24  But  forasmuch  as  this  we  have  not  now, 
he  tells  us  when  we  shall  have  it ;  namely, 
when  we  shall  become  perfect,  that  we  may 
be  made  inheritors  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord. 

CHAP.  VI. 

The  acape-goat,  an  evident  tjrpe  of  this. 

UNDERSTAND  then,  my  beloved  children, 
that  the  good  God  hath  before  manifested  all 
things  unto  us,  that  we  might  know  to  whom 
we  ought  always  to  give  thanks  and  praise. 

2  If  therefore  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  the 
Lord  of  all,  and  shall  come  to  judge  both  the 
quick  and  dead,  hath  suffered,  that  by  his 
stripes  we  might  live ;  let  us  believe  that  the 
Son  of  God  could  not  have  suff^ered  but  for 
us.  But,  being  crucified,  they  gave  him  vine- 
gar and  gall  to  drink. 

3  Hear,  therefore,  how  the  priests  of  the^^^ 
temple  did  foreshow  this  also :  'the  Lord,  bygj^^d^^^jiSS 
his  command  which  was  written,  declared  thatgJn^««»^ 
whosoever  did  not  fast  the  appointed  fast,  "he-i^vit.oiu. 
should  die  the  death:  because  he  also  was*®' 
himself  one  day  to  offer  up  his  'body  for  our;The^v«ijei 
sins ;  that  so  the  type  of  what  was  done  in 
•Isaac  might  be  fulfilled,  who  was  offered  up- " ««»"**• 
on  the  altar. 

4  What  therefore  is  it  that  he  says  by  the 
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IS^.     prophet?    'And  let  them  eat  of  the  goat  which 
vWjCoudw-ig  offered  in  the  day  of  the  fast  for  all  their 
gjl^gjisins.    Hearken  diligently  (my  brethren),  and 
mnr^  Edit.|j]  i\^q  pnests,  and  they  only  shall  eat  the  in- 
wards, not  washed  with  vinegar. 
Fvid.An        5  Why  so  ?  because  I  ''know  that  when  I 
totoc      '  shall  hereafter  offer  my  flesh  for  the  sins  of  a 
new  people,  ye  will  give  me  vinegar  to  drink 
mixed  with  gall ;  therefore  do  ye  only  eat,  the 
people  fasting  the  while,  and  lamenting  in 
sackcloth  and  ashes. 

6  And  that  he  might  foreshow,  that  he  was 
to  suffer  for  them,  hear  then,  how  he  appoint- 
ed it. 
vidfiiii-'^  7  '  Take,  says  he,  two  goats,  fair  and  alike, 
■^Jj^^and  offer  them  ;  and  let  the  high-priest  take 
Mt-'dUg^  one  of  them  for  a  burnt-offering.  And  what 
Aj£^)t.must  be  done  with  the  other?  Let  it,  says 
BdjOxon.   he,  be  accursed. 

8  Consider  how  exactly  this  appears  to 
•yid.  Edit. have  been  a  type  of  Jesus.  "  And  let  all  the 
•.4i.b.     congregation  spit  upon  it,  and  pnck  it;  and 

Eut  the  scarlet  wool  about  its  head  :  and  thus 
it  it  be  carried  forth  into  the  wilderness. 

9  And  this  being  done,  he  that  was  ap- 
pointed to  convey  me  goat,  led  it  into  the  wil- 

fb^^l'p^^.demess,  *  and  took  away  the  scarlet  wool,  and 
Sr^Mt  P^t  it  upon  a  thorn-bush,  whose  *  young 
<:^n.iiiioc.gpj.outs  when  we  find  them  in  the  field  we  are 

<Vid.Annot.    *  i        /•      •         /•      i  i 

giuwvoM.  wont  to  eat :  so  the  irmt  of  that  thorn  only 
is  sweet. 

10  And  to  what  end  was  this  ceremony  ? 
Consider ;  one  was  offered  upon  the  altar,  the 
other  was  accursed. 

11  And  why  was  that  which  was  accursed, 
crowned  ?  Because  they  shall  see  Christ  in 
that  day  having  a  scarlet  garment  about  his 
body ;  and  shall  say,  Is  not  this  he  whom  we 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ^ 


OF  BARNABAS.  380 

crucified ;  having  despised  him,  pierced  him, 
mocked  him  ?  Certainly,  this  is  he,  who  then 
said,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God. 

12  "As  therefore  he  shall  be  then  Kke  to^Thecwj 
what  he  was  on  earth,  so  were  the  Jews  here- 
tofore commanded  to  take  two  goats,  fair  and 
equal.  That  when  they  shall  see  (our  Sa- 
viour) hereafter  coming  (in  the  clouds  of 
heaven),  they  may  be  amazed  at  the  likeness 

of  the  goats. 

13  Wherefore  *ye  here  again  seeatypeof^vid-Lat 
Jesus  who  was  to  suffer  for  us. 

14  But  what  then  signifies  this.  That  the 
wool  was  to  be  put  into  the  midst  of  the 
thorns? 

15  This  also  is  a  figure  of  Jesus,  set  out  to 
the  church.  For  as  he  who  would  take  away 
the  scarlet  wool  must  undergo  many  difiicul- 
ties,  because  that  thorn  was  very  shaip,  and 
with  difficulty  get  it :  ^  So  they,  says  Christ, /seeActi 
that  will  see  me,  and  come  to  my  kingdom,  ^^•*' 
must  through  many  afilictions  and  troubles  at- 
tain unto  me. 


CHAP.  vn. 

The  red  heifer,  another  type  of  Christ. 

BUT  what  '  type  do  you  suppose  it  to  have  #  Numb. 
been,  where  it  is  commanded  *to  the.  people  J  That  tui 
of  Israel,  that  grown  persons  in  whom  sins^  J}*~  ' 
are  come  to  perfection,  shoirid  offer  a  heifsr ;  ^6. S 
and,  after  they  had  kiUed  it,  should  burn  the 
same: 

2  But  then  young  men  should  take  up  the 
a^hes  and  put  diem  in  vessels  ;  and  tie  a  piece 
of  scarlet  wool  and  hyssop  upon  a  stick,  and 
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SO  the  young  men  should  sprinkle  every  one 
of  the  people,  and  they  should  be  clear  from, 
their  sins  ? 
3  Consider  how  all  these  are  delivered  in  a 
<vid.vet   *  figure  to  us. 

B&^^'     4  This  heifer  is  Jesus  Christ ;  the  wicked 

^'*  men  that  were  to  offer  it,  are  those  sinners 

who  brought  him  to  death ;  who  afterwards 

have  no  more  to  do  with  it ;  the  sinners  have 

no  more  the  honour  of  handUng  of  it. 

5  But  the  young  men  that  performed  the 
sprinkling,  signified  those  who  preach  to  us 
the  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  the  purification  of 
the  heart,  to  whom  the  Lord  gave  authority  to 
preach  his  Gospel :  being  at  the  beginning 

jGr. to te«i- twelve,  ^  to  signify  the  tribes,  because  there 
were  twelve  tribes  of  Israel. 

6  But  why  were  there  three  young  men 
appointed  to  sprinkle  ?  To  denote  Abraham, 
and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  because  they  were  great 
before  God. 

*  Wood.  7;^'And  why  was  the  wool  put  upon  a  *  stick  ? 
Because  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  was  founded 
upon  the  *  cross  ;  and  therefore  they  that  put 
their  trust  in  him,  shall  live  for  ever. 

8  But  why  was  the  wool  and  hyssop  put  to- 
gether ?  To  signify  that  in  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  there  shall  be  evil  and  filthy  days,  in 
which,   however,   we    shall   be  saved;    and 

UtoiS^'  because  he  that  has  any  disease  in  the  flesh 
by  some  filthy  humours,  is  cured  by  hyssop. 

9  Wherefore  these  things  being  thus  done, 
•»Tii«n.     are  to  us  indeed  evident,  but  to  the  *"  Jews 

they  are  obscure;  because  they  hearkened 
not  unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord. 
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CHAP.  vin. 

Of  the  circnmciifion  of  the  ears :  and  how  in  the  first  institution  of 
Circumcision,  Abraham  mystically  foretold  Christ  by  name. 

AND  therefore  the  Scripture  again  speaks 
concerning  our  ears,  that  God  has  circumcised 
them,  together  with  our  hearts.    For  thus 
saith  the  Lord  by  the  holy  prophet :  "By  the ;,^«]jf«^jy 
hearing  of  the  ear  they  obeyed  me.  **• 

2  And  again,  *  They  who  arc  afar  off,  shall  JJ^«^  ™"»' 
hear  and  understand  what  things  I  have  done. 

And  again,  'Circumcise  yourhearts,  saith  the ''«'•*▼•  <• 
Lord. 

3  And  again  he  saith,  'Hear,   O  Israel !,,,,. ^i.f. 
For  thus  saith  the  Lord  thy  God.    And  as^ain 

the  Spirit  of  God  prophesieth,  saying,  '  Who'P«»»m 
is  there  that  would  live  for  ever,  Met  him  hear  m.,."™.  * 
the  voice  of  my  Son. 

4  And  again,  ' Hear,  O  Heaven,  and  give'^*-*- 
ear,  O  Earth !  because  the  Lord  has  spoken 
these  things  for  a  witness. 

6  And  again  he  saith,  "Hear  the  word  of" '«•*•'•• 
the  Lord,  ye  princes  of  the  people.     And 
again,  '  Hear,  O  children  !   1  he  voice  of  one'i^«>-*- 
crying  in  the  wilderness. 

6  Wherefore  he  has  circumcised  our  ears, 
that  we  should  hear  his  word,  and  believe. 
But  as  for  that  circumcision,  in  which  the 
Jews  trust,  it  is  abolished.  For  the  circum- 
cision of  which  God  spake,  was  not  of  the 
flesh: 

7  But  they  have   transgressed  his  com- 
mands, because  the  evil  "one  hath  deceived •^■•^ 
them.    For  thus  God  bespeaks  them ;  ' 'ihus^'*-  *^- ^ 
saith  the  Lord  your  God  (Here  I  find  the  new 
law),  Sow  not  among  thorns ;  but  circumcise 

21 
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yourselves  to  the  Lord  your  God.    And  what 

doth  he  mean  by  this  saying  ?    Hearken  unta 

your  Lord. 
rj«r.iT.4.      8  And   again   he    saith,   "Circumcise   the- 

hardness  of  your  heart,  and  harden  not  your 
» Dent X.1C neck.     And  agaiu,  '  Behold,  saith  the  Lord, 

all  the  nations  are  uncircumcised  (they  have 

not  lost  their  fore-skin);  but  this  people  is 

uncircumcised  in  heart. 
•^Tbtt  p«o-     9  gy|.  yQy  yf^\\  gj^y  •  ^|j^  Jcws  wcrc  circum- 

j^vid.  cote-cised  for  a  sign.     *  And  so  are  all  the  Syrians 
JTbL^*  ^°^  Arabians,  and  all  the  idolatrous  priests : 
tt.«5."**''but  arc  they  therefore  of  the  covenant  of  Is- 
rael?   And  even  the  Egyptians  themselves 
are  circumcised. 

10  Understand,  therefore,  childreui,  these 
things  more  fully,  that  Abraham,  who  was  the 
first  that  brought  in  circumcision,  looking  for- 
ward in  the  spirit  to  Jesus,  circumcised,  having 
received  the  mystery  of  three  letters. 

11  For  the  Scripture  says,  that  Abraham 
circumcised  three  hundred  and  eighteen  meiv 

lTb«t>Miiyof  his  house.    'But  what  therefore  was  the 

otberaof  the  i  .       /> 

tS^hm  "mystery  that  was  made  known  unto  him  ? 
wKmin      ^^  Mark,  first  the  eighteen,  and  next  the 
thii:  tee  Co- three  hundred.    For  the  numeral  letters  of 

teler.  in  loc 
Add.  Euod. 

ludKd.  bz- Jesus. 

S"thS  uk^  13  And  because  the  cross  was  that  by  whicb 
£S?*iiH"i7  ^®  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  grace ;  therefore  he  adds, 
la^AM^An!  three  hundred ;  the  note  of  which  is  T  (the 
Mi^Ed£^ figure  of  his  cross.)  Wherefore,  by  two  let- 
'^^     ters,  he  signified  Jesus,  and  by  the  third  hi» 

crosSk 

14  He  whid  has  put  the  engrafted  gift  of  his* 

doctrine  within  us^  knows,  that  I  never  taught 

to  any  one  a  more  "  certaii^  truth ;  but  I  trust 

that  ye  are  worthy  of  it 


A<w:  »»n<i.  ten  and  eight  are  I  H.    And  these  denote 
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€HAP.  IX. 

Tkct  the  commands  of  Moses  concerning  clean  and  andean  beasts, 
d&c.  were  all  designed  for  a  spiritual  signification. 

BUT  why  did  Moses  say, '  Ye  shall  not  eateThatintwi 
of  the  swine,  neither  the  eagle,  nor  the  hawk,  [Se'?*^iv'Jd 
nor  the  crow,  nor  any  fish  that  has  not  a  scale  Sf]"itRVid. 
upon  him  ? — I  answer,  that  in  the  spiritual  lt?~^d^Ed*" 
sense,  he  comprehended  three  doctrines,  thatg^ilii",*!!*' 
were  to  be  ^  gathered  from  thence.  Adli*Aui'. 

2  Besides  which  he  says  to  them  in  the  j;°;|**^^, 
book  of  Deuteronomy,  and  I  will  give  my^„"i^';^j, 
stafutes  unto  this  people.     Wherefore  it  is  not  j^^^^ ^. 
the  command  of  God  that  they  should  not  eat  {2;;;j*[;^- 
these  things ;  but  Moses  in  the  Spirit  spake  . 
unto  them. 

3  Now  the  sow  he  forbade  them  to  eat  5 
meaning  thus  much  :  thou  shalt  not  join  thy- 
self to  such  persons  as  are  like  unto  swine  ; 
who,  whilst  they  live  in  pleasure,  forget  their 
God  ;  but  when  any  want  pinches  them,  then 
they  know  the  Lord  :  as  the  sow,  when  she  is 
full,  knows  not  her  master  ;  but  when  she  is 
hungry,  she  makes  a  noise  ;  and  being  again 
fed,  is  silent. 

4.  Neither,  says  he,  shalt  thou  eat  the  eagle, 
nor  the  hawk,  nor  the  kite,  nor  the  crow,  that 
is,  thou  shalt  not  keep  company  with  such 
kind  of  men  as  know  not  how  by  their  labour 
and  sweat  to  get  themselves  food  ;  but  injuri- 
ously ravish  away  the  things  of  others ;  and 
watch  how  to  lay  snares  for  them  ;  when  at 
the  same  time  they  appear  to  live  in  perfect 
innocence. 

5  ("  So  these  birds  alone  seek  not  food  for  J^J^^y^** 
themselves,  but)  sitting  idle,  seek  how  they 
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may  eat  of  the  flesh  which  others  have  provi- 
ded; being  destructive  through  their  wicked- 
ness. 

6.  Neither,  says  he,  shalt  thou  eat  the  lam- 
prey, nor  the  polypus,  nor  the  cuttle-fish ;  that 
is,  thou  shalt  not  be  like  such  mcn^  by  using 
thTeSr*'**  to  converse  with  them;  who  are  ^altogether 
wicked  and  adjudged  to  death.     For  so  those 
kinds  are  alone  accursed,  and  wallow  in  the 
mire,  nor  swim  as  other  fishes,  but  tumble  in 
the  dirt  at  the  bottom  of  the  deep. 
ijj«*^cote-       7  But  he  adds,  *  Neither  shalt  thou  eat  of 
to  *ioc"°° '  the  hare.     To  what  end  ? — To  signify  this  to 
{J^^"^*>ius  ;  -'thou  shalt  not  be  an  adulterer,  nor  liken 
mJJkind*^  thyself  to  such  persons.     For  the  hare  every 
kjLMiveti^,yeRT  multiplies  *the  places  of  its  conception  ; 
iTpvKQT.    and  as  many  years  as  it  lives,  so  many  'it  has. 
8  Neither  shalt  thou  eat  of  the  hyena ;  that 
is,  again,  be  not  an  adulterer,  nor  a  corrupter 
of  others;    neither   be  like  to  such.      And 
'•Poteverai  wherefore  so  ? — ""Because  that  creature  every 
"Sve  Xm-year  changes  its  kind,  and  is  sometimes  male, 
oiheredeny  auQ  somctimcs  tcmale. 

■oLCkiteie"'      9.  For  which  cause  also  he  justly  hated  the 
"  ^       weasel ;  to  the  end  that  they  should  not  be 
like  such  persons  who  with  their  mouths  com- 
mit wickedness,  by  reason  of  their  unclean- 
ness ;  nor  join  themselves  with  those  impure 
women,  who  with  their  mouths  commit  wick- 
•  vid.  Arist.  edness.     "  Because  that  animal  conceives  with 
JS;;!^'"-^'*- its  mouth. 

?iihSp\  10  Moses  therefore,  speaking  as  concern- 
AdjLCoieier.  j,^g  mcats,  dclivercd  indeed  three  great  pre- 
cepts to  them  in  the  spiritual  signification  of 
those  commands.  But  they,  according  to  the 
desires  of  the  flesh,  understood  him  as'  if  he 
had  only  meant  it  of  meats. 

11  And  therefore  David  took  aright   the 
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knowledge  of  bis  threefold  command,  saying, 
in  like  manner ; 

12  'Blessed  is  the  ma^  that  hath  not  walk- •  p»*un i  >. 
ed  in  the  cc^nsel  of  the  ungodly ;  as  the  fish- 
es before  mentioned,  in   the  bottom  of  the 

deep  in  darkness. 

13  Nor  stood  in  the  way  of  sinners,  as  they 
who  seem  to  fear  the  Lord,  but  yet  sin,  as 
the  sow. 

14  And  hath  not  sat*  in  the  seat  of  the 
scorners ;  as  those  birds  who  sit  and  watch 
that  they  may  devour. 

1 5  Here  you  have  the  law  concerning  meat 
perfectly  set  forth,  and  according  to  the  true 
knowledge  of  it. 

16.  But  says  Moses,  'Ye  shall  eat  all  that' flee  Edit 
divideth  the  hoof  and  cheweth  the  cud.     Sig-2Xi?eS** 
nifying  thereby  such  a  one  as  having  taken  I^I.' a*  ' 
his  food,  knows  him  that  nourisheth  him  ;  and 
resting  upon  him,  rejoiceth  in  him. 

17  And  in  this  he  spake  well,  having  re- 
spect to  the  commandment.  'What  therefore fcomp. 

is  it  that  he  says  ? — ^That  we  should  hold  fasti.in"i.n*Ji 
to  them  that  fear  the  Lord;  with  those  whoTE!id..?i!5: 
meditate  on  the  command  of  the  word  which  SuTio^*' 
they  have  received,  in  their  heart ;  with  those 
that  declare  the  righteous  judgments  of  the 
Lord  ;  and  keep  his  commandments ; 

18  In  short,  with  those  who  know  that  to 
meditate  is  a  work  of  pleasure,  and  therefore 
'exercise   themselves    in    the  word   of   the' 
Lord. . 

19  But  why  might  they  eat  those  that  clave 
the  hoof?  Because  the  righteous  liveth  in 
this  present  world;  But  his  expectation  is 
fixed  upon  the  other.  See,  brethren,  how  ad- 
mirably Moses  commanded  these  things. 

20  But  how  should  we  thus  know  all  this, 

2V 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$46  THE  GENERAL  EPISTLE 

•  '  't 

and  understand  it?  We,  therefore,  under- 
standing aright  the  commandments,  speak  as 
the  Lord  would  have  us.  Wherefore  he  has 
circumcised  our  ears  and  our  hearts,  that  we 
might  know  these  things. 

CHAP.  X. 

Baptism  and  the  croes  of  Christ  foretold  in  figures  under  the  law. 

LET  us  now  incjuirc  whether  the  Lord  took 
care  to  manifest  any  thing  beforehand  con- 
cerning water  and  the  cross. 

2  Now  for  the  former  of  these,  it  is  written 
to  the  people  of  Israel  how  they  shall  not  re- 
ceive that  baptism  which  brings  to  forgiveness 
of  sins ;  but  shall  institute  another  to  them- 
selves, that  cannot. 

•  Jeremiah  3  For  thus  saith  the  prophet,  '  Be  astonish- 
ed, O  Heaven  !  and  let  the  earth  tremble  at  it, 
because  this  people  have  done  two  great  and 
wicked  things  :  they  have  left  me,  the  foun- 

tain of  living  water,  and  have  digged  for 
themselves  broken  cisterns  that  can  hold  no 
water. 

nM^'c^iTrer      "^  '^  ^y  ^^'^  mouutaiu  '  Zion  a  desolate 
and  Ed.  Ox-  wildcmcss  ?     "  For  ye  shall  be  as  a  young  bird 

on.  m  loc.  .  .  ,   •'  ./  o 

« iga.  xvi.  1,  when  Its  nest  is  taken  away. 

•  isa.  xw.  2.     ^  ^^^^  again  the  prophet  saith,  '  I  will  go 

before  thee,  and  will  make  plain  the  moun- 
tains, and  will  break  the  gates  of  brass,  and 
will  snap  in  sunder  the  bars  of  iron  ;  and  will 
give  thee  dark,  and  hidden,  and  invisible  trea- 
sures, that  they  may  know  that  I  am  the  Lord 
God. 
-  ua.  xxiii.  6  And  again  ;  He  shall  dwell  "  in  the  high 
^^'^^  den  of  the  strong  rock.  And  then,  what  fol- 
lows in  the  same  prophet  ?  His  water  is  faith- 
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ful :  ye  shall  see  the  king  with  glory,  and 
your  soul  shall  learn  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

7  And  again  he  saith  in  another  prophet ; 
He  that  does  these  things  '  shall  be  like  a  tree 
planted  by  the  currents  of  water,  which  shall 
give  its  fruit  in  its  season.  Its  leaf  also  shall 
not  wither,  and  whatsoever  he  doth  it  shall 
prosper. 

8  As  for  the  wicked,  it  is  not  so  with  them ; 
but  they  are  as  the  dust  which  the  wind  scat- 
tereth  away  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

9  Therefore  the  ungodly  shall  not  stand  in 
the  judgment,  neither  the  sinners  in  the  coun- 
cil of  the  righteous.  For  the  Lord  knoweth 
the  way  of  the  righteous,  and  the  way  of  the 
ungodly  shall  perish. 

10  Consider  how  he  has  joined  both  the 
cross  and  tlie  water  together. 

11  For  this  he  saith ;  Blessed  are  they  who 
put  their  trust  in  the  cross,  descend  into  the 
water;  for  they  shall  have  their  reward  in 
due  time ;  then,  saith  he,  will  I  give  it  them. 

12  But  as  concerning  the  present  time,  he 
saith,  their  leaves  shall  not  fall;  meaning 
thereby,  that  every  word  that  shall  go  out  of 
your  mouth,  shall  through  faith  and  charity 
be  to  the  conversion  and  hope  of  many. 

13  In  like  manner  doth  another  prophet  yz«pb.ui 
speak.  '  And  the  land  of  Jacob  was  the  praise  %„  ^, 
of  all  the  earth ;  '  magnifying  thereby  "  the  ^:j«^«  ^ 
vessel  of  his  spirit.  ^wt^^dS 

14  And  what  follows? — ^And  there  was  ajj^w*^- 
river  running  on  the  right  hand,  and  beautiful  jj^Aiex. 
trees  grew  up  by  it ;  and  he  that  shall  eat  of  Jgo^j^jw 
them  shall  live  for  ever.     The  signification  of  •crtwnf  tbn 
which  is  this  ;  that  we  go  down  into  the  water  ESTSm 
full  of  sins  and  pollution  ;  but  come  up  again  «i.e.  tim 
bringing  forth  fruit;  having  in  our  hearts  thec^^L^ 
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fear  and  hope  which  is  in  Jesus,  by  the  spirit. ' 
And  whosoever  shall  eat  of  thein  shall  live  for 
ever. 

15  That  is,  whosoever  shall  hearken  to 
those  who  call  them,  and  shall  believe,  shall 
live  for  ever. 


CHAP.  XI^ 

The  subject  continued. 

In  like  manner  he  determines  concerning 
»vM.coii-  the  cross  in  *  another  prophet,  saying:  And 
oJonfcomp.  when  shall  these  things  be  fulfilled  ? 
4T'ciobi.co-     2  The  Lord  answers,  When  the  tree  that  is 
«d.iiik>c.    £^jjgjj  gjj^ii  yjg^^  j^jjj  when  blood  shall  drop 

down  from  the  tree.     Here  you  have  again 
mention  made,  both  of  the  cross,  and  of  him 
that  was  to  be  crucified  upon  it. 
•  See 81.         3  'And  yet  farther  he   saith   by    Moses 
manner,     (wheu  Isracl  was  fighting  with,  and  beaten  by, 
BS^d?i».  a  strange  people  ;  to  the  end  that  God  might 
o5?o^£k.    put  **  them  in  mind  how  that  for  their  sins  they 
d  Thai  were  were  dclivercd  uuto  death);  yea,  the  Holy 
•0  beaten,    gpirj^  py^  into  the  hcart  of  Moses,  to  repre- 
sent both  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  of  him  that 
was  to  suffer ;  that  so  they  might  know  that  if 
they  did  not  believe  in  him,  they  should  be 
overcome  for  ever. 
Ib22r*?n  w*     4  Moses  therefore  '  piled  up  armour  upon 
S£<S*"£at.  armour  in  the  middle  of  a  rising  ground,  and 
ve»-        standing  up  high  above  all  of  them,  stretched 
forth  his  arms,  and  so  Israel  again  conquer- 
ed. 

5  But  no  sooner  did  he  let  down  his  hands, 
but  they  were  again  slain.  And  why  so  ? — To 
the  end  they  might  know,  that  except  they 
trust  in  him,  they  cannot  be  saved. 
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* 

6  And  in  another  prophet  be  saith,  ^Ihavei'"*^'^- 
stretched  out  my  hands  all  the  day  long  to  a 
people  disobedient,  and  speaking  against  my 
righteous  way. 

7  And  again  Moses  makes  a  '  type  of  Jesus,  utS^JuSSi 
to  show  that  he  was  to  die,  and  then  that  he,  ^c. vlZ""*' 
whom  they  thought  to  be  dead,  was  to  give  ^77. 2"°* 
life  to  others  ;  in  the  Hype  of  Uhose  that  fell* sign. 

m  Israel.  ing. 

8  For  God  caused  all  sorts  of  serpents  to 
bite  them,  and  they  died  ;  forasmuch  as  by  a 
serpent,  transgression  began  in  Eve ;  that 
so  he  might  convince  them  that  for  their 
transgressions  they  shall  be  delivered  into  the 
pain  of  death. 

9  Moses  then  himself,  who  had  command- 
ed them,  saying,  ^  Ye  shall  not  make  to  your->jD««-™"- 
selves  any  graven  or  molten  image,  to  be  your 

god,  yet  now  did  so  himself,  that  he  might 
represent  to  them  the  figure  of  the  Lord  Je- 
sus. 

10  For  he  made  a  brazen  serpent,  and  set 
it  up  on  high,  and  called  the  people  together 
by  a  proclamation  :  where  being  come,  they 
entreated  Moses  that  he  would  make  an  atone- 
ment for  them,  and  pray  that  they  might  be 
healed. 

1 1  Then  Moses  spake  unto  them,  saying, 
when  any  one  among  you  shall  be  bitten,  let 
him  come  unto  the  serpent  that  is  set  upon  the 
pole ;  and  let  him  assuredly  trust  in  him,  that 
though  he  be  dead,  yet  he  is  able  to  give  life, 
and  presently  he  shall  be  saved  ;  and  so  they 
did.  See  therefore  how  here  also  you  have 
in  this  the  glory  of  Jesus;  and  that  *in  himi 
and  to  him  are  all  things. 

12  Again;  What  says  Moses  to  Jesus  the 
son  of  Nun,  when   he  gave  that  name  unto 
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him,  as  being  a  prophet,  that  all  the  people 
'i^*^*  might  hear  him  alone,  'because  the  Tather 
did  manifest  all  things  concerning  his  Son  Je- 
«^p1S25'  s^>  ^^  "  Jesus  the  Son  of  Nun  ;  and  gave  him 
lS%kL*^  that  name  when  he  sent  him  to  spy  out  the 
Edit.  o«>iL  laud  q{  Canaan  ;  "  he  said,  Take  a  book  in 
"vid.inwrp.  thine  hands,  and  write  what  the  Lord  saith: 
Ex^.  xiii,  for  as  much  as  Jesus  the  Son  of  God  shall  in 
^  the  last  days  cut  oflf  by  the  roots  all  the  house 

of  Amalek.  See  here  again  Jesus,  not  the 
son  of  man,  but  the  son  of  God,  made  mani- 
fest in  a  type  and  in  the  flesh. 

13  But  because  it  might  hereafter  be  said, 
J^^Tj^that  Christ  was  the  Son  of  David  ;  "therefore 

David,  fearing  and  well  knowing  the  errors  of 
«-thc  wicked,  saith,  'The  Lord  said  unto  ray 
Lord,  Sit  thou  on  my  right  hand  until  I  make 
thine  enemies  thy  footstool. 

14  And  again  Isaiah  speaketh  on  this  wise, 
tvid-An^ot*^**^  Lord  said  unto  '  Christ  my  Lord,  I  have 
^'idit!'  laid  hold  on  his  right  hand,  that  the  nations 
wT'iSISh®^^^^^  obey  before  him,  and  I  will  break  the 
«»v%.       strength  of  kings. 

coa.p.v«t     15  Behold,  how  both  'David  and  Isaiah 


I. 


LaLlnteip. 


call  him  Lord,  and  the  Son  of  God. 


CHAP.  XII. 

The^romiae  of  Crod  not  made  to  the  Jews  only,  but  to  the  Gentiles 
tleo,  and  fuitilled  to  us  by  Jetas  Christ. 

BUT  let  us  go  yet  further  and  inquire  wheth- 
er this  people  be  the  heir,  or  the  former  ;  and 
whether  the  covenant  be  with  us,   or  with 

ai.CoBu».8u"*eill. 

pmuij^^m.     2  And  first,  as  concerning  the  people,  hear 

tl^Yi^'  now  what  the  Scripture  saith. 

Edu.  oion.     3  .  jgg^^  prayed  for  his  wife  Rebekah,  be- 
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caase  she  was  barren  ;  and  she  eon^ired. 
Afterwards,  Rebekah  went  forth  to  imquire  of 
the  Lord. 

4  And  the  Lord  said  unto  her,  There  are 
two  nations  in  thy  womb,  and  two  people  shall 
come  from  thy  body ;  and  the  one  shall  have 
power  over  the  other  ;  and  the  greater  shall 
serve  the  lesser.  Understand  here  who  was 
laaae;  who  Rebekah;  and  of  whom  it  was 
foretold,  that  this  people  should  be  greatev 
than  that. 

5  And  in  another  prophecy  Jacob  speaketh^Q^.^^, 
more  clearly  to  his  son  Joseph,  saying,  '  Be- 
hold, the  Lord  hath  not  deprived  me  of  see- 
ing thy  face :. bring  me  thy  sons^  that  I  maj 

bless  them.    And  he  brought  unto  his  father 
"Manasseh  and  Ephraim,.  desiring  that  he«<vid.LM. 
should  bless  Manasseh,  because  be  wias  the'"**^^**' 
elder. 

6  Therefore  Joseph  brought  him  to  the 
right  hand  of  his  father  Jacob.  But  Jacob  by 
the  spirit  foresaw  the  figure  of  the  people  that 
was  to-  come.  ^ 

7  And  what  saith  the  Scripture  ?  And  Jw* 
cob  crossed  his  hands,  and  put  his  right  hand 
upon  Ephraim,  his  second  and  the  younger 
son,  and  blessed  him.  And  Joseph  said  unto 
Jacob,  Put  thy  right  hand  upon*  the  head  of 
Manasseh,  for  he  is  my  first  born  son^  And 
Jacob  said  unto  Joseph^  I  know  it,  my  son^I 
know  it :  but  the  greater  shall  serve  the  lesser  f 
tfiough  he  also  shall  bo  blessed; 

8  i>e  see  of  whom  he  appointed  it,. that 
they  should  be  the  first  people,  and  heiiB  of 
the  covenant, 

9  If  therefore  God  shall  have  yet  further 
taken  notice  of  this  by  Abraham  too;  our 
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undcrstandiog  of  it  will  then  be  perfectly  es- 
tablished. 

10  What  then  saith  the  Scripture  to  Abra- 
J^^^iJjham,  when  he  'believed,  and  it  was  imputed 
JliJT'uiiiT  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  righteousness  ?    Behold,  1  have 
Wiv.a.'  made  thee  a  father  of  the  nations,  which  with- 
out circumcision  believe  in  the  Lord. 

11  Let  us  therefore  now  inquire,  whether 
God  has  fulfilled  the  covenant,  which  he  sware 
to  our  fathers,  that  he  would  give  this  people  ? 
Yes,  verily,  he  gave  it :  but  they  were  not 
worthy  to  receive  it  by  reason  of  their  sins. 

^od.xriy.     j2  For  thus  saith  the  prophet :  ;  And  Mo- 
ses continued  fasting  in  Mount  Sinai,  to  re- 
ceive the  covenant  oi  the  Lord  with  the  peo- 
ple, forty  days  and  forty  nights. 
E^i'Si?'     13  '  And  he  received  of  the  Lord  two  tables 
"•  written  with  the  finger  of  the  Lord's  hand  in 

the  Spirit.    And  Moses,  when  he  had  receiv- 
ed them,  brought  them  down  that  he  might  de- 
liver them  to  the  peopl^. 
7^S2i?u:     14  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses ;  "Moses, 
^  Moses,  get  thee  down  quickly,  for  the  people 

which  thou  broughtest  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt 
have  done  wickedly. 

15  And  Moses  understood  that  they  had 
again  set  up  a  molten  image ;  and  he  cast  the 
two  tables  out  of  his  hands ;  and  the  tables  of 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord  were  broken.  Mo- 
ses therefore  received  them,  but  they  were  not 
worthy. 

16  Now  then  learn  how  we  have  received 
them.  Moses,  being  a  servant,  took  them  ; 
but  the  Lord  himself  has  given  them  unto  us, 
that  we  might  be  the  people  of  his  inheritance^ 
having  suffered  for  us. 

17.  He  was  therefore  made  manifest ;  that 
they  should  fill  up  the  measure  of  their  sins. 
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^nd  that  we  'being  made  heirs  by  him,  should  to^viJi 
•receive  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

18  And  again  the  prophet  saith:    "  Behold,  *i«^^««^ 
I  have  set  thee  for  a  light  unto  the  Gentiles,  to 

T)e   *  the  Saviour  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  Ji^^'^^"" 
saith  the  Lord,  the  God  who  hath  redeemed 
thee. 

19  Who  for  that  very  end  was  prepared, 
that  by  his  own  appearing  he  might  redeem 
our  hearts,  already  devoured  by  death,  and 
'delivered  over  to  the  irregularity  of  error, 
from  darkness ;  and  establish  a  covenant  with 
lis  by  his  word. 

20  For  so  it  is  written,  that  the  Father  com- 
manded him,  by  delivering  us  from  darkness, 
to  prepare  unto  himself  a  holy  people. 

21  Wherefore  the  prophet  saith,  l  the'*"^*** 
Lord  thy  God  have  called  thee  in  righteous- 
ness, and  I  will  take  thee  by  thy  hand,  and  I 
will  strengthen  thee.  And  give  thee  for  a  cov- 
enant of  the  people,  for  a  light  of  the  Gentiles. 
'^  To  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  to  bring  out'^ven*? 
the  prisoners  from  the  prison,  and  them  that 
sit  in  darkness  out  of  the  prison-house. 

22  Consider  therefore  from  whence  we 
have  been  redeemed.  And  again  the  prophet 
«aith,  '  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  be- c'"*  "LiSt 
cause  he  hath  anointed  me  ;  he  hath  sent  me  ^''  ^^ 
to  preach  glad  tidings  to  the  lowly  ;  to  heal 
the  broken  in  heart ;  to  preach  remission  to 
the  captives,  and  sight  unto  the  blind ;  to  pro- 
claim the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  day  of  restitution;  to  comfort  all  that 
mourn. 
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fore,  we  are  greatly  deceived  if  we  imagine 
that  any  one  can  now  sanctify  that  day  which 
God  has  made  holy,  without  having  a  heart 
pure  in  all  things. 

8  Behold,  therefore,  he  will  then  truly  sanc- 
tify it  with  blessed  rest,  when  we  (having  re- 
ceived the  righteous  promise,  when  iniquity 
shall  be  no  more,  all  things  being  renewed  by 
the  Lord)  shall  be  able  to  sanctify  it,  being 
ourselves  first  made  holy. 

9  Lastly,  he  saith  unto  them  :  "Your  new » bo.  1.13. 
moons  and  your  sabbaths  I  carlnot  bear  them. 
Consider  what  he  means  by  it ;  the  sabbaths, 

says  he,  which  ye  now  keep,  are  not  accepta- 
ble unto  me,  but  those  which  I  have  made ; 
wheu,  restiuff  from  all  things,  I  shall  begin "  the  *»  ^^^^  0^ 

•111  ^1  •  II*'  nt  1      •»  Falhera,  q. 

eighth  day,  that  is,  the  begmning  of  the  oth-  j;;,jjp"^„^ 
er  world.  inki.p.36.' 

10  For  which  cause  we  observe  the  eighth 
day  with  gladness,  in  which  Jesus  rose  from 
the  dead,  and  having  manifested  himself  to  his 
disciples,  ascended  into  heaven. 

11  IT  It  remains  yet  that  I  speak  to  you 
concerning  the  temple  ;  how  those  miserable 
men,  being  deceived,  have  put  their  trust  in 

the  ''  house,  and  not  in  God  himself  who  made  ^J^J.^**- 
them;  as  if  it  were  the  habitation  of  God.     veuiatlin. 

12  For  much  after  the  same  manner  as  the 
Gentiles,  they  consecrated  him  in  the  temple. 

13  But  learn  therefore  how  the  Lord  speak- 

eth,  rendering  the  temple  vain  :  '  Who  has  ]^^^^  «»• 
measured  the  heaven  with  a  span,  and  the 
earth  with  his  hand  ?  Is  it  not  I  ?  Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  '^  Heaven  is  my  throne,  and  thej^»»»^'^' 
earth  is  my  footstool.  What  is  the  house 
that  ye  will  build  me  ?  Or  what  is  the  place 
of  my  rest  ?  Know  therefore  that  all  their 
hope  is  vain. 
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14  And  again  he  speaketh  after  CbiS'  man- 
ner :  Behold,  they  that  destroy  this  temple,, 
even  they  shal|  again  build  it  up.  And  so  it 
came  to  pass ;  for  through  their  wars  it  is- 
now  destroyed  by  theh*  enemies  ;  and  the  ser- 
vants of  their  enemies  build  it  up. 

15  Furthermore,  it  has  been  made  manifest,^ 
how  both  the  city  and  the  temple,  and  the 
people  of  Israel,  should  be  given  up.    For  the 

Jjjjp^^««- Scripture  saith ;  'And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in^ 
the  last  days,  that  the  Lord  will  deliver  up  the 
sheep  of  his  pasture,  and  their  fold,  and  their 
tower,  unto  destruction.  And  it  is  come  ta 
pass,  as  the  Lord  hath  spoken. 

16  Let  us  inquire,  therefore,  whether  there 
be  any  temple  of  God  ?  Yes,  there  is;  and 
that  there,  where  himself  declares  that  he 
would  both  make  and  perfect  it.   For  it  is  vnrit- 

H^'^ii^M  ^^^  •  '^^A  it  shall  be  that  as  soon  as  the  week 
shall  be  completed,  the  temple  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  gloriously  built  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord. 

17  I  find  therefore,  that  there  is  a  temple. 
But  how  shall  it  be  built  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  ?     I  will  show  you. 

18  Before  that  we  believed  in  God,  the 
habitation  of  our  heart  was  corruptible,  and 
feeble,  as  a  temple  truly  built  with  hands. 

19  For  it  was  a  house  full  of  idolatry,  a 
house  of  devils  ;  inasmuch  as  there  was  done 
in  it  whatsoever  was  contrary  unto  God.  But 
it  shall  be  built  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

20  Consider,  how  that  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  very  gloriously  built ;  and  by 
what  means  that  shall  be,  learn. 

21  Having  received  remission  of  our  sins, 
and  trusting  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  we  are 
become  renewed,  being  again  created  as  it 
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were  from  the  beginning.     Wherefore,  God 
truly  dwells  in  our  house,  that  is,  in  us. 

22  But  how  does  he  dwell  in  us?  The 
word  of  his  faith,  the  calling  of  his  promise, 
the  wisdom  of  his  righteous  judgments,  the 
commands  of  his  doctrine  ;  he  himself  proph- 
esies within  us,  he  himself  dwelleth  in  us,  and 
openeth  to  us  who  were  in  bondage  of  death 

the  gate  of  "our  temple,  that  is,  "the  mouth «vid.Lat. 
of  wisdom,  having  given  repentance  unto  us  ;^"'^'*** 
and  by  this  means  has  brought  us  to  be  an  in- 
corruptible temple. 

23  He  therefore  that  desires  to  be  saved 
looketh  "  not  unto  the  man,  but  unto  him  that 
dwelleth  in  him,  and  speaketh  by  him  ;  being 
struck  with  wonder,  forasmuch  as  he  never 
either  heard  him  speaking  such  words  out  of 
his  mouth,  nor  ever  desired  to  hear  them. 

24  This  is  that  spiritual  temple  that  is  built 
unto  the  Lord. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Of  the  way  of  light ;  being  a  sunimary  of  what  a  Christian  is  to  do, 
that  he  may  be  happy  for  erer. 

AND  thus,  I  trust,  I  have  declared  to  you  ^ 

as  much,  and  with  as  great  simplicity  as  I 
could,  those  things  which  make  for  your  sal- 
vation, so  as  not  to  have  omitted  any  thing 
that  might  be  requisite  thereunto. 

2  For  should  I  speak  further  of  the  things 

that  •  now  are,  and  of  those  that  are  to  come,»8ou»oMi 
you  would  not  yet  understand  them,  seeing      '°'*^ 
they  lie  in  parables.    This   therefore   shaU 
suffice  as  to  these  things. 

3  Let  us  now  go  on  to  the  other  kind  of 
knowledge  and  doctrine.    There  are  two  ways  f 

22»  ' 
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of  doctrine  and  power ;  the  one  pf  light,  the 
other  of  darkness. 

4  Bat  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference 
between  these  two  ways ;  for  over  one  are 

•  vid. Cote- appointed  the  •  angels  of  God;  the  leaders 

BLiui*^  ^*of  the  way  of  light ;  over  the  other,  the  an- 

p.aini  I.     g^jg  ^^  Satan.     And  the  one  is  the  Lord  from 

everlasting   to  everlasting ;  the  other  is  the 

prince  of  the  time  of  unrighteousness. 

5  Now  the  way  of  light  is  this,  if  any  one 
desires  to  attain  to  the  place  that  is  appointed 
for  him,  and  will  hasten  thither  by  his  works. 
And  the  knowledge  that  has  been  given  to  us 
for  walking  in  it,  is  to  this  effect :  Thou  shalt 
love  him  that  made  thee  :  thou  shalt  glorify 
him  that  hath  redeemed  thee  from  death. 

6  Thou  shalt  be  simple  in  heart,  and  rich 
in  the  spirit.  Thou  shalt  not  cleave  to  those 
that  walk  in  the  way  of  death.  Thou  shalt 
hate  to  do  any  thing  that  is  not  pleasing  unto 
God.  Thou  shalt  abhor  all  dissimulation. 
Thou  shalt  not  neglect  any  of  the  conunands 
of  the  Lord. 

7  Thou  shalt  not  exalt  thyself,  but  shalt  be 
humble.  Thou  shalt  not  take  honour  to  thy- 
self. Thou  shalt  not  enter  into  any  wicked 
counsel  against  thy  neighbour.  Thou  shalt 
not  be  over-confident  in  thy  heart. 

8  Thou  shalt  not  commit  fornication,  nor 
adultery.  Neither  shalt  thou  corrupt  thyself 
with  mankind.  Thou  shalt  not  make  use  of 
the  word  of  God,  to  any  impurity. 

9  Thou  shalt  not  accept  any  man's  person, 
when  thou  reprovest  any  one's  faults.  Thou 
shalt  be  gentle.  Thou  shalt  be  quiet.  Thou 
shalt  tremble  at  the  words  which  thou  hast 
heard.  Thou  shalt  not  keep  any  hatred  iu 
thy  heart  against  thy  brother.    Thou  shalt 
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not  entertaio  any  doubt  whether  it  shall  be,  or 
not    , 

10  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord 
in  vain.  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  above 
thy  own  soul. 

11  Thou  shalt  not  destroy  thy  conceptions 
before  they  are  brought  forth ;  nor  kill  them 
after  they  are  born. 

12  Thou  shalt  not  withdraw  thy  hand  from 
thy  son,  or  from  thy  daughter ;  but  shalt  teach 
them  from  their  youth  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

13  Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's 
goods ;  neither  shalt  thou  be  '  an  extortioner.  J^^^SJlSi*, 
Neither  shall  thy  heart  be  joined  to  proud  men ; '    **^' 
but  thou  shalt  be  numbered  among  the  right* 

eous  and  the  lowly.    Whatever  ^events  shall yBflbcti. 
happen  unto  thee,  thou  shalt  receive  them  as 
good. 

14  Thou  shalt  not  be  double-minded,  or 
double-tongued;  for  a  double  tongue 'is  the 
snare  of  death.  Thou  shalt  be  subject  unto 
the  Lord,  and  to  inferior  masters  as  to  the 
representatives  of  God,  in  fear  and  reverence. 

15  Thou  shalt  not  be  bitter  in  thy  commands 
towards  any  of  thy  servants  that  trust  in  (jod ; 
lest  thou  chance  not  to  fear  him  who  is  over 
both ;  because  he  came  not  to  call  any  with        ' 
respect  of  persons,  but  whomsoever  the  spirit 

had  prepared. 

16  Thou  shalt  communicate  to  thy  neigh- 
bour of  all  thou  hast;  thou  shalt  not  call  anyj^sg^cchi.- 
thing  thine  own:  for  if  ye  partake   in  suchiiwd-^-s^ 

,  .    ®  Mil  1  For     io     I 

thmgs  as  are  mcorruptible,  how  much  more«^  ^^ 
should  ye  do  it  in  those  that  are  corruptible  ?  -r^r  Vr^ 

17  'Thou  shalt  not  be  forward  to  speak ; JJT,. 2SSu 
for  the  mouth  is  the  snare  of  death.  •  strive  SSjeSire*^ 
for  thy  soul  with  all  thy  might.    'Reach  notpibuu^js. 
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out  thine  hand  to  receive,  and  withhold,  it  not 

when  thou  shouldest  give. 

18  Thou  shalt  love,  as  the  apple  of  thine 

eye,  every  one  that  speaketh  unto  thee  the 
me^hSWord  of  the  Lord.  'Call  to  thy  remem- 
diy!'  Th^hrance,  day  and  night,  the  future  judgment, 
worda  v^i-  19  Thou  shalt  seek  out  every  day  the  per- 
jj^^^^^sons  of  the  ''righteous:  and  both  consider,  and 
oud7  inwrt-go  about  to  cxhort  others  by  the  Word,  and 

ed,  and  per-  ^       , .  ,  ,  -^  ,        ' 

wt^  the  meditate  how  thou  mayest  save  a  soul. 
-or.sainto.  20  Thou  shalt  also  labour  with  thy  hands  to 
*rSm*uon*S^^®  *^  ^^®  poor,  'that  thy  sins  may  be  forgiv- 
jf^yg^en  thee.  Thou  shall  not  deliberate  whether 
Lxx  ^•^thou  shouldest  give;  nor  having  given,  mur- 
mur at  it. 

21  Give  to  every  one  that  asks ;  so  shalt 
thou  know  who  is  the  good  rewarder  of  thy 
gifts. 

22  Keep  what  thou  hast  received ;  thou  shalt 
neither  add  to  it,  nor  take  from  it 

23  Let  the  wicked  be  always  thy  aversion. 
Thou  shalt  judge  righteous  judgment.  Thou 
shalt  never  cause  divisions;  but  shall  make 
peace  between  those  that  are  at  variance,  and 
bring  them  together. 

24  Thou  shalt  confess  thy  sins ;  and  not 
come  to  thy  prayer  with  an  evil  conscience. 

25  This  is  the  way  of  light. 


CHAP.  XV. 

Of  the  way  of  darkneas ;  that  is,  what  kind  of  peraona  ahail  be  for- 
ever caat  out  of  the  kiogdom  of  God. 

BUT  the  way  of  darkness  is  crooked  and 
full  of  cursing.  F6r  it  is  the  way  of  eternal 
death,  with  punishment;  in  which  they  that  walk 
meet  those  things  that  destroy  their  own  souls. 
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2  Sach  are  idolatry,  confidence,  pride  of 
power,  hypocrisy,  double-mindedness,  adul- 
tery, murder,  rapine,  pride,  transgression,  de- 
ceit, malice,  arrogance,  witchcraft,  covetous- 
ness,  and  the  want  of  the  fear  of  God. 

3  In  this  walk  those  who  are  the  persecu- 
tors of  them  that  are  good ;  haters  of  truth ; 
lovers  of  lies ;  who  know  not  the  reward  of 
righteousness,  nor  cleave  to  any  thing  that  is 
good. 

4  Who  administer  not  righteous  judgment 
to  the  widow  and  orphan;  who  watch  for 
wickedness,  and  not  for  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

5  From  whom  gentleness  and  patience  are 
far  off;  who  love  vanity,  and  follow  after  re- 
wards ;  having  no  compassion  upon  the  poor; 
nor  take  any  pains  for  such  as  are  heavy  laden 
and  oppressed. 

6  Ready  to  evil  speaking,  not  knowing  him 
that  made  them ;  murderers  of  children  ;  cor- 
rupters of  the  creature  of  God ;  that  turn  away 
from  the  needy ;  oppress  the  afflicted ;  are  the 
advocates  of  the  rich,  but  unjust  judges  of  the 
poor ;  being  altogether  sinners. 

7  It  is  therefore  fitting  that,  learning  the  just 
commands  of  the  Lord,  which  we  have  before 
mentioned,  we  should  walk  in  them.  For  he 
who  does  such  things  shall  be  glorified  in  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

8  But  he  that  chooses  the  other  part,  shall 
be  destroyed  together  with  his  works.  For  this 
cause  there  shall  be  both  a  resurrection,  and  a 
retribution. 

9  I  beseech  those  that  are  in  high  estate 
among  you  (if  so  be  you  will  take  the  counsel 
which  with  a  good  intention  I  offer  to  you)^ 
you  have  those  with  you  towards  whom  you 
may  do  good ;  do  not  forsake  them. 
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10  For  the  day  is  at  hand  in  which  all  things 
shall  be  destroyed,  together  with  the  wicked 
one.  The  Lord  is  near,  and  his  reward  is 
with  him. 

Ill  beseech  you  therefore  again,  and  again, 
be  as  good  lawgivers  to  one  another ;  continue 
faithful  counsellors  to  each  other:  ren^ove 
from  among  you  all  hypocrisy. 

12  And  may  God,  the  Lord  of  all  the  world, 
give  you  wisdom,  knowledge,  counsel,  and  un- 
derstanding of  his  judgments  in  patience. 

13  Be  ye  taught  of  God ;  seeking  what  it  is 
the  Lord  requires  of  you,  and  doing  it ;  that 
ye  may  be  saved  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

14  And  if  there  be  among  you  any  remem- 
brance of  what  is  good,  think  of  me ;  meditating 
upon  these  things,  that  both  my  desire  and 
my  watching  for  you  may  turn  to  a  good  ac- 
count. 

15  I  beseech  you;  I  ask  it  as  a  favour  of 
/vemA.  you,  whilst  you  are  in  this  beautiful  ^  taberna- 
cle of  the  body,  be  wanting  in  none  of  these 
things ;  but  without  ceasing  seek  them,  and 
fulfil  every  command :  for  these  things  are  fit- 
ting and  worthy  to  be  done. 

16  Wherefore  I  have  given  the  more  dili- 
gence to  write  unto  you,  according  to  my 
ability,  that  you  might  rejoice.  Farewell  chil- 
dren of  love  and  peace. 

17  The  Lord  of  glory,  and  of  all  grace,  be 
with  your  spirit.  Amen. 

IT  The  end  of  the  Epistle  ofBatTiabas^  the  Apos- 
tie  J  and  fellow-traveller  of  St.  Paul^  the  Apos- 
tle. 
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A  DISCOURSE 

CONCERNINO 

THE  SECOND  EPISTLE  OF  ST.  CLEMENT. 

Of  the  Second  epistle  of  St.  Clement :  that  it  it  is  not  of  eqnal  repvu 
tation  with  the  former :  by  some  denied  to  be  St.  Clement's.  It  is 
most  probable  that  it  was  written  by  St.  Clement,  and  has  many 
excellent  things,  and  worthy  of  that  holy  man,  in  it.  These  two 
pieces  now  the  first  time  translated  into  our  own  language. 

1.  That  this  second  epistle  was  not  of  so  great  a  re- 
putation among  the  Primitive  Fathers,  as  the  foregoing, 
Eusebius  not  only  tells  us,  P  but  gives  us  this  testimony  ^^^^. 
of  it,  that  he  could  not  find  it  quoted,  as  the  other  was,  ^  38. 

by  any  of  them.     But  St.  Jerome  is  more  severe ;  <i  he  y  dc  sciipi. 
represents  it  to  us  as  rejected  by  them  :  and  Photius  af-       ^^ 
ter  him,  calls  it  a  spurious  piece. '    And  not  to  mention  "■  Phot.  cod. 

lis.  113. 

any  more,  our  most  reverend  Bishop  Usher  not  only 
concurs  in  the  same  censure,  but  offers  several  argu- 
ments in  proof  of  it.  •  »Diitcri.  de 

2.  And  yet,  when  all  is  done,  it  does  not  appear  but  Su  «p)io. 
that  St.  Clement  was  indeed  the  author  of  this,  as  well  as 

of  the  other  epistle  before  spoken  of ;  though  it  was  not 
80  much  esteemed,  nor  so  generally  known  to  the  an- 
cients as  that.     In  the  manuscript  of  St.  Thecla  *  we  t  vid.  Caui. 
find  this  set  forth  under  the  same  title  with  the  other.  cSdex  S>. 
And  in  all  the  other  catalogues  of  the  ancients,  where- mi!  «9. 
ever  one  is  spoken  of,  the  other  is  most  generally  men- 
tioned with  it :  as  may  particularly  be  observed  in  the 
Apostolical  Canons, «  not  to  mention  any  other  coUeo- «  Canon.  85. 
tions  of  this  kind. 
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•,2J*^^     3.  Nor  does  Eusebius  ▼  deny  this  epistle  to  be  St. 
^  Clement's  but  only  says  that  it  was  not  so  celebrated  as 

the  other.    And  it  is  true  we  do  not  find  it  either  so  of- 
ten or  so  expressly  mentioned  as  that     But  yet  if  the 
de%!^  conjecture  of  Wendeline,  ^  approved  by  a  very  learned 
<3'<M-        man  »  of  our  own  country,  may  be  admitted  ;  Eusebi- 
oSu^cuim.  us  himself  7  will  afibrd  us  an  instance  of  one  who  not 
tt.  e.  9.  $  loj  only  spake  of  it,  but  spake  of  it  as  wont  to  be  public- 
y^DoMb.      "y  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  church  of  Corinth.    For  discoursing  of 
S5j[/iJ^the  epistles  of  Dionysius,  Bishop  of  that  See,  he  tells 
us,  that  in  one  of  them  which  he  wrote  to  the  Romans, 
he  took  notice  of  St.  Clement's  epistle  in  these  words : 
to  day  have  we  kept  the  Lord's  day  with  all  holiness ; 
in  which  we  have  read  your  epistle,  as  we  shall  always 
continue  to  read  it  for  our  instruction,  together  with  the 
former  written  to  us  by  Clement    What  that  epistle 
was  of  which  Dionysius  here  speaks,  as  written  by  the 
church  of  Rome  to  that  of  Corinth,  and  publicly  read 
in  the  congregation  there,  does  not  appear.    Bishop  Be- 
veridge,  after  Wendeline,  conceives  it  to  have  been  that 
which  Clement  wrote  in  the  name  of  that  church  to 
them  ;  and  so  the  former  epistle  spoken  of  by  Dionysi- 
us, will  be  this  second,  written  in  his  own  name  to  the 
Corinthians,  not  by  authority  of  the  Roman  Church. 
'8m Dr.     But  this,  others'  will  by  no  means  allow;  they  sup- 
cuac.  torn.  1.  pose  the  letter  which  Dionysius  says  was  read  that  day 
^  among  them,  to  have  been  some  other  epistle,  either  of 

Soter,  or  of  the  church  of  Rome ;  and  make  use  of 
this  very  passage,  to  prove  that  they  had  received  but 
one  epistle  from  St  Clement,  nor  knew  of  any  other 
that  had  been  written  by  him. 

4.  And  yet  Epiphanius  »  expressly  tells  us,  that  this 
epistle,  no  less  than  the  foregoing,  was  in  his  time  wont 
to  be  publicly  read  in  the  congregation.  And  though 
St  Jerome  and  Photius  speak  indeed  but  meanly  of  it 
in  those  places  where  they  eeem  to  deliver  the  judgment 
of  Eusebius  rather  than  their  own  opinion ;  yet  upon 
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other  occasions^  they  make  no  exception  against  the^*^J^j^ 
authority  of  it,  but  equally  ascribe  it  to  St.  Clement JJ||i*J"piJ: 
with  the  other,  of  which  there  is  no  doubt.  m.^' 

6.  Having  said  thus  much  concerning  these  two  last^**"" 
pieces,  with  which  the  present  collection  is  concluded  ; 
I  have  but  this  to  add,  that  they  are  both  of  them  now 
first  of  all  given  in  our  own  language,  and  presented  to 
the  perusal  of  the  English  reader  :  the  former  from  the 
old  Latin  version,  which  is  by  some*^  much  complained 'Bwthg« 
of,  though  by  others^  as  strongly  defended  :  the  latter J^. not  i«^ 
from  the  original  Greek,  as  it  was  publbhed  by  Mr.<2CoteitriiH 
Patrick  Young  from  the  Alexandrian  manuscript,  the 
only  copy  that,  for  aught  appears,  does  at  this  day  re- 
main of  it. 

6.  If  any  one  shall  ask  how  it  came  (o  pass  that 
our  learned  countryman,  Mr.  Burton,  when  he  set  out 
the  former  epistle  of  St.  Clement  in  English,  did  not 
subjoin  this  to  it;  the  answer  which  himself «  warrants  •  Bnitwi'i 
us  to  return,  is  this :  that  taking  what  has  been  said  by  Bt.  cic 
the  ancients  before  mentioned,  in  the  strictest  sense,  he 
looked  upon  this  epistle  as  a  spurious  piece,  which 
though  it  carried  the  name  of  Su  Clement,  was  yet 
truly  no  more  his,  than  those  constitutions  and  recogni- 
tions, which  are  also  published  under  the  same  name, 
but  are  generally  acknowledged  to  be  none  of  his,  as  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  discourse  I  shall  take  occasion 
more  fully  to  shew. 

7.  As  for  the  epistle  itself,  I  have  concluded  it  some- 
what sooner  than  the  Greek,  which  yet  remains  of  it, 
does.  But  that  which  I  have  omitted  is  only  an  imper 
feet  piece  of  a  sentence,  which  would  have  made  the 
conclusion  much  more  abrupt  than  it  is  now  :  I  chose 
rather  to  add  what  followed  here,  than  to  continue  it 
there.  And  to  make  the  reader  the  better  amends  for  this 
liberty,  I  have  not  only  subjoined  what  remains  of  St 
Clement,  but  have  endeavoured  to  make  out  the  sense 
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of  what  is  wanting  in  our  copy  from  the  other  Clement^ 
who  seertis  to  have  followed  this  original. 

"  For  (he  Lord  himself  being  asked  by  a  certain  per- 
/ciwi.  eon, f  when  his  kingdom  should  come,  answered,  when 
M.Regio.  two  shall  be  one ;  and  that  which  is  without  as  that 
which  is  within  ;  and  the  male  with  the  female^  neither 
male  nor  female.  Now  two  are  one,  when  we  speak 
the  truth  to  each  other ;  and  there  is,  (without  hypocri- 
sy,) one  soul  in  two  bodies.  And  that  which  is  without 
as  that  which  is  within  ;  he  means  this  ;  he  calls  the 
soul  that  which  is  within,  and  the  body  that  which  is 
without.  As  therefore  thy  body  appears,  so  let  thy  soul 
be  seen  by  its  good  works.     And  the  male  with  the  fe- 

anB.male,  neither  male  nor  female; He  means :ir  he 

calls  our  anger  the  male,  our  concupiscence  the  female. 
When  therefore  a  man  is  come  to  such  a  pass,  that  he  is 
subject  neither  to  the  one  nor  the  other  of  these  ;  both 
of  which  through  the  prevalence  of  custom,  and  an  evil 
education,  cloud  and  darken  the  reason;  but  rather 
having  dispelled  the  mist  arising  from  them,  and  being 
full  of  shame,  shall  by  repentance  have  united  both  his 
soul  and  spirit  in  the  obedience  of  reason  ;  then,  as  Paul 
says,  there  is  in  us  neither  male  nor  female. 
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CHAP.  I. 


That  we  oight  to  value  our  salvation ;  and  to  show  that  we  do,  by  a 
sincere  obedience. 


BRETHREN,  we  ought  so  to  think  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  of  God  ;  as  of  the  judge  of  the  liv- 
ing and  the  dead  ;  nor  should  we  think  "  any «  I'Hue 
less  of  our  salvation.  melSTf. 

2  For  if  we  think  "  meanly  of  him,  we  shall 
hope  only  to  receive  '  some  small  things  from 
him. 

3  And  if  we  *  do  so,  we  shall  sin  ;  not '  con- 
sidering  from  whence  we  have  been  called,  \^^^l\i^^ 
and  by  whom,  and  to  what  place  ;  and  how* Knowing, 
much  Jesus  Christ  vouchsafed  to  suffer  for  our 
sakes. 

4  What  recompense  then  shall  we  render 
unto  him  ?  Or  what  fruit  that  may  be  worthy 
of  what  he  has  given  to  us  ? 

5  For  indeed    ^how   great  are   those  ad- JJfy^^^KJT 
vantages  which  we  owe  to  him  in  relation  to  J;,JJ,^ 
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our  holiness  ?  He  has  illumined  us ;  as  a 
father,  he  has  called  us  his  children  ;  he  has 
saved  us  who  were  lost  and  undone. 

6  What  praise  shall  we  give  to  him  ?  Or 
what  reward  that  may  be  answerable  to  those 
things  which  we  have  received. 

7  We  were  defective  in  our  understandings; 
worshipping  stones  and  wood ;  gold  and  silver, 
and  brass,  the  works  of  men's  hands  ;.and  our 
whole  life  was  nothing  else  but  death. 

8  Wherefore  being  encompassed  with  dark- 
ness, and  having  such  a  mist  before  our  eyes, 
we  have  looked  up,  and  through  his  will  have 
laid  aside  the  cloud  wherewith  we  were  sur- 
rounded. 

9  For  he  had  compassion  upon  us,  and  be- 
ing moved  in  his  bowels  towards  us,  he  saved 
us;  having  beheld  in  us  much  error,  and 
destruction  ;  and  seen  that  we  had  no  hope  of 
salvation,  but  only  through  him. 

10  For  he  called  us,  who  were  not;  and 
was  pleased  from  nothing  to  give  us  a  being. 


CHAP.  II. 

1  That  God  had  before  prophesied  by  Isaiah,  that  the  Gentiles  should 
be  saved.  8  That  this  ought  to  engage  such  especially  to  li?e 
well ;  without  which  they  will  still  miscarry. 

REJOICE   thou  barren  that  bearest  not, 
break  forth  and  cry,  thou  that  travailest  not ; 
for  she  that  is  desolate  hath  many  more  chil- 
MMiah  iiv.  dfen  ^jjj^Q  ghc  that  has  a  husband.* 

2  In  that  he  said.  Rejoice,  thou  barren  that 
bearest  not,  he  spake  of  us ;  for  our  church  was 
barren  before  that  children  were  given  unto  it. 

3  And  again  ;  when  he  said.  Cry,  thou  that 
travailest  not,  he  implied  thus  much :  That  af- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


II  CORINTHIANS.  260 

ter  the  manner  of  women  in  travail,  we  should 
not  cease  to  put  up  our  prayers  unto  God 
^abundantly.  i^H^ 

4  And  for  what  follows,  because  she  that  isj^^  ^ 
desolate  hath  more  children  than  she  that  hathJ^S;,*"*^!. 
a  husband;  it  was   therefore  added,  because  *»**'*^*' 
our  people  which  seemed  to  have  been  forsa- 
ken by  God,  now  believing  in  him,  are  become 

more  than  they  who  seem  to  have  God. 

5  And  another  scripture  saith, '  I  came  not 

to  call  the  righteous  but  sinners  (to  repent- is.*^  *' 
ance).    The  meaning  of  which  is  this ;  That 
those  who  were  lost  must  be  saved. 

6  For  that  is,  indeed,  truly  great  and  won- 
derful, not  to  confirm  those  things  that  are 
yet  standing,  but  those  which  are  falling. 

7  Even  so  did  it  seem  good  to  Christ  to 
save  what  was  lost ;  and  when  he  came  into 
the  world,  he  saved  msuiy,  and  called  us  who 
were  already  lost. 

8  Seeing  then  he  has  showed  so  great  mer- 
cy towards  us,  and  chiefly  for  that  we  who  are 
alive,  do  now  no  longer  sacrifice  to  dead  gods, 
nor  pay  any  worship  to  them,  but  have  by 
him  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Fa- 
ther of  truth. 

9  *  Whereby  shall  we  show  that  we  do  in- Jh^kVot* 


deed  know  him,  but  by  not  denying  him  byJ^^J^I?* 
whom  we  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  him  ?  ^^ 

10  For  even  he  himself  saith,  '  Whosoever ''■•*^*-''- 
shall  confess  me  before  men,  him  will  I  confess 
before  my  Father.     This  therefore  is  our  re- 
ward, if  we  shall  confess  him  by  whom  we 

have  been  saved. 

1 1  But,  wherein  must  we  confess  him  ? — 
Namely,  in  doing  those  things  which  he  saith; 
and  not  disobeying  his  com.mandments ;  by 
worshipping  him  not  with  our  lips  only,  but 
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with  all  our  heart,  and  with  all  our  mind.     For 

^toiahxxix.  j^^  saith  in  Isaiah  ;  ^This  people  honoureth  me 

with  their  lips,  but  their  heart  is  far  from  me. 

12  Let  us  then  not  only  call  him  Lord ;  for 

*Mttt.  vll.   ^J^^j  ^jij    ^^^  g^^^     ^g^         p^^    ^^    g^j^j^  ^    ,  jy^^ 

every  one  that  saith  unto  me.  Lord,  Lord, 
shall  be  saved,  but  he  that  doth  righteous- 
ness. 

13  Wherefore,  brethren,  let  us  confess  him 
by  our  works  ;  by  loving  one  another ;  in  not 
committing  adultery,  not  speaking  evil  against 
each  other,  not  envying  one  another  ;  but  by 
being  temperate,  merciful,  good. 

14  Let  us  also  have  a  mutual  sense  of  one 
another's  sufferings ;  and  not  be  covetous  of 
money  :  but  let  us  by  our  good  works,  con- 
fess God,  and  not  by  those  that  are  otherwise. 

15  Also  let  us  not  fear  men;  but  rather 
we'doir/""God.  'Wherefore,  if  we  should  do  such 
'^^^"*"- wicked  things,  the  Lord -hath  said  ;  Though 

ye  should  be  joined  unto  me,  even  in  my  very 
bosom,  and  not  keep  my  commandments,  I 
•  Matt  Til.  would  cast  you  off,  and  say  unto  you ,    *  De- 
Si,  st:'"^*  part  from  me ;  I  know  not  whence  you  are,  ye 
workers  of  iniquity. 


CHAP.  in. 

1  That  whilst  we  secure  the  other  world,  we  need  not  fear  what  can 
befall  US  in  this.  5  That  if  we  follow  the  interests  of  this  pres. 
ent  world,  we  cannot  escape  the  punishment  of  the  other.  10 
Which  ought  to  bring  us  tu  repentance  and  holiness,  14  and  that 
presently  ;  because  in  this  world  is  the  only  time  for  repentance. 

WHF.REFORE,  brethren,  leaving  willingly 
for  conscience'  sake  our  sojourning  in  this 
world,  let  us  do  the  will  of  him  who  has  called 
us,  and  not  fear  to  depart  out  of  this  world. 
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2  For  the  Lord  saith,  "Ye  shall  be  as  sheep""""  ^** 
in  the  midst  of  wolves.     Peter  answered  and 

said,  What  if  the  wolves  shall  tear  in  pieces 
the  sheep  ?  Jesus  said  unto  Peter,  Let  not  the 
sheep  fear  the  wolves  after  death :  %\nd  ye  al-5/''*^^^*''' 
so,  fear  not  those  that  kill  you,  and  after  that 
have  no  more  that  they  can  do  unto  you ;  but 
fear  him  who  after  you  are  dead,  has  power  to 
cast  both  soul  and  body  into  hell-fire, 

3  For  consider,  brethren,  that  the  sojourn- 
ing of  this  flesh  in  the  present  world,  is  but  lit- 
tle, and  of  a  short  continuance ;  but  the  prom- 
ise of  Christ  is  great  and  wonderful,  even  the 
rest  of  the  kingdom  that  is  to  come,  and  of 
eternal  life. 

4  What  then  must  we  do  that  we  may  attain 

unto  it? — We  must  ''order  our  conversation j^s  Aiex 
holily  and  righteously,  and  look  upon  all  theoa.u>$'ica.  a. 
things  of  this  world  as  none  of  ours,  and  not  r^l^taOar'' 
desire  them.     For,  if  we  desire  to  possess 
them,  we  fall  from  the  way  of  righteousness. 

5  For  thus  saiththe  Lord,  ^No  servant  canM.uke  ivi. 
serve  two  masters.     If,  therefore,  we  shall  de- 
sire to  serve  God  and  Mammon,  it  will  be  with- 
out profit  to  us.     "^For  what  will  it  profit,  if -^  Man.  xvi 
one  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own 

soul  ? 

6  Now  this  world  and  that  to  come,  are  two 
enemies.  This  speaketh  of  adultery  and  cor- 
ruption, of  covetousness  and  deceit ;  but  that 
renounceth  these  things. 

7  We  cannot,  therefore,  be  the  friends  of 
both ;  but  we  must  resolve,  by  forsaking  the 
one,  to  enjoy  the  other.  And  we  think  it  is 
better  to  hate  the  present  things,  as  little, 
short-lived,  and  corruptible,  and  to  love  those 
which  are  to  come,  which  are  truly  good  and 
incorruptible. 
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8  For,  if  we  do  the  will  of  Christ,  we  shall 
find  rest :  but  if  not,  nothing  shall  deliver  us 
from  eternal  punishment  if  we  shall  disobey  his 
commands.     For  even  thus  saith  the  Scripture 

xiT.  in  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  'If  Noah,  Job,  and  Dan- 
iel should  rise  up,  they  shall  not  deliver  their 
children  in  captivity. 

9  Wherefore,  if  such  righteous  men  are 
not  able  by  their  righteousness  to  deliver  their 
children  ;  how  can  we  hope  to  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God,  except  we  keep  our  baptism 
holy  and  undefiled  ?  Or  who  shall  be  our  ad- 
vocate, unless  we  shall  be  found  to  have  done 
what  is  holy  and  just  ? 

10  Let  us,  therefore,  my  brethren  contend 
with  all  earnestness,  knowing  that  our  combat 
is  at  hand  ;  and  that  many  go  long  voyages  to 
encounter  for  a  corruptible  reward, 

11  And  yet  all  are  not  crowned,  but  they 
only  that  labour  much,  and  strive  gloriously. 
Let  us,  therefore,  so  contend,  that  we  may  all 
be  crowned.  Let  us  run  in  the  straight  road, 
the  race  that  is  incorruptible :  and  let  us  in 
great  numbers  pass  unto  it,  and  strive  that  we 
may  receive  the  crown.  But  and  if  we  cannot 
all  be  crowned,  let  us  come  as  near  to  it  as 
we  are  able. 

12  Moreover,  we  must  consider,  that  he 
who  contends  in  a  corruptible  combat,  if  he 
be  found  doing  any  thing  that  is  not  fair,  is 
taken  away,  and  scourged,  and  cast  out  of 
the  lists.  What  think  ye  then  that  he  shall 
suffer,  who  does  any  thing  that  is  not  fitting  in 
the  combat  of  immortality  ? 

13  Thus   speaks   the  prophet  concerning 
''^"  those  who  keep  not  their  seal ;  *  Their  worm 

shall  not  die,    and  their  fire  shall  not  be 
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quenched ;  and  they  shall  be  for  a  spectacle 
unto  all  flesh. 

14  Let  us  therefore  repent,  whilst  we  are 
vet  upon  the  earth  :  for  we  are  as  clay  in  the 
hand  of  the  artificer.  For  as  the  potter,  if  he 
make  a  vessel,  and  it  be  turned  amiss  in  his 
hands,  or  broken,  again  forms  it  anew  ;  but  if 
he  have  gone  so  far  as  to  throw  it  into  the  fur- 
nace of  fire,  he  can  no  more  bring  any  reme- 
dy to  it ; 

15  So  we,  whilst  we  are  in  this  world, 

"  should  repent  with  our  whole  heart  for  what- ^^«"^ 
soever  evil  we  have  done  in  the  flesh  ;  while 
wc  have  yet  the  time  of  repentance,  that  we 
may  be  saved  by  the  Lord. 

16  For  after  we  shall  have  departed  out  of 
this  world,  we  shall  no  longer  be  able  either  to 
confess  our  sins,  or  repent  *  in  the  other.         •Thaw. 

17  Wherefore,  brethren,  let  us,  doing  the 
will  of  the  Father,  and  keeping  our  flesh  pure, 
and  observing  the  commandments  of  the  Lord, 
lay  hold  on  eternal  life  :  for  the  Lord  saith  in 

the  Gospel,  Tf  ye  have  not  kept  that  which 'o^^Sl;*  "^ 
was   little,  who  will  give  you  that  which  is 
great  ? — For  I  say  unto  you.  He  that  is  faith- 
ful in  that  which  is  least,  is  faithful  also   in 
much. 

18  This,  therefore,  is  what  he  saith ;  Keep 
your  bodies  pure,  and  your  seal  without  spot, 
that  ye  may  receive  eternal  life. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

1  We  Rhall  rise,  and  be  judged,  in  oar  bodies ;  therefore  we  most 
live  well  in  them,  6  that  we  ought,  for  our  own  interest,  to  U?e 
well ;  though  few  seem  to  mind  what  really  is  for  their  advantage, 
10  and  not  deceive  ourselves ;  seeing  God  will  certainly  judge  us, 
and  render  to  all  of  os  according  to  our  works. 

AND  let  not  any  one  nmong  you  say,  that 
this  very  .flesh  is  not  judged,  neither  raised 
up.  Consider,  in  what  were  ye  saved  ?  in 
what  did  ye  look  up,  if  not  whilst  ye  were  in 
this  flesh  ? 

2  We  must,  therefore,  keep  our  flesh  as  the 
temple  of  God,  For  in  like  manner  as  ye 
were  called  in  the  flesh,  ye  shall  also  come  to 

piJSiU «-i^^."^^'^^  in  the  flesh.    '  Our  one  Lord  Jesus 
wKt:*^"  Christ,  who  has  saved  us,  being  first  a  spirit, 
'"^"^  was  made  flesh,  and  so  called  us :  even  so  we 
also  shall  in  this  flesh  receive  the  reward. 

3  Let  us  therefore  love  one  another,  that 
we  may  attain  unto  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Whilst  we  have  time  to  be  healed,  let  us  de- 
liver up  ourselves  to  God  our  physiciaua,  giv- 
ing our  reward  unto  him. 

4  And  what  reward  shall  we  give  ? — I?epen- 
tance  out  of  a  pure  heart.  For  he  knows  all 
things  beforehand,  and  searches  out  our  very 
hearts. 

5  Let  us  therefore  give  praise  unto  him ; 
not  only  with  our  mouths,  but  with  all  our 
souls;  that  he  may  receive  us  as  children. 

»voxettH»  "For  so  the  Lord  hath  said;  'They  are  my 
non  eM  in   brethren,  who  do  the  will  of  my  Father. 
Miatt  xu.      6  ^  Wherefore,  my  brethren,  let  us  do  the 
will  of  the  Father,  who  hath  called  us,  that 
we  may  live.    Let  us  pursue  virtue,  and  for- 
sake wickedness,  which  leadeth  us  into  sins ; 
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and  let  us  flee  all  ungodliness,  that  evils  over- 
take us  not. 

7  For,  if  we  shall  do  our  diligence  to  live 

well,  peace  shall  follow  us.    'And  yet  how^^fj.*"* 
hard  is  it  to  find  a  man  that  dbes  this  ?    ForS'^AiiS 
almost  all  ate  led  by  human  fears,  choosing  SSi^,^ 
rather  the  present  enjoyments,  than  the  future''' 
promise. 

8  For  they  know  not  how  grettt  a  tormerit 
the  presefat  enjoyments  bring  with  them  ;  not 
what  delights  the  future  promise. 

9  And  if  they  themselves  only  did  this,  it 
might  the  more  easily  be  endured ;  but  now 
they  go  on  to  infect  innocent  souls  with  their 
evil  doctrines  ;  not  knowing  that  both  them- 
selves, 'and  those  that  hear  Siem,  shall  receive 
a  double  condemnation. 

10  IT  Let  us  therefore  serve  God  with  a 
pure  heart,  and  we  shall  be  righteous  :  but,  if 
we  shall  not  serve  him,  because  we  do  not  be- 
lieve the  promise  of  God,  we  shall  be  misera- 
ble. 

11  For  thus  Saith  the  prophet ;  *  Miserable  J  jJJiJ^ 
Are  the  idttuble-minded,  who  doubt  in  thehr*''"" 
heart,  and  sav,  These  things  have  We  h^ard, 
dven  in  the  time  of  our  fathers,  but  we  have 
seen  none  of  them,  though  we  haVe  expected 
them  from  day  to  day. 

12  0  ye  fools !  condpare  yourselves  to  a 
ti'ee  ;  take  the  vine  for  an  example.  First  it 
sheds  its  leates,  then  it  buds,  then  come  the 
sour  grapes,  then  the  ripe  fruit :  even  so  my 
people  has  borne  its  disorders  and  afflictions, 
but  shall  hereafter  received  good  things. 

13  'Wherefore,  tny  bl-ethlren,  let  \ia  ta6t 
doubt  in  6ur  minds,  but  let  us  expect  with 
hope,  that  we  may  receive  our  reward  :  fdr  hfe 
IB  faithful,  who  has  promised  that  bo  will  ren-' 
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der  to  every  one  a  reward  according  to  hi» 
works. 

14  If,  therefore,  we  shall  do  what  is  just  in 
the  sight  of  God,  we  shall  enter  into  his  king- 

•1  coc.u.9.dom,  and  shall  receive  the  promises ;  'Which 
neither  eye  hath  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  have 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man. 

15  IT  Wherefore  let  us  every  hour  expect 
the  kingdom  of  God  in  love  and  righteous- 
ness ;  because  we  know  not  the  day  of  God's 
appearing. 


CHAP.  V. 

A  FRAGMENT. 

Of  the  Lord's  kiDgdom. 


tfClon. 


1  *  *  *  "  For  the  Lord  himself,  being  asked 
1MB.  by  a    certain   person,    When   his   kingdom 

should  come  ?  answered.  When  t^^o  shall  be 
one,  and  that  which  is  without  as  that  which 
is  within ;  and  the  male  with  the  female,  nei- 
ther male  nor  female. 

2  Now,  two  are  one,  when  we  speak  the 
truth  to  each  other,  and  there  is  (without  hy- 
pocrisy) one  soul  in  two  bodies : 

3  And  that  which  is  without,  as  that  which  is 
within; — He  means  this;  he  calls  the  soul 
that  which  is  within,  and  the  body  that  which 
is  without.  As  therefore  thy  body  appears,^ 
so  let  thy  soul  be  seen  by  its  good  works. 

4  And  the  male  with  thejemale,  neither  male 
•  Bi.  cinn.  ^^  female  ;  ' — Ho  means  this  ;  he  calls  our 

anger  the  male,  our  concupiscence  the  fe- 
mcue. 
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5  When  therefore  a  man  is  come  to  such  a 
pass,  that  he  is  subject  neither  to  the  one  nor 
the  other  of  these  (both  of  which,  through 
the  prevalence  of  custom,  and  an  evil  educa- 
tion, cloud  and  darken  the  reason), 

6  But  rather,  having  dispelled  the  mist  aris- 
ing from  them,  and  being  full  of  shame,  shall 
by  repentance  have  united  both  his  soul  and 
spirit  in  the  obedience  of  reason ;  then,  as 
Paul  says,  there  is  in  us  neither  male  nor  fe- 
male. 


24 
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A  DISCOURSE 


CONCERNING 


THE  SHEPHERD  OF  ST.  HERMAS. 

That  the  Hermaa  mentioned  by  St.  Paul,  Rom.  zri.  14,  was  proba* 
%\y  the  aiithor  of  that  book  which  is  here  subjoined  under  his  name. 
There  is  little  remaining  of  his  life,  more  than  what  is  taken  out 
of  his  own  book.  Of  his  death ;  uncertain  whether  he  died  a 
martyr.  The  ancient  Others  divided  in  their  opinions  conceimi^ 
this  book :  nor  are  our  later  critics  any  less.  That  there  are  ma- 
tt y  useful  things  in  it. 

1.  There  is  not  a  greater  diflference  between  the 
learned  men  of  the  present  times  concerning  the  epistle 
of  St  Barnabas,  than  there  was  among  the  ancient 
Fathers  concefning  the  authority  of  that  book,  which 
next  follows,  under  the  name  of  Hermas.    Who  this 
Hermas  was,  what  he  did,  and  what  he  suffered  for|he 
faith's  sake,  is  in  great  measure  imknown  to  us.    That 
there  was  one  of  that  name  at  Rome  when  St  J^aul 
wrote  his  epistle  to  the  church  there,  his  remembrance 
Qf  him,  Rom.  xri.  14,  will  not  suffer  us  to  doubt    Nor 
is  it  improbable  but  that  it  was  the  same  Hermas  ^  who  aUII^^ 
afterwards  wrote  this  book :  and  who  appears  not  only  £!liSMiJi 
still  to  have  continued  his  relation  to  the  church  of  Rome  '*' 
but  to  have  written  at  such  a  time  as  may  well  agree  to 
one4»f  St.  Paul's  acquaintance.    The  former  of  ^«se 
may  be  collected  from  his  second  vision,  i  which  he  seems  !▼• 
td  have  had  at  the  same  time  tjiat  Clement  was  Bishop 
of  Borne,  and  to  whom  therefore  he  is  comoMlded  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


280  •  OF  THE  SHEPHBRD 

communicate  a  copy  of  it :  and  for  the  latter,  might  the  - 
» Dr.  Ham-  conjecturcs  of  two  of  our  greatest  critics  ^  be  allowed, 
Mr.DodweU:  who  apply  the  affliction  of  which  he  speaks  m  another 
Cave's'  Hist,  of  his  visious  ^  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  then  at 

]«iterar.  in 

Herm.        hand,  it  would  follow  that  this  book  must  have  been 

'^*^*^'^^*  written  within  twelve  years  after  the  epistle  to  the  Ro- 
mans, and  so  in  all  probability  by  that  Hermas,  of  whom 
St.  Paul  speaks  in   that  epistle.     But  though  I  rather 

«»vto.iv.$i.  think  that  the  tribulation  which  Hermas  foretold,  ™  re- 
lates to  the  persecution  under  Domitian,  because  it  is 
there  said  to  be  the  trial  of  the  Christians,  who  should 
be  tried  as  gold  in  the  fire,  but  yet  should  overcome  it, 

-vis. It. $2, and  not  be  hurt  by  it :  °  (a  character  that  exactly  agrees 

•  Apoiog.c.5.  with  what  Tertullian  .writes  of  that  perse'dUtion  ;)  o  yet 

even  this  does  not  hinder  but  that  the  Hermas  mention- 
ed by  St.  Paul,  might  still  be  hving,  and  be  the  author 
*  of  the  book  we  here  have  under  his  name. 
!» Horn.  In        2.  Hence  Oriffen  in  his  Homily  p  upon  that  place  of 
c.  16.         St.  Paul  before  mentioned,  dehvers  it  as  his  opinion,  that  • 

it  was  the  Hermas  there  spoken  of,  who  wrote  this  book. 

ciaifiiS*^iu.  ^"^  Eusebius  does  more  :  <i  he  tells  us  that  it  was  the 

*•'•  received  opinion  in  those  days,  that  it  was  composed  by 

him.     And  that  it  continued  to  be  so  In  the  age  after, 

sSprSi*'*  ^^'  Hierome  witnesses  ; '  who  speaks  more  positively 

M«™»-        tfcan  Eusebius  to  the  same  purpose.     From  all  whkh 

we  may  conclude  what  is  to  be  judged  of  that  mistake 

which  our  latter  writers  have  fallen  into,  by  their  too 

credulously  following  the  author  of  the  Poem  against 

•  Lib.*iiL     Marcion,  under  the  name  of  Tertullian,  ■  viz.  that  it 

was  written  by  Hermes,  brother  to  Pope  Pius  ;  in  which 

not  only  the  authors  of  the  pontifical  ascribed  to  Pope 

p^y^  ^  Damasus  *  and  of  the  pretended  decretal  epistles  of  the 

»  Epist.  i.  at-  ancient  Bishops  of  Rome, «  but  the  martyrologists  of  the 

t.  i94,°el5;  middle  ages,  Bede,  Ado,  &c.  have  generally  been  in- 
londel.  1      -, 

volved. 

3.  It  is  true  Cardimal  Baronius  has  endeavoured  to- 
makb  up  this  difference,  by  supposing  that  the  Herme» 
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qpoken  of  by  St  Paul,  was  brother  to  Pope  Pius,  and  so 
all  parties  may  be  in  the  right.    But  besides,  that  this 
hock  was  written  by  Hermas,  (not  the  Hermes  of  whom 
St.  Paul  there  speaks ;)  the  difference  of  the  time  ren- 
ders altogether  incredible,  *  that  a  person  of  some  con-  mS*<2*"*^ 
sideraUe  age  at  St.  Paul's  writing  his  epistle,  should  ^S'i^ 
have  lived  so  long  as  that  Pope's  brother  is  said  to  have 
done :  whom  the  Cardinal  himself  observes  to  have 
been  living  164  years  after  Christ ;  7  that  is  to  say,  107  y  Aiuiai.Ec- 
years  after  the  writing  of  St.  Paul's  epistle  to  the  Ro-  m.*iw?*"*' 
mans.    This  his  Epitomator  Spondanus  was  aware 
of;  *  and  therefore  though  he  seems  to  have  allowed  of'  spondan. 
the  conjecture,  yet  he  could  not  but  add  this  reflection  of  nai.  Baron. 
bis  own  upon  il ;  that  according  to  this  reckoning,  Her- 
mas must  have  been  130  years  old  when  he  died,  and 
m  all  probability  much  older. 

4.  Whattheconditionof  this  Hermas  was  before  his 
conversion,  we  cannot  tell ;  but  that  he  was  a  man  of 
some  consideration,  we  may  conclude  from  what  we  read 

of  him  in  bis  third  vision : »  where  he  is  said  to  havei2a^«l"' 
been  formerly  unprofitable  to  the  Lord  upon  the  account 
of  those  riches,  which,  after  he  became  a  Christian,  he 
seems  to  have  dispensed  in  works  of  charity  and  benefi- 
cence. 

5.  Nor  have  we  any  more  knowledge  how  he  was 
converted,  than  what  his  condition  was  before :  it  is 
probable  from  several  passages  in  his  book,^  that  he6vu.i.D.3. 
was  himself  brought  over  to  Christianity  some  time  be-  **""^^ 
fore  his  family ;  who  continued  still  in  the  practice  of 

many  and  great  impieties.  During  this  while  Hermas 
was  not  only  very  kind  to  them,  but  seems  to  have  been 
so  indulgent  towards  them,  as  to  permit  them  rather  to 
go  on  in  their  sins,  than  he  would  take  any  rough  meas- 
ures with  them  to  draw  them  off  from  them. 

6.  But  this  was  not  all :  he  not  only  patiently  bore 
widi  them,  but  was  himself  disturbed  with  many  anx- 
ious cares,  ^  to  supply  them  in  their  extravagancies,  and  vSlli^s^^ 
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often  times  did  not  behave  himself  so  well  as  he  ought 
to  have  done  upon  that  account  But  however,  being 
of  an  honest  and  upright  disposition,  and  having  a  great 
sincerity  in  his  religion,  it  pleased  God  at  last  not  only  to 
convince  him  of  his  faults,  in  thus  neglecting  his  family, 
but  to  give  them  grace  to  hearken  to  his  admonitions, 
and  to  embrace  at  once  both  the  Christian  faith,  and  a 
practice  also  suitable  thereunto. 

7.  What  he  did  after  this,  we  have  no  account ;  but 
that  he  lived  a  very  strict  life,  we  may  reasonably  con- 
jecture, in  that  it  pleased  God  to  vouchsafe  such  extra- 
ordinary revelations  to  him,  and  to  employ  him  in  sev- 
eral messages  to  his  church,  both  to  correct  their  man- 
ners, and  to  warn  them  of  the  trials  that  were  about  to 
come  upon  them. 

8.  This  was  so  singular  a  grace,  even  in  those  times 
of  miracles,  that  we  find  some  other  Christians,  not  so 
humble  as  they  ought  to  be,  became  enemies  to  him  up- 
on the  account  of  them.  However  this  did  not  hinder, 
but  that  God  still  continued  to  make  use  of  his  ministry 
in  admonishing  sinners  ;  and  he  as  readily  and  faithful- 
ly went  on,  both  in  warning  them  of  their  danger,  and 
in  exhorting  them  to  repent  and  save  their  souls. 

9.  This  was  the  business  of  this  holy  man,  and  in 
which  he  spent  his  Hfe ;  and  if  we  may  believe  the  Ro- 
man martyrology,  his  death  was  not  unsuitable  to  it : 
where  we  read,  that  being  illustrious  for  his  miracles,  he 
at  last  offered  himself  a  worthy  sacrifice  unto  God.  But 
upon  what  grounds  this  is  established  Baronius  himself 

d  Annot.  ad  could  uot  tell  US ;  ^  iusomuch  that  in  his  annals  he  durst 
MS^!x.  "'  not  once  mention  the  manner  of  his  death,  but  is  con- 
tent to  say,  "  that  having  undergone  many  labours  and 
troubles  in  the  time  of  the  persecution  under  Aurelius, 
(and  that  too  without  any  authority)  he  at  last  rested  in 
the  Lord,  July  20th,  which  is  therefore  observed  ia  com- 
iSffiSi^^^^oration  of  him.«    And  here  is  indeed  a  pleaBanI 
*'**^'^®**  mistake,  and- worthy  the  Roman  martyrology.     For 
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this  author,  from  the  book  of  which  we  are  now  discours- 
ing, being  sometimes  called  by  the  title  of  Pastor,  or 
Shepherd,  the  martyrologist  has  very  gravely  divided 
the  good  man  into  two  Saints  ;  and  they  observe  the 
memorial  of  Hermas,  May  9th,  and  of  Pastor,  July  26th.f  /  vw.  Mar- 
Unless  we  rather  say  that  this  was  indeed  the  Cardinal's  ad  wau  ix. 

•^  &  Jalyzxrl. 

error,  and  the  marty  rology  in  the  right,  to  make  two  dis- 
tinct persons  of  St  Hermas,  mentioned  by  St.  Paul ;  and 
the  brother  to  Pope  Pius,  to  whom  the  passages  mention- 
ed July  26th,  do  manifestly  belong ;  s  and  erred  only  in  mS^. 
applying  the  character  of  Pastor  to  the  latter,  *»  which  SiS'Ballin!' 
with  the  treatise  of  which  we  are  now   discoursing,  f^Jw^Si. 
ought,  (as  the  Cardinal  has  truly  observed,)*  ^^avej^^^^ 
been  ascribed  to  the  former.  <  Annoi.  b. 

10.  But  not  to  insist  any  longer  upon  the  author  of  oi.  Rom. ' 
this  book  :  as  for  the  work  itself,  we  find  both  the  an- 
cient Fathers,  and  the  learned  of  our  own  times,  not 
a  Uttle  divided  in  their  judgments  concerning  it.     Some 
there  are,  and  those  the  nearest  to  the  time  when  this 
book  was  written,  that  treat  almost  with  the  same  re- 
spect that  they  would  do  the  Canonical  Scriptures. 
Irenius  quotes  it  under  the  very  name  of  the  Scrip- 
ture, ^    Origen,  *  though  he  sometimes  moderates  his  tc^***Hli^ 
opinion  of  it,  upon  the  account  of  some  who  did  not,  SJ^rtS^Hifu 
it  seems,  pay  the  same  respect  with  himself  to  it,  yet  h?l*8."*^ 
speaking  of  Hermas'  being  the  author  of  this  book  inL,ori««n  , 

,  ,  t       Tfc  Enarratt,  in 

his  comments  on  the  epistle  to  the  Romans,  he  gives  |p«^ad 
us  this  character  of  it,  that  he  thought  it  to  be  a  most<*- 
useful  writing,  and  was,  as  he  believed,  divinely  in- 
spired.    Usebius™  tells  us,  that  though  being  doubted  ^*^,^^; 
of  by  some,  it  was  not  esteemed  Canonical,  yet  it  was**'* 
by  others  judged  a  most  necessary  book,  and  as  such 
read  publicly  in  the  churches.    And  St.  Hierom^  hav-"Catti. 
ing  in  like  manner  observed  that  it  was  read  in  someaerm. 
churdaes,  made  this  remark  upon  it,  that  it  was  indeed 
h  T«ry  profitable  book ;  whose  testimony  was  often 
quoted  by  the  Greek  Fathers.     Athanasius  cites  this 
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nSfvSST  b«>'^)  ^  together  with  the  other  books  of  Scripture,  and 

Ju°*' *•**'**•  calls  it  a  most  useful  treatise;  and  in  another  place 

^EpiM.^    tells  us,  P  that  though  it  was  not  strictly  Canonical,  yet 

u.  p.  39, 40.  was  it  reckoned  among  those  books  which  the  Fathers 

appointed  to  be  read  to  such  as  were  to  be  instructed 

in  the  faith,  and  desired  to  be  directed  in  the  way  of 

piety. 

11.  Hence  we  may  observe,  as  a  ferther  evidence  of 
respect  which  was  paid  to  this  book,  that  it  was  not 
only  openly  read  in  the  churches,  but  in  some  of  the 
most  ancient  manuscripts  of  the  New  Testament,  is 
jdned  together  with  the  other  books  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 

H«S!*p;  41?  ^^^^*  ^^  instance  of  this  Cotelerius  q  offers  us  in  that 
of  the  monastery  of  St.  Germans  in  France,  in  which 
it  is  continued  on  at  the  end  of  St.  Paul's  Epistles.  And 
in  several  of  the  old  Stichometries,  it  is  put  in  the  same 
catalogue  with  the  inspired  writings ;  as  may  be  seen  in 
>- Annot.  in  that  which  the  same  author '  has  published  out  of  a 
10.  '**■  'manuscript  in  the  king's  library,  in  his  observations 
upon  St.  liamabas ;  in  which  St.  Barnabas'  Epistle  is 
placed  immediately  before  the  Revelations,  as  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles,  and  Hermas'  Shepherd,  are  immedi- 
ately after  it 

12.  Tet  siler  all  this,  we  find  this  same  book  not  on- 
ly doubted  of  by  others  among  the  ancient  Fathers,  but 
lighted  even  by  some  of  those,  who  on  other  occasions 
have  spoken  thus  highly  in  its  fitvour.    Thus  St  Je- 

toHaSI?^!  ^°^®)  ■  in  his  comments,  exposes  the  foDy  of  that  Apoc- 
i4.foi.83.D.iyphal  book,  as  he  calls  it,  which  in  his  catalogue  of 
^  j^    writers  he  had  so  highly  applauded.     Tertullfein,  *  who 

spake  if  not  honourably,  yet  calmly  of  it  whilst  a 
JJ^^J^"  Catholic,  being  become  a  Montanist,*  rejected  it  even 
•vid-Tesii-with  scorn.  And  most  of  the  other  Fathers^  who 
cote'ier.  pag.  havc  spoken  the  highest  of  it  themselves,  yet  plainly 

enough  insinuate  that  there  were  those  who  did  not 
*piiiiociLcput  the  same  value  upon  it    Thus  Origen  »  meoCkrns 

some  who  not  only  denied,  but  despised  ks  authority. 
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And  Cassian  7  having  made  use  of  it  in  the  point  of  J;^5St!*Sl 
free-will  Prosper,*  without  more  ado,  rejected  it  as  a^'^^^ 
testimony  of  no  value.    And  what  the  judgment  of  the  g>ua««.e. 
latter  ages  was  as  to  this  matter,  especially  after  Pope 
Gelasius*  had  ranked  it  among  the  Apocryphal  books,  q^^^ 
may  be  seen  at  large  in  the  observations  of  Antonius  ^^^  ^• 
Augustinus  ^  upon  that  decree.  GreuS^St 

13.  How  far  this  has  influenced  the  learned  men  of  Jj-  ^-  p*^ 
our  present  times  in  their  censures  upon  this  work,  is 
evident  from  what  many  on  all  sides  have  freely  spoken 
concerning  it,  who  not  only  deny  «  it  to  have  been  writ-  ^^Jjjjj"^- 
ten  by  Hermas  the  companion  of  St.  Paul,  but  utterly  JJJ^^;  '^^ 
cast  it  off  as  a  piece  of  no  worth,  but  rather  full  of  er- 
ror and  folly.     Thus  Baronius<^  himself,  thou&:h  he<<BuoB.An- 
deUvers  not  his  own  judgment  concerning  it,  yet  plainly  numb.  &,«. 
enough  shews  that  he  joined  with  the  severest  censures 

of  the  ancients  against  it ;  and  in  effect  charges  it  with 
favouring  the  Arians,  though  upon  a  mistaken  authori-  * 
ty  of  Athanasius, «  which  by  no  means  proves  any  such  \^^^  «" 
error  to  be  in  it.     But  Cardinal  Bellarroine^  is  more  Tji«odp«t. 
free ;  he  tells  us  that  it  has  many  hurtfril  things  in  it,  u^*  i*  <»p-  & 
and  particularly  that  it  favours  the  Novation  heresy ;  cim^^^mT 
which  I  think  a  very  little  equity  in  the  interpreting  Qf^*"^*™- 
some  passages  that  look  that  way,  by  others,  that  are 
directly  contrary  thereunto,  would  serve  to  acquit  it  of.  Bnuicheuaii 
Others  are  still  more  severe: 9  they  censure  it  as  bemgumdescripc 
ftdl  of  heresies  and  fables  :  though  this  Labbe**  would  a  oi  scripts 
be  thought  to  excuse,  by  telling  us  that  they  havefJ^JSI' •" 
been  foisted  into  it  by  some  later  interpolations;  andJjJ*JJ^^- 
ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  Hermas,  the  author  of  this'^^JJ-,,^ 
book.  Vm^JSI^. 

14.  Nor  have  many  of  those'  of  the  reformed SSj^mJ: 
churches  been  any  more  favourable  in  their  censures  375!'  J^uK 
concerning  the  present  treatise.  But  then  as  the  chief-  ^thS^^ 
est  of  the  ancient  Fathers  heretofore,  though  they  ad-JSKjn^*^ 
mitted  it  not  into  the  canon  of  Holy  Scripture,  yetoher-  ^^.¥m! 
wise  paid  a  very  great  deference  to  it ;  so  the  more  mo-  ut.7.ai,ite. 
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derate  part  of  the  learned  men  of  our  preeent  timeq,  es-  * 
teem  it  as  a  piece  worthy  of  all  respect  wd  clear  of  dioee 
faults  which  are  too  lightly  charged  by  some  .persons 
kTtmtkt.  iB  upon  it.    Thus  Petavius,  ^  who  was  none  of  the  most 
TheoLcus^i £Btvourable  critics  upon  the  ancient  Fathers,  yet  ac- 
knowledges, concerning  the  preeent  book,  that  it  was 
never  censured  by  any  of  the  ancients  as  guilty  of  any 
fake  doctrine  or  heresy,  but  especially  as  to  the  holy 
<  Not  in     Trinity.    Cotelerius,  ^  one  of  the  latest  editors  of  it,  es- 
c  Items  it  as  an  ecclesiastical  work  of  good  note,  and  a 

great  defence  of  the  Catholic  fEUth  against  the  errora  of 
Montanism:  whose  judgment  is  not  only  followed  by 
"Alex.  Nft^ their  late  historian,  Natalis  Alexander,  n^  but  is  made 
Lp.Ui,m;good  in  the  defence  of  it  against  those  objections  which 
some  have  brought  to  lessen  its  reputation.    And  for 
those  of  our  communion,  I  shall  mention  only  two,  but 
they  are  such  as  will  serve  instead  of  many,  to  all  judi- 
cious persons  who  have  at  large  justified  it  against  the 
.  chief  of  those  exceptions  that  have  been  brought  against 
»'Ym.u-  it ;  one  is,  the  most  excellent  Bishop  Pearson,  ^^  in  his 
^V9*t  -^-yju^ii^jiQn  Qf  g^^  Ignatius;  the  oUier  is  the  learned 
.#neftM.     Bishop  Bull,  <>  in  his  defence  of  the  Nicene  faith,  upon 
^L  cs.  p.   the  subject  of  our  blessed  Saviour's  divinity ;  which  he 
largely  shews  our  present  author  to  have  been  far  from 
doing  any  prejudice  unto. 

15.  Such  have  been  the  diflerent  judgments  of  learn- 
ed men,  both  in  ancient  i  and  modern  times,  concerning 
Uiis  book.  It  would  be  too  great  a  presumption  for  me  to 
pretend  to  determine  any  thing  as  to  this. matter ;  and 
having  subjoined  the  •  work  itself  in  our  own  language, 
every  one  may  be  able  to  satisfy  himself  what  value  he 
ought  to  put  upon  it.  That  there  are  many  useful 
things  to  be  found  in  at,  but  especially  in  the  second, 
and  I  think  the  best  part  of  it  cannot  be  d^ued.  And 
.fer  the  other  two,  it  must  be  considered,  that  though 
I  such  visions  as*  we  there  read  of,  being  no  longer  ccm- 
tinued  to  these  latter  ages,iBay  warrantably  be  deqpised 
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in  the  pretenders  of  the  present  days ;  yet  we  cannot 
doubt  but  that  at  the  time  when  this  book  was  written, 
the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  were  very  fre- 
quent :  and  we  need  not  question  but  that  such  revela- 
tions too  among  the  rest,  were  communicated  to  holy 
men  for  the  benefit  of  the  church. 
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THE  SHEPHERD  OF  ST.  HERMAS. 


"TThk  first  book  op  St.  HERMAS,  called  his 
VISIONS. 


VISION  I. 

I  Agtinat  filthy  «id  proad  thoaghu ;  30  also  the  neglect  of  UennM 
chastising  his  children. 

HE  who  had  bred  me  up  sold  a  certain 
youDg  maid  at  Rome ;  whom  when  I  saw  many 
years  after,  I  remembered  her,  and  began  to 
love  her  as  a  sister.  It  happened  some  time 
afterwards,  that  I  saw  her  washing  in  the  river 
Tyber ;  and  I  reached  out  my  hand  unto  her, 
and  brought  her  out  of  the  river. 

2  And  when  I  saw  her,  I  thought  with  my« 
fielf,  saying,  How  happy  should  I  be  if  I  had 
4uch  a  wife,  both  for  beauty  and  manners! 
This  I  thought  with  myself;  nor  did  I  think 
any  thing  more.  But  not  long  after,  as  I  was 
widking,  and  musing  on  these  thoughts,  I  be- 
^n  to  honour  this  creature  of  God,  thinking 
with  myself  how  noble  and  beautiful  she  was. 

3  And  when  I  had  walked  a  little,  I  fell 
-asleep.  And  the  Spirit  caught  me  away,  and 
carried  me  through  a  certain  place  towards 
the  right  hand,  through  which  no  man  could 
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pass.    It  was  a  place  among  rocks,  very  steep^ 
and  unpassable  for  water. 

4  When  I  was  past  this  place,  I  came  into 
a  plain ;  and  there,  falling  down  upon  my  knees, 
I  began  to  pray  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  confess 

<     my  sins. 

5  And  as  I  was  praying,  the  heaven  was 
opened,  and  I  saw  the  woman  which  I  had 

,     ^  coveted,  saluting  me  from  heaven,  and  saying, 
Hermas,  hail !  and  I,  looking  upon  her,  answer- 
ed. Lady,  what  dost  thou  do  here  ?  She  answer- 
Limbeih^'  ed  me, "  1  am  taken  up  hither  to  accuse  thee  of 
JS^^Simi-sin  before  the  Lord. 

tSi"liS^iS^  6  Lady,  said  I,  wilt  thou  *  convince  me? 
Landed'^'Sf  No,  Said  she ;  but  hear  the  words  which  I  am 
reprovc'ui^  about  to  spcak  unto  thee.  God,  who  dwelleth 
Mn^^^'sin  heaven,  and  hath  made  all  things  out  of  no- 
JS?!???*""  thing,  and  hath  multiplied  them  for  his  holy 
church's  sake,  is  angry  with  thee,  because  thou 
hast  sinned  against  me. 

7  And  I  answering  said  unto  her.  Lady,  if 
I  have  sinned  against  thee,  tell  me  where,  or  in 
what  place ;  or  when  did  I  ever  speak  an  un- 
seemlv  or  dishonest  word  unto  thee  ? 

8  riave  I  not  always  esteemed  thee  as  a  lady? 
Have  I  not  always  reverenced  thee  as  a  sister? 
Why  then  dost  thou  imagine  these  wicked 
things  against  me  ? 

9  Then  she,  smiling  upon  me,  said.  The  de- 
sire of  naughtmess  has  risen  up  in  thy  heart. 
Does  it  not  seem  to  thee  to  be  an  ill  thing  for 
a  righteous  man  to  have  an  evil  desire  rise 
up  in  his  heart  ? 

10  It  is  indeed  a  sin,  and  that  a  very  great 
one,  to  such  a  one ;  for  a  righteous  man  think* 
eth  that  which  is  righteous.  And  whilst  he  does 
80,  and  walketh  uprightly,  he  shall  have  the 
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Lord  in  hetyen  favourable  unto  him  in  all  his 
business. 

11  But  as  for  those  who  think  wickedly  in  ' 
their  hearts,  they  take  to  themselves  death  and 
captivity ;  and  especially  those  who  love  this 
present  world,  and  glory  in  their  riches,  and  • 
regard  not  the  good  things  that  are  to  come ; 
ther  souls  wander  up  and  down,  and  know  not 
where  to  fix. 

12  Now  this  is  the  case  of  such  as  are  dou-  ' 
ble-minded,  who  trust  not  in  the  Lord,  and  de* 
spise  and  neglect  their  own  life. 

13  But  do  thou  pray  unto  the  Lord,  and  he 
will  heal  thy  sins,  and  the  sins  of  thy  whole 
house,  and  of  all  his  saints. 

14  IT  As  soon  as  she  had  spoken  these  words, 
the  heavens  were  shut,  and  I  remained  utterly 
swallowed  up  with  sadness  and  fear ;  and  said 
within  myself.  If  this  be  laid  against  me  for  sin, 
how  can  I  be  saved  ? 

15  Or  how  shall  I  ever  be  able  to  entreat     * 
the  Lord  for  my  many  and  great  sins  ?     With 
what  words  shall  I  beseech  him  to  be  merci- 
ful unto  me  ? 

16  As  I  was  thinking  over  these  things,  and 
meditating  in  myself  upon  them,  behold  a  chair 
was  set  over  against  me  of  the  whitest  wool,  as 
bright  as  snow. 

17  And  there  came  an  old  woman  in  a  bright 
garment,  having  a  book  in  her  hand,  and  sat 
alone,  and  saluted  me,  saying,  'Hermas,  hail  I^vwrneror. 
And  I,  being  full  of  sorrow,  and  weeping,  an-lu.  "**^*°' 
swered.  Hail,  lady ! 

18  And  she  said  unto  me,  Why  art  thou 
sad,  Hermas,  who  wert  wont  to  be  patient, 
and  modest,  and  always  cheerful  ?  I  answer- 
ed, and  said  to  her.  Lady,  a  reproach  has 
been  laid  to  my  charge  by  an  excellent  wo- 
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man,  who  tells  me  that  I  have  simied  -agaiiiHt 
her. 

19  She  replied,  Far  be  any  such  thing  from- 
the  servant  of  God.  But  it  may  be  the  desire 
of  her  has  risen  up  in  thy  heart?    For  indeed 

•     such  a  thought  maketh  the  servants  of  God 
guilty  of  sin. 

20  Nor  ought  such  a  detestable  thought  ta 
be  in  the  servant  of  God ;  nor  should  he  who 
is  approved  by  the  Spirit  desire  that  which  is 
evil;  but  especially  Herraas,  who  contains 
himself  from  all  wicked  lusts,  and  is  full  of  all 
simplicity,  and  of  great  innocence. 

21  1[  Nevertheless  the  Lord  is  not  so^much 
angry  with  thee  for  thine  own  sake,  as  upoa 
the  account  of  thy  house,  which  has  committed 
wickedness  against  the  Lord,  and  against  their 
parents. 

22  And  for  that  out  of  thy  fondness  towards 
thy  sons,  thou  hast  not  admonished  thy  house, 
but  hast  permitted  them  to  live  wickedly ;  for 
this  cause  the  Lord  is  angry  with  thee ;  but  he 
will  heal  all  the  evils  that  are  done  in  thy  house. 
For  through  their  sins  and  iniquities,  thou  art 
wholly  consumed  in  secular  business. 

23  But  now  the  mercy  of  God  hath  taken 
compassion  upon  thee,  and  upon  thy  house,. 

Edit.  oTon  and  hath  **  greatly  comforted  thee.  Only  as 
«?ipd  ihw  ^^  thee,  do  not  wander,  but  be  of  an  even 
lu  honour    mind,  and  comfort  thy  house. 

24  As  the  workman,  bringing  forth  his  work^ 
offers  it  to  whomsoever  he  pleases ;  so  shalt 
thou,  by  teaching  every  day  what  is  just,  cut 
off  a  great  sin.  Wherefore  cease  not  to  ad- 
monish thy  sons,  for  the  Lord  knows  that  they 

iamb,  ^liwill  repent  with  all  their  heart,  'and  they  shall 
fX.SrvT.be  written  in  the  book  of  life- 
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25  And  when  she  had  said  this,  she  added 
unto  me,  Wilt  thou  hear  me  read  ? — ^I  answer-< 
ed  her,  Lady,  I  will. 

26  Hear,  then,  said  she ;  and  opening  the  ^ 
book,  she  read,  gloriously,  greatly,  and  won- 
derfully, such  things  as  I  could  not  keep  in  my 
memory.    For  they  were  terrible  words,  such 

as  no  man  could  bear. 

27  Howbeit  I  committed  her  last  words  to 
my  remembrance ;  for  they  were  but  few,  and 
of  great  use  to  us. 

28  Behold  the  mighty  Lord,  who  by  his  in- 
visible power,  and  with  his  excellent  wisdom, 
made  the  world,  and  by  his  glorious  counsel 
beautified  his  creature,  and  with  the  word  of 
his  strength  fixed  the  heaven,  and  founded  the 
earth  upon  the  waters ;  and  by  his  powerful 
virtue  established  his  Holy  Church,  which  he 
hath  blessed. 

29  Behold,  he  will  remove  the  heavens,  and 
the  mountains,  the  hills,  and  the  seas ;  and  all 
things  shall  be  made  plain  for  his  elect ;  that 
he  may  render  unto  them  the  promise  which 
he  has  promised  with  much  honour  and  joy  ; 
if  so  be  that  they  shall  keep  the  command- 
ments of  God,  which  they  have  received  with 
great  faith. 

30  IF  And  when  she  had  made  an  end  of  read- 
ing, she  rose  out  of  the  chair ;  and  behold  four 
young  men  came,  and  carried  the  chair  to  the 
east. 

31  And  she  called  me  unto  her^  and  touch- 
ed my  breast,  and  said  unto  me,  Did  my  read- 
ing please  thee  ?— I  answered.  Lady,  these  last 
things  please  me;  but  what  went  before  was 
severe  and  hard. 

32  She  said  unto  ma,  These  last  things  are 

aft* 
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/  Edit  cxo».  ^^^  ^the  righteous,  but  the  foregoing  for  the 
revolters  and  heathen. 

33  And  as  she  was  talking  with  me,  two 
men  appeared,  and  took  her  upon  their  shoul- 
ders, and  went  to  the  east  where  the  chair 
was. 

34  And  she  went  cheerfully  away ;  and  as 
she  was  going  said  unto  rae^  Hermas,  be  of 
good  cheer. 

VISION  II. 

Again,  of  bis  neglect  in  correcting  his  talkative  wife  ;  and  of  his 
IIV"  lewd  sons.. 

AS  I  was  on  the  way  to  Cuma,  about  the 
same  time  that  I  went  the  year  before,  I  began 
to  call  to  mind  the  vision  I  formerly  had.  And 
again  the  Spirit  carried  me  away,  and  brought 
me  into  the  same  place,  in  which  I  had  been 
the  year  before. 

2  And  when  I  was  come  into  the  place,  I 
fell  down  upon  my  knees,  and  began  to  pray 
unto  the  Lord,  and  to  glorify  his  name,  that 
he  had  esteemed  me  worthy,  and  had  mani- 
fested unto  me  my  former  sins. 

3  And  when  I  arose  from  prayer,  behold  I 
saw  over  against  me  the  old  woman  whom  I 
had  seen  the  last  year,  walking,  and  reading 
in  a  certain  book. 

4  And  she  said  unto  me.  Canst  thou  tell 
these  things  to  the  elect  of  God  ? — I  answer- 
ed, and  said  unto  her.  Lady,  I  cannot  retain 
so  many  things  in  my  memory,  but  give  me 
the  book,  and  I  will  write  them  down. 

5  Take  it,  says  she,  and  see  that  thou  re- 
store it  again  to  me. 
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6  As  soon  as  I  had  received  it,  I  went  aside 
into  a  certain  place  of  the  field,  and  transcri- 
bed every  letter,  for  I  found  no  syllables. 

7  *  And  as  soon  as  I  had  finished  what  was\^'^^"" 
written  in  the  book,   the  book  was  suddenly  ^*'«™  ** 
caught  out  of  my  hands,  but  by  whom  I  saw 

not. 

8  IF  After  fifteen  days,  when  I  had  fasted, 
and  entreated  the  Lord  with  all  earnestness, 
the  knowledge  of  the  writing  was  revealed 
unto  me.     Now  the  writing  was  this : 

9  Thy  seed,  O  Hermas !  hath  sinned  against 
the  Lord,  and  have  betrayed  their  parents, 
through  their  great  wickedness.  And  they 
have  been  called  the  betrayers  of  their 
parents,  and  have  gone  on  in  their  treachery. 

10  And  now  have  they  added  lewdness  to 
their  other  sins,  and  the  pollutions  of  naughti- 
ness :  thus  have  they  filled  up  the  measure  of 

their  iniquities.      But  do  thou  '  upbraid  thy « impropera. 
sons  with  all  these  words ;  and  thy  wife,  which 
shall  be  thy  sister  ;  and  let  her  learn  to  refrain 
her  tongue,  with  which  she  calumniates. 

11  For  when  she  shall  hear  these  things, 
she  will  refrain  herself,  and  shall  obtain  mer- 
cy. 

12  And  ^  they  also  shall  be  instructed,  when  g„„„^  j^g 
thou  shalt  have  reproached  them  with  these  Jy^fj^^'^JfJ;, 
words,  which  the  Lord  has  commanded  to  be  AndW.&c 
revealed  unto  thee. 

13  Then  shall  their  sins  be  forgiven  which 
they  have  heretofore  committed,  and  the  sins 
of  all  the  saints,  who  sinned  even  unto  this 
day  ;  if  they  shall  repent  with  all  their  hearts, 

and  remove  all  doubts  out  of  their  hearts.         *  Day.  Pne 

14  For  the  Lord  hath  sworn  by  his  glory  eiiim'nu^* 
concerning  his  *  elect,  having  determined  this  aiiruu.Tii* 
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Bin,  he  shall  not  be  saved. 

15  For  the  repentance  of  the  righteous  has 
its  end :  the  days  of  repentance  are  fulfilled  to 
all  the  saints ;  but  to  the  heathen,  there  is  re- 
pentance even  unto  the  last  day. 

16  Thou  shalt  therefore  say  to  those  who 
are  over  the  church ;  that  they  order  their 
ways  in  righteousness ;  that  they  may  fully 
receive  the  promise  with  much  glory. 

17  Stand  fast,  therefore,  ye  that  work 
righteousness ;  and  continue  to  do  it,  that  your 
departure  may  be  with  the  holy  angels. 

18  Happy  are  ye,,  as  many  as  shall  endure 
the  great  trial  that  is  at  hand,  and  whosoever 
shall  not  deny  his  life. 

19  For  the  Lord  hath  sworn  by  his  Son, 
that  whoso  denieth  his  Son  and  him,  being 
afraid  of  his  life,  he  will  also  deny  him  in  the 

^^J^*"*  world  that  is  to  come. 

20  But  those  who  shall  never  deny  him,  he 
will  of  his  exceeding  great  mercy  be  favoura^ 
ble  unto  them. 

21  1[  But  thou,  O  Hermas  !  remember  not  the 
-  iiuoiiee.  ^^^^^  "  which  thy  sons  have  done,  neither  neg- 
lect thy  sister,  but  take  care  that  they  amend 
of  their  former  sins. 

22  For  they  will  be  instructed  by  this  doc- 
trine, if  thou  shalt  not  be  mindful  of  what 
thev  have  jdone  wickedly. 

23  For  the  r^iembrance  of  evils  worketh 
death ;  but  the  forgetting  of  them,  life  eternal. 

24  But  thou,  O  Hermas !  hast  undergone  a 
great  many  worldly  troubles  for  the  offences 
of  thy  house,  because  thou  hast  neglected 
them,  as  things  that  did  not  belong  unto  thee : 
and  thou  art  wholly  takeii  up  with  thy  great 
business, 
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25  Nevertheless,  for  tkis  cause  shalt  thou 
be  saved,  that  thou  hast  not  departed  from  the 
living  God  ;  and  thy  simplicity  and  singular 
continency  shall  preserve  thee^  if  thou  shalt 
continue  in  them. 

26  Yea,  they  shall  save  all  such  as  do  such 
things ;  and  walk  in  innocence  and  simplicity. 

27  They  who  are  of  this  kind,  shall  prevail 
against  all  impiety,  and  continue  unto  life 
eternal. 

28  Happy  are  all  they  that  do  righteousness; 
they  shall  not  be  consumed  for  ever. 

29  But  thou  wilt  say,  Behold  there  is  a  great 
trial  coming*  If  it  seems  good  to  thee,  deny 
him  again. 

30  The  Lord  is  nigh  to  them  that  turn  to 

him,  as  it  is  written  in  the  books  of  "HeldamMSS!  ""* 
and  Modal,  who  prophesied  in  the  people  ofST*^^*' 
Israel  in  the  wilderness. 

31  IT  Moreover,  brethren,  it  was  revealed  to 
me,  as  I  was  sleeping  by  a  very  goodly  young 
man,  saying  unto  me.  What  thinkest  thou  of 
that  old  woman  from  whom  thou  receivedst 
the  book  ?  who  is  she  ? — I  answered,  a  Sybil. 

32  Thou  art  mistaken,  said  he ;  she  is  not. 
I  replied.  Who  is  she,  then,  sir  ?  He  answered 
me.  It  is  the  church  of  God. 

33  And  I  said  unto  him.  Why  then  does  she 
appear  old  ?  She  is  therefore,  said  he,  an  old 
woman,  because  she  was  'the  first  of  all  the^Ssj...  R: 

11  11  i/»i  Gr»oe  ■  AH- 

creation,  and  the  world  was  made  for  her.      g^^*"*©^ 

34  After  this  I  saw  a  vision  at  home  in  myHf-  ^ te  j^ 
own  house,  and  the  old  woman,  whom  I  hads^enn*. 
seen  before,  came  to  me,  and  asked  me  whe- 
ther I  had  yet  delivered  ^  her  book  to  the  elders  J^"»*"j^ 
of  the  church.     And  I  answered,  that  I  hadjg|»»»^ 
not  yet. 

35  She  replied^  Thou  hast  well  done ;  for 
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I  have  certain  words  more  to  tell  thee.  But 
when  I  shall  have  finished  all  the  words,  they 
shall  be  clearly  understood  by  the  elect. 
io^^!^u  36  'And  thou  shalt  write  two  books,  and 
send  to  Clement,  and  one  to  Grapte.  For  Cle- 
ment shall  send  it  to  the  foreign  cities,  because 
it  is  permitted  to  him  so  to  do :  but  Grapte 
shall  admonish  the  widows  and  orphans. 

37  But  thou  shalt  read  in  this  city  with  the 
elders  of  the  church. 


VISION  m. 

Of  the  building  of  the  church  triumphant ;  and  of  the  several  sorts  of 
reprobates. 

THE  vision  which  I  saw,  brethren,  was 
this. 

2  When  I  had  often  fasted  and  prayed  unto 
the  Lord,  that  he  would  manifest  unto  me  the 
revelation  which  he  had  promised  by  the  old 
woman  to  show  unto  me ;  the  same  night  she 
appeared  tinto  me,  and  said  unto  me, 

3  Because  thou  dost  thus  afflict  thyself,  and 
art  so  desirous  to  know  all  things,  come  into 
the  field,  where  thou  wilt,  and  about  the  sixth 
hour,  I  will  appear  unto  thee,  and  show  thee 
what  thou  must  see. 

4  I  asked  her,  saying.  Lady,  into  what  part 
of  the  field  ?  She  answered.  Wherever  thou 
wilt ;  only  choose  a  good  and  a  private  place. 
And  before  I  began  to  speak  and  to  tell  her  the 
place,  she  said  unto  me,  I  will  come  where 
thou  wilt. 

5  I  was  therefore,  brethren,  in  the  field,  and 
I  observed  the  hours,  and  came  into  the  place 
where  I  had  appointed  her  to  come. 

6  And  I  beheld  a  bench  placed ;  it  was  a 
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Unen  pillow,  and  over  it  spread  a  covering  of 
fine  linen. 

7  When  I  saw  these  things  ordered  in  this 
manner,  and  that  there  was  nobody  in  the  place, 
I  began  to  be  astonished,  and  my  hair  stood 
on  end,  and  a  kind  of  horror  seized  me ;  for  I 
was  alone. 

8  But  being  come  to  myself,  and  calling  to 
mind  the  glory  of  God,  and  taking  courage,  I 
fell  down  upon  my  knees,  and  began  again  to 
confess  my  sins  as  before. 

9  And  whilst  I  was  doing  this,the  old  woman 
came  thither  with  the  six  young  men  whom  I 
had  seen  before,  and  stood  behind  me  as  I  was 
praying,  and  heard  me  praying  and  confessing 
my  sins  unto  the  Lord. 

10  And,  touching  me  she  said.  Leave  off 
now  to  pray  only  for  thy  sins ;  pray  also  for 
righteousness,  that  thou  mayest  receive  a  part 
of  her  in  thy  house. 

11  And  she  lifted  me  up  from  the  place, 
and  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  brought  me  to 
the  seat ;  and  said  to  the  young  men,  Go,  and 
build. 

12  As  soon  as  they  were  departed,  and  we 
were  tilone,  she  said  unto  me.  Sit  here.  I  an- 
swered her,  Lady,  let  those  who  are  elder  sit 
first.     She  replied.  Sit  down  as  I  bid  you. 

13  And  when  I  would  have  sat  on  the  right 
side,  she  suffered  me  not,  but  made  a  sign 
to  me  with  her  hand  that  I  should  sit  on  the 
left 

14  As  I  was  therefore  musing,  and  full  of 
sorrow,  that  she  would  not  suffer  me  to  sit  on 
the  right  side,  she  said  unto  me,  Hermas,  why 
art  thou  sad  ? 

15  The  place  which  is  on  the  right  hand  is 
theirs  who  have  already  attained  unto  God,  and 
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have  suffered  for  his  name  sake.  Buft  there  is 
yet  a  great  deal  remaining  unto  thee,  before 
thou  canst  sit  with  them. 

16  But  continue,  as  thou  doest,  in  thy  sin* 
cerity,  and  thou  shalt  sit  with  them ;  as  all  oth- 
ers shall,  that  do  their  works,  and  shall  bear 
what  they  have  borne. 

17  IT  I  said  unto  her,  Lady,  I  would  know 
what  it  is  that  they  have  suffered  ?  *Hear,  then, 
said  she  :  wild  beasts,  scourgings,  imprison- 
ments, and  crosses,  for  his  name  sake. 

18  For  this  cause  the  right  hand  of  holiness 
belongs  to  them,  and  to  all  others  as  many  as 
shall  suffer  for  the  name  of  God ;  but  the  left 
belongs  to  the  rest. 

19  Howbeit  the  gifts  and  the  promises  be- 
long to  both,  to  them  on  the  right,  and  to 
those  on  the  left  hand ;  only  that  sitting  on 
the  right  hand  they  have  some  glory  above 
the  others. 

20  But  thou  art  desirous  to  sit  on  the  right 
tiSf***^  hand  with  them ;  and  yet  thy  *  defects  are  ma- 
ny. But  thou  shalt  be  purged  from  thy  defects : 
as  also  all  who  doubt  not,  shall  be  cleansed 
from  all  the  sins  which  they  have  committed 
unto  this  day. 

21  And  when  she  hiad  said  this,  she  would 
have  departed ; 

22  Wherefore,  feUing  down  before  her  feet, 
I  began  to  entreat  her,  for  the  Lord's  sake, 
that  she  would  show  me  the  vision  which  she 
had  promised. 

23  Then  she  again  took  me  by  the  hand, 
and  lifted  tne  up,  and  made  me  sit  upon  the 
seat  on  the  left  side ;  and  holding  up  a  certam 
bright  wand,  said  unto  me,  Seest  thou  that 
^eat  thing  ?    I  replied.  Lady,  I  see  nothing. 

24  She  answered,  Etost  thou  not  see  over 
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^aiost  thee  a  greait  tower,  which  is  built  upon 
4he  water  with  bright  square  stones. 

25  For  the  tower  was  built  upon  a  square 
by  those  six  young  men  that  came  with  her. 

26  But  many  thousands  of  other  men 
•brought  stones  :  some  drew  them  out  of  the 
deep ;  others  carried  them  from  the  ground, 
and  gave  them  to  the  six  young  men.  And 
they  took  them  and  built 

27  As  for  those  stones  which  were  drawn 
-out  of  the  deep,  they  put  them  all  into  the 
building ;  for  they  were  polished,  and  their 
squares  exactly  answered  one  another,  and  so 
one  was  joined  in  such  wise  to  the  other,  that 
there  was  no  space  to  be  seen  where  they  join- 
ed :  insomuch  that  the  whole  tower  appeared 
-to  be  built  as  it  were  of  one  stone. 

28  But  as  for  the  other  stones  that  were 
taken  off  from  the  ground,  some  of  them  they 
rejected,  others  they  fitted  into  the  building. 

29  As  for  those  which  were  rejected,  some 
they  cut  out,  and  cast  them  at  a  distance  from 
the  tower :  but  many  others  of  them  lay'round 
about  the  tower,  which  they  made  no  use  of 
in  the  building. 

30  For  some  of  these  were  rough,  others 
had  clefts  in  them ;  others  were  white  and 
round,  not  proper  for  the  building  of  the 
tower. 

31  But  I  saw  the  other  stones  cast  afar  off 
from  the  tower,  and  falling  into  the  highway, 
and  yet  not  continuing  in  the  way,  but  were 
rolled  from  the  way  into  a  desert  place. 

32  Others  I  saw  failing  into  the  fire  and 
burning  :  others  fell  near  the  water,  yet  could 
not  roll  themselves  into  it,  though  very  desir- 
ous to  fall  into  the  water. 

33  IT  And  when  she  had  showed  me  these 
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things,  she  would  have  departed.  But  I  said 
unto  her»  Lady,  what  doth  it  profit  me  to  see 
these  things,  and  not  understand  what  they 
mean? 

34  She  answered  and  said  unto  me,  You  are 
very  cunning,  in  that  you  are  desirous  to  know 

( AreaboQt  thofle  things  which  '  relate  to  the  tower.  Yea, 
said  I,  lady,  that  I  may  declare  them  unto  the 
brethren  ;  and  they  may  rejoice,  and  hearing 
these  things  may  glorify  God  with  great  glory. 

35  Then  she  said,  Many  indeed  shall  hear 
them,  and  when  they  shall  have  heard  them, 
some  shall  rejoice,  and  others  weep.  And 
yet  even  these,  if  they  shall  repent,  shall  re- 
joice too. 

*  36  Hear,  therefore,  what  I  shall  say  con- 
cerning the  parable  of  the  tower,  and  after 
this  be  no  longer  importunate  with  me  about 
the  revelation. 

37  For  these  revelations  have  an  end,  see- 
ing they  are  fulfilled.  But  thou  dost  not  leave 
off  to  desire  revelations ;  for  tl^ou  art  very 

-Edtt.oioB.^'urgent. 

38  As  for  the  tower  which  thou  seest  built, 
it  is  I  myself,  namely,  the  church ;  which  have 
appeared  to  thee  both  now  and  heretofore. 
Wherefore  ask  what  thou  wilt  concerning  the 
tower,  and  I  will  reveal  it  unto  thee,  that  thou 
mayest  rejoice  with  the  sai^  ts. 

39  I  said  unto  her.  Lady,  because  thou  hast 
thought  me  once  worthy  to  receive  from  thee 
the  revelation  of  all  these  things,  declare  them 
unto  me. 

40  She  answered  me,  Whatsoever  is  fil  to 
•ote^be  revealed  unto  tliee,  flball  be  revealed :  ^only 

let  thy  heart  be  with  the  liord,  and  doubt  not, 
whatsoever  thou  shah  see. 

41  j^ai&ed  her,  Lady,  why  iM  the  tower 
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built  upon  the  •  water?  She  replied,  I  said « 
before  to  thee  that  thou  wert  very  wise,  to 
inquire  diligently  concerning  the  building ; 
therefore  thou  shalt  find  the  truth. 

42  Hear  therefore  why  the  tower  is  built 
upon  the  water :  because  your  life  is  and  shall 

be  saved  by  water.    For  '  it  is  founded  by  the  ^•«^f» 
word  of  the  almighty  and  honourable  name  ;     **~' 
and  is  supported  by  the  invisible  power  and 
virtue  of  God. 

43  1[  And  I  answering,  said  unto  her, 
These  things  are  very  admirable  :  but,  lady, 
who  are  those  six  young  men  that  build  ? 

44  They  are,  said  she,  the  angels  of  God, 
which  were  first  appointed,  and  to  whom  the 
Lord  has  delivered  all  his  creatures,  to  frame 
and  build  them  up,  and  to  rule  over  them. 
For  by  these  the  building  of  the  tower  shall 
be  finished. 

45  And  who  are  the  rest  who  bring  them 
stones  ? 

46  They  also  are  the  holy  angels  of  the 
Lord  5  but  the  other  are  more  excellent  than 
these.  Wherefore,  when  the  whole  building 
of  the  tower  shall  be  finished,  they  shall  all 
feast  together  beside  the  tower,  and  shall  glo- 
rify God,  because  the  structure  of  the  tower 
is  finished. 

47  I  asked  her,  saying,  I  would  know  the 
condition  of  the  stones,  and  the  meaning  of 
them ;  what  it  is  ? 

48  She  answering,  said  unto  me.  Art  thou 
better  than  all  others,  that  this  should  be  re- 
vealed unto  thee  ?  For  others  are  both  before 
thee,  and  better  than  thou  art,  to  whom  these 
visions  should  be  made  manifest : 

49  Nevertheless,  that  the  name  of  God  may 
be  glorified,  it  has  been,  and  shall  be  revealed 
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onto  thee,  for  the  sake  of  those  who  are 
doubtful,  and  thiak  in  their  hearts  whether 
these  things  are  so  or  not. 

50  Tell  them  that  atl  these  things  are  true ;; 
and  that  there  is  nothing  in  them  that  is  not 
true  ;  but  all  are  firn^  and  truly  estabKshed. 

51  IT  Hear  now,  then,  concerning  the 
stones  that  are  in  the  building. 

52  The  square  and  white  stones,  which 
agree  exactly  in  their  joints,  are  the  apostles^ 
and  bishops,  and  doctors,  and  ministers ;  wha 
through  the  mercy  of  God  have  come  in,  and 
governedv  and  taught,  and  ministered  holily 
and  modestly  to  the  elect  of  God,  both  they 
that  are  fallen  asleep,  and  which  yet  remain  ^ 
and  have  always  agreed  with  them,  and  have 
had  peace  within  themselves^  and  have  heard 
each^  other. 

53  For  which  cause  their  joints  exactly 
meet  together  in  the  building  or  the  tower. 

54  They  which  are  drawn  out  of  the  deep 
and  put  into  the  building,  and  whose  joints 
agree  with  the  other  stones  which  are  already 
built,  are^  those  which  are  already  fallen 
asleep,  and  have  suffeied  for  the  sake  of  the 
Lord's  name. 

55  And  what  are  the  other  stones,  lady^ 
that  are  brought  from  the  earth  ?  I  would 
know  what  they  are. 

56  She  answered,  they  which  lie  upon  the 
ground,  and  are  not  polished,  are  those  which. 
God  has  approved,  because  they  have  walked 

JJJ^JJSd.itt  ''the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  directed  their 
*^         ways  in  his  commandments. 

57  They  which  are  brought  and  put  in,  the 
building  of  the  tower^  are  the  young  in  faitb 
and  the  faithful.    And  these  are  admonished 
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by  the  angels  to  do  well,  because  that  iniquity 
is  not  found  in  them. 

58  But  who  are  those  whom  they  rejected, 
and  laid  aside  the  tower  ? 

59  They  are  such  as  have  sinned,  and  are 
willing  to  repent ;  for  which  cause  they  are 
not  cast  far  from  the  tower,  because  they  will 
be  useful  for  the  building,  if  they  shall  re- 
pent 

60  They  therefore  that  are  yet  to  repent,  if 
they  shall  repent,  shall  become  strong  in  the 
faith ;  that  is,  if  they  repent  now,  whilst  the 
tower  is  building.  For  if  the  building  shall 
be  finished,  there  will  then  be  no  place  for 
them  to  be  put  in,  but  they  shall  be  rejected : 
for  he  only  has  this  privilege,  who  shall  now 
be  put  into  the  tower. 

61  IT  But  would  you  know  who  they  are 
that  were  cut  out,  and  cast  afar  off  from  the 
tower  ?    '  Lady,  said  I,  I  desire  it.  '^ 

62  They  are  the  children  of  iniquity,  who 
believed  only  in  hypocrisy,  but  departed  not 
from  their  evil  ways  :  for  this  cause  they  shall 
not  be  saved,  because  they  are  not  of  any  use 
in  the  building  by  reason  of  their  sins. 

63  Wherefore  they  are  cut  out,  and  cast  afar 
off,  because  of  the  anger  of  the  Lord,  and 
because  they  have  provoked  him  to  anger 
against  them. 

64  As  for  the  great  number  of  other  stones 
which  thou  hast  seen  placed  about  the  tower, 
but  not  put  into  the  building;  those  which 
are  rugged,  are  they  who  have  known  the 
truth ;  but  have  not  continued  in  it,  nor  been 
joined  to  the  saints ;  and  therefore  are  unpro- 
fitable. 

65  Those  that  have  clefts  in  them,  are  they 
who  keep  up  discord  in  their  hearts  against 
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each  other,  and  live  not  in  peace ;  that  are 
friendly  when  present  with  their  brethren ; 
but  as  soon  as  they  are  departed  from  one 
another,  their  wickedness  still  continues  in 
their  hearts:  these  are  the  clefts  which  are 
seen  in  those  stones. 

66  Those  that  are  maimed  and  short,  are 
they  who  have  believed  indeed ;  but  still  are 
in  great  measure  full  of  wickedness ;  for  this 
cause  are  they  maimed  and  not  whole. 

67  But  what  are  the  white  and  round  stones, 
lady,  and  which  are  not  proper  for  the  build- 
ing of  the  tower  ? 

68  She  answering,  said  unto  me.  How  long 
wilt  thou  continue  foolish  and  without  under- 
standing ;  asking  every  thing,  and  discerning 
nothing  ? 

69  They  are  such  as  have  faith  indeed;  but 
have  withal  the  riches  of  this  present  world. 
When,  therefore,  any  "  troubles  arise,  for  the 
sake  of  their  riches  and  traffic,  they  deny  the 
Lord. 

70  I  answering,  said  unto  her.  When,  there- 
fore, will  they  be  profitable  to  the  Lord? 
When  their  riches  shall  be  cut  away,  says  she, 
in  which  they  take  delight,  then  they  will  be 
profitable  unto  the  Lord  for  his  building. 

71  For  as  a  round  stone,  unless  it  be  cut 
away,  and  cast  somewhat  off,  its  bulk  cannot 
be  made  square ;  so  they  who  are  rich  in  this 
world,  unless  their  riches  be  pared  ofl*,  cannot 
be  made  profitable  unto  the  Lord. 

72  Learn  this  from  thy  own  experience : 
when  thou  wert  rich,  thou  wast  unprofitable ; 
but  nov  thou  art  profitable,  and  fit  for  the  life 
which  thou  hast  undertaken ;  for  thou  also 
once  wast  one  of  those  stones. 

73  IT  As  for  die  rest  of  the  stones  which 
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thou  sawest  cast  afar  off  from  the  tower,  and 
running  in  the  way ;  and  tumbled  out  of  the 
way  into  desert  places ;  they  are  such  as  have 
believed  indeed,  but  through  their  doubting 
have  forsaken  the  true  way,  thinking  that  they 
could  find  a  better.  But  they  wander,  and 
are  miserable,  going  into  desolate  ways. 

74  Then  for  those  stones  which  fell  into  the 

fire,  and  were  burnt ;  they  are  those  who  have  **''*»*"y* 
*  for  ever  departed  from  the  living  God,  nor 
doth  it  ever  come  into  their  hearts  to  re- 
pent, by  reason  of  the  affection  which  they 
bear  to  their  lusts  and  wickedness  which 
they  commit 

75  And  what  are  the  rest  which  fell  by  the 
water,  and  could  not  roll  into  the  water  ? 

76  They  are  such  as  have  heard  the  word ; 
and  were  willing  to  be  baptized  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  ;  but  considering  the  great  holi- 
ness which  the  truth  requires,  have  withdrawn 
themselves,  and  walked  again  after  their  wick- 
ed lusts. 

77  Thus  she  finished  the  explication  of  the 
tower. 

78  But  I,  being  still  urgent,  asked  her :  Is 
there  repentance  allowed  to  all  those  stones 
which  are  thus  cast  away,  and  were  not  suita- 
ble to  the  building  of  the  tower ;  and  shall 
they  find  place  in  this  tower  ? 

79  They  may  repent,  said  she,  btrt  they 
cannot  come  into  this  tower ;  but  they  shall 
be  placed  in  a  mucH  lower  rank  ;  and  this  af- 
ter that  they  shall  have  been  afflicted,  and  ful- 
filled the  days  of  their  sins. 

8l>  And  for  this  cause  they  shall  be  remov- 
ed, because  they  have  received  the  word  of 
righteousness ;  and  then  they  shall  be  trans- 
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lated  from  their  afflictions,  if  they  shall  have 
a  true  sense  in  their  hearts  of  what  they  have 
done  amiss. 

81  Hut  if  they  shall  not  have  this  sense  in 
their  hearts,  they  shall  not  be  saved,  by  rca* 
son  of  the  hardness  of  their  hearts. 

82  IT  When  therefore  I  had  done  asking 
her  concerning  all  these  things,  she  said  unto 
me.  Wilt  thou  see  somewhat  else  ?  And  being 
desirous  of  seeing  it,  I  became  very  cheerfiH 
of  countenance. 

83  She,  therefore,  looking  back  upon  me, 
and  smiling  a  little,  said  unto  me,  Seest  thou 
seven  women  about  the  tower  ?  Lady,  said 
I,  I  see  them. 

84  This  tower,  replied  she,  is  supported  by 
them,  according  to  the  command  of  the  Lord  : 
hear  therefore  the  effects  of  them. 

85  The  first  of  them,  which  holds  fast  with 
her  hand,  is  called  Faith ;  by  her  the  elect 
shall  be  saved.  The  next,  which  is  girt  up, 
and  looks  manly,  is  nam.ed  Abstinence:  she  is 
the  daughter  of  Faith. 

86  W  hosoever,  therefore,  shall  follow  her, 
shall  be  happy  in  all  his  life ;  because  he  shall 
abstain  from  all  evil  works,  believing  that  if 
he  shall  contain  himself  from  all  concupis- 
cence, he  shall  be  the  heir  of  eternal  life. 
And  what,  lady,  said  I,  are  the  other  five  ? 

87  Tiicy  are,  replied  she,  the  daughters  of 
one  another.  The  first  of  them  is  called  Sim* 
plicity ;  the  next  Innocence ;  the  third  Mo- 
desty ;  then  Discipline ;  and  the  last  of  all  is 
Charity.  When,  therefore,  thou  shalt  have 
fulfilled  the  works  of  their  mother,  thou  shalt 
be  able  to  do  all  things. 

88  Lady,  said  I,  I  would  know  what  par- 
ticular virtue  every  one  of  these  has. 
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89  Hear,  then,  replied  she ;  they  have  eqoal 
virtues,  and  their  virtues  are  knit  together, 
and  follow  one  another  as  they  were  born. 

90  From  Faith  proceeds  Abstinence ;  from 
Abstinence,  Simplicity ;  from  SimpUcity,  In- 
nocence ;  from  Innocence,  Modesty ;  from 
Modesty,  Discipline  and  Charity.  Therefore 
the  works  of  these  are  holy,  and  chaste,  and 
right. 

91  Whosoever,  therefore,  shall  serve  these, 
and  hold  fast  to  their  works,  he  shall  have  his 
dwelling  in  the  tower  with  the  saints  of  God. 

92  1  hen  I  asked  her  concerning  the  times, 
whether  the  end  were  now  at  hand. 

93  But  she  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice, 
saying,  O  foolish  man !  Dost  thou  not  see 
the  tower  yet  a  building  ?  When,  therefore, 
the  tower  shall  be  finished,  and  built,  it  shall 
have  an  end,  and  indeed  it  shall  soon  be  ac* 
complished. 

94  But  do  not  ask  me  any  more  questions. 
What  has  been  said  may  sufiice  thee  and  all  the 
saints  ;  for  the  refreshment  of  your  spirits. 
For  these  things  have  not  been  revealed  to 
thee  only,  but  that  thou  mayest  make  them 
manifest  unto  all. 

95  For  therefore,  O  Hermas !  after  three 
days  thou  must  understand  these  words  which 
I  begin  to  speak  unto  thee,  that  thou  mayest 
speak  them  in  the  ears  of  the  saints ;  that 
when  they  shall  have  heard  and  done  them, 
they  may  be  cleansed  from  their  iniquities,  and 
thou  together  with  them. 

96  IT  Hear  me,  therefore,  O  my  sons !  I 
have  bread  you  up  in  much  simplicity,  and 
innocency,  and  modesty,  for  the  mercy  of 
God,  which  has  dropped  down  upon  you  in 
righteousness,  that  you  should  be  sanctified* 
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BCoA  justified  from  all  sin  and  wickedness  ;  but 
ye  will  not  cease  from  your  evil  doings. 

97  Now,  therefore,  hearken  unto  me,  and 
have  peace  one  with  another,  and  vifiit  one  an- 
other, and  receive  one  another,  and  do  not  en- 
joy the  creatures  of  God  alone. 

98  Give  freely  to  them  that  are  in  need. 
For  some  by  too  freely  feeding  contract  an 
infirmily  in  their  flesh,  and  do  injury  to  their 
bodies  ;  whilst  the  flesh  of  others,  who  have 
not  food,  withers  away,  because  they  want 
sufficient  nourishment,  and  their  bodies  are 
conBumed. 

99  Wherefore  this  intemperance  is  hurtful 
to  you,  who  have,  and  do  not  communicate  to 
them  that  want.  Prepare  for  the  judgment 
tlmt  is  about  to  come  upon  you. 

100  Ye  that  are  the  more  eminent,  search 
out  them  that  are  hungry,  whilst  the  tower  is 
yet  unfinished.  For  when  the  tower  shall  be 
finished,  ye  shall  be  willing  to  do  good,  and 
shall  not  find  any  place  in  it. 

101  Beware,  therefore,  ye  that  glory  in 
your  riches,  lest  perhaps  they  groan  who  are 
in  wrmt ;  and  their  sighing  come  up  unto  (lod^ 
and  ye  be  shut  out  with  your  goods  without 
the  gate  of  the  tower. 

102  Behold  I  now  warn  you  who  are  set 
over  the  church,  and  love  the  highest  seats  ; 
be  not  ye  like  unto  those  that  work  mischief. 

103  And  they  indeed  carry  about  their 
poison  in  boxes  ;  but  ye  contain  your  poison 
and  '  infection   in  your  hearts  ;  and  will  not 

Eurge  them,  and  mix  your  sense  with  a  pure 
eart,  that  ye  may  find  mercy  with  the  Great 
King. 

104  Take  heed  my  children,  that  your  dis- 
sensions deprive  you  not  of  your  lives.    How 
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will  ye  instruct  the  elect  of  God,  when  ye 
yourselves  want  correction  ?  Wherefore  ad- 
monish one  another,  and  be  at  peace  among 
yourselves ;  that  I,  standing  before  your  fa- 
ther, may  give  an  account  for  you  unto  the 
Lord. 

105  ^  And  when  she  had  made  an  end  of 
talking  with  me,  the  six  young  men  that  built, 
came  and  carried  her  to  the  tower  ;  and  four 
others  took  up  the  seat  on  which  she  sat,  and 
they  also  went  away  again  to  the  tower.  I 
saw  not  the  faces  of  these,  for  their  backs 
were  towards  me. 

106  As  she  was  going  away,  I  asked  her 
that  she  would  reveal  to  me  what  concerned 
the  three  forms,  in  which  she  had  appeared 
unto  me- 

107  But  she  answering  said  unto  me,  Con- 
cerning these  things  thou  must  ask  some  oth- 
er, that  they  may  be  revealed  unto  thee. 

108  Now,  brethren,  in  the  first  vision  the 
last  year,  she  appeared  unto  me  exceeding  old, 
and  sitting  in  a  chair. 

109  In  another  vision,  she  had  indeed  a 
youthful  face,  but  her  flesh  and  hair  were  old  ; 
and  she  talked  with  me  standing,  and  was 
more  cheerful  than  the  first  time. 

110  In  the  third  vision,  she  was  in  all  re- 
spects much  younger,  and  comely  to  the  eye  ; 
only  she  had  the  hair  of  an  aged  person  :  yet 
she  looked  cheerful,  and  sat  upon  a  seat. 

111  I  was  therefore  very  sad  concerning 
these  things,  until  I  might  understand  the  vis- 
ion. 

112  Wherefore  I  saw  the  same  old  woman 
in  a  vision  of  the  night  saying  unto  me.  All 
prayer  needeth  humiliation.     Fast,  therefore. 
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122  He  answered,  becaltee  every  one  that 
is  weak,  sitteth  upon  a  chair  by  reason  of  his 
infirmity,  that  his  weakness  may  be  upheld  : 
Behold  therefore  the  figure  of  ^he  first  vision. 

123  IF  In  the  second  vision  you  saw  her 
standing,  and  having  ayouthfuJ  face,  and  more 
cheerfuJ  than  her  former ;  but  her  flesh  and 
liair  were  ancient.  Hear,  said  he,  this  para- 
Ji)le  also. 

124  When  any  one  grows  old,  he  despairs 
«of  himself  by  reason  of  his  infinnity  and 
poverty  ;  and  expects  nothing  but  the  last  day 
of  his  life. 

J  25  But  on  a  sudden  an  inheritance  is  left 
to  him ;  and  he  hears  of  it,  and  rises  ;  and 
being  become  cheerful,  he  puts  on  new 
strength.  And  now  he  no  longer  sits  down, 
but  stands ;  and  is  delivered  from  his  former 
fSorrow  ;  and  sits  not,  but  acts  manfully. 

126  So  you,  having  heard  the  revelation 
which  God  revealed  unto  you,  because  God 
had  compassion  upon  you,  and  renewed  your 
spirit,  both  laid  aside  your  infirmities,  and 
strength  came  to  you,  and  you  grew  strong  in 
the  faith ;  and  God,  seeing  your  strength,  re- 
joiced. 

127  For  this  cause  he  showed  you  the 
building  of  the  tower ;  and  wiU  show  other 
things  unto  you,  if  you  shall  have^eace  with 
all  your  heart  among  each  othec. 

128  1[  But  in  the  third  vision  you  saw  her 

^et  younger ;  *  fair  and  cheerful,  and  of  a  se- '**•*• 
rene  countenance. 

129  For  as  if  some  good  news  comes  to 
one  that  is  sad,  he  straightway  forgets  his  sad- 
ness, and  regards  nothing  else  but  the  good 
news  which  he  has  heard ;  and  for  the  xest  he 
is  comforted,  and  his  spirit  is  renewed  throu^ 
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fhe  joy  whith  be  has  received  ;  even  so  you 
have  Deen  refreshed  in  your  spirit,  by  seeing 
these  good  things. 

130  And  for  that  you  saw  her  sitting  upon 
a  bench,  it  denotes  a  strong  position  ;  because 
a  bench  has  four  feet,  and  stands  strongly. 
And  even  the  world  itself  is  upheld  by  the 
four  elements. 

131  They,  therefore,  that  repent  perfectly, 
shall  be  young ;  and  they  that  turn  from  their 
sins  with  their  whole  heart,  shall  be  estab- 
lished. 

1 32  And  now  you  have  the  revelation  fully ; 
ask  no  more  to  have  any  thing  further  reveal- 
ed unto  you. 

133  But  if  any  thing  be  to  be  revealed,  it 
shall  be  made  manifest  unto  you. 


VISION  IV. 

Of  the  trial  and  tribulation  that  is  about  to  come  npon  itaen. 

1  SAW  a  vision,  brethren,  twenty  days  af- 
ter the  former  vision  ;  a  representation  of  the 
tribulation  that  is  at  hand.  I  was  walking  in 
the  field  away. 

2  Now  from  the  public  way  to  the  place 
whither  I  went  is  about  ten  lurlongs  $  it  is  a 
way  very  little  frequented  : 

3  And  as  I  walked  alone,  i  entreated  the 
Lord  that  he  would  confirm  the  revelations 
which  he  had  showed  unto  me  by  his  holy 
church ; 

4  And  would  grant  repentance  to  all  1m 
servants,  who  had  been  offended,  that  bis  gte» 
and  honourable  name  might  be  glorified  ;  and 
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might  show*  his  wonders;  and  that  I  m  ht 
honour  him,  and  give  thanks  unto  him.> 

5  And  behold  somewhat  like  a  voice  an-,  . 
swered  me  :  Doubt  not,  Hermas.     Wherefore 

I  began  to  think,  and  say  within  myself,  Why 
should  I  doubt,  seeing  1  am  thus  settled  by  the 
Lord,  and  have^een  such  glorious  things  if 

6  I  had  gone  but  a  little  farther,  brethren, 
when  behold  I  saw  a  dust  rise  up  to  heaven. 
I  began  to  say  within  myself,  Is  there  a  drove 
of  cattle  coming,  that  raises  such  a  dust  ? 

7  li  was  about  a  furlong  off  from  me.  And 
behold  I  saw  the  dust  rise  more  and  more,  ijl- 
somucl)  that  I  began  to  suspect  that  there  was 

'  somewhat  extraordinary  in  it.  diifflSS? 

8  And  the  sun  shone  a  little )  and  behold  I 
saw  a  great  beast,  as  it  were  a  whale ;  and 
fiery  locusts  came  out  of  his  mouth.  The 
height  of  the  beast  was  about  a  hundred  feet ; 

and  he  had  a  head  like  a  Marge  earthen  ves-*VMuniaie. 
sel. 

9  I  began  to  weep,  and  to  pray  unto  the 
Lord,  that  he  would  deliver  me  from  it.  Then 
I  called  to  mind  the  word  which  I  had  heard  : 
Doubt  not,  Hermas. 

10  Wherefore,  brethren,  putting  on  a  di- 
vine faith,'  and  remembering  who  it  was  that 
had  taught  me  great  things,  I  delivered  myself 
boldly  unto  the  beast, 

11  Now  the  beast  came  on  in  such  a  man-  • 
ner,  as  if  it  could  '  at  once  have  devoured  aiintctu. 
city. 

1 2  I  came  near  unto  it ;  and  the  beast  ex- 
tended its  whole  bulk  upon  the  ground  ;  and 
put  forth  nothing  but  its  tougne,  nor  once  mo- 
ved itself,  till  1  had  quite  passed  by  it, 

13  Now  the  beast  had  upon  its  head  four 
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colours,  first  black,  then  a  red  and  bloody  co^ 
lour,  then  a  golden,  and  then  a  white, 

14  IT  After  that  I  had  passed  by  it,  and  was^ 
gone  forward  about  thirty  feet,  behold  there^ 
met  me  a  certain  virgin  well  adorned,  as  if  she 
had  been  just  come  out  of  her  bride-cham- 
ber ;  all  in  white,  having  on  white  shoes,  and 
a  veil  down  her  face,  and  covered  with  shi- 
ning hair. 

15  Now  I  knew  by  my  former  visions  that 
it  was  the  church ;  and  thereupon  grew  the 
more  cheerful.  She  saluted  me,  saying,-  Hail,. 
O^man  !  I  returned  the  salutation,  saying,  La- 
dy, hail ! 

16  She  answering,  said  unto  me.  Did  noth- 
ing meet  you,  O  man  ?  I  replied,  Lady,  there 
met  me  such  a  beast,  as  seemed  able  to  devour 
a  whole  people ;  but  by  the  power  of  God, 
and  through  his  singular  mercy,  I  escaped  it. 

17  Thou  didst  escape  it  well,  said  she  ;  be- 
cause thou  didst  cast  thy  whole  care  upon 
God  ;  and  openedst  thy  heart  unto  him ;  be- 
lieving that  thou  couldst  be  safe  by  no  other, 
than  by  his  great  and  honourable  name. 

18  For  this  cause  the  Lord  sent  his  angel,, 
who  is  over  the  beast,  whose  name  is  Hegrin, 
and  stopped  his  mouth  that  he  should  not  de- 
vour thee.  Thou  hast  escaped  a  great  triaP 
through  thy  faith,  and  because  thou  didst  not 
doubt  for  such  a  terrible  beast. 

19  Go,  therefore,  and  relate  to  the  elect  of 
God,  the  great  things  that  he  hath  done  for 
thee.  And  thou  shalt  say  unto  them,  that  this 
beast  is  the  figure  of  the  trial  that  is  about  to 
come. 

20  If,  therefore,  ye  shall  have  prepared 
yourselves,  ye  may  escape  it,  if  your  heart  be 
pure  and  without  spot ;  and  if  ye  shall  serve 


Digitized  by 


Google 


"      VISION  IV.  817 

God  all  the  rest  of  your  days  without  com- 
plaint. 

21  Cast  all  your  cares  upon  the  Lord,  and 
he  will  direct  them ;  believe  in  God,  ye  doubt- 
ful, because  he  can  do  all  things ;  he  can  both 
turn  away  his  wrath  from  you,  and  send  you 
help  and  security. 

22  Wo  to  the  doubtful,  to  those  who  shall 
hear  these  words,  and  shall  despise  them  :  it 
had  been  better  for  thdm  that  they  had  not 
been  born. 

23  IT  Then  I  asked  her  concerning  the  four 
colours  which  the  beast  had  upon  its  head.  But 
she  answered  me,  saying.  Again  thou  art  cu- 
rious in  that  thou  askest  concerning  these 
things.  And  I  said  unto  her,  Lady,  show  me 
what  they  are. 

24  Hear,  said  she ;  The  black  which  thou 
sawest,  denotes  the  world  in  which  you  dwell. 
The  fiery  and  bloody  colour,  signifies,  that 
this  age  must  be  destroyed  by  fire  and  blood. 

25  The  golden  part  are  ye,  who  have  esca- 
ped out  of  it.  For  as  gold  is  tried  by  the  fire, 
and  is  made  profitable,  so  are  ye  also  in  like 
manner  tried  who  dwell  among  the  men  of  this 
world. 

26  They,  therefore,  that  shall  endure  to  the 
end,  and  be  proved  by  them,  shall  be  purged. 
And  as  gold,  by  this  trial,  is  cleansed,  and 
loses  its  dross,  so  shall  ye  also  cast  away  all 
sorrow  and  trouble ;  and  be  made  pure  for 
the  building  of  the  tower. 

27  But  the  white  colour  denotes  the  time  of 
the  world  which  is  to  come,  in  which  the  elect 
of  God  shall  dwell ;  because  the  elect  of  God 
shall  be  pure  and  without  spot  unto  life  ictcr- 
nal. 

28  Wherefore  do  not  thou  cease  to  speak 
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these  things  in  the  ears  of  the  saints.  Here 
ye  have  the  figure  of  the  great  tribulation  that 
is  about  to  come  ;  which,  if  you  please,  shall 
be  nothing  to  you.  Keep  therefore  in  mind 
the  things  which  I  have  said  unto  you. 

29  When  she  had  spoken  thus  much,  she 
departed ;  but  I  saw  not  whither  she  went* 
But  suddenly  I  heard  a  noise,  and  I  turned 
back,  being  afraid;  for  I  thought  that  the 
beast  was  coming  toward  me. 
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The  second  book  op  St.  HERMAS,  called  his 
COMMANDS. 


IT  Introduction. 

WHEN  I  bad  prayed  at  home,  and  was  sat 
down  upon  the  bed,  a  certain  man  came  in  to 
me  with  a  reverend  look,  in  the  habit  of  a 
shepherd,  clothed  with  a  white  cloak,  having 
his  bag  upon  his  back,  and  his  staff  in  his  hand, 
and  saluted  me. 

2  I  returned  his  salutation ;  and  immediately 
he  sat  down  by  me,  and  said  unto  me,  I  am 
sent  by  that  venerable  messenger,  that  I  should 
dwell  with  thee  all  the  remaining  days  of  thy 
life. 

3  But  I  thought  he  was  come  to  try  me,  imd 
said  unto  him,  Who  are  you  ?  For  I  know  to 
whom  I  am  committed.  He  said  unto  me.  Do 
you  not  know  me  ?  I  answered.  No.  I  am, 
said  he,  that  shepherd,  to  whose  care  you  are 
delivered. 

4  Whilst  he  was  yet  speaking,  his  shape  was 
changed  ;  and  when  I  knew  that  it  was  he  to 
whom  I  was  committed,  I  was  ashamed,  and  a 
sudden  fear  came  upon  me,  and  I  was  utterly 
overcome  with  sadness,  because  I  had  q[>oken 
so  foolishly  unto  him. 

5  But  he  said  unto  mo,  Be  iiot  ashameii,  bat 
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receive  strength  in  thy  mind,  through  the  com- 
mands which  I  am  about  to  deliver  unto  thee. 
For,  said  he,  I  am  sent  to  show  unto  thee  all 
those  things  again,  which  thou  hast  seen  be- 
fore ;  but  especially  such  of  them  as  may  be  of 
most  use  unto  thee. 

6  And  first  of  all  write  my  Commands  and 
Similitudes ;  the  rest  thou  shalt  so  write  as  I 
shall  show  unto  thee.  But  I  therefore  bid 
thee  first  of  all  write  my  Commands  and  Si- 
militudes, that  by  often  reading  of  them,  thou 

them,  ciwio- may  est  the  more  easily  *kecp  them  in  mem- 
LiJ:  ^^   ory. 

7  Whereupon  I  wrote  his  Commands  and 
Similitudes,  as  he  bade  me. 

8  Which  things  if,  when  you  have  heard, 
ye  shall  observe  to  do  them,  and  shall  walk 
according  to  them,  and  exercise  yourselves  in 
them,  with  a  pure  mind,  ye  shall  receive  from 
the  Lord  those  things  which  \\6  has  promised 
unto  you. 

9  But  if,  having  heard  them,  ye  shall  not 
repent,  but  shall  still  jro  on  to  add  to  your  sins, 

cipietia.        ye  shall  be  punished  by  him. 

10  All  these  things  that  shepherd,  the  angel 
of  repentance,  commanded  me  to  write. 


&Faitb. 


COMMAND  I. 

of  *  believing  in  one  God. 


de^?^?rr  FIRST  of '  all,  believe  that  there  is  one  God, 
Hii.  eS«*^''^^  created  and  framed  all  things  of  nothing 
i.5,c^.  AUm-'into  a  being. 

na«.   de    In-  ^  .  ii       i   •  i     •  i 

earnat-Viib.     2  Hc  comprehcnds  all  things,  and  is  only 
immense,  not  to  be  comprehended  by  any. 

3  Who  can  neither  be  defined  with  any 
words,  nor  conceived  by  the  mind. 
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4  Therefore  believe  in  him,  and  fear  him ; 

and  fearing  him,  ''abstain  from  all  evil.  ne^ulTin?*** 

5  Keep  these  things,  and  cast  all  'lust  and^^'2J||32j^ 
iniquity  far  from  thee;  and  put  on  righteous- *'J[J5^ iJIJ 
ness  ;  and  thou  shalt  live  to  God,  if  thou  shaltjj"****^*" 
keep  this  commandment. 

COMMAND  II. 

That  we  mast  avoid  detraction  ;  and  do  oar  alms-deeds  with  sim.  ^ ,      „ 

P'»<^»'y-  simplfeltj, 

and  boiaii»- 

HE  said  unto  me,  ^  Be  innocent,  and  with- *'*"*• 
out  disguise ;  so  shalt  thou  be  like  an  infantf^  ««<  •• 
who  knows  no  malice,  which  destroys  the  life  J*^"^.  "^ 

of  man.  aso  theGr. 

2  Especially  see  that  thou  speak  evil  ofX?g.  Paro- 
none;  nor  willingly  hear  anyone  speak  evil  ^u^lSfto^ 

«  °  -^  "^  ^  queotia,  era 

01  any.  dem;   et  ta 

3  '  For  if  thou  observest  not  this,  thou  also  cS^  '*' 
who  hearcst,  shalt  be  *  partaker  of  the,  sin  of*J^  b^ 
him  that  speaketh  evil  by  believing  the  slander,  "*^;^^ 
and  thou  also  shalt  have  sin ;  because  thou  be-ikTbeGrJiatk 
lievedst  him  that  spake  evil  of  thy  brother.       fyithertim 

4  'Detraction  is  a  pernicious  thing;  an  in-p^^^JJJ^  ^ 
constant,  -'evil  spirit;  that  never  continues  infjj^j;;;^!^^ 
peace,  but  is  always  in  discord.  *  Wherefore  J^|g^^***^ 
refrain  thyself  from  it;  and  keep  peace  ever-«preek.  in 
more  with  thy  brother.  Ulnoevllo^ 

5  Put  on  a  holy '  constancy,  "*  in  which  there  iSiiJJn'*^*" 
are  no  sins,  but  all  is  full  of  joy ;  and  do  good  dSSitfuj, 
of  thy  labours.  xpiZL^ 

6  "Give  "without  distinction  to  all  that  arej';2^;^j^ 
in  want ;  not  doubting  to  whom  thou  givest.     raj»/«aXB«« 

7  But  give  to  all ;  for  God  will  have  us  give- vw.  Anti- 
to  all,  of  ^all  his  own  gifts.     They  therefore  «5ui.  ****^ 
that  receive  shall  give  an  account  to  God,  *' ^'"p'y- 
both  wherefore  they  received,  and  for  what^siJiSL^ 

6Iia.  Lamb.      D» 
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8  And  they  that  receive  without  a  real  need, 
shall  give  an  account  for  it ;  but  he  that  gives 
shall  be  innocent : 

9  For  he  has  fulfilled  his  duty  as  he  receiv- 
ed it  from  God ;  not  making  any  choice  to 
whom  he  should  give,  and  to  whom  not.    And 

f  oioriouaiy  this  scrvicc  hc  did  with  simplicity,  and  '  to  the 
glory  of  God. 

10  Keep  therefore  this  command  according 
as  I  have  delivered  it  unto  thee  ;  that  thy  re- 
pentance may  be  found  to  be  sincere,  and  that 
good  may  come  to  thy  house ;  and  have  a 
pure  heart. 


COMMAND  III. 

Of  avoiding  lying,  and  the  repentance  of  Hermaa  for  hia  disaimu- 
lation. 


ABiiodi.  MOREOVER  'he  said  unto  me,  Love 
truth,  and  let  all  the  speech  be  true  which  pro- 
ceeds out  of  thy  mouth  ; 

2  That  the  spirit  which  the  Lord  hath  given 
to  dwell  in  thy  flesh  may  be  found  true  towards 
all  men  ;  and  the  Lord  be  glorified,  who  hath 
given  such  a  spirit  unto  thee  ;  because  God  is 
true  in  all  his  words,  and  in  him  there  is  no 
lie. 

3  They  therefore  that  lie,  deny  the  Lord  ; 
tolhSG^SS. '  ^^^  become  robbers  of  the  Lord ;  '  not  ren- 
yj^Qj  derin^  to  God  what  they  received  from  him. 
^taver.      4  For  they  received  the  spirit  free  from 

lying ;  if  therefore  they  make  that  a  liar,  they 
defile  what  was  committed  to  them  by  the 
Lord,  and  become  deceivers. 

5  When  I  heard  this,  I  wept  bitterly.  And 
when  he  saw  me  weeping,  he  said  unto  me, 
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Why  weepest  thou  ?    And  I  said,  Because,  sir, 
I  doubt  whether  I  can  be  saved, 

6  He  asked  me,  Wherefore  ?  1  replied. 
Because,  sir,  I  never  spake  a  true  word  m  my 
life ;  but  always  lived  in  dissimulation,  and 
affirmed  a  lie  for  truth  to  all  men ;  and  no 
man  contradicted  me,  but  aJ!  gave  credit  to 
my  words.  How  then  can  I  live,  seeing  I 
have  done  in  this  manner  t 

7  And  he  said  unto  me.  Thou  thinkest  well 
and  truly.  For  thou  cughtest,  as  the  servant 
of  God,  to  have  walked  in  the  truth,  and  not 
have  joined  an  evil  conscience  with  the  spirit 
of  truth  ;  nor  have  grieved  the  holy  and  true 
Spirit  of  God. 

8  And  I  replied  unto  him.  Sir,  I  never  be- 
fore hearkened  so  diligently  to  these  things. 
He  answered.  Now  thou  hearest  them  :  Take 
care  from  henceforth,  that  even  those  things 
which  thou  ha^t  formerly  spoken  falsely  for 

the  sake  of  thy  business,  may, "  by  thy  present -Tbro«fh 
truth,  receive  credit.  lST  'hii 

9  For  even  those  things  may  be  credited,  ifSd^Scipi* 
for  the  time  to  come  thou  shalt  speak  the*"** 
truth  :  and  'by  so  doing  thou  may  est  attain*  if  unm 
Unto  life.  tbttratii: 

10  And  whosoevet  shall  hearken  unto  this 
command,  and  do  it,  and  shall  depart  from  aH 
lying,  he  shall  live  unto  God. 


COMMAND  IV. 

Of  patting  awaf  one's  wife  for  addtery. 

FURTHERMORE,  said  he,  I  command 
*hee,  that  thou  keep  ''thyself  chaste ;  and  that-  cbudtf. 
IhfOQ  Buffer  iKUt  any  thought 'of  any  others 
marriage,  or  of  fornication,  to  enter  into  thy' 
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heart :  for  such  a  thought  produces  a  great 
sin. 

2  But  be  thou  at  all  times  mindful  of  the 
Lord,  and  thou  shalt  never  sin.  For  if  such 
an  evil  thought  should  arise  in  thy  heart,  thou 
shouldest  be  guilty,  of  a  great  sin  ;  and  they 
who  do  such  things,  follow  the  way  of  death. 

3  Look  therefore  to  thyself,  and  keep  thy- 
self from  such  a  thought :  for  where  chastity 
remains  in  the  heart  of  a  righteous  man,  there 
an  evil  thought  ought  never  to  arise. 

4  And  1  said  unto  him,  Sir,  suffer  me  to 
speak  a  little  to  you.  He  bade  me  say  on. 
And  I  answered.  Sir,  if  a  man  that  is  faithful 
in  the  Lord,  shall  have  a  wife,  and  shall  catch 
her  in  adultery,  doth  a  man  sin  that  continu- 
eth  to  hve  still  with  her  ? 

5  And  he  said  unto  me,  As  loi^g  as  he  is 
ignorant  of  her  sin,  he  commits  no  fault  in 
living  with  her :  but  if  a  man  shall  know  his 
wife  to  have  offended,  and  she  shall  not  repent 
of  her  sin,  but  go  on  still  in  her  fornication, 
and  a  man  shall  continue  nevertheless  to  live 
with  her,  he  shall  become  guilty  of  her  sin, 
and  partake  with  her  in  her  adulterv. 

6  And  I  said  unto  him,  W  hat  therefore  is 
to  be  done,  if  the  woman  continues  on  in  her 
6in  ?  He  answered.  Let  her  husband  put  her 
away,  and  let  him  continue  by  himself.  But 
if  he  shall  put  away  his  wife  and  marry  anoth- 
er, he  also  doth  commit  adultery. 

7  And  I  said.  What  if  the  woman  that  is  so 
put  away,  shall  repent,  and  be  willing  to  re- 
turn to  her  husbnnd  ?  shall  she  not  be  receiv- 
ed by  him  ?  He  said  unto  me,  Yes ;  and  if 
her  husband  shall  not  receive  her,  he  will  sin  ; 
and  commit  a  great  offence  against  himself; 
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but  he  ought  to  receive  the  offender  if  she  re- 
pents ;  only  not  often. 

8  For  to  the  servants  of  God  there  is  but 
one  repentance.  And  for  this  cause  a  man 
that  putteth  away  his  wife  ought  not  to  take 
another,  because  she  may  repent. 

9  This  act  is  alike  both  in  the  man  and  in 
the  woman.  Now  they  commit  adultery,  not 
only  who  pollute  their  flesh,  but  who  also 
make  an  image.  "If  therefore  a  woman  per-*8eeicbc. 
severes  in  any  thing  of  this  kind,  and  repents"^"'  *** 
not,  depart  from  her,  and  live  not  with  her  : 
otherwise  thou  also  sbalt  be  partaker  of  her 

sin. 

10  But  it  is  therefore  commanded  that  both 
the  man  and  the  woman  should  remain  unmar- 
ried, because  such  persons  may  repent. 

11  Nor  do  I  in  this  administer  any  occa- 
sion for  the  doing  of  these  things ;  but  rather 
that  whoso  has  offended,  should  not  offend  any 
more. 

12  But  for  their  former  sins,  God,  who  has 
the  power  of  healing,  will  give  a  remedy  :  for 
he  has  the  power  of  all  things. 

13  IF  I  asked  him  again,  and  said,  Seeing 
the  Lord  hath  thought  me  worthy  that  thou 
shouldest  dwell  with  me  continually ;  speak 
a  few  words  unto  me,  because  I  understand 
nothing,  and  my  heart  is  hardened  through 

my  former  conversation  ;  and  open  my  'un-'SenM. 
derstanding  because  I  am  very  dull,  and  ap- 
prehtmd  nothing  at  all. 

14  And  he  answering  said  unto  me ;  I  am 

the  **  minister  of  repentance,  and  give  *  under- -Praimitiii. 
standing  to  all  that  repent.     Does  it  not  seem  tS^iett*^' 
to  thee  to  be  "a  very  wise  thing  to  repent  ?J'S'rwt  wii- 
Because  he  that  does  so,  gets  great  under- **^ 
standing. 

28 
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15  For  he  is  sensible  that  he  bath  sinned' 
and  done  wickedly  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  y 

jto  hiB  an-  and  lie  remembers  **  within  himself  that  he  has^ 
"  '"*'  offended,  and  repents*  and  does  no  more  wick- 
edly ;  but  does  that  which  is  good,  and  hum- 
bles his  soul^and  afflicts  it,  because  he  has  of- 
fended. You  see  therefore  that  repentance  is 
great  wisdom. 

16  And  I  said  unto  Mm,  For  thia  cause,  sir^ 
I  inquire  diligently  into  alt  things,  because  I 
am  H  sinner,  that  I  may  know  what  I  roust  do 
that  I  may  live ;  because  my  sins  are  many. 

17  And  he  said  unto  me.  Thou  shalt  live  if 
thou  shalt  keep  these  my  commandments^ 
And  whosoever  shall  hear  and  do  these  com- 
mands, shall  live  unto  God. 

18  1  And  I  said  unto  him,  I  have  ev^n  now 
heard  from  certain  teachers  that  there  is  no- 
other  repentance  beside  that  of  baptism; 
when  we  go  down  into  the  water,  and  receive* 
the  forgiveness  of  our  sins ;  and  that  after 

•cbntity.  that,  we  must  sin  no  more;  but  live  in  'pu*-- 

rity. 
/^hujr        19  And  he  said  unto  me.  Thou  hast  ^beenp 
rightly  informed.     Nevertheless^  seeing  now 
thou  inquirest  diligently  into  all  things,  I  will 
manifest  this  also  untd  thee,  yet  not  so*  as  to 
give  any  occasion  of  sinning  either  to  those 
who  shall  hereafter  believe,  or  to  those  who 
have  already  believed  in  the  Lord. 
^•Ms^LtmiK     20  For  neither  they  who  have  '  newly  be- 
^Mumnt,  lieved,  or  who  shall  hereafter  believe,  have 
Ugnoir**  any  repentance  of  sins,  but  forgiveness  of 
them. 

21  Bat  as  to  those  who  have  been  called  to* 
the  faitht  and  sincie  that  are  fallen  into,  ady? 
gross  sin,  the  Lord  bath  appointed  repen* 
tance  >  because  God  knoweth  the  thoughts  of 
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all  men^s  hearts,  and  their  infirmities ;  and  the 
nanifold  wickedness  of  the  devil ;  who  is  al- 
ways contriving  something  against  the  ser- 
vants of  God :  and  maliciously  lays  snares 
for  them. 

22  Therefore  our  merciful  Lord  had  com- 
passion towards  his  creature,  and  appointed 
that  repentance,  and  gave  unto  me  the  power 
of  it.  And  therefore  I  say  unto  thee,  If  any  one 
after  that  great  and  holy  calling  shall  be  tempt- 
ed by  the  devil  and  sin,  he  has  one  *  repent- *vid.  An 
ance.  But  if  he  shall  often  sin  and  repent,  it  iI?li<J^Si 
shall  not  profit  such  a  one;  for  he  shall  hard-*^ 

ly  live  unto  God. 

23  And  I  said,  Sir,  I  am  restored  again  to 
life  sin^e  I  have  thus  diligently  hearkened  to 
these  commands.  For  I  perceive,  that  if  I 
«hall  not  hereafter  add  any  more  to  my  sins,  I 
shall  be  saved. 

24  And  he  said.  Thou  shalt  be  saved  ;  and 
so  shall  all  others,  as  many  as  shall  observe 
these  commandments. 

25  IT  And  again  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  seeing 
thou  hearest  me  patiently,  show  me  yet  one 
thing  more.     Tell  me,  saith  he,  what  it  is. 

26  And  I  said.  If  a  husband  or  wife  die, 
and  the  party  which  survives  marry  again, 
does  he  sin  in  so  doing?     'He  that  n^^rries {vw^n^l 
(says  he)  sins  not:  howbeitif  he  shall  remain 'oc^p-^ 
single,  he  shall  thereby  gain  to  himself  great  viiicomi 
honour  before  the  Lord. 

27  Keep  therefore  thy  chastity  and  modes- 
ty ;  and  thou  shalt  live  unto  God.      Observe 

from  henceforth  those  things  which  I  spcakiM9.L«mb. 
with   thee,  and  command  thee  to  observe  ;?uomihi 
from  the  time  ^  that  I  have  been  delivered  un-Tha/SStST 
to  thee,  and  dwell  in  thy  house.  n^d  om. 

28  So  shall  thy  former  sins  be  forgiven,  if  dwcu"Ac 
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thou  shalt  keep  these  my  commandments.  And 
in  hke  manner  shall  all  others  be  forgiven^ 
who  shall  observe  these  my  commandments. 


COMMAND  V. 

Of  the  sadness  of  the  heart,  and  of  patience. 

*MacpoOa,or  ^^  patient,  says  he,  and  Mong-suffering ; 
AoiincISS  ^^  shalt  thou  have  dominion  over  all  wicked 
•  Work,      works,  and  shalt  '  fulfil  all  righteousness. 

2  For  if  thou  shalt  be  patient,  the  Holy 
Spirit  which  dwelleth  in  thee  shall  be  pure, 
and  not  be  darkened  by  any  evil  spirit ;  but 
-being  full  of  joy  shall  be  enlarged,  and  feast 


"•MS. 
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vHi. Ei'Gr.*"in  the  body  in  which  it  dwells,  and  "serve 
wZvo^iT    ^^^  Lord  with  joy,  and  in  great  peace. 
J"of  vL^     3  But  if  any  *  anger  shall  overtake  thee, 
•Or.        presently  the  Holy  Spirit  which  is  in  thee, 
VJ^Pw    will  be  straitened,  and  seek  to  depart  from 

nitofjlk  4  For  he  is  choked  by  the  evil  spirit;  and 
!•  Place,  has  not  the  ''  liberty  of '  serving  the  Lord  as  he 
l^^^aat  would ;  for  he  is  grieved  by  '  anger.  '  When 
ro(©yoxi«.  therefore  both  these  spirits  dwell  together,  it 
nSSl&An-is  destructive  to  a  man. 
blSJ^'ihlii  5  As  if  one  should  take  a  little  wormwood, 
JJ^^^n^^'SU.and  put  it  into  a  vessel  of  honey,  the  whole 
iJ'^^lbrLw' honey  would  be  spoiled;  and  a  great  quantity 
wff^ring)°hS<^f  honey  is  corrupted  by  a  very  little  worm- 
X*  bSrln  wood,  and  loses  the  sweetness  of  honey,  and 
5!Ji^[?,^^*is  no  longer  acceptable  to  its  Lord;  because 

the  whole  honey  is  made  bitter,  and  loses  its 

use. 

6  But  if  no  wormwood  be  put  into  the  honey, 

it  id  sweet  and  profitable  to  its  Lord.   Thus  is 
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forbearance  sweeter  than  honey,  and  profitable 
to  the  Lord  who  dwellcth  in  it. 

7  But  anger  is  unprofitable.  If  therefore 
anger  shall  be  mixed  with  forbearance,  the 
soul  is  distressed,  and  its  prayer  is  not  profit- 
able 'with  God.  ''T**^ 

8  And  I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  I  would  know 
the  sinfulness  of  anger,  that  I  may  keep  my- 
self from  it.  And  he  said  unto  me,  I'hou  shalt 
know  it,  and  if  thou  shalt  not  keep  thyself  from 
it,  thou  shalt  lose  thy  hope  with  all  thy  house. 
Wherefore  depart  from  it. 

9  ¥oT  I  the  "messenger  of  righteousness -Angei. 
am  with  thee :  and  all  that  depart  from  it,  as 
many  as  shall  repent  with  all  their  hearts,  shall 

live  unto  God ;  and  I  will  be  with  them,  and 
will  keep  them  all. 

10  For  all  such  as  have  repented,  have  been 
justified,  by  the  most  holy  messenger,  who  is 
a  minister  of  salvation. 

1 1  IT  And  now,  says  he,  hear  the  wickedness 
of  anger ;  how  evil  and  hurtful  it  is,  and  how 
it  overthrows  the  servants  of  God :  for  it  can- 
not '  hurt  those  that  are  full  of  faith,  because  ^oj^k* 
the  "power  of  God  is  with  them;  but  it  over-^^wi^ai; ' 
throws  the  doubtful,  and  those  that  are  desti- Facerc. 
tute  of  faith.  •^*^- 

13  For  as  often  as  it  sees  'such  men,  it^creeii, 
casts  itself  into  their  hearts ;  and  so  a  man  or  J^JJJ^*^ 
woman  is  in  bitterness  for  nothing:  for  the 
things  of  life ;  or  for  sustenance ;  or  for  a  vain 
word,  if  any  should  chance  to  fall  in ;  or  by 
reason  of  any  friend ;  or  for  a  debt ;  or  for 
-any  other  superfluous  things  of  the  like  na- 
ture. 

13  For  these  things  are  foolish,  and  super- 
fluous, and  vain  to  the  servants  of  God.     But 
.(equanimity  is  strongs  and  forcible,  and  of  great 
2b* 
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power,  and  sitteth  in  great  enlargement;  is 
cheerful,  rejoicing  in  peace;  and  glorifying 
of"A?uana:God  at  all  ''times  with  meekness. 
u2?hS**  Ihi  14  And  this  long-suffering  dwells  with  those 
STi'tiiif^hat  are  full  of  faith.  Uut  anger  is  foolish, 
bhielSSw  Tn  and  light,  and  empty.  Now  bitterness  is  bred 
1!^ILC  through  f^"y  5  by  bitterness,  anger;  by  anger, 
SSUs  Ifefury.  And  this  fury  arising  from  so  many 
quietneM.  ^yj|  principles,  worketh  a  great  and  incurable 
sin. 

15  For  when  all  these  things  are  in  the  same 
•  vi»ei.     'man  in  which  the  Holy  Spirit  dwells;   the 

vessel  cannot  contain  them,  but  runs  over: 
and  because  the  Spirit  being  tender  cannot 
tarry  with  the  evil  one,  it  departs  and  dwells 
with  him  that  is  meek. 

16  When  therefore  it  is  departed  from  the 
man  in  whom  it  dwelt ;  that  man  becomes  des- 
titute of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  is  afterwards 

•{J^JijJi*^ filled  with  wicked  spirits, "  and  is  blinded  with 
5jJ^JJ«;jevil  thoughts.  Thus  doth  it  happen  to  all 
L^uvers^lif  angry  men. 

Mnd"  un  *^  Wherefore  depart  thou  from  anger,  and 
!S"Vo"nJlI  P^t  on  equanimity,  and  resist  wrath ;  so  shalt 
h?tS?r**'Mdthou  be  *  found  with  modesty  and  chastity  by 
^JJ^^^^God.  Take  good  heed,  therefore,  that  thou 
MntheGr.  of  neglect  not  this  commandment 
urow'p^  18  For  if  thou  shalt  obey  this  command, 
pu!!!ded"wMithen  shalt  thou  also  be  able  to  observe  the 
[b^'lirho  other  commandments  which  I  ehall  command 
of  God.**     tnee. 

19  Wherefore  strengthen  thyself  now  in 
these  commands,  that  thou  mayest  live  unto 
God.  And  whosoever  shall  observe  these  com- 
mandments shall  live  unto  God. 
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COMMAND  VI. 

That  every  man  has  two  c  angels,  and  of  the  suggestions  of  both.     «  vm.  gom- 

ler.  Annot  Is 
loc  pp.87,  €8. 

1  COMMANDED  thee,  said  he,  in  my  first  gr„%^?i: 
commandment,  that  thou  shouldest  keep  faith,  ^*****- 
and  fear,  and  '^  repentance.     Yes,  sir,  said  I.    J^^JSJ;J?"'|i 

2  He  continued ;  But  now  I  will  show  thee  JJJ**X'J^S2? 
the  virtues  of  these  commands,  that  thou  niay-{jjyn^^J" 
est  know  their  effects;  how  they  are  ' pre- Aianodiw; 
scribed  alike  to  the  just  and  unjust.  HSE^"" 

3  Do  thou  therefore  believe  the  righteous,  "5»c»»"^"« 
but  give  no  credit  to  the  unrighteous.     ForpJJJSiiJ^ 
righteousness  keepeth  the  right  way,  but  un- 
righteousness the  wicked  way. 

4  Do  thou  therefore  keep  the  right  way, 
and  leave  that  which  is  evil.  For  the  evil 
way  has  not  a  good  end,  but  hath  many  stum- 
bling-blocks ;  it  is  rugged  and  full  of  thorns, 
and  leads  to  destruction ;  and  is  hurtful  to  all 
such  as  walk  in  it. 

5  But  they  who  go  in  the  right  way,  walk 
with  evenness,  and  without  offence  ;  because 
it  is  not  rough,  nor  thorny. 

6  Thou  seest,  therefore,  how  it  is  best  to 
walk  in  this  way.  Thou  shalt  therefore  go, 
says  he,  and  all  others,  as  many  as  believe  in 
God  with  all  their  heart,  shall  go  through  it. 

7  IT  And  now  says  he,  ^  understand  first  of/  vw.  iiati- 

"  och.   Hofli. 

Com. 


ot 

Hon.  UZT. 


all  what  belongs  to  faith.    There  are  tw*>  an- Sir 
gels  with  man ;  one  of  righteousness,  the  oth-S^'W^^ 
or  of  iniquity.  ^'  '"  '"^ 

8  And  I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  how  shall  I 
know  that  there  are  two  such  angels  with 
man  ?  Hear,  says  he,  and  understand. 

9  The  angel  of  righteousness  is  mild,  and 
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modest,  and  gentle,  and  quiet.  When  there- 
fore he  gets  into  thy  heart,  immediately  he  talks 
with  thee  of  righteousness,  of  modesty,  of 
chastity,  of  bountifulness,  of  forgiveness,  of 
charity  and  piety. 

10  When  all  these  things  come  into  thy 
heart,  know  then  that  the  angel  of  righteous- 
ness is  with  thee.  Wherefore  hearken  to  this 
angel  and  to  his  works. 

11  Learn  also  the  works  of  the  angel  of  ini- 
<juity.  He  is  first  of  all  bitter,  and  angry,  and 
foolish;  and  bis  works  are  pernicious,  and 
overthrow  the  servants  of  God.  When  there- 
fore these  things  come  into  thy  heart,  thou 
fihalt  know  by  his  works,  that  this  is  the  angel 
of  iniquity. 

12  And  I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  how  shall  I  un^ 
derstand  these  things  ?  Hear,  says  he,  and 
understand.  When  anger  overtakes  thee,  or 
bitterness,  know  that  he  is  in  thee. 

13  As  also,  when  the  desire  of  many 
"^  things,  and  of  the  best  meats,  and  of  drunk- 
enness ;  when  the  love  of  what  belongs  to  oth- 
ers, pride,  and  much  speaking,  and  ambition  ; 
and  the  like  things,  come  upon  thee. 

14  When  therefore  these  things  arise  in  thy 
heart,  know  that  the  angel  of  iniquity  is  with 
thee.  Seeing  therefore  thou  knowest  his 
works,  depart  from  them  all,  and  give  no  cred- 
it to  him,  because  his  works  are  evil,  and  be- 
come not  the  servants  of  God. 

15  Here  therefore  thou  hast  the  works  of 
both  these  angels.  Understand  now  and  be- 
lieve the  angel  of  righteousness,  because  his 
instruction  is  good. 

16  For  let  a  man  be  never  so  happy  ;  yet  if 
the  thoughts  of  the  other  angel  arise  in  his 
heart,  that  man  or  woman  must  needs  sin. 


«  Work!. 
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17  But  let  man  or  woman  be  never  so 
wicked,  if  the  works  of  the  angel  of  righteous- 
ness come  into  his  heart,  that  man  or  woman 
must  needs  do  some  good. 

18  Thou  seest  therefore  how  it  is  good  to 
follow  the  angel  of  righteousness.    If  therefore 

thou  Shalt  follow  him,  and   *  submit  to  hisALatcnii. 
works,  thou   shalt  live  unto  God      And  asue^  "*" 
many  as  "  shall  submit  to  his  works,  shall  live 
also  unto  God. 


COMMAND  VII. 

That  we  must  fear  God,  but  not  the  devil. 

FEAR  'God,  says  he,  and  keep  his  com-,^  ^^ 
mandments.  For  if  thou  keepest  his  com- jjj;^*";^ 
mandments  thou  shalt  be  powerful  in  every  *^'«^^-^ 
work,  and  all  thy  works  shall  be -'excellent.i^JJJJJj^. 
For  by  fearing  God,  thou  shalt  do  every  thing  ^jjj|^* ' 
well. 

2  This  is  that  fear  with  which  thou  must  be 
affected  that  thou  mayest  be  saved.  But  fear 
not  the  devil ;  for  if  thou  fearest  the  Lord, 
thou  shalt  have  dominion  over  him ;  because 
there  is  no  power  in  him. 

3  Now  if  there  be  no  power  in  him,  then 
neither  is  he  to  be  feared.  But  he  in  whom 
there  is  excellent  power,  he  is  to  be  feared ; 
for  every  one  that  has  power  is  to  be  feared. 
But  he  that  has  no  power  is  despised  by  every 
one. 

4  Fear  the  works  of  the  devil,  because  they 
are  evil.  For  by  fearing  the  Lord,  thou  wilt 
fear  and  not  do  the  works  of  the  devil,  but  keep 
thyself  from  them. 

5  There  is  therefore  a  twofold  fear;  ^ifj^:*^"^ 
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thou  wilt  not  do  evil,  fear  the  Lord,  and  thou 
onlouSiSlishalt  not  do  it.  But  if  thou  wilt  do  good, '  the 
^^wonb  jpgg^j.  ^  ^jjg  Lqj.j  jg  strong,  and  great,  and  glo- 

the  coiinec-r*^"S' 

SSrr^Pear  ^  Wherefore,  fear  God  and  thou  shalt  live  : 
iSd,*Vnd  ^0^  whosoever  shall  fear  him,  and  keep  his 
X"^^*u|  commandments,  their  life  is  with  the  Lord. 
**'•*•  But  they  who  keep  them  not,  neither  is  life  ia 
them. 


COMMAND  VIIL 

That  we  must  flee  from  erll,  and  do  good. 

1  HAVE  told  thee,  said  he,  that  there  are 
two  kinds  of  creatures  of  the  Lord,  and  that 

•  Mfocb.  there  ia  a  twofold  "*  abstinence.     From  some 
BWI.1ZXU.  thingg  therefore  thou  must  abstain,  and  from 
others  not. 

2  I  answered.  Declare  to  me,  sir,  from  what 
I  must  abstain,  and  from  what  not.  Hearken, 
»aid  he.  Keep  thyself  from  evil,  and  do  it 
not ;  but  abstain  not  from  good,  but  do  it. 
For  if  thou  shalt  abstain  from  what  is  good, 
and  not  do  it,  thou  shalt  sin.     Abstain  there- 

_      ,  fore  from  all  evil,  and  thou  shalt  "  know  all 

•Do,aiccord-    .    .  ' 

]^^uie  righteousness. 

3  I  said.  What  evil  things  are  those  from 
which  I  must  abstain  ?  Hearken,  said  he ; 
from  adultery ;  front  drunkenness  ;  from  riots  ; 
from  excess  of  eating ;  from  daintiness  and 
dishonesty;  from  pride;  from  fraud;  from 
lying  ;  from  detraction ;  from  hypocrisy ;  from 
remembrance  of  injuries ;  and  from  all  evil 
speaking. 

4  For  these  are  the  works  of  iniquity  ;  from 
which  the  servant  of  God  must  abstain.     For 
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he  that  cannot  keep  himself  from  these  things^ 
cannot  live  unto  God. 

5  Bui  hear,  said  he,  what  follows  of  these 
kind  of  things  :  for  indeed  many  more  there 
are  from  which  the  servant  of  God  must  ab- 
stain. From  theft,  and  cheating ;  from  false 
witness  ;  from  covctousness ;  from  boasting  ; 
and  all  other  things  of  the  like  nature. 

6  Do  those  things  seem  to  thee  to  be  evil  or 
not  ?  Indeed  they  arc  very  evil  to  the  ser- 
vants of  God.     Wherefore  the  servant  of  God 

must  abstain  from  all  these  "works.  Je^ii'i^ 

7  Keep  thyself  therefore  from  them,  that 
thou  niaycst  live  unto  God,  and  be  written 
among  those  that  Jibstain  from  them.  And 
thus  have  I  shown  thee  what  things  thou  must 
avoid  :  now  learn  from  what  thou  must  not 
abstain. 

8  Abstain  not  from  any  good  works,  bat  do 
them.     Hear,  said  he,  what  the  virtue  of  those 
good  works  is  which  thou  must  do,  that  thou 
mayest  be  saved.     The  first  of  all  is  faith  ;JJ^!»«j;fJg; 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  ;  charity  ;  concord  ;  equi-[J;^;j^^"»/ 
ty ;  truth  ;  patience  ;  chastity.  urcVi^Vf 

9  There  is  nothing  better  than  these  things  ^{;jj'^»|^' 
in  the  life  of  man  ;  ''who  shall  keep  and  do]*,^;p«iJ^ 
these  thinus  in  their  life.     Hear,  next  whatj;",'' ;«»«»»»^ 

'  Btiim  from 

follow  these.  them.ghQii 

10  1  o  minister  to  the  widows  ;  not  to  de-''»»"^  ^n? 
spisc  the  fatherless  and  poor;  to  redeem  the  ^"^.  "f  ^<i"* 
servants  of  God  Irom  necessity;  to  be  hospi-»cr.  Good 
table   (for  in  hospitality  there  is  sometimes /^^^^^  ^^^ 
'great  fruit;)  not  to  be  contentious,  but  be*  Ad.i  from 

".     .  ^  the  Greek  of 

quiet  ;  Ailiann»*iu8 

11  To  be  humble  above  all  men;  to  rever-JiI.H'^Nmto 
ence  the  aged  ;  to  labour  to  be  righteous ;  "  tOj'Xri^io*"" 
respect  the  brotherhood  ;  to  bear  aftronts  ;  to[huiI"who 
be   long-suffering;  'not  to  cast  away  those il«irmind«. 
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that  have  fallen  from  the  faith ;  but  to  con- 
tmt09ri(m.  vert  them  and  make  them  be  of  '  good  cheer  ; 
to  admonish  sinners;  not  to  oppress  those 
that  are  our  debtors ;  and  all  other  things  of 
a  like  kind. 

12  Do  these  things  seem  to  thee  to  be  good, 
or  not  ?  And  I  said,  What  can  be  better  than 
these  words  ?  Live  then,  said  he,  in  these 
commandments,  and  do  not  depart  from  them. 
For  if  thou  shalt  keep  all  these  command- 
ments, thou  shalt  live  unto  God.  And  all 
they  that  shall  keep  these  commandments, 
shall  live  unto  God. 

COMMAND  IX. 

That  we  mast  ask  of  God  dally,  and  without  doubting. 

•vw.Anti-  AGAIN  he  said  unto  me,  "Remove  from 
iSim.T;ii-  thee  all  doubting  ;  and  question  notliing  at  all, 
dTo^IS?^  when  thou  askestany  thing  of  the  Lord  ;  say- 
J'JJSSr*  ing  within  thyself.  How  shall  I  be  able  to  ask 
any  thing  of  the  Lord  and  receive  it,  seeing  I 
have  so  greatly  sinned  against  him  ? 

2  Do  not  think  thus,  but  turn  unto  the  Lord 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  ask  of  him  without 
doubting,  and  thou  shalt  know  the  mercy  of 
the  Lord  ;  how  that  he  will  not  forsake  thee, 
but  will  fulfil  the  request  of  thy  soul. 

3  For  God  is  not  as  men,  mindful  of  the  in- 
juries he  has  received ;  but  he  forgets  injuries, 
and  has  compassion  upon  his  creatures. 

4  Wherefore  purify  thy  heart  from  all  the 
vices  of  this  present  world ;  and  observe  the 
commands  I  nave  before  delivered  unto  thee 
from  God  ;  and  thou  shalt  receive  whatsoever 
good  things  thou  ahalt  ask,  and  nothing  shall 
be  wanting  unto  thee  of  all  thy  petitions ;  if 
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thou  ghalt  ask  of  the  Lord  without  doubting. 

5  'But  they  that  are  not  such,  shall  obtain •h.fSJ.bJS 
none  oF  those  things  which  they  ask.  For;j^,^^.^„*J'5^"n. 
they  that  are  full  of  faith,  ask  all  things  with  fJJ^JSVou,."! 
confidence,  and  receive  from  the  Lord,  be-JJart,^i,u 
cause  they  ask  without  doubting.  But  he  that  Si"e  'S^iJ? 
doubts  shall  hardly  lite  unto  <jiod,  except  he  K5!\i^^ 

rpnpnt  ^^o  dtstnut 

repeiu.  (or.doubioo 

6  Wherefore  purify  thy  heart  from  doubt- {5,^'"j;jJi|;,« 
ing,  and  put  on  faith ;  and  trust  in  God ;  and  SlSf^btii?* 
thou  shalt  receive  all  that  thou  shalt  ask.  But?°"«r^'»»«" 
and  if  thou  shouldest  chance  to  ask  somewhat  <'So  ms. 
and  not  ("  immediately)  receive*it,  yet  do  notdi^iicijllll; 
therefore  doubt,  because  thou  hast  not  pres-  peuJfJiflf* 
ently  received  the  petition  of  thy  soul.  .    ^y*^- 

7  For  it  may  be  thou  shalt  not  presently 
receive  it  for  thy  trial,  or  else  for  some  sin 
which  thou  know(  do  not  thou 
leave  off  to  ask,  '  i  ihalt  receive. 
Else  if  thou  shalt  c<  ►u  must  com- 
plain of  thyself,  ar  that  he  has 
not  given  unto  the€                         st  desire. 

8  Consider  therefore  this  doubting  how 
cruel  and  pernicious  it  is  ;  and  how  it  utterly 
roots  out  many  from  the  faith,  who  were  very 
faithful  and  firm.  For  this  doubting  is  the 
daughter  of  the  devil ;  and  deals  very  wicked- 
ly with  the  servants  of  God. 

9  Despise  it  therefore,  and  thou  shalt  rule 
over  it  "  on  every  occasion.     Put  on  a  firm  jj^*^^ 
and  powerful   faith :    for  faith  promises  all 
things,  and  perfects  all  things     nut  doubting 

will  not  believe,  that  it  shall  obtain  any  thing 
by  all  that  it  can  do. 

10  Thou  seest  therefore,  says  he,  how  faith 
cometh  from  above,  from  God ;  and  has  great 
power.    But  doubting  is   an  earthly  spirit, 
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and  proceedeth  from  the  deyil,  and  has  no 
strength, 

11  Do  thou  therefore  keep  the  virtue  of 
faith,  and  depart  from  doubting,  in  which  is  no 
virtue,  and  thou  shalt  live  unto  God.    And  all 
shall  live  unto  God,  as  many  as  ^hall  do  these 
things. 


COMMAND  X. 

Of  the  sadness  of  the  heart ;  and  that  we  most  take  heed  not  Uy 
grieve  the  Spirit  of  God  that  is  in  ns. 

PUT  all  sadness  far  from  thee ;  for  it  is  the 
sister  of  doubting  and  of  anger.  How,  sir,. 
saW  I,  is  it  the  sister  of  these  ?  For  sadness,^ 
and  anger,  and  doubting,  seem  to  me  to  be 
very  different  from  one  another. 
•  witbom  2  And  he  answered,  'Art  thou  without 
JSTJ^TSn-sense^  that  thou  dost  not  understand  it  ?    For 


*^  sadness  is  the  most  mischievous  of  all  spirits^ 
•  soAheLa-and  the  worst  to  the  servants  of  God :  "It  de- 
bSiiST^**"  stroys  the  spirits  of  all  men,  and  torments  the 
A^^ui  Holy  Spirit;  and  again  it  saves. 
A^d^roy-     3  Sir,  said  I,  I  am  very  foolish,  and  under- 
^nSSin   Stand  not  these  ^  things.    I  cannot  apprehend 
J^L****"'    how  it  can  torment,  and  yet   save.     Hear^ 
»Qae8tioii8.said  he,  and  understand.     They  who  never 
sought  out  the  truth,  nor  inqiuir^  concerning^ 
the  majesty  of  God,  but  only  believed,  are  in- 
volved in  the  affairs  of  the  heathen. 
oSi^m     ^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^®  another  "  lying  prophet  that 
Jj^owjis:^' destroys  the  ''minds  of  the  servants  of  God;^ 
dj^u  Sen-  that  is,  of  those  that  are  doubtful^  not  of  those 
Sg/^   that  fully  trust  in  the  Lord.  Now  those  doubts 
*^'       ful  persons  come  to  him,  as  to  a  divine  spirit, 
and  inquire  of  him,  what  shall  befall  them. 
5  And  this  lying  prophet,  having  no  power 
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m  him  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  answers  them  ac- 
cording to  their  demands;  and  JSIls  their  souls 
with  promises  according  as  they  desire.  How- 
beit  that  prophet  is  vain,  and  answers  vain 
things  to  those  who  are  themselves  vain. 

6  And  T^atsoever  is  asked  of  him  by  vain 
men,  he  answers  them  vainly.  Nevertheless 
he  speaketh  some  things  truly.  For  the  de- 
vil fills  him  with  his  spirit,  that  he  may  over- 
throw some  of  the  righteous. 

7  IT  Whosoever  therefore  are  strong  in  the 
faith  of  the  Lord,  and  have  put  on  the  truth, 
they  are  not  joined  to  such  spirits,  but  depart 
from  them.  But  they  that  are  doubtful,  and 
often  repenting,  like  the  heathens,  consult 
them,  and  heap  up  to  themselves  great  *sin, 
serving  idols. 

8  As  many  therefore  as  are  such,  inquire  of 
them  upon  every  occasion,  worship  idols,  and 
-are  foolish,  and  void  of  the  truth. 

9  For  every  spirit  that  is  given  from  God 
needs  not  to  be  asked  ;  but  having  the  power 
of  divinity  speaks  all  things  of  itself;  because 
he  comes  from  above,  from  the  power  of  the 
Spirit  of  God. 

10  But  he  that  being  asked  speaks  accord- 
ing to  men's  desires,  and  concerning  many 
other  affairs  of  this  present  world,  understands 
not  the  things  which  relate  unto  God.  For 
these  spirits  are  darkened  through  such  afiairs, 
and  corrupted,  and  broken. 

11  As  good  vines,  if  they  are  neglected, 
are  oppressed  with  weeds  and  thorns,  and  at 
last  killed  by  them ;  so  are  the  men  who  be- 
lieve such  spirits. 

12  They  fall  into  many  actions  and  busi- « Andnn^ei- 
aesses,  and  are  void  of  sense,  '  and  when  they  fig"a^tSi^ 
think  of  things  pertaining  unto  God,  they  un- licS^'^LiL 
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derstand  nothing  at  all :  but  if  at  any  time  they 
chance  to  hear  any  thing  concerning  the  Lord, 
/  seuet.    jjjgj,.  /  thoughts  are  upon  their  business. 

13  But  they  that  have  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
and  search  out  the  truth  concerning   God, 

fblSdb?**"' having  all  their  thoughts  towards  the  Lord, 
MtSiSlit.  apprehend  whatsoever  is  said  tft  them,  and 

forthwith  understand  it,  because  they  have  the 

fear  of  the  Lord  in  them. 

14  For  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  dwells, 
*6r.  there  is  also  /^much  understanding  added. 
wTxT^  Wherefore  join  thyself  to  the  Lord,  *  and  thou 
M^I'omS**^^^'^  understand  all  things. 

«»**  15  IT  Learn  now,  O  unwise  man  !  how  sad- 

>  Gr.        ness  ^  troubleth  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  how  it 
MsfLamb.  savcs.    Whcu  a  man  that  is  doubtful  is  en- 
conirib«i.t.  gaged  in  any  affair,  and  does  not  accomplish 
it  by  reason  of  his  doubting  ;  this  padness  en- 
ters into  him,  and  grieves  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
makes  him  sad. 

16  Again,  anger,  when  it  overtakes  any 
man  for  any  business,  he  is  greatly  moved ; 
*and  then  again  sadness  entereth  into  the 
heart  of  him  who  was  moved  with  anger,  and 
he  is  troubled  for  what  he  hath  done,  and  re- 
penteth  because  he  bath  done  amiss. 

17  This  sadness  therefore  seemeth  to  bring 
salvation,  because  he  repenteth  of  his  evU 
deed.  But  both  the  other  things,  namely, 
doubting  and   sadness,  such  as  before  was 

k  in  the  Greek  of  Athanasius,  follows,  %m  wiiflji  ri  xmtvt.  And  he 
doth  something  which  is  ill.  Which  better  agrees  with  what  follows : 
Because  he  hMh  done  amiss.  The  text  in  this  place  being  evidently 
corrupted,  it  has  been  endeavoured  to  restore  the  true  sense  of  it 
from  the  Greek  of  Athanasius,  which  is  as  follows :  n«A/y  «  A«rir» 
UTw^tvtrm  tii  rnf  nxt^haf  rev  ufipMirov  t$v  e^v^i^^iiie^fTefy  xat  ktntttrm 
nri  T9  vr^ttj^ti  ttvrev  n  twfa^tf  tuu  furantt  an  ^§9ti(af  tifym/rmrt.  Atmi  atnr  « 
Am-9  ^exti  Ttnnp  «'  ^X^'^t  ^^'  ^^  T6mp$f  iFfa^a%  lurntnnt.    Ajiup^Ttfm  i§  rm 
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mentioned,  vex  the  Spirit :  doubting,  because 
his  work  did  not  succeed ;  and  sadness,  be- 
cause he  angered  the  Holy  Spirit. 

18  '  Remove  therefore  sadness  from  thyself ;  Hom^^ 
"  and  afflict  not  the  Holy  Spirit  which  dwelleth^G'jjki 
in  thee ;  lest  he  "  entreat  God ;  and  depart  from  ms.  ila^b. 
thee.     For  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  "which  isnGree"kT" 
given  to  dwell  in  the  flesh,  endureth  no  such  ^^ZTl":' 
sadness.  ^^^^'  *««• 

19  Wherefore  clothe  thyself  with  cheerful- « Greek, 
ness,  which  has  always  favour  with  the  Lord,  ^^'/"^^^p*l^ 
and  thou  shalt  rejoice  in  it.     For  every  cheer- j^'*^"^  ^ 
ful  man  does  well;  and  relishes  those  things ^^p". 
that  are  good,  and  despises  ^  sadness.  por^k. 

20  But  the  sad  man  does  always  wickedly.  ^'^' 
First,  he  doth  wickedly  'because  he  grieveth^so  meor. 
the  Holy  Spirit,  which  is  given  to  man  hemgl^'p^^l^^, 
of  a  cheerful  nature.  And  again  he  does  iHinXr^li^ 
because  he  prays  with  sadness  unto  the  Lord,  ^jj'Vrt^/o*, 
and  maketh  not  first  a  thankful  acknowledg- 
ment unto  him  of  former  mercies ;  and  obtains 

not  of  God  what  he  asks. 

21  For  the  prayer  of  a  sad  man  has  not  al- 
ways efficacy  to  come  up  to  the  altar  of  God. 
And  I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  why  has  not  the  prayer 
of  a  sad  man  virtue  to  come  up  to  the  altar  of 
God  ?  Because,  said  he,  that  sadness  remain- 
eth  in  his  heart. 

22  When  therefore  a  man's  prayer  shall  be 
accompanied  with  sadness,  it  will  not  sufier  his 
requests  to  ascend  pure  to  the  altar  of  God. 
For  as  wine,  when  it  is  mingled  with  vinegar, 
has  not  the  sweetness  it  had  before;  so  sadness 
being  mixed  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  sufiers  not  a 
man's  prayer  to  be  the  same  that  it  would  be 
otherwise. 

23  Wherefore  cleanse  thyself  from  sad- 
ness, which  is  evil,  and  thou  shalt  live  unto 

29* 
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God.  And  all  others  shall  live  unto  God,  as 
many  as  shall  lay  aside  sadness,  and  put  on 
cheerfulness. 


COMMAND  XI. 

That  the  spirits  and  prophets  are  to  be  tried  by  their  works,  and  of 
a  twofold  spirit. 

HE  showed  me  certain  men  sitting  upoa 
benches,  and  one  sitting'  in  a  chair ;  and  he 
said  unto  me,  Seest  thou  those  who  sit  upon 
the  benches?     Sir,  said  I.  I  see  them.    He 
answered,  They  are  the  faithful ;  and  he  who 
sits  in  the  chair,  is  an  earthly  spirit. 
ii^*lwtog.''^     2  For  he  cometh  not  into  ^the  assembly  of 
the  faithful,  but  avoids  it.     But  he  joins  him- 
self to  the  doubtful  and  empty ;  and  prophe- 
sies to  them  in  corners  and  hidden  places ;  and 
pleases  them  by  speaking  according  to  all  the 
desires  of  their  hearts. 
•  Have   the     3  For  hc   placiug   himself  among  empty 
Jthem^^'^  vessels,  is  not  broken,  but  the  one  fitteth  the 
-  aJ^m^tolr  ^^^^^'    ^^*  when  he  cometh  into  the  company 
wM  wanting  of  just  mcu, '  who  are  full  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 

in  this  place         n       i  ^  i  t  i        i  • 

lo  make  the  aud  thcy  pray  unto  the  Lord,  that  man  is 
mS'^ii^wm'  emptied,  because  that  earthly  spirit  flies  from 
AiSSuho/him,  and  he  is  dumb,  and  cannot  speak  any 

Wake.byDr.    ,   .   '  '  r  J 

Grabe,    that  tUmg. 

^^joitoV  4  As  if  in  a  store-house  you  shall  stop  up 
poJ^Ttorhewine  or  oil;  and  among  those  vessels  shall 
mwd.   aT- place  an  empty  jar ;  and  shall  afterwards  come 

cordingly  the  f^  'x  i.    ii     i=     j     -^ 

Archbrsbop  to  open  it,  you  shall  find  it  empty  as  you 

reduced  both     .     ^  ^   j   • .        "^  ^i  ^  ^Z  ^  V 

puces     to  Stopped  it  up :  so  those  empty  prophets,  when 

whathecon-.f     ^^  ^  xU  •     /      c  A.       •       x 

eeived       thcy  comc  among  the  spirits  of  the  just,  are 

•boQld      bcrjAU  UxU  u  J' 

their  true  or- lound  to  bc  sucu  as  thcy  came, 
i^t  "rtaS     5  IF  I  said.  How  then  shall  a  man  be  able  to 
discern  them  ?    Consider  what  I  am  going  to 


they       now 
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say  concerning  both  kinds  of  '  men ;  and  as  I'Veweh. 
speak  unto  thee,  so  shalt  thou  prove  the  pro- 
phet of  God,  and  the  false  prophet. 

6  And  first  try  the  man  who  hath  the  Spirit 
of  God ;  because  the  Spirit  which  is  from 
above  is  humble  and  quiet ;  and  departs  from 
all  wickedness  ;  and  from  the  vain  desires  of 
the  present  world ;  and  makes  himself  more 
humble  than  all  men;  and  answers  to  none 
when  he  is  asked ;  nor  to  every  one  singly : 
for  the  Spirit  of  God  doth  not  speak  to  a  man 
when  he  will,  but  when  God  pleases. 

7  When  therefore  a  man  who  hath  the 
Spirit  of  God  shall  come  into  the  church  of 
the  righteous,  who  have  the  faith  of  God,  and 
they  pray  unto  the  Lord ;  then  the  holy  angel 
of  God  fills  that  man  with  the  blessed  Spirit, 
and  he  speaks  in  the  congregation  as  he  is 
moved  of  God. 

8  Thus  therefore  is  the  Spirit  of  God 
known,  because  whosoever  speaketh  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  speaketh  as  the  Lord  will. 

9  IF  Hear  now  concerning  the  earthly  spir- 
it, which  is  empty  and  foolish,  and  without 
virtue.  And  first  of  all  the  man  who  is  sup- 
posed to  have  the  Spirit  (whereas  he  hath  it 
not  in  reality),  exalteth  himself,  and  desires 
to  have  the  first  seat,  and  is  wicked,  and  full 
of  words ; 

10  And  spends  his  time  in  pleasure,  and  in 
all  manner  of  voluptuousness ;  and  receives 
the  reward  of  his  divination ;  which  if  he  re- 
ceives not,  he  does  not  divine. 

11  Should  the  Spirit  of  God  receive  reward 
and  divine  ?  It  doth  not  become  a  prophet  of 
God  so  to  do. 

12  Thus  you  see  the  life  of  each  of  these 
kind  of  prophets.    Wherefore  prove  that  man 
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by  his  life  and  works,  who  says  that  he  hath 
the  Holy  Spirit.  And  believe  the  Spirit  which 
comes  from  God,  and  has  power  as  such.  But 
believe  not  the  earthly  and  empty  spirit,  which 
is  from  the  devil,  in  whom  there  is  no  faith  nor 
virtue. 

13  Hear  now  the  similitude  which  I  am 
about  to  speak  unto  thee.  Take  a  stone,  and 
throw  it  up  towards  heaven ;  or  take  a  spout 
of  water,  and  mount  it  up  thitherward ;  and 
see  if  thou  canst  reach  unto  heaven. 

14  Sir,  said  I,  How  can  this  be  done  ?  For 
neither  of  those  things  which  you  have  men- 
tioned, are  possible  to  be  done.  And  he  an- 
swered. Therefore,  as  these  things  cannot  be 
done,  so  is  the  earthly  spirit  without  virtue, 
and  without  effect. 

15  Understand  yet  further  the  power  which 
cometh  from  above,  in  this  simihtude.  The 
grains  of  hail  that  drop  down  are  exceeding 
small ;  and  yet  when  they  fall  upon  the  head 
of  a  man,  how  do  they  cause  pain  to  it  ? 

16  And  again ;  consider  the  droppings  of 
a  house  ;  how  the  little  drops  falling  upon  the 
earth,  work  a  hollow  in  the  stones. 

17  So  in  like  manner,  the  least  things  which 
come  from  above,  and  fall  upon  the  earth,  have 
great  force.  Wherefore  join  thyself  to  this 
spirit,  which  has  power ;  and  depart  from  the 
other,  which  is  empty. 


COMMAND  XII. 

Of  a  twofold  desire  :  that  the  commands  of  God  are  not  impossible  : 
and  that  the  devil  is  not  to  be  feared  by  them  that  believe. 

^.*''h«?'     AGAIN  he  said  unto  me,  "  Remove  from 
*"*''        thee  all  evil  desires,  and  put  on  good  and  ho- 
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I7  desires.  For  haying  put  on  a  good  desire, 
thou  shalt  hate  that  which  is  evil,  and  bridle 
it  as  thou  wilt  But  an  evil  desire  is  dreadful, 
and  hard  to  be  tamed. 

2  It  is  very  horrible  and   wild  ;  and  by  its 
wildness  consumes  men.     And  especially,  if  a 
servant  of  God  shall  chance  to  fall  into  it,  ex- 
cept he  be  very  wise,  he '  is  ruined  by  it.     For '•'s-^^- 
It  destroys  those  who  have  not  the  garment  of 

a  good  desire  ;  and  "  are  engaged  in  the  f  *"f^  ^^ 
affairs  of  this  present  world  ;  and  delivers  ^  ^^ 
them  unto  death.  ^  impiic*- 

3  '  Sir,  said  I,  What  are  the  works  of  an «  Thw  um 
evil  desire,  which  bring  men  unto  death  ?to!^^ 
Show  them  to  me,  that  I  may  depart  from  thM?V>i!!!^ 
them.  Hear,  said  he,  by  what  works  an  evil  Slll^oi!^^ 
desire  bringeth  the    servants  of  God  untoS^T^* 


death.  Su2J:sr 

4  First  of  all,  it  is  an  evil  desire  to  covet  ^SSiMiSii, 
another  man's  wife ;  or  for  a  woman  to  covet  IheT^U^^'au 
another's  husband ;  as  also  to  desire  the  dain-^£^' 
ties  of  riches;  and  multitudes  of  superfluous '^'^ 
meats  ;  and  drunkenness  ;  and  many  delights. 

5  For  in  much  delicacy  there  is  folly ;  and 
many  pleasures  are  needless  to  the  servants  of 
God.  Such  lusting  therefore  is  evil  and  per- 
nicious, which  brings  to  death  the  servants  of 
God.    For  all  such  lusting  is  from  the  devil 

6  Whosoever  therefore  shall  depart  from 
all  evil  desires,  shall  live  unto  God ;  but  they 
that  are  subject  unto  them  shall  die  for  ever. 
For  this  evil  lusting  is  deadly.  Do  thou 
therefore  put  on  the  desire  of  righteousness, 
and  being  armed  with  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
resist  all  wicked  lusts. 

7  For  this  fear  dwelleth  in  good  desired ; 
and  when  evil  coveting  shall  see  thee  armed 
with  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  resisting  it ;  it 
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will  fly  far  from  thee,  and  not  appear  before 
thee,  but  be  afraid  of  thy  armour ; 

8  And  thou  shalt  have  the  victory,  and  be 
crowned  for  it ;  and  shalt  attain  unto  that  de- 
sire which  is  good  ;  and  shalt  give  the  victory 
which  thou  hast  obtained  unto  God,  and  shalt 
serve  him  in  doing  what  thou  thyself  wouldest 
do. 

9  For  if  thou  shalt  serve  good  desires,  and 
be  subject  to  them ;  thou  shalt  be  able  to  get 
the  dominion  over  thy  wicked  lustings,  and 
they  shall  be  subject  to  thee  as  thou  wilt 

10  IF  And  I  said.  Sir,  I  would  know  how  to 
serve  that  desire  which  is  good.  Hearken, 
said  he.  Fear  God,  and  put  thy  trust  in  him, 
and  love  truth,  and  righteousness,  and  do  that 
which  is  good. 

11  If  thou  shalt  do  these  things,  thou  shalt 
be  an  approved  servant  of  God ;  and  shalt 
serve  him  :  and  all  others  who  shall  in  like 
manner  serve  a  good  desire  shall  live  unto 
God. 

1 2  IF  And  when  he  had  fulfilled  these  twelve 
commands,  he  said  unto  me,  Thou  hast  now 
these  commands,  walk  in  them ;  and  exhort 
those  that  hear  them  that  they  repent,  and  that 
they  keep  their  repentance  pure  all  the  re- 
maining days  of  their  Hfe. 

13  And  fulfil  diligently  this  ministry  which 
I  commit  to  thee,  and  thou  shalt  receive  great 
advantage  by  it ;  and  shalt  find  favour  with  all 
such  as  shall  repent,  and  shall  believe  thy 
words.  For  I  am  with  thee,  and  will  force 
them  to  believe. 

14  And  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  these  com- 
mands are  great  and  excellent,  and  able  to 
cheer  the  heart  of  that  man  that  shall  be  able  to 
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keep  them.    But,  sir,  I  cannot  tell  whether 
they  can  be  observed  by  any  man. 

15  He  answered,  Thou,  shalt  easily  keep 
these  commands,  and  they  shall  not  be  hard  : 
howbeit.  If  thou  shalt  suflfer  it  once  to  enter 
into  thy  heart,  that  they  cannot  be  kept  by 
any  one,  thou  shalt  not  fulfil  them. 

16  But  now  I  say  unto  thee.  If  thou  shalt 
not  observe  these  commands,  but  shalt  neg- 
lect them,  thou  shalt  not  be  saved,  nor  thy 
children,  nor  thy  house ;  because  thou  hast 
judged  that  these  commands  cannot  be  kept 
by  man. 

17  IT  These  things  he  spake  very  angrily 
unto  me,  insomuch  that  he  greatly  affrighted 
me.  For  he  changed  his  countenance,  so 
that  a  man  could  not  bear  his  anger. 

18  And  when  he  saw  me  altogether  trou- 
bled and  confounded,  he  began  to  speak  more 
moderately  and  cheerfully,  saying,  O  foolish, 
and  without  understanding ! 

19  Unconstant,  not  knowing  the  majesty  of 
God,  how  great  and  wonderful  he  is  ;  who 
created  the  world  for  man,  and  hath  made 
every  creature  subject  unto  him ;  and  given 

him  all  power,  that  he  should  be  able  to  °  fulfil  autdomto^- 
all  these  commands.         '  **"• 

20  He  is  able,  said  he,  to  "  fulfil  all  these 
commands,  who  has  the  Lord  in  his  heart : 
but  they  who  have  the  Lord  only  in  their 
mouths,  and  their  heart  is  hardened,  and  they 
are  far  from  the  Lord  ;  to  such  persons  these 
commands  are  hard  and  difficult. 

21  Put  therefore,  ye  that  are  empty  and 
light  in  the  faith,  the  Lord  your  God  in  your 
hearts  ;  and  ye  shall  perceive  how  that  noth- 
ing is  more  easy  than  these  commands,  nor 
more  pleasant,  nor  more  gentle  and  holy. 
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32  And  turn  yoorsehres  to  the  Lord  your 
God,  and  forsake  the  devil  and  his  pleasnres, 
because  they  are  evil,  and  bitter,  and  impure. 
And  fear  not  the  devil,  beeaase  he  has  no 
power  over  you. 
k  Anfu.  23  For  I  am  with  you,  the  *  messenger  of 
repentance,  who  have  the  dominion  over  him. 
The  devil  doth  indeed  affright  men  ;  but  his 
terror  is  vain.  Wherefore  fear  him  not,  ami 
he  will  flee  from  you. 

24  1  And  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  hear  me 
speak  a  few  words  unto  you.  He  answered. 
Say  on.  A  man  indeed  desires  to  keep  the 
commandments  of  God  ;  and  there  is  no  one 
but  what  prays  unto  God,  that  he  may  be  able 
to  keep  his  commandments. 

25  But  the  devil  is  hard,  and  by  his  power 
•6r.  «x«».  rules  over  the  servants  of  God.  And  he  said, 
i^  *"   He  cannot  rule  over  the  servants  of  God, '  who 

trust  in  him  with  all  their  hearts. 

26  The  devil  may  strive,  but  he  cannot 
overcome  them. 

27  For  if  ye  resist  him,  he  will  flee  away 
with  confusion  from  you.  But  they  that  are 
not  full  in  the  faith,  fear  the  devil,  as  if  he  bad 
some  great  power.  For  the  devil  tries  the 
servants  of  God ;  and  if  he  finds  them  empty, 
he  destroys  them. 

28  For  as  a  man,  when  he  fills  up  vessels 
jorifwh,  io  with  good  wine,  **  and  among  them  puts  a  few 
<BL      ^'  vessels  half  full,  and  comes  to  try  and  taste  of 

the  vessels,  doth  not  try  those  that  are  full, 
because  he  knows  that  they  are  good ;  but 
tastes  those  that  are  half  full,  lest  they  should 
grow  sour,  (for  vessels  half  full  soon  grow 
sour,  and  lose  the  taste  of  wine  :)  so  the  devil 
comes  to  the  servants  of  (Jod  to  try  thfem. 

29  They  that  are  full  of  faith  resist  him 
stoutly,  and  he  departs  from  them,  because  he 
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finds  no  place  where  to  enter  into  them :  then 
he  goes  to  those  that  are  not  full  of  faith,  and 
because  he  has  place  of  entrance,  he  goes 
into  them,  and  does  what  he  will  with  them, 
and  they  become  his  servants. 

30  IF  ButI,  the 'messenger  of  repentance,*  Angel, 
say  unto  you.  Fear  not  the  devil.     For  I  am 
sent  unto  you,  that  I  may   be  with  you,  as 
many  as  shall  repent  with  your  whole  heart, 
and  that  I  may  confirm  you  in  the  faith. 

31  ^Believe,  therefore,  ye  who  by  reason / vid.  ahh 
of  your  transgressions  have  '  forgot  God,  and  ux^i"*""^ 
your  own  salvation  ;  and  *  adding  to  your  sins,  auuwSu?!* 
have  made  your  life  very  heavy ;  wiutelTw 

32  That  if  ye  shall  turn  to  the  Lord  withTwhatfoi- 
your  whole  hearts,  and  shall  serve  him  accord- !S^?r«15ld 
ing  to  his  will,  he  will  heal  you  of  your  former  Ldjkienl^"* 
sins,  and  ye  shall  have  dominion  over  all  the  tSr«ifJvSi 
works  of  the  devil.  ^''**" 

33  Be  not  then  afraid  in  the  least  of  his 
threatenings,  for  they  are  without  force,  as  the 
nerves  of  a  dead  man.  But  hearken  unto  me, 
and  fear  the  Lord  Almighty,  who  is  able  to 
save  and  to  destroy  you  ;  and  keep  his  com- 
mands, that  ye  may  live  unto  God. 

34  And  I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  I  am  now  con- 
firmed in  all  the  commands  of  the  Lord  whilst 
that  you  are  with  me  ;  and  I  know  that  you 
will  break  all  the  power  of  the  devil. 

35  And  we  also  shall  overcome  him,  if  we 
shall  be  able,  through  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to 
keep  these  commands  which  you  have  deliv- 
ered. 

36  Thou  shalt  keep  them,  said  he,  if  thou 
shalt  purify  thy  heart  towards  the  Lord.  And 
all  they  also  shall  keep  them  who  shall  cleanse 
their  hearts  from  the  vain  desires  of  the  pres- 
ent world,  and  shall  live  unto  God. 
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The  third  book  op  St.  HERMAS,  called  hi* 
SIMILITUDES. 


SIMILITUDE  I. 

That  seeing  we  have  no  abiding  city  in  this  world,  we  oogfat  to  look 
after  that  which  is-to  come. 

^Antioch.  AND  he  said  unto  me,  °  Ye  know  that  ye,, 
who  are  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  live  here  as 
in  a  pilgrimage  ;  for  your  city  is  far  oflf  from 
this  city. 

2  If,  therefore,  ye  know  your  city  in  which 
ye  are  to  dwell,  why  do  ye  here  buy  estates, 
and  provide  yourselves  with  delicacies,  and 
stately  buildings,  and  superfluous  houses  f 
For  he  that  provides  himself  these  things  ii^ 
this  city,  docs  not  think  of  returning  into  his 
own  city. 

3  O  foolish,  and  doubtful,  and  wretched 
man;  who  understandest  not  that  all  these 
things  belong  to  other  men,  and  are  under  the 
power  of  another.  For  the  Lord  of  this  city 
saith  unto  thee.  Either  obey  my  laws,  or  de- 
part out  of  my  city. 

4  What,  therefore,  shalt  thoa  do  who  art 
subject  to  a  law  in  thine  own  city  T    Canst 

j  thou  for  thy  estate,  or  for  any  of  those  things 
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which  thou  hast  provided,  deny  thy  law  ?  But 
if  thou  shalt  deny  it,  and  wilt  afterwartis  return 
into  thy  own  city,  thou  shalt  not  be  received, 
but  shalt  be  excluded  thence. 

5  See,  therefore,  that  like  a  man  in  another 
country,  thou  procure  no  more  to  thyself  than 
what  is  necessary,  and  sufficient  for  thee ;  and 
be  ready,  that  when  the  God  or  Lord  of  this 
city  shall  drive  thee  out  of  it,  thou  mayest  op- 
pose his  law^  and  ^o  into  thine  own  city ; 
where  thou  mayest  with  all  cheerfulness  live 
according  to  their  own  law  without  wrong. 

6  Take  heed  therefore,  ye  that  serve  God, 
and  have  him  in  your  hearts :  work  ye  the 
works  of  God,  being  mindful  both  of  his  com- 
mands, and  of  his  promises,  which  he  has  pro- 
mised ;  and  be  assured  that  he  will  make  them 
good  unto  you,  if  ye  shall  keep  his  command- 
ments. 

7  Instead  therefore  of  the  possessions  that 

ye  would  otherwise  purchase,  redeem  *  those  *  souif. 
that  are  in  want  from  their  necessities,  as 
every  one  is  able  ;  justify  the  widows  ;  judge 
the  cause  of  the  fatherless ;  and  spend  your 
riches  and  your  wealth  in  such  works  as 
these. 

8  For,  for  this  end  has  God  enriched  you, 
that  ye  might  fulfil  these  kind  of  services.  It 
is  much  better  to  do  this,  than  to  buy  lands  or 
houses ;  because  all  such  things  shall  perish 
with  this  present  time. 

9  But  what  ye  shall  do  for  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  ye  shall  find  in  your  city,  and  shall  have 
joy  without  sadness    or    fear.     Wherefore 
covet  not   the  riches    of  the    heathen ;  for  ^  ^^^  j^^ 
they  are  destructive  to  the  servants  of  God.    » •^j'^'^  ^  \'';; 

10  'But  trade  with  your  own  riches  which a^'^^ 
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you  possess,  by  which  ye  may  attain  unto 
everlastMig  joy. 

11  And  do  not  commit  adultery,  nor  touch  ' 
any  other  man's  wife,  nor  desire  her;  but 
covet  that  which  is  thy  own  business,  and  thou 
shalt  be  saved. 


SIMILITUDE  n. 

As  the  vioe  is  supported  by  the  elm,  so  is  the  rich  man  helped  by 
the  prayers  of  the  poor. 

AS  I  was  walking  into  the  field,  and  con- 
sidered the  elm  and  the  vine,  and  thought  with 
myself  of  their  fruits,  an  angel  appeared  un- 
to me,  and  said  unto  me.  What  is  it  that  thou 
thinkest  upon  thus  long  within  thyself? 

2  And  I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  I  think  of  this 
vine  and  this  elm,  because  their  fruits  are  fair. 

m^\^'i'o^  And  he  said  unto  me,  ^ These  two  trees  are 
"«° »      set  for  a  pattern  to  the  servants  of  God. 

3  And  I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  I  would  know 
in  what  ihe  pattern  of  these  trees  which  thou 
mentionest,  dost  consist.  Hearken,  saith  he ; 
Seest  thou  this  vine  and  this  elm  ?  Sir,  said 
I,  I  see  them. 

4  This  vine,  saith  he,  is  fruitful,  but  the 
elm  is  a  tree  without  fruit.  Nevertheless  this 
vine,  unless  it  were  set  by  this  elm  and  sup- 
ported by  it,  would  not  bear  much  fruit ;  but 
lying  along  upon  the  ground,  would  bear  but 
ill  fruit,  because  it  did  not  hang  upon  the  elm; 
whereas,  now  being  supported  upon  the  elm, 
it  bears  fruit  both  for  itself,  and  for  that. 

5  See,  therefore,  how  the  elm  gives  no  less, 
but  rather  more  fruit,  than  the  vine.  How, 
sir,  said  I,  does  it  bear  more  fruit  than  the 
vine  ?    Because,  said  he,  the  vine,  being  sup- 
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ported  upon  the  elm,  gives  both  much  and 
good  fruit :  whereas,  if  it  lay  along  upon  the 
ground,  it  would  bear  but  little,  and  that  very 
Ul  too. 

6  This  similitude,  therefore,  is  set  forth  to 
the  serv^ts  of  God;  and  it  represents  the 
rich  and  poor  man.  I  answered,  Sir,  make  this 
manifest  unto  me.  Hear,  said  he  ;  The  rich 
man  has  wealth ;  howbeit  towards  the  Lord 

he  is  poor ;  for  he  is  '  taken  up  about  his « Dbtrtctad. 
riches,  and  prays  but  little  to  the  Lord ;  and 
the  prayers  which  he  makes  are  lazy  and  < 

without  force. 

7  When,  therefore,  the  rich  man  reaches 
out  to  the  poor  those  things  which  he  wants, 
the  poor  man  prays  unto  the  Lord  for  the 
rich ;  and  God  grants  unto  the  rich  man  all 
good  things,  because  the  poor  man  is  rich  in 
prayer;  and  his  requests  have  great  power 
with  the  Lord. 

8  Then  the  rich  man  ministers  all  things  to 
the  poor,  because  he  perceives  that  he  is  heard 
by  the  Lord ;  and  he  the  more  wilHngly,  and 
without  doubting,  affords  him  what  he  wants, 
and  takes  care  that  nothing  be  lacking  to 
him. 

^  And  the  poor  man  gives  thanks  unto  the 
Lord  for  the  rich  ;  because  they  do  both  their 
work  from  the  Lord. 

10  With  men,  therefore,  the  elm  is  not 
thought  to  give  any  fruit ;  and  they  know  not, 
neither  understand  that  its  company  being  ad- 
ded to  the  vine,  the  vine  bears  a  double  in- 
crease, both  for  itself  and  for  the  elm. 

11  Even  so  the  poor,  praying  unto  the 
Lord  for  the  rich,  are  heard  by  him ;  and  their 
riches  are  increased,  because  they  minister  to 
the  poor  of  their  wealth.    They  are,  there- 
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fore,  both  made  partakers  of  each  other's 
good  works. 

12  Whosoever,  therefore,  shall  do  these 
things,  he  shall  not  be  forsaken  by  the  Lord, 
but  shall  be  written  in  the  book  of  life. 

13  Happy  are  they  who  are  rich,,  and  per- 
ceive themselves  to  be  increased :  for  he  that 
is  sensible  of  this,  will  be  able  to  minister 
somewhat  to  others. 


SIMILITUDE  III. 

As  the  green  trees  in  the  winter  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the 
dry  ;  so  neither  can  the  righteous  from  the  wicked  in  this  present 
world. 

AGAIN  he  showed  me  many  trees  whose 
leaves  were  shed,  and  which  seemed  to  me  to 
be  withered,  for  they  were  all  alike.  And  he 
said  unto  me,  Seest  thou  these  trees  ?  I  said, 
Sir,  I  see  that  they  look  like  dry  trees. 

2  He  answering,  said  unto  me.  These  trees 
are  like  unto  the  men  who  live  in  this  present 
world.  I  replied,  Sir,  why  are  they  like  unto 
dried  trees  ?  Because,  said  he,  neither  the 
righteous  nor  the  unrighteous  are  known  from 
one  another  ;  but  are  all  alike  in  this  present 
world. 

3  For  this  world  is  as  the  winter  to  the 
Who  are  rightcous  men,  ^  because  they  are  not  known, 

but  dwell  among  sinners. 

4  As  in  the  winter,  all  the  trees,  having  lost 
their  leaves,  are  like  dry  trees ;  nor  can  it  be 
discerned  which  are  dry,  and  which  are  green  : 
so  in  this  present  world  neither  the  righteous 
nor  wicked  are  discerned  from  each  other ;  but 
they  are  all  alike. 
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SIMILITUDE  IV. 


As  in  the  summer  the  living  trees  are  distinguished  from  the  dry  by 
their  fruit  and  green  leaves ;  so  in  the  world  to  come  the  righteous 
shall  be  distinguished  from  the  unrighteous  by  their  happiness. 


AGAIN  he  showed  me  many  other  trees,  of 
which  some  had  leaves,  and  others  appeared 
dry  and  withered.  And  he  said  unto  me, 
Seest  thou  these  trees  ?  I  answered.  Sir,  I 
see  them ;  and  some  are  dry,  and  others  full  of 
leaves. 

2  These  trees,  saith  he,  which  are  green, 
are  the  righteous,  which  shall  possess  the 
world  to  come.  For  the  world  to  come,  is 
the  summer  to  the  righteous ;  but  to  sinners 
it  is  the  winter. 

3  When,  therefore,  the  mercy  of  the  Lord 
shall  shine  forth,  then  they  who  serve  God  shall 
be  made  manifest,  and  plain  unto  all.  For  as 
in  the  summer  the  fruit  of  every  tree  is  shown 
and  made  manifest,  so  also  the  works  of  the 
righteous  shall  be  declared  and  made  manifest,  ' 
and  they  shall  all  be  restored  in  that  world 
merry  and  joyful. 

4  For  the  other  '  kind  of  men,  namely,  the '  Nations 
wicked,  like  the  trees  which  thou  sawest  dry, 
shall  as  such  be  found  dry  and  without  fruit  in 

that  other  world ;  and  like  dry  wood  shall 
be  burnt ;  and  it  shall  be  made  manifest  that 
they  have  done  evil  all  the  time  of  their  life  ; 

5  And  they  shall  be  burnt,  because  they 
have  sinned  and  have  not  repented  of  their 
sins.  And  also  all  the  other  nations  shall  be 
burnt,  because  they  have  not  acknowledged 
God  their  Creator. 

6  Do  thou;  therefore,  bring  forth  good  fruit, 
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that  in  the  summer  thy  fruit  may  be  known  ; 
and  keep  thyself  from  much  business,  and  thou 
shalt  not  offend.  For  they  who  are  involved 
in  much  business,  sin  much;  because  they 
are  taken  up  with  their  affairs,  and  serve  not 
God. 

7  And  how  can  a  man  that  does  not  serve 
God  ask  any  thing  of  God,  and  receive  it  ? 
But  they  who  serve  him  ask  and  receive  what 
they  desire. 

8  But,  if  a  man  has  only  one  thing  to  fol- 
low, he  may  serve  God,  because  his  mind  is 
not  taken  off  from  God,  but  he  serves  him 
with  a  pure  mind. 

9  If,  therefore,  thou  shalt  do  this,  thou 
mayest  have  fruit  in  the  world  to  come ;  and 
all,  as  many  as  shall  do  in  like  manner,  shall 
bring  forth  fruit. 


SIMILITUDE  V. 


Of  a  true  fast,  and  the  rewards  of  it ;  also  of  the  cleanliness  of  the 
body. 


AS  I  was  fasting,  and  sitting  down  m  a  cer- 
tain mountain,   and  giving  thanks  unto   God 

k  wiih  me.  for  all  the  things  that  he  had  done  *  unto  me, 
behold  I  saw  the  shepherd,  who  was  wont  to 
converse  Avith  me,  sitting  by  me,  and  saying 
unto  me.  What  has  brought  thee  hither  thus 
early  in  the  morning  ?    I  answered,  Sir,  to-day 

jjvid.Noi.   I  keep  a  '  station. 

iw.  pp.'  72^      2  lie  answered,  What  is  a  station  ?     I  re- 


73, 


plied,  it  is  a  fast.  He  said.  What  is  that  fast  ? 
I  answered,  I  fast  as  I  have  been  wont  to  do. 
Ye  know  not,  said  he,  what  it  is  to  fast  unto 
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God ;  nor  is  this  a  fast  which  ye  fast,  profit- 
ing nothing  with  God. 

3  Sir,  said  I,  what  makes  you  speak  thus  ? 
He  replied,  I  speak  it,  because  this  is  not  the 
true  fast  which  you  think  you  fast ;  but  I  will 
show  you  what  that  is  which  is  a  ^  complete^coitf«. 
fast,  and  acceptable  unto  God. 

4  Hearken,  said  he ;  The  Lord  does  not 
desire  such  a  needless  fast ;  for  by  fasting  in 
this  manner,  thou  advancest  nothing  in  righ- 
teousness. 

5  *But  the  true  fast  is  this :  Do  nothing  j^J^we«- 
wickedly  in  thy  life  but  serve  God  with  a  purew^J^ 
mind;    and   keep    his    commandments,  and 

walk  according  to  his  precepts,  nor  suflfer  any 
wicked  desire  to  enter  into  thy  mind. 

6  But  trust  in  the  Lord,  that  if  thou  dost 
these  things,  and  fearest  him,  and  abstainest 
from  every  evil  work,  thou  shalt  live  unto 
God. 

7  If  thou  shalt  do  this,  thou  shalt  perfect  a 
great  fast,  and  an  acceptable  one  unto  the 
Lord. 

8  IT  Hearken  uoto  the  simiUtude  which  I 
am  about  to  propose  unto  thee,  as  to  this 
matter. 

9  A  certain  man  having  a  farm,  and  many 
servants,  planted  a  vineyard  in  a  certain  part 
of  his  estate  for  his  posterity ; 

10  And  taking  a  journey  into  a  far  country, 
chose  one  of  his  servants  which  he  thought 
the  most  faithful  and  approved,  and  delivered 
the  vineyard  into  his  care,  commanding  him 
that  he  should  stake  up  his  vines.  Which  if 
he  did,  and  fulfilled  his  command,  he  promised 
to  give  him  his  liberty.  Nor  did  he  command 
him  to  do  any  thing  more ;  and  so  went  into  a 
far  country. 
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11  After  then  that  the  senrant  had  taken 
that  charge  upon  him,  he  did  whatsoever  his 
lord  commanded  him.  And  when  he  had  sta- 
ked the  vineyard,  and  found  it  to  be  full  of 
weeds,  he  began  to  think  with  himself,  say- 
ing, 

12  1  have  done  what  my  lord  commanded 
me  :  I  will  now  dig  this  vineyard,  and  when  it 
is  digged,  it  will  be  more  beautiful ;  and  the 
weeds  being  pulled  up,  it  will  bring  forth  more 
fruit,  and  not  be  choKed  by  the  weeds. 

13  So  setting  about  this  work,  he  digged 
it,  and  plucked  up  all  the  weeds  that  were  in 
it ;  and  so  the  vineyard  became  very  beauti- 
ful and  prosperous,  not  being  choked  with 
weeds. 

14  After  some  time  the  lord  of  the  vine- 
yard comes  and  goes  into  the  vineyard,  and 
when  he  saw  that  it  was  handsomely  stalled, 
and  digged,  and  the  weeds  plucked  up  that 
were  in  it,  and  the  vines  flourishing,  he  rejoic- 
ed greatly  at  the  care  of  his  servant. 

15  And  calling  his  son  whom  he  loved,  and 
who  was  to  be  his  heir,  and  his  friends  with 
whom  he  was  wont  to  consult,  he  tells  them 
what  he  had  commanded  his  servant  to  do,  and 
what  his  servant  had  done  more ;  and  they 
immediately  congratulated  that  servant,  that 
he  had  received  so  '  full  a  testimony  from  his 
lord. 

16  Then  he  said  unto  them,  I  indeed  prom- 
ised this  servant  his  liberty,  if  he  observed  the 
command  which  I  gave  him,  and  he  observed 
it,  and  besides  has  done  a  good  work  to  my 
vineyard,  which  has  exceedingly  pleased  me. 

17  Wherefore  for  this  work  which  he  hath 
done,  I  will  make  him  my  heir  together  with 
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with  the  Lord  than  thou  shouldest  otherwise 
have  been. 

26  If  therefore  thou  shalt  keep  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord,  and  shah  add  to  them 
these  stations,  thou  shak  rejoice ;  but  espe- 
cially if  thou  shalt  keep  them  according  to 
my  commands. 

27  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  whatsoever  thou 
shalt  command  me,  I  will  observe ;  for  I  know 
that  thou  wilt  be  with  me.  I  will,  said  he,  be 
with  thee,  who  hast  taken  up  such  a  resolu- 
tion ;  and  I  will  be  with  all  those  who  purpose 
in  like  manner. 

28  This  fast,  saith  he,  whilst  thou  dost  also 
observe  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  is 
exceeding  good.  Thus,  therefore,  shalt  thou 
keep  it. 

29  First  of  all,  take  heed  to  thyself,  and 
-  Shameful,  keep  thysclf  from  every  *  wicked  act,  and 
•Mipbraid   |.^^^  every  filthy  word,  and  from  every  hurtful 

desire  ;  and  purify  thy  mind  from  all  the  van- 
ity of  this  present  world.  If  thou  shalt  ob- 
serve these  things,  this  fast  shall  be  right. 

30  Thus  therefore  do :  Having  performed 
what  is  before  written,  that  day  on  which  thou 
fastest  thou   shalt  taste  nothing  at   all   but 

cJtl1iJ?uV "  bread  and  water ;  "  and  computing  the  quan- 

•  vid:  Anu^^^y  ^f  ^^^^  which  thou  art  wont  to  eat  upon 

oth.  Horn,  other  days,  thou  shalt  "  lay  aside  the  expense 

which  thou  shouldest  have  made  that  day,  and 

give  it  unto  the  widow,  the  fatherless,  and  the 

poor. 

31  "And  thus  thou  shalt  perfect  the  humilia- 
tion of  thy  soul;  that  he  who  receives  of  it  may 
satisfy  his  soul,  and  his  prayer  come  up  to  the 
Lord  God  for  thee. 

32  If  therefore  thou  shalt  thus  accomplish 
thy  fast,  as  I  command  thee,  thy  sacrifice  shall 
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he  acceptable  unto  the  Lord,  and  thy  fast  shall 
be  written  in  his  book. 

33  This  station,  thus  performed,  is  good, 
«.nd  pleasing,  and  acceptable  unto  the  Lord. 
These  things  if  ^thou  shalt  observe  with  thy 
children,  and  with  all  thy  house,  thou  shalt  be 
happy. 

34  And  whosoever,  when  they  hear  these 
things,  shall  do  them,  they  also  shall  be  happy ; 
and  whatsoever  they  shall  ask  of  the  Lord,  they 
shall  receive  it. 

35  And  I  prayed  him  that  he  would  expound 
unto  me  the  similitude  of  the  farm,  and  the 
lord,  and  of  the  vineyard,  and  of  the  servant 
that  had  staked  the  vineyard ;  and  of  the  weeds 
that  were  plucked  out  of  the  vineyard  ;  and  of 
his  son  and  his  friends  which  he  took  into 
counsel  with  him.  For  I  understood  that  that 
was  a  similitude. 

36  He  said  unto  me,  Thou  art  very  bold  in 
asking ;  for  thou  oughtcst  not  to  ask  any  thing ; 
because  if  it  be  fitting  to  show  it  unto  thee,  it 
shall  be  showed  unto  thee. 

37  I  answered  him.  Sir,  whatsoever  thou 
shalt  show  me,  without  explaining  it  unto  me, 
I  shall  in  vain  see  it,  if  I  do  not  understand 
what  it  is.  And  if  thou  shalt  propose  any 
similitudes,  and  not  expound  them,  I  shall  in 
vain  hear  them. 

38  He  answered  me  again,  saying,  Whoso- 
ever is  the  servant  of  God,  and  has  the  I  ord 
in  his  heart,  he  desires  understanding  of  him, 
and  receives  it ;  and  he  explains  every  simili- 
tude, and  understands  the  words  of  the  Lord 
which  need  an  inquiry. 

39  Bui  they  that  are  lazy,  and  slow  to  pray, 
doubt  to  seek  from  the  Lord ;  although  the 
Lord  be  of  such  an  extraordinary  goodness, 
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that  without  ceasing  he  giveth  all  things  to 
them  that  ask  of  him. 

40  Thou  therefore,  who  art  strengthened 
by  that  venerable  messenger,  and  hast  receiv- 
ed such  a  powerful  gift  of  prayer,  seeing  thou 
art  not  slothful,  why  dost  thou  not  now  ask 
understanding  of  the  Lord,  and  receive  it? 

411  said  unto  him,  Seeing  I  have  thee  pres-  * 
ent,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  seek  it  of 
thee,  and  ask  thee  ;  for  thou  showest  all  things 
unto  me,  and  speakest  to  me  wh^n  thou  art 
present.. 

42  But  if  I  should  see  or  hear  these  things 
when  thou  wert  not  present,  I  would  then  ask 
the  Lord  that  he  would  show  them  unto  me. 

43  IT  And  he  replied,  I  said  a  little  before 
that  thou  wert  subtle  and  bold,  in  that  thou 
askest  the  meaning  of  these  similitudes. 

44  But  because  thou  still  persistest,  I  will 
unfold  to  thee  this  parable  which  thou  desir- 
est,  that  thou  mayest  make  it  known  unto  all 
men. 

45  Hear,  therefore,  said  he,  and  understand. 
The  farm  before  mentioned  denotes  the  whole 
earth.  The  lord  of  the  farm  is  he  who  crea- 
ted and  finished  all  things,  and  gave  virtue  un- 
to them. 

46  His  son  is  the  Holy  Spirit;  the  servant 
is  the  son  of  God ;  the  vineyard  is  the  people 

'  Aageii.  ^hom  he  saves.  The  stakes  are  the  '  messen- 
gers which  are  set  over  them  by  the  Lord,  to 
support  his  people.  The  weeds  that  are 
plucked  up  out  of  the  vineyard,  are  the  sins 
which  the  servants  of  God  had  committed. 

47  The  food  which  he  sent  him  from  his 
supper  are  the  commands  which  he  gave  to 
his  people  by  his  Son.  The  friends  whom  he 
called  to  counsel  with  him  are  the  holy  angels 
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whom  he  first  created.  The  absence  of  the- 
master  of  the  household  is  the  time  that  re- 
mains unto  his  coming. 

48  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  all  these  things  are   * 
very  excellent,  and  wonderful,  and  good.    But, 
continued  I>  could  I,  or  any  other  man  be- 
sides, though  never  so  wise,  have  understood 
these  things  ? 

49  Wherefore,  now,  Sir,  tell  me  what  I  ask. 
He  replied.  Ask  me  what  thou  wilt  Why, 
said  I,  is  the  Son  of  God,  in  this  parable,  put 
in  the  place  of  a  servant  ? 

50  Hearken,  said  he ;  The  Son  of  God  is 
not  put  in  the  condition  of  a  servant,  but  in 
great  power  and  authority.  I  said  unto  him. 
How,  sir  ?  I  understand  it  not. 

51  Because,  said  he,  the  Son  set  his  '^^^s-'^JJ^^ 
sengers  over  those  whom  the  Father  delivered  wwch^  to  ad 
unto  him,  to  keep  every  one  of  them ;  but  he  ^^^^l^^^ 
himself  labored  very  much,  and  suffered  nauchj^jrupted^by 
that  he  might  blot  out  their  offences.  "  Jjf^^**"* 

52  For  no  vineyard  can  be  digged  without £uBconwt. 
much  labour  and  pains.     Wherefore,  having  orabe: 

11  1  1  '  n    1  '  111  1     Quare  an- 

blotted  out  the  sms  of  his  people,  he  showed  temDomtoi. 
to  them  the  paths  of  life,  giving  them  the  1^^  Jj^^^^ 
which  he  had  received  of  the  Father.  i»?Stote, 

53  You  see,  said  he,  that  he  is  the  Lord  of  nllnSJSJ^'M 
his  people,  having  received  all  power  from  his  sanctoml^S 
Father.  ''  But  why  the  Lord  did  take  his  Son^^ium  jJ? 
into  counsel  about  dividing  the 

and  the  good  angels,  hear  now. 

54  That  'Holy  Spirit,  which 
first  of  all,  he  placed  in  the  body  ii 
should  dwells  namely,  in  a  chos 

it  seemed  good  to  him.  This  body,  therefore,  roViJhSl; 
into  which  the  Holy  Spirit  was  brought,  serv-JJeXiy  "^ 
ed  that  Spirit,  walking  rightly  and  purely  in  ?5j5i»lJSo„ 
modesty ;  nor  ever  defiled  that  Spirit.  TrtoftT^ 
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55  Seeing  therefore  the  body  at  all  timev- 
obeyed  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  labored  rightly 
and  chastely  with  nim,  nor  faltered  at  any 
time  ;  that  body,  being  wearied^  conversed  in- 
deed servilely,  but  being  mightily  approved  ta 
God  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  was  accepted  by 
him. 

56  For  such  a  stout  course  pleased  God,, 
because  he  was  not  defiled  in  the  earth,  keep- 
ing the  Holy  Spirit.  He  called  therefore  ta 
counsel  his  Son,  and  the  good  angels,  that 
there  might  be  some  place  of  standing  given, 
to  this  body  which  had  served  the  Holy  Spir- 
it without  blame ;  lest  it  would  seem  to  have 
lost  the  reward  of  its  service. 

57  For  every  pure  body  shall  receive  its 
reward,  that  is  found  without  spot,  in  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  been  appointed  to  dwell. 
And  thus  you  have  now  the  exposition  of  this 
parable  also. 

58  Sir,  said  I,  I  now  understand  your  mean- 
ing, since  I  have  heard  this  exposition.  Heark- 
en further,  said  he  ;  Keep  this  thy  body  cleair 
and  pure,  that  the  Spirit  which  shall  dwell  ia 
it  may  bear  witness  unto  it,  and  be  judged  to 
have  been  with  thee. 

59  Also  take  heed  that  it  be  ot  instilled  in- 
to thy  mind  that  this  body  perishes,  and  thoa 
abuse  it  to  any  lust.  For  if  thou  shalt  defile 
thy  body,  thou  shalt  also  at  the  same  time  de- 
file the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  if  thou  shalt  defile 

^^'iifir'fo"  the  Holy  Spirit,  thou  shalt  not  live. 

.omecopies.      gQ  ^^^  J  g^' j^  ^y^^^  jj-  through  ignorance, 

this  should  have  been  already  committed  be- 
fore a  man  heard  these  words :  How  can- he 
attain  unto  salvation,  who  has  thus  defiled  his 
body? 

61  He  replied,  As  for  men's  former  ac- 
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tions,  which  through  ignorance  they  have 
committed,  God  only  can  afford  a  remedy 
unto  them,  for  all  power  belongeth  unto  him. 

62  But  now  guard  thyself;  and  seeing  God 
is  almighty  and  merciful,  he  will  grant  a  rem- 
edy to  what  thou  hast  formerly  done  amiss, 
if  for  the  time  to  come  thou  shalt  not  defile 
thy  body  and  spirit : 

63  For  they  are  companions  together,  and 
the  one  cannot  be  defiled  but  the  other  will 
be  80  too.  Keep,  therefore,  both  of  them 
pure,  and  thou  shalt  live  unto  God. 


SIMILITUDE  VI. 

Of  two  sorts  of  voluptuous  men,  and  of  their  death,  defection, 
and  of  the  continuance  of  their  pains. 

AS  I  was  sitting  at  home,  and  praising  God 
for  all  the  things  which  I  had  seen,  and  was 
thinking  concerning  the  commands,  that  they 
were  exceeding  good,  and  great,  and  honest, 
and  pleasant,  and  such  as  were  able  to  bring 
a  man  to  salvation,  I  said  thus  within  myself: 
I  shall  be  happy  if  I  shall  walk  according  to 
these  commands,  and  whosoever  shall  walk  in 
them  shall  live  unto  God. 

2  Whilst  I  was  speaking  on  this  wise  with- 
in myself,  I  saw  him  whom  I  had  before  been 
wont  to  see,  sitting  by  me ;  and  he  spake  thus 
unto  me : 

3  What  doubtest  thou  concerning  my  com- 
mands which  I  have  delivered  unto  thee? 
They  are  good,  doubt  not,  but  trust  in  the 
Lord,  and  thou  shalt  walk  in  them.  For  I  will 

give  thee  strength  "  to  fulfil  them.  -m  them. 

4  These  commands  are  profitable  to  those 
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who  shall  ref>ent  of  those  sins  which  they  have 
formerly  committed ;  if  for  the  time  to  come 
they  shall  not  continue  in  them. 

5  Whosoever  therefore  ye  be  that  repent, 
cast  away  from  you  the  naughtiness  of  the 
present  world;  and  put  on  all  virtue,  and 
righteousness,  and  so  shall  ye  be  able  to  keep 
these  commands ;  and  not  sin  from  henceforth 
any  more. 

6  For  if  ye  shall  keep  yourselves  from  sin 
for  the  time  to  come,  ye  shall  cut  off  a  great 
deal  of  your  former  sins.  Walk  in  my  com- 
mands, and  ye  shall  live  unto  God :  These 
things  have  1  spoken  unto  you. 

7  And  when  he  had  said  this,  he  added; 
Let  us  go  into  the  field,  and  I  will  show  thee 
shepherds  of  sheep.  I  replied.  Sir,  let  u& 
go. 

8  And  we  came  into  a  certain  field,  and 
•VKi^nn^  there  he  showed  me  a  young  shepherd,  'finely 

arrayed,  with  his  garments  of  a  purple  colour^ 
And  he  fed  large  flocks ;  and  his  sheep  were 
full  of  pleasure,  and  in  much  delight  and 
cheerfulness;  and  they  skipping,  ran  here 
and  there. 

9  And  the  shepherd  took  very  great  satis- 
faction in  his  flock ;  and  the  countenance  of 
that  shepherd  was  cheerful,  running  up  and 
down  among  his  flock. 

10  H  Then  the  angel  said  unto  me,  Seest 
thou  this  shepherd  ?    I  answered.  Sir,  I  see 

Td.  him.  He  said  unto  me.  This  is  the  "  messen- 
ger of  delight  and  pleasure.  He  therefore 
corrupts  the  minds  of  the  servants  of  God,  and 
turns  them  from  the  truth,  delighting  them  with 
many  pleasures,  and  they  perish. 

11  For  they  forget  the  commands  of  the  liv- 
ing God,  and  live  m  luxury  and  in  vain  pleas- 
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ures;  and  are  corrupted  by  this  evil  angel, 
some  of  them  even  unto  death ;  and  others  to 
'a falling  away.  S^*lS 

12  I  replied,  I  understand  not  what  you 
mean,  by  saying  unto  death,  and  to  a  falling 
away.  Hear,  says  he ;  All  those  sheep  whicn 
thou  sawest  exceeding  ''joyful,  are  such  asj.^!"*^*^ 
have  forever  departed  from  God,  and  given 
themselves  up  to  the  'lusts  of  this  present ^S^ 


time.  r^^^imU 

13  To  these  therefol-e  there  is  no  return,  by 'o^w. 
repentance,  unto  hfe ;  because  that  to  their 
other  sins  they  have  added  this,  that  they  have 
blasphemed  the  name  of  the  Lord.  These  kind 

of  men  are  ordained  unto  death. 

14  But  those  sheep  which  thou  sawest  not 
leaping,  but  feeding  in  one  place,  are  such  as 
have,  indeed,  given  themselves  up  to  pleasures 
and  delights,  but  have  not  spoken  any  thing 
wickedly  against  the  Lord. 

15  These  therefore  are  only  fallen  off  from 
the  truth,  and  so  have  yet  hope  laid  up  for  them 
in  repentance.  For  such  a  falling  off  hath 
some  hope  still  left  of  a  renewal ;  but  they 
that  are  dead,  are  utterly  gone  for  ever. 

16  Again  we  went  a  little  farther  forward ; 

and  he  showed  me  a  great "  shepherd,  who  had  LitT***^ 
as  it  were  a  rustic  figure  ;  clad  with  a  white 
goat's  skin,  having  his  bag  upon  his  shoulder, 
and  in  his  hand  a  stick  full  of  knots,  and  very 
hard,  and  a  whip  in  his  other  hand ;  and  his 
countenance  was  stern  and  sour ;  enough  to 
affright  a  man ;  such  was  his  look. 

17  He  took  from  that  young  shepherd  such 
sheep  as  lived  in  pleasures,  but  did  not  skip  up 
and  down;  and  drove  them  into  a  certain  steep 
craggy  place,  full  of  thorns  and  briars,  inso- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


368  IIL  HERMAS. 

much  that  they  could  not  get  themgclves  free 
from  them ; 

18  But  being  entangled  in  them,  fed  upon 
thorns  and  briars,  and  were  grievously  tor- 
mented with  his  whipping.  For  he  still  drove 
them  on,  and  afforded  them  not  any  place,  or 
time,  to  stand  still. 

1 9  H  When  therefore  I  saw  them  so  cruelly 
whipped  and  afflicted,  1  was  grieved  for  them ; 
because  they  were  greatly  tormented,  nor  had 
they  any  rest  afforded  them. 

20  And  1  said  unto  the  shepherd  that  was 
with  me,  Sir,  who  is  this  cruel  and  implacable 
shepherd,  who  is  moved  with  no  compassion 

ie^"*i?'*ps. towards  these  sheep?  He  answered,  ^This 
J"^-^**"- shepherd  is  indeed  one  of  the  *holy  angels, 
^lUjshteouB.  but  is  appointed  for  the  punishment  of  sin- 
Athftoas.    ners. 

AmLr        21  To  him  therefore  are  delivered  those 

IiJI^,&^'!*"^who  have  erred  from  God,  and  served  the 

i^^^'    lusts  and  pleasures  of  this  world.     For  this 

cause  he  punishes  them  every  one  according 

to  their  deserts,  with  cruel  and  various  kind 

of  pains. 

22  Sir,  said  I,  I  would  know  what  kind  of 

Eains  they  are  which  every  one  undergoes  ? 
learken,  said  he  ;  The  several  pains  and  tor- 
ments are  those  which  men  every  day  under- 
go in  their  present  lives.  For  some  suffer 
losses ;  others  property  ;  others  divers  sick- 
nesses. Some  are  unsettled ;  others  suffer 
injuries  from  those  that  are  unworthy ;  others 
fall  into  many  other  trials  and  inconveniences. 

23  For  many  with  an  unsettled  design  aim 
at  many  things,  and  it  profiteth  them  not ;  and 
they  say  that  they  have  not  success  in  their 
undertakings. 
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24  ''They  do  not  call  to  their  mind  whatSJSirnt 
they  have  done  amiss,  and  they  complain  of  U'liJ^J?^ 
the  Lord,  When  therefore  they  shall  h^Lve^y*****^' 
undergone  all  kind  of  vexation  and  inconve- 
nience ;  then  they  are  delivered  over  to  me 
for  good  instruction,  and  are  confirmed  in  the 
faith  of  the  Lord,  and  serve  the  Lord  all  the 
rest  of  their  days  with  a  pure  mind* 

35  And  when  they  begin  to  repent  of 
their  sins,  then  they  call  to  mind  their 
works  which  they  have  done  amiss,  and  give 
honour  to  God,  saying.  That  he  is  a  just 
Judge,  and  they  have  deservedly  suffered  all 
things  according  to  their  deeds. 

26  Then  for  what  remains  of  their  lives^ 
they  serve  God  with  a  pure  mind  ;  and  have 
success  in  all  their  undertakings,  apd  receive 
from  the  Lord  whatever  they  desire. 

27  And  then  they  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord 
that  they  were  delivered  unto  me  j  nor  do  they 
suffer  any  more  cruelty. 

28  H  1  said  unto  him,  Sir,  I  entreat  you 
still  to  show  me  now  one  thing.    What,  sai4 

he,  dost  thou  'ask?  I  said  ui>to  him»  Are j^ J^J|«n»^ 
they  who  depart  from  the  fear  of  God,  tor- 
mented for  the  same  time  that  they  enjoyed 
their  false  delights  and  pleasures?  He  an- 
swered me,  1  hey  are  tormented  for  the  san»e 
time. 

29  And  I  said  unto  him,  They  are  then  tor- 
mented but  little;  whereas  they  who  enjoy 
their  pleasures  so  as  to  forget  God,  ought  to 
endure  seven  times  as  much  punishment. 

30  He  answered  me.  Thou  art  foolish,  nei- 
ther  understandest  thou  the  efficacy  of  this 
punishment.  I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  if  I  under- 
stood it  1  would  not  desire  you  to  tell  me. 

31  Hearken,  said  he,  and  learn  what  the 
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force  of  both  is,  both  of  the  pleasure  and  of 
the  punishment.  An  hour  of  pleasure  is  ter- 
minated within  its  own  space  :  but  one  hour 
of  punishment  has  the  efficacy  of  thirty  days. 
/orif«i.  in  ^Whosoever  therefore  enjoys  his  false  plea- 
JSr*  ""***  sure  for  one  day,  and  is  one  day  tormented, 
that  one  day  of  punishment  is  equivalent  to  a 
whole  year's  space. 

32  Thus  look  how  many  days  any  one  pur- 
sues his  pleasures,  so  many  years  is  he  punished 
for  it  You  see,  therefore,  how  that  the  time 
of  worldly  enjoyments  is  but  short,  but  that  of 
pain  and  tormpnts  a  great  deal  more. 

33  I  replied.  Sir,  forasmuch  as  I  do  not  un- 
ficfl.Lunb.derstand  'at  all  these  times  of  pleasure  and 

"*"'  pain,  I  entreat  you  that  you  would  explain 
yourself  more  clearly  concerning  them.  He 
answered  me,  saying,  Thy  foolishness  still 
sticks  unto  thee. 

34  Shouldest  thou  not  rather  purify  thy 
mind,  and  serve  God  ?  Take  heed,  lest,  when 
thy  time  is  fulfilled,  thou  be  found  still  unwise. 
Hear  then,  as  thou  desirest,  that  thou  mayest 
the  more  easily  understand. 

35  He  that  gives  himself  up  one  day  to  his 
pleasures  and  delights,  and  does  whatsoever 
nis  soul  desires,  is  full  of  great  folly,  nor  un- 
derstands what  he  does,  but  the  day  following 
forgets  what  he  did  the  day  before. 

36  For  delight  and  worldly  pleasure  are  not 
kept  in  memory,  by  reason  of  the  folly  that  is 
rooted  in  them.  But  when  pain  and  torment 
befall  a  man  a  day,  he  is  in  effect  troubled  the 
whole  year  after;  because  his  punishment 
continues  firm  in  his  memory. 

37  Wherefore  he  remembers  it  with  sorrow 
the  whole  year ;  and  then  calls  to  mind  his 
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vain  pleasure  and  delight,  and  perceives  that 
for  the  sake  of  that  he  was  punished. 

38  Whosoever  therefore  have  delivered 
themselves  over  to  such  pleasures,  are  thus 
punished ;  because  that  when  they  had  life, 
they  rendered  themselves  liable  to  deatli. 

39  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  what  pleasures  are 
hurtful  ?  He  answered,  That  is  pleasure  to 
every  man  which  he  doth  willingly. 

40  For  the  angry  man,  gratifying  his  pas- 
sion, perceives  pleasure  in  it;  and  so  the 
adulterer,  and  drunkard;  the  slanderer,  and 
liar ;  the  covetous  man,  and  the  defrauder ; 
and  whosoever  commits  any  thing  like  unto 
these,  because  he  *  folio weth  his  evil  dispo-j.ob?y«tii 
sition,  he  receives  a  satisfaction  in  the  doing 
of  it. 

41  All  these  pleasures  and  delights  are  hurt- 
ful to  the  servants  of  God.  For  these  there- 
fore they  are  tormented  and  suffer  punish- 
ment. 

42  There  are  also  pleasures  that  bring  sal- 
vation unto  men.  For  many,  when  they  do 
what  is  good,  find  pleasure  in  it,  and  are  at- 
tracted by  the  delights  of  it. 

43  Now  this  pleasure  is  profitable  to  the 
servants  of  God,  and  brings  life  to  such  men : 
but  those  hurtful  pleasures,  which  were  be- 
fore mentioned,  bring  torments  and  punishr 
ment 

44  And  whosoever  shall  continue  in  them, 
and  shall  not  repent  of  what  they  have  done, 
shall  bring  death  upon  themselves. 
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That  they  who  repent,  mutt  bring  forth  fruits  worthy  of  repeat* 
ance. 

AFTER  a  few  days  I  saw  the  same  persoti 
that  before  talked  with  me,  in  the  same  field, 
in  which  I  had  seen  those  shepherds.  And  he 
said  unto  me,  What  seekest  thou  ? 

2  Sir,  said  I,  I  came  to  entreat  you  that  you 
would  command  the  shepherd,  who  is  the  min- 
ister of  punishment,  to  depart  out  of  my  house, 
because  he  greatly  afflicts  me. 

3  And  he  answered.  It  is  necessary  for  thee 
to  endure  inconveniences  and  vexations ;  for 
so  that  good  angel  hath  commanded  concern- 
ing thee,  because  he  would  try  thee. 

4  Sir,  said  I,  What  so  great  offence  have  I 
committed,  that  I  should  be  delivered  to  this 
*  messenger  ?  Hearken,  said  he ;  Thou  art  in- 
deed guilty  of  many  sins,  yet  not  so  many  that 
thou  shouldest  be  delivered  to  this  '  messen- 
ger. 

5  But  thy  house  hath  committed  many  sins 
and  offences,  and  therefore  that  good  messen- 
ger, being  grieved  at  their  doings,  commanded 
that  for  some  time  thou  shouldest  suffer  afflic- 
tion ;  that  they  may  both  repent  of  what  they 
have  done,  and  may  wash  themselves  from  all 
the  lusts  of  this  present  world. 

6  When  therefore  they  shall  have  repent^, 
and  be  purified,  then  that  messenger  which  is 
appointed  over  thy  punishments  sh&H  depart 
from  thee. 

7  I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  if  they  have  behaved 
themselves  so  as  to  anger  that  good  angel,  yet 
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what  have  I  done  ?  He  answered,  They  can- 
not otherwise  be  afflicted,  unless  thou,  who  art 
the  head  of  the  family,  suffer. 

8  For  whatsoever  thou  shalt  suffer,  they 
must  needs  feel  it :  but  as  long  as  thou  shalt 
stand  well  established,  they  cannot  experience 
any  vexation. 

9  I  replied.  But,  sir,  behold  they  also  now 
repent  with  all  their  hearts.  I  know,  says  he, 
that  they  repent  with  all  their  hearts ;  but  dost 
thou  therefore  think  that  their  offences  who 
repent,  are  immediately  blotted  out  ? 

10  No,  they  are  not  presently ;  but  he  that 
repents  must  afflict  his  soul,  and  show  himself 
humble  in  all  his  affairs,  and  undergo  many 
and  divers  vexations. 

11  And  when  he  shall  have  suffered  all 
things  that  were  appointed  for  him,  then  per- 
haps he  that  made  him,  and  formed  all  things 
besides,  will  be  moved  with  compassion  to- 
wards him,  and  afford  him  some  remedy ;  and 
especially  if  he  shall  perceive  his  heart,  who 
repents,  to  be  pure  from  every  evil  word. 

12  But  at  present  it  is  expfedient  for  thee, 
and  for  thy  house,  to  be  grieved ;  and  it  is 
needful  that  thou  shouldest  endure  much  vexa- 
tion, as  the  angel  of  the  Lord  who  committed 
thee  unto  me,  has  commanded. 

13  Rather  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  that 
knowing  what  was  to  come,  he  thought  thee 
worthy  to  whom  he  should  foretel  that  trouble 
was  coming  upon  thee,  who  art  able  to  bear 
it. 

14  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  be  but  thou  also 
with  me,  and  I  shall  easily  undergo  any  trou- 
ble. 1  will,  said  he,  be  with  thee ;  and  I  will 
entreat  the  messenger  who  is  set  over  thy  pun- 
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ishment,  that  he  would  moderate  his  afflictions^ 
towards  ihce. 

15  And  moreover  thou  shalt  suffer  adversity 
but  for  a  little  time ;  and  then  thou  shalt  again 
be  restored  to  thy  former  state ;  only  continue 
on  in  the  humility  of  thy  mind. 

16  Obey  the  Lord  with  a  pure  heart,  thou, 
and  thy  house,  and  thy  children  ;  and  walk  in 
the  commands  which  1  have  delivered  unta 
thee ;  and  then  tliy  repentance  may  be  firm 
and  pure. 

17  And  if  thou  shalt  keep  these  things  with 
thy  house,  thy  inconveniences  shall  depart 
from  thee. 

18  And  all  vexation  shall  in  like  manner 
depart  from  all  those,  whosoever  shall  walk 
according  to  these  commands. 


SIMILITUDE  VIIL 

Tliat  there  are  many  kinds  of  elect,  and  of  repentingr-  sinner*  v  antf 
how  all  of  them  shall  receive  a  reward  proportionable  to  the  mea-- 
sure  of  their  repentance  and  good  works. 

AGAIN  he  showed  me  a  willow  which  cov- 
ered the  fields  and  the  mountains,  under  whose 
shadow  came  all  such  as  were  called  by  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

2  And  by  that  willow  stood  an  angel  of  the 
Lord  very  excellent  and  lofty ;  and  did  cut 
down  boughs  from  that  willow  with  a  great 
hook;  and  reached  out  to  the  people  that 
were  under  the  shadow  of  that  willow  little 
rods,  as  it  were  about  a  foot  long.  ■ 

3  And  when  all  of  them  had  taken  them,  be 
laid  aside  his  hook,  and  the  tree  continued  en^ 
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tire,  as  I  had  before  seen  it.    At  which  I  won- 
•dered,  and  mused  within  myself. 

4  Then  that  shepherd  said  unto  me,  Forbear 
to  wonder  that  that  tree  continues  whole,  not- 
withstanding so  many  boughs  have  been  cut 
off  from  it ;  but  stay  a  little,  for  now  it  shall 
be  shown  thee,  what  that  angel  means,  who 
gave  those  rods  to  the  people. 

5  So  he  again  demanded  the  rods  of  them  ; 
and  in  the  same  order  that  every  one  had  re- 
ceived them,  was  he  called  to  him,  and  resto- 
red his  rod ;  which  when  he  had  received,  he 
examined  them. 

6  From  some  he  received  them  dry  and 
rotten,  and  as  it  were  touched  with  the  moth  ; 
those  be  commanded  to  be  separated  from  the 
rest,  and  placed  by  themselves.  Others  gave 
him  their  rods  dry  indeed,  but  not  touched  with 
the  moth ;  these  also  he  ordered  to  be  set  by 
themselves. 

7  Others  gave  in  their  rods  half  dry  ;  these 
also  were  set  apart.  Others  gave  in  their 
rods  half  dry,  and  cleft ;  these  too  were  set  by 
themselves.  Others  brought  in  their  rods 
half  dry  and  half  green,  and  these  were  in 
like  manner  placed  by  themselves. 

8  Others  delivered  up  their  rods  two  parts 
green,  and  the  third  dry  ;  and  they  too  were 
aet  apart.  Others  brought  their  rods  two 
parts  dry,  and  the  third  green  ;  and  were  also 
placed  by  themselves. 

9  Others  dehvered  up  their  rods  less  dry 
(for  there  was  but  a  very  little,  to  wit,  their 
tops  dry),  but  they  had  clefts,  and  these  were 
set  in  like  manner  by  themselves.  In  the 
rods  of  others  there  was  but  a  little  green, 
and  the  rest  dry  ;  and  these  were  set  aside  by 
themselves. 
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10  Others  came,  and  brought  their  rods 
green  as  they  had  received  them,  and  the 
greatest  part  of  the  people  brought  their  rods 
thus ;  and  the  messenger  greatly  rejoiced  at 
these,  and  they  also  were  put  apart  by  them- 
selves. 

11  Others  brought  their  rods  not  only 
green  but  full  of  branches ;  and  these  were 
set  aside:  being  also  received  by  the  angels 
with  great  joy.  Others  brought  their  rods 
green  with  branches,  and  those  also  some 
fruit  upon  them. 

12  They  who  had  such  rods,  were  very 
cheerful;  and  the  angel  himself  took  great 
joy  at  them ;  nor  was  the  shepherd  that  stood 
with  me,  less  pleased  with  them. 

13  IT  Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord  com- 
manded crowns  to  be  brought ;  and  the  crowns 
were  brought  made  of  palms  ;  and  the  angel 
crowned  those  men  in  whose  rods  he  found 
the  young  branches  with  fruit ;  and  command- 
ed them  to  go  into  the  tower. 

14  He  also  sent  those  into  the  tower,  in 
whose  rods  he  found  branches  without  fruit, 
giving  a  seal  unto  them.  For  they  had  the 
same  garment,  that  is,  one  white  as  snow ;  with 
which  he  bade  them  go  into  the  tower.  And  so 
he  did  to  those  who  returned  their  rods  green 
as  they  received  them ;  giving  them  a  white 
garment,  and  so  sent  them  away  to  go  into  the 
tower. 

15  Having  done  this,  he  said  to  the  shep- 
herd that  was  with  me,  I  go  my  way  ;  but  do 
thou  send  these  within  the  walls,  every  one 
into  the  place  in  which  he  has  deserved  to 
dwell ;  examining  first  their  rods,  but  exam- 
ine them  diligently,  that  no  one  deceive  thee. 
But  and  if  any  one  shall  escape  thee,  I  will  try 
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them  upon  the  sdtar.  Having  said  this  to  the 
shepherd,  he  departed. 

16  After  he  was  gone  the  shepherd  said  un- 
to me,  Let  us  take  the  rods  from  them  all,  and 
plant  them ;  if  perchance  they  may  grow  green 
again.  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  how  can  those 
dry  rods  ever  grow  green  again  ? 

17  He  answered  me,  That  tree  is  a  willow, 
and  always  loves  to  live.  If  therefore  these 
rods  shall  be  planted,  and  receive  a  little  mois- 
ture, many  of  them  will  recover  themselves. 

18  Wherefore  I  will  try,  and  pour  water 
upon  them,  and  if  any  of  them  can  live,  I  will 
rejoice  with  him;  but  if  not,  at  least  by  this 
means  I  shall  be  found  not  to  have  neglected 
my  part. 

19  Then  he  commanded  me  to  call  them; 
and  they  all  came  unto  him,  every  one  in  the 
rank  in  which  he  stood,  and  gave  him  their 
rods ;  which  having  received,  he  planted  every 
one  of  them  in  their  several  orders. 

20  And  after  he  had  planted  them  all,  he 
poured  much  water  upon  them,  insomuch  that 
they  were  covered  with  water,  and  did  not  ap- 
pear above  it.  Then  when  he  had  watered 
them,  he  said  unto  me.  Let  us  depart,  and  af- 
ter a  little  time  we  will  return  and  visit  them. 

21  For  he  who  created  this  tree,  would 
have  all  those  live  that  received  rods  from  it 
And  I  hope,  now  that  these  rods  are  thus 
watered,  many  of  them,  receiving  in  the  mois- 
ture, will  recover. 

22  H I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  tell  me  what  this 
tree  denotes  ?     For  I  am  greatly  ^  astonished,^  "^^^^ 
that  after  so  many  branches  have  been  cut  off, 

it  seems  still  to  be  whole  ;  nor  does  there  any 
thing  the  less  appear  to  remain,  which  greatly 
.amazes  me. 
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23  He  answered,  Hearken.      This  great 
tree  which  covers  the  plains  and  the  moun- 
tains, and  all  the  earth,  is  the  law  of  God,  pub- 
lished throughout  the  whole  world. 
ikMs-i^amb.     24  Now  ^  this  law  is  the  Son  of  God,  who 
5r  Piiu^is  preached  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.     The 
dittm^'ju' people  that  stand  under  its  shadow,    are  those 
which  have  heard  his  preaching,  and  believed. 

25  The  great  and  venerable  angel  which 
you  saw,  was  Michael,  who  has  the  power 
over  this  people,  and  governs  them.  For  he 
has  planted  the  law  in  the  hearts  of  those  who 
have  believed ;  and  therefore  he  visits  them  to 
whom  he  has  given  the  law,  to  see  if  they 
have  kept  it. 

26  And  he  examines  every  one's  rod  ;  and 
of  those,  many  that  are  weakened  ;  for  those 
rods  are  the  law  of  the  Lord.  Then  he  dis- 
cerns all  those  who  have  not  kept  the  law, 
knowing  the  place  of  every  one  of  them. 

27  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  why  did  he  send 
away  some  to  the  tower,  and  left  others  here 
to  you  ?  He  replied,  Those  who  have  trans- 
gressed the  law  which  they  received  from  him, 

iSatteiM.  are  left  in  my  power,  that  they  may  repent  of 
their  sins :  but  they  who  '  fulfilled  the  law  and 
kept  it,  are  under  his  power. 

28  But  who  then,  said  I,  are  those  who 
went  into  the  tower  crowned  ?  He  replied. 
All  such  as  have  striven  with  the  devil,  have 
overcome  him,  are  crowned :  and  they  are 
those  who  have  suffered  hard  things,  that  they 
might  keep  the  law. 

29  But  they  who  gave  up  their  rods  green, 
and  with  young  branches,  but  without  fruit, 
have  indeed  endured  trouble  for  the  same  law, 
but  have  not  suffered  death ;  neither  have  they 
denied  their  holy  law. 
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30  They  who  delivered  up  their  rods  green 
as  they  received  them,  are  those  who  were 
modest  and  just,  and  have  hved  with  a  very 
pure  mind,  and  kept  the  commandments  of 
God. 

31  The  rest  thou  shalt  know,  when  I  shall 
have  considered  those  rods  which  I  have  plant- 
ed and  watered. 

32  IT  After  a  few  days  we  returned,  and  in 

the  same  place  stood  that  glorious  angel,  and        * 
I  stood  by  him.     Then  he  said  unto  me,  Gird 
thyself  with  a  "  towel,  and  serve  me. 

33  And  I  girded  myself  with  a  clean  towel,  J^^/^** 
which  was  made  of  coarse  cloth.     And  when 

he  saw  me  girded,  and  ready  to  minister  unto 
him,  he  said,  Call  those  men  whose  rods  have 
been  planted,  every  one  in  his  order  as  they 
gave  them. 

34  And  he  brought  me  into  the  field,  and  I 
called  them  all,  and  they  all  stood  ready  in 
their  several  ranks.  Then  he  said  unto  them. 
Let  every  one  pluck  up  his  rod,  and  bring  it 
unto  me.  And  first  they  delivered  theirs, 
whose  rods  had  been  dry  and  rotten. 

35  And  those  whose  rods  still  continued  so, 
he  commanded  to  stand  apart  Then  they 
came  whose  rods  had  been  dry,  but  not  rotten. 
Some  of  these  delivered  in  their  rods  green ; 
others  dry  and  rotten,  as  if  they  had  been 
touched  by  the  moth. 

36  Those  who  gave  them  up  green,  he  com- 
manded to  stand  apart ;  but  those  whose  rods 
were  dry  and  rotten,  he  caused  to  stand  with 
the  first  sort.  Then  came  they  whose  rods 
had  been  half  dry,  and  cleft :  many  of  these 
gave  up  their  rods  green,  and  uncleft. 

37  Others  delivered  them  up  green  with 
branches,  and  fruit  upon  the  branches,  like 


Digitized  by 


Google 


380  III.  HERMAS. 

unto  theirs  who  went  crowned  into  the  tower. 
Others  delivered  them  up  dry,  but  not  rotten  : 
and  some  gave  them  as  they  were  before,  half 
dry,  and  cleft. 

38  Every  one  of  these  he  ordered  to  stand 
apart;  some  by  themselves,  others  in  their 
respective  ranks. 

39  Then  came  they  whose  rods  had  been 
green,  but  cleft.  These  delivered  their  rods 
altogether  green,  and  stood  in  their  own  order. 
And  the  shepherd  rejoiced  at  these,  because 
they  were  all  changed,  and  free  from  their 
clefts. 

40  Then  they  gave  in  their  rods,  who  had 
them  half  green  and  half  dry.  ^  f  these 
some  were  found  wholly  green,  others  half 
dry  ;  others  green  with  young  shoots.  And 
all  these  were  sent  away,  every  one  to  his 
proper  rank. 

41  Then  they  gave  up  their  rods,  who  had 
them  before  two  parts  green,  and  the  third 
dry.  Many  of  these  gave  in  their  rods  green ; 
many  half  dry  ;  the  rest  dry,  but  not  rotten. 

"  So  these  were  sent  away,  each  to  his  proper 
place. 

42  Then  came  they  who  had  before  their 
rods  two  parts  dry  and  the  third  green ;  many 
of  these  delivered  up  their  rods  half  dry ; 
others  dry  and  rotten ;  others  half  dry  and 
cleft ;  but  few  green.  And  all  these  were  set 
every  one  in  his  own  rank. 

^Ms.L«mb.  43  Then  they  reached  in  their  rods,  ''in 
tai!ta^t  which  there  was  before  but  a  little  green,  and 
^''*****       the  rest  dry.    Their  rods  were  for  the  most 

f^art  found  green,  having  little  boughs,  with 
ruit  upon  them  ;  and  the  rest  altogether  green. 
44  And  the  shepherd  upon  sight  of  these 
rejoiced  exceedingly,  because  he  had  found' 
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them  thus  :  and  they  also  went  to  their  proper 
orders. 

45  IF  Now  after  he  had  examined  all  their 
rods,  he  said  unto  me,  I  told  thee  that  this  tree 
loved  life :  thou  seest  how  many  have  repent- 
ed, and  attained  unto  salvation.  Sir,  said  I, 
I  see  it. 

46  That  thou  mightest  know,  saith  he,  that 
the  goodness  and  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  great, 
and  to  be  had  in  honour ;  who  gave  his  spirit 
to  them  that  were  found  worthy  of  repentance. 

47  I  answered.  Sir,  why  then  did  not  all  of 
them  repent?  He  replied.  Those  whose 
minds  the  Lord  foresaw  would  be  pure,  and 
that  they  would  serve  him  with  all  their  hearts, 
to  them  he  gave  repentance. 

48  But  for  those  whose  deceit  and  wicked- 
ness he  beheld,  and  perceived  that  they  would 
not  truly  return  unto  him,  to  them  he  denied 
any  return  unto  repentance,  lest  they  should 
again  blaspheme  his  law  with  wicked  words. 

49  I  said  unto  him.  Now,  sir,  make  known 
unto  me,  what  is  the  place  of  every  one  of 
those  who  have  given  up  their  rods,  and  what 
their  "portion  ;  that  when  they  who  have  not « seat, 
kept  their  seal  entire,  but  have  wasted  the  seal 
which  they  received,  shall  hear  and  believe 
these  things,  they  may  acknowledge  their  evil 
deeds  and  repent ; 

50  And  receiving  again  their  seal  from  you, 
may  give  glory  to  God,  that  he  was  moved 
with  compassion  towards  them,  and  sent  you 
to  renew  their  spirits. 

51  Hearken,  said  he ;  They  whose  rods 
have  been  found  dry  and  rotten,  and  as  it  were 
touched  with  the  moth,  are  the  deserters  and 
the  betrayers  of  the  church. 

52  Who,  with  the  rest  of  their  crimes,  have 
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also  blasphemed  the  Lord,  and  denied  his 
name  which  had  been  called  upon  them. 
Therefore  all  these  are  dead  unto  God  ;  and 
thou  seest  that  none  of  ihem  have  repented, 
although  they  have  heard  my  commands  which 
thou  hast  delivered  unto  them.  From  these 
men  therefore  life  is  far  distant. 

53  They  also  who  have  delivered  up  their 
rods  dry,  but  not  rctten,  have  not  been  far 
from  them.  For  they  have  been  counterfeits, 
and  brought  in  evil  doctrines ;  and  have  per- 
verted the  servants  of  God ;  but  especially 
those  who  had  sinned ;  not  suffering  them  to 
return  unto  repentance,  but  keeping  them  back 
by  their  false  doctrines. 

54  These  therefore  have  hope ;  and  thou 
seest  that  many  of  them  have  repented,  since 
the  time  that  thou  hast  laid  my  commands  be- 
fore them  ;  and  many  more  will  yet  repent 
But  they  that  shall  not  repent,  shall  lose  both 
repentance  and  life. 

55  But  they  that  have  repented,  their  place 
is  begun  to  be  within  the  first  walls,  and  some 
of  them  arc  even  gone  into  the  tower.  Thou 
seest  therefore,  said  he,  that  in  the  repentance 
of  sinners  there  is  life ;  but  that  for  those  who 
repent  not,  death  is  prepared. 

56  IF  Hear  now  concerning  those  who  gave 
in  their  rods  half  dry,  and  full  of  clefts.  They 
whose  rods  are  only  half  dry,  are  the  doubt- 
ful ;  for  they  are  neither  living  nor  dead. 

57  But  they  who  delivered  in  their  rods  not 
only  half  dry,  but  also  full  of  clefts,  are  both 
doubtful  and  evil  speakers  ;  who  detract  from 
those  that  are  absent,  and  have  never  peace 
among  themselves,  and  that  envy  one  another. 

58  Howbeit  to  these  also  repentance  is  of- 
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lered ;  for  thou  seest  that  some  of  these  have 
repented. 

59  Now  all  those  of  this  kind  who  have 
quickly  repented,  shall  have  a  place  in  the 
tower  ;  but  they  who  have  been  more  slow  in 
their  repentance,  shall  dwell  within  the  walls; 
but  they  that  shall  not  repent,  but  shall  con- 
tinue on  in  their  wicked  doings,  shall  die  the 
death. 

60  As  for  those  who  had  their  rods  green, 
but  yet  cleft,  they  are  such  as  were  always 
faithful  and  good,  but  they  had  some  enmity 
and  strife  among  themselves  concerning  digni- 
ty and  pre-eminence. 

61  Now  all  such  are  vain  and  without  un- 
derstanding, as  contend  with  one  another 
about  these  things. 

62  Nevertheless,  seeing  they  are  otherwise 
good,  if  when  they  shall  hear  these  commands, 
they  shall  amend  themselves,  and  shall  at  my 
persuasion  suddenly  repent ;  they  shall  at  last 
dwell  in  the  tower,  as  they  who  have  truly  and 
worthily  repented. 

63  But  if  any  one  shall  again  return  to  his 
dissension,  he  shall  be  shut  out  from  the  tow- 
er, and  shall  lose  his  life.  For  the  life  of 
those  who  keep  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord,  consists  in  doing  what  they  are  com- 
manded ;  not  in  principality,  or  in  any  other 
dignity. 

64  For  by  forbearance  and  humility  of 
mind,  men  sholl  attain  unto  life  }  but  by  sedi- 
tions, and  contempt  of  the  law,  they  shall  pur- 
chase death  unto  themselves. 

65  1  They  who  in  their  rods  had  half  dry 
and  half  green,  are  those  who  are  engaged  in 
many  affairs  of  the  world  ;  and  are  not  joined 


Digitized  by 


Google 


384  IIL  HERMAS. 

to  the  saints ;  for  which  cause  half  of  them 
liveth,  and  half  is  dead. 

66  Wherefore  many  of  these,  since  the 
time  that  they  have  heard  my  commands, 
have  repented,  and  begun  to  dwell  in  the  tow- 
er. But  some  of  them  have  wholly  fallen 
away ;  to  these  there  is  no  more  place  for  re- 
pentance. 

67  For  by  reason  of  their  present  interests, 
they  have  blasphemed  and  denied  God ;  and 
for  this  wickedness  they  have  lost  life.  And 
of  these  many  are  still  in  doubt ;  these  may 
yet  return  ;  and  if  they  shall  quickly  repent, 
they  shall  have  a  place  in  the  tower  ;  but  if 
they  shall  be  more  slow,  they  shall  dwell  with- 
in the  walls ;  but  if  they  shall  not  repent,  they 
shall  die. 

68  As  for  those  who  had  two  parts  of  their 
<^piiIrt?*rods  green,  and  the  third  dry ;  they  have  '  by 
h!l  ^iti.  manifold  ways  denied  the  Lord.    Of  these  ma- 
ny have  repented,  and  found  a  place  in  the 
tower ;  and  many  have   altogether  departed 
from  God.     These  have  utterly  lost  life. 

69  And  some,  being  in  a  doubtful  state, 
.have  raised  up  dissensions  :  these  may  yet  re- 
turn, if  they  shall  suddenly  repent,  and  not 
continue  in  their  lusts  ;  but  if  they  shall  con- 
tinue in  their  evil  doing  they  shall  die. 

70  IF  They  who  gave  in  their  rods  two  parts 
dry,  and  the  other  green,  are  those  who  have 
indeed  been  faithful,  but  withal  rich  and  full 
of  good  things  ;  and  thereupon  have  desired 
to  be  famous  among  the  heathen  which  are 
without,  and  have  thereby  fallen  into  great 
pride,  and  begun  to  aim  at  high  matters,  and 
to  forsake  the  truth : 

'  ughteoM.     71  Nor  were  they  joined  to  the  *^  saints,  but 
lived  with  the  heathen ;  and  this  life  seemed 
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the  more  pleasant  to  them.  Howbeit  they 
have  not  departed  from  God,  but  continued  in 
the  faith;  only  they  have  not  wrought  the 
works  of  faith. 

72  Many  therefore  of  these  have  repented  ; 
and  begun  to  dwell  in  the  tower.  Yet  others 
still  living  amon^  the  heathen  people,  and  be- 
ing lifted  up  with  their  vanities,  have  utterly 
fallen  away  from  God,  and  followed  the  works 
and  wickednesses  of  the  heathen.  These 
kind  of  men  therefore  are  reckoned  among 
strangers  to  the  gospel. 

73  Others  of  these  began  to  be  doubtful  in 
their  minds ;  despairing,  by  reason  of  their 
wicked  doings,  ever  to  attain  unto  salvation. 
Others,  being  thus  made  doubtful,  did  more- 
over stir  up  dissensions. 

74  To  these  therefore,  and  to  those  who, 
by  reason  of  their  doings,  are  become  doubt- 
ful, there  is  still  hope  of  return  ;  but  they 
must  repent  quickly,  that  their  place  may  be 
in  the  tower.  But  they  that  repent  not,  but 
continue  still  in  their  pleasures,  are  nigh  unto 
death. 

75  IF  As  for  those  who  gave  in  their  rods 
green,  excepting  their  tops,  which  only  were 
dry,  and  had  clefts  ;  these  were  always  good, 
and  faithful,  and  'upright  before  God:  ne-'Proi- 
verthcless  they  sinned  a  little,  by  reason  of 
their  empty  pleasures  and  trifling  thoughts, 
which  they  had  within  themselves. 

76  Wherefore  many  of  them,  when  they 
heard  my  words,  repented  forthwith  ;  and  be- 
gan to  dwell  in  the  tower.  Nevertheless  some 
grew  doubtful,  and  others  to  their  doubtful 
-minds  added  dissensions.  To  these  therefore 
there  is  still  hope  of  return,   because   they 
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were  always  good ;  but  ihey  shall  hardly  be 
moved. 

77  As  for  those,  lastly,  who  gave  in  their 
rods  dry,  their  tops  only  excepted,  which 
alone  were  green  ;  they  are  such  as  have  be- 
lieved indeed  in  God,  but  have  lived  in  wick- 
edness J  yet  without  ^ieparting  from  God  ;- 
having  always  willingly  borne  the  name  of  the 
Lord ;  and  readily  received  into  their  houses 
the  servants  of  God. 

78  Wherefore  hearing  these  things,  they 
returned,  and  without  delay  repented,  and 
lived  in  all  righteousness.  And  some  of  them 
suffered  death ;  others  readily  underwent  ma- 
ny trials,  being  mindful  of  their  evil  doings. 

79  IF  And  when  he  had  ended  his  explica- 
tions of  all  the  rods,  he  said  unto  me.  Go,  and 
say  unto  all  men  that  they  repent,  and  they 
«hall  live  unto  God :  because  the  Lord,  being 
moved  with  great  clemency,  hath  sent  me  to 
preach  repentance  unto  all ; 

80  Even  unto  those  who,  by  reason  of  their 
evil  doings,  deserve  not  to  attain  unto  salva- 
tion. But  the  Lord  will  be  patient,  and  keep 
the  invitation  that  was  made  by  his  Son. 

81  I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  I  hope  that  all 
when  they  shall  hear  these  things  will  repent. 
For  I  trust  that  every  one  acknowledging  his 
crimes,  and  taking  up  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
will  return  unto  repentance. 

82  He  said  unto  me.  Whosoever  shall  re- 
pent with  all  their  hearts,  and  cleanse  them- 
selves from  all  the  evils  that  I  have  before 
mentioned,  and  not  add  any  thing  more  to  their 
sins,  shall  receive  from  the  Lord  the  cure  of 
their  former  iniquities,  if  they  shall  not  make 
any  doubt  of  these  commands,  and  shall  live 
unto  God. 
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83  But  they  that  shall  continue  to  add  to  their 
transgressions,  and  shall  still  converse  with 
the  lusts  of  this  present  world,  shall  condemn 
themselves  unto  death.  But  do  thou  walk  in 
these  commands,  and  thou  shalt  live  unto 
God  ;  and  whosoever  shall  walk  in  these,  and 
exercise  them  rightly,  shull  live  unto  God. 

84  And  having  showed  me  all  these  things, 
he  said,  I  will  show  thee  the  rest  in  a  few 
days. 


SIMILITUDE  IX. 

The  greatest  mysteries  of  the  militant  and  triumphant  chnrch  which 
is  ta  be  built. 

AFTER  I  had  written  the  Commands  and 
Similitudes  of  the  Shepherd,  the  Angel  of 
Repentance,  he  came  unto  me,  and  said  tot 
me,  I  will  show  thee  all  those  things  which  the 
/  Spirit  spake  with  theie  under  the  figure  of'^^*" 
the  Church.  For  that  Spirit  is  the  Son  of 
God. 

2  And  because  thou  wert  weak  in  body,  it 
was  not  declared  unto  thee  by  the  angel,  until 
thou  wert  strengthened  by  the  Spirit,  and  in- 
creased in  force,  that  thou  raightest  also  see 
the  angel. 

3  For  then  indeed  the  building  of  the  tower 
was  very  well  and  gloriously  shown  unto  thee 
by  the  Church  ;  nevertheless  thou  sawest  all 
things  shown,  unto  thee  as  it  were  by  a  vir- 
gin. 

4  But  now  thou  art  enlightened  by  the  an- 
gel, but  yet  by  the  same  Spirit.     But  thou 

'must  consider  all  things  diligently ;  for  there- 
fore Am  1  sent  into  thine  house  by  that  venera- 
ble "messenger,  that  when  thou  shalt  have-Ani*. 
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seen  all  thingB  powerfully,  thoumayestnotbe* 
afraid  as  before. 
•  Aao«.  5  And  he  led  me  to  the  'height of  a  moun- 
tain of  Arcadia,  and  we  sat  upon  its  top.  And 
he  showed  me  a  great  plain,  and  about  it 
twelve  mountains  in  different  figures. 

6  The  first  was  black  as  soot.  The  second 
was  smooth,  without  herbs.  The  third  was 
full  of  thorns  and  thistles.  The  fourth  had 
herbs  half  dried  ;  of  which  the  upper  part  wafi^ 
green,  but  that  next  the  root  was  dry;  and 
some  of  the  herbs,  when  the  sun  grew  hot^ 
were  dry. 

7  The  fifth  mountain  was  very  rugged,  but 
yet  had  green  herbs.  The  sixth  mountain  was 
full  of  clefts,  some  lesser,  and  some  greater ;: 
and  in  those  clefts  grew  grasa,  not  flourishing^ 
but  which  seemed  to  be  withering. 

8  The  seventh  mountain  had  delightful  pas- 
ture, and  was  wholly  fruitful ;  and  all  kinds  of 
cattle,  and  of  the  birds  of  heaven,  fed  upo& 
it ;  and  the  more  they  fed  of  it,  the  more  and 
better  did  the  grass  grow. 

9  The  eighth  mountain  was  full  of  foun- 
tains, and  from  those  fountains  were  watered 
all  kinds  of  the  creatures  of  God.  'I  he  ninth 
mountain  had  no  water  at  all,  but  was  wholly 
destitute  of  it ;  and  nourished  deadly  serpents^ 
and  destructive  to  men. 

10  The  tenth  mountain  was   full   of  tall 
trees,  and  altogether  shady;  and  under  the* 
shade  of  them  lay  cattle  resting  and  chewing 
the  cud. 

1 1  The  eleventh  mountain  was  fnll  of  the 
thickest  trees  ;  and  those  trees  seemed  to  be 
loaded  ^ith  several  sorts  of  fruits ;  that  who- 
soever saw  them  could  not  choose  but  desife 
to  eat  of  their  fruit. 
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12  The  twelfth  mountain  was  altogether 
white,  and  of  a  most  pleasant  aspect,  and  it- 
self gave  a  most  excellent  beauty  to  itself. 

13  ^  In  the  middle  of  the  *•  plain  he  showed  •^<JJ«2jta 
me  a  huge  white  rock,  which  rose  out  of  tho*^*^^- 
plain,  and  the  rock  was  higher  thatx  those 
mountains,  and  was  square  ;  so  that  it  seemed 
capable  of  supporting  the  whole  world. 

14  It  looked  to  me  to  be  old,  yet  had  in  it 
a  new  gate,  which  seemed  to  have  been  newly 
hewn  out  in  it.  Now  that  gate  was  bright 
beyond  the  sun  itself;  insomuch  that  I  great- 
ly admired  at  its  light. 

15  About  that  gate  stood  twelve  virgins ;  of 
which  four  that  stood  at  the  corners  of  the 
gate,  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  chiefest,  although 
the  rest  also  were  of  worth  :  and  they  stood 
in  the  four  parts  of  the  gate. 

16  It  added  also  to  the  grace  of  those  vir- 
gins that  they  stood  in  pairs  clothed  with  linen 
garments,  and  decently  girded ;  their  right 
arms  being  at  liberty,  as  if  they  were  about  to 

lift  up  some  '  burden ;  for  so  they  were  adorn- '^Jj^^ 
ed,  and  were  exceeding  cheerful  and  ready. 

17  When  I  saw  this,  I  wondered  with  my- 
self to  see  ^uch  great  and  noble  things.  And 
again  I  admired  upon  the  account  of  those 
virgins,  that  they  were  so  handsome  and  deli- 
cate ;  and  stood  with  such  firmness  and  con- 
stancy, as  if  they  would  carry  the  whole 
heaven. 

18  Vnd  as  I  was  thinking  thus  within  my- 
self, the  shepherd  said  unto  me.  What  think- 
est  thou  within  thyself,  and  art  disquieted,  and 
fillest  thyself  with  care  ? 

19  Do  not  seem  to  consider,  as  if  thou  wert 
wise,  what  thou  dost  not  understand,  but  pray 
unto  the  Lord,  that  thou  mayest  have  ability 
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to  understand  it :  what  is  to  come  thou  caost 
not  understand,  but  thoa  seest  that  which  is 
before  thee. 

20  Be  not  therefore  disquieted  at  those 
things  which  thou  canst  not  see  ;  but  get  the 
understanding  of  those  which  thou  seest. 

21  Forbear  to  be  curious ;  and  I  will  show 
thee  all  things  that  I  ought  to  declare  unto 
thee :  but  first  consider  what  yet  remains. 

22  IT  And  when  he  had  said  this  unto  me^ 
I  looked  up,  and  behold  I  saw  six  tall  and 
venerable  men  coming ;  their  countenances 
were  all  alike ;  and  they  called  a  certain  mul- 
titude of  men ;  and  they  who  came  at  their 
call  were  also  tall  and  stout. 

23  And  those  six  commanded  them  to  build-, 
a  certain  tower  over  that  gate.  And  immedi- 
ately there  began  to  be  a  great  noise  of  those 
men  running  here  and  there  about  the  gate^ 
who  were  come  together  to  build  the  tower. 

24  But  those  virgins  which  stood  about  the 
gate  perceived  that  the  building  of  the  tower 
was  to  be  hastened  by  them.  And  they 
stretched  out  their  hands,  as  if  they  were  to 
receive  somewhat  from  them  to  do. 

25  Then  those  six  men  commanded,  that 
they  should  lift  up  stones  out  of  a  certain  deep 
place,  and  prepare  them  for  the  building  of 
the  tower.     And  there  were  lifted  up  ten  white 

•  Po  coteie- stones,  square,  and  ^not  cut  round. 

26  Then  those  six  men  called  the  virgins  ta 
them,  and  commanded  them  to  carry  all  the 
stones  that  were  to  be  put  into  the  building  y 
and  having  carried  them  through  the  gate,  to 
deliver  them  to  those  that  were  about  to  build 
that  tower. 

27  Immediately .  the   virgins  began  all   of 
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them  together  to  lift  up  those  stones,  that  were 
before  taken  out  of  the  deep. 

28  IF  And  they  also  who  stood  about  the 
gate  did  carry  stones  in  such  a  manner,  that 
those  stones  which  seemed  to  be  the  strongest 
were  laid  at  the  corners,  the  rest  were  put  in- 
to the  sides ; 

29  And  thus  they  carried  all  the  stones,  and 
bringing  them  through  the  gate,  delivered 
them  to  the  builders,  as  they  had  been  com- 
manded ;  who  receiving  them  at  their  hands, 
built  with  them. 

30  But  this  building  was  made  upon  that 
great  rock,  and  over  the  gate,  and  by  these 
the  whole  tower  was  supported.  But  the 
building  of  the  ten  stones  filled  the  whole  gate, 
which  began  to  be  made  for  the  foundation  of 
that  tower. 

31  After  those  ten  stones  did  five  and  twen- 
ty others  ' rise  up  out  of  the  deep ;  and  these* ms. 
were  placed  in  the  building  of  the  same  tower ;  nST 
being  lifted  up  by  those  virgins,  as  the  others 
had  been  before. 

32  After  these  did  five  and  thirty  others 
'  rise  up  ;  and  these  were  also  in  like  manner 
fitted  into  the  same  work.  Then  forty  other 
stones  were  brought  up,  and  all  these  were 
added  unto  the  building  of  that  tower. 

33  So  there  began  to  be  four  ranks  in  the 
foundation  of  that  tower ;  and  the  stones 
ceased  to  "  rise  out  of  the  deep ;  and  they 
also  which  built  rested  a  little. 
•  34  Again,  those  six  men  commanded  the 
multitude,  that  they  should  bring  stones  out 
of  those  twelve  mountains  to  the  building  of 
the  same  tower. 

35  So  they  cut  out  of^all  the  mountains 
stones  of  divers  colours,  and  brought  them^ 
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aod  garc  them  to  the  virgins ;  which  when 
they  had  received,  they  carried  them,  and  de- 
livered them  into  the  building  of  the  tower. 

36  In  which  when  they  were  built  they  be- 
came white,  and  different  from  what  they  were 
before ;  for  tliey  were  all  alike,  and  did 
change  their  former  colours.  And  some  were 
reached  up  by  the  men  themselves,  which 
when  they  came  into  the  building,  continued 
such  as  they  were  put  in. 

37  These  neither  became  white,  nor  differ- 
ent from  what  they  were  before  j  because  they 
were  not  carried  by  the  virgins  through  the 
gate.  Wherefore  these  stones  were  disagree- 
able in  the  building ;  which,  when  those  six 
men  perceived,  they  commanded  them  to  be 
removed,  and  put  again  in  the  place  from 
which  they  were  brought. 

38  And  they  said  to  those  who  brought 
those  stones.  Do  not  ye  reach  up  to  us  any 
stones  for  this  building,  but  lay  them  down  by 
the  tower,  that  these  virgins  may  carry  them 
and  reach  them  to  us. 

39  For  unless  they  shall  be  carried  by  these 
vii^ins  through  this  gate,  they  cannot  change 
their  colours :  therefore  do  not  labour  in  vain. 

40  If  So  the  building  that  day  was  done, 
howbcit  the  tower  was  not  finished ;  for  it 
was  afterwards  to  be  built ;  therefore  now  also 
there  was  some  delay  made  of  it. 

41  And  these  six  men  commanded  those 
that  built  to  depart,  and  as  it  were  to  rest  for 
some  time  ;  but  they  ordered  those  virgins 
that  they  should  not  depart  from  the  tower  : 
now  they  seemed  to  me  to  be  left  for  the  guard- 
ing of  it. 

42  When  all  were  departed,  I  said  unto 
that  shepherd.  Sir,  why  is  not  the  building  of 
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the  tower  finished  ?  Because  it  caoDOt^  said 
he,  be  finished  until  its  Lord  comes,  and  ap^ 
proves  of  the  building ;  that  if  he  shall  find 
any  stones  in  it  that  are  not  good,  they  may 
be  changed ;  for  this  tower  is  built  according 
to  his  will. 

43  Sir,  said  I,  I  would  know  what  the  build- 
ing of  this  tower  signifies  ;  as  also  I  would 
be  informed  concerning  this  rock,  and  this 
gate, 

44  And  concerning  the  mountains,  and  the 
virginst  and  the  stones  that  did  rise  out  of  the 
deep,  and  were  not  cut,  but  put  into  the  build- 
ing just  as  they  came  forth ;  and  why  the  tea 
stones  were  first  laid  in  the  foundation  ;  then 
the  twenty-five  ;  then  thirty-five  ;  then  forty* 

45  Also  concerning  those  stones  that  were^ 
put  into  the  building,  and  again  taken  out,  and 
carried  back  into  their  place  ?  Fulfil,  I  pray^ 
the  desire  of  my  soul  as  to  all  these  things, 
and  manifest  ail  unto  me. 

46  And  he  said  unto  me.  If  thou  shalt  ttat 
be  dull,  thou  shalt  know  ally  aad  shalt  see  all 
the  other  things  that  are  about  to  happen  m 
this  tower ;  and  shalt  understand  diligently  all 
these  similitudes. 

47  And  after  a  few  days,  we  eame  into  the 
same  place  where  we  had  sat  before  ;  and  he 
said  unto  me,  Let  us  go  unto  the  tower  ;  for 
the  Lord  of  it  will  come  and  examine  it. 

48  So  we  came  thither,  and  found  none  bat 
those  virgins  there.  And  he  asked  them 
whether  the  Lord  of  that  tower  was  coBie 
thither.  And  they  replied,  that  he  would  be 
there  presently,  to  examine  the  building. 

49  If  After  a  very  little  while  I  saw  a  great 
muhitude  of  men  coming,  and  in  the  middle 
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of  them  a  man  so  tall,  that  he  surpassed  the 
tower  in  "  height. 

50  About  him  were  those  six,  who  before 
commanded  in  the  building,  and  all  the  rest  of 
those  who  had  built  that  tower,  and  many  oth- 
ers of  great  dignity :  and  the  virgins  that  kept 
the  tower  ran  to  meet  him,  and  kissed  him, 
and  began  to  walk  near  unto  him. 

51  But  he  examined  the  building  with  so 
much  care  that  he  handled  every  stone  ;  and 
struck  every  one  with  a  rod  which  he  held  in 
his  hand  : 

52  Of  which  some  being  so  struck  turned 
black  as  soot ;  others  were  rough ;  some 
looked  as  if  they  had  cracks  in  them ;  others 
seemed  maimed ;  some  neither  black  nor 
white ;  some  looked  sharp,  and  agreed  not 
with  the  other  stones,  and  others  were  full  of 
spote. 

53  These  were  the  several  kinds  of  those 
stones  which  were  not  found  proper  in  the 
building :  all  which  the  Lord  commanded  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  tower,  and  laid  near  it, 
and  other  stones  to  be  brought,  and  put  in 
their  places. 

54  And  they  that  built,  asked  him  from  which 
of  the  mountains  he  would  have  stones  brought 
to  put  in  the  place  of  those  that  were  laid  aside. 
But  he  forbade  them  to  bring  any  from  the 
mountains,  and  commanded  that  they  should 
take  them  out  of  a  certain  field  that  was  near. 

55  So  they  digged  in  that  field,  and  found 
many  bright,  square  stones,  and  some  also  that 
were  round.  Howbcit,  all  that  were  found  in 
that  field  were  taken  away,  and  carried  through 
the  gate  by  those  virgins  ;  and  those  of  them 
that  were  square  were  fitted  and  put  into  the 
places  of  those  that  were  pulled  out. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SIMILITUDE  IX.  306 

56  But  the  round  ones  were  not  put  into 
the  building,  because  they  were  hcwrd,  and  it 
would  have  required  too  much  time  to  cut 
them;  but  they  were  placed  about  the  tower, 
as  if  they  should  hereafter  be  cut  square,  and 
put  into  the  building;  for  they  were  very 
white.  " 

57  IF  When  he  who  was  chief  in  dignity,  and 
lord  of  the  whole  tower,  saw  this,  he  called  to 
him  the  shepherd  that  was  with  me,  and  gave 
him  the  stones  that  were  rejected  and  laid 
about  the  tow^r,  and  said  unto  him.  Cleanse 
these  stones  with  all  care,  and  fit  them  into  the 
building  of  the  tower,  that  they  may  agree  with 
the  rest ;  but  those  that  will  not  suit  with  the 
rest,  cast  away  afar  off  from  the  tower. 

58  When  he  had  thus  commanded  him,  he 
departed,  with  all  those  that  came  with  him 
to  the  tower  :  but  those  virgins  still  stood 
about  the  tower  to  keep  it. 

59  And  I  said  unto  that  shepherd,  How 
can  these  stones,  seeing  they  have  been  re- 
jected, return  into  the  building  of  this  tower  ? 
He  replied,  I  will  cut  off  the  greatest  part  from 
these  stones,  and  will  add  them  to  the  build- 
ing, and  they  will  agree  with  the  rest. 

60  And  I  said.  Sir,  how  will  they  be  able  to 
fill  the  same  place,  when  they  shall  be  so  much 
cut  away  ?  He  answered,  They  that  shall  be 
found  too  little,  shall  be  put  into  the  middle  of 
the  building,  and  the  greater  shall  be  placed 
without,  and  keep  them  in. 

61  When  he  had  said  thus  unto  me,  he  cod- 
ded. Let  us  go,  and  after  three  days  we  wiU 
return,  and  I  will  put  these  stones,  being 
cleansed,  into  the  tower. 

62  For  all  these  that  are  about  the  tower 
must  be  cleansed,  lest  the  master  of  the  house 
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chance  to  come  upon  the  sudden,  and  find 
'those  which  are  about  the  tower  unclean; 

^^•»b.»and  be  so   exasperated  that  these  stones 

gjjtjt*"^ should  never  be  put  into  *the  building  of  this 
t  tower,  and  I  shall  be  looked  upon  to  have 

jMSr^b-been  'unmiiidful  of  my  master's  conamands. 

ji^aS^-  63  When  therefore  we  came  after  three 
days  to  the  tower,  be  said  unto  me.  Let  us  ex- 
amine all' these  stones,  and  )et  us  see  whf^h 
of  them  may  go  into  the  building  I  answer- 
ed. Sir,  let  us  see. 

64  IF  And  first  of  ail,we^  began  to  consider 
those  which  had  been  black ;  for  they  were 
found  just  such  as  they  weve  when  they  were 
pulled  out  of  the  tower :  wherefore,  he  com- 
manded them  to  be  removed  ftom  the  tower, 
and  put  by  themselves. 

65  Then  he  examined  those  which  had  been 
rough;  and  commanded  many  df  those  to  be 
cut  round,  and  to  be  fitted  by  the^  virgins  into 
the  building  of  the  tower :  so  they  took  them, 
and  fitted  them  into  the  middle  of  the  build- 
ing ;  and  he  commanded  the  f  est  to  be  laid  by 
with  the  black  ones,  for  they  also  were  be- 
come black* 

66  N^xt'he  considered  those  which  were 
full  of  cracks,  and  many  of  those  also  he  or- 
dered to  be  pared  away,  and  so  to  be  added 
to  the  rest  of  the  building,  by  the  same  vir- 
gins. 

67  These  were  placed  wicbottt,  becawie 
they  were  found  <  entire ;  but  the  residue, 
through'  the  multitude  of  their  cracks,  could 

••not  1^   reformed,   and  therefore-  were  cast 
«way  from  the  bmlding  of  the  tower. 

68  Then  he  considered  those  that*  had  been 
^manned ;  many  of  those  had  erai^ks,  and  were 

become  bhick ;  others  had  lingo  clefts  :  tkeae 
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he  coramandcd  to  be  placed  with  those  that 
were  rejected. 

69  But  the  rest  being  cleansed  and  reform- 
ed, he  commanded  to  bo  put  into  the  building. 
These,  therefore,  those  virgins  took  up,  and 
fitted  into  the  middle  of  the  building,  because 
they  were  but  weak. 

70  After  these  he  examined  those  which 
were  found  hdf  white  and  half  black ;  and 
many  of  those  were  now  black ;  these  olso  he 
ordered  to  be  laid  among  those  that  were  cast 
away. 

71  The  rest  were  found  altogether  white  ; 
those  were  taken  up  by  the  virgins,  and  fitted 

into  the  same  tower :  "  and  these  were  put  in  t7mb.*Sit. 
the  outside,  because  they  were  found  entire  •^^^"p-"^- 
that  so  they  might  keep  in  those  that  were 
placed  in  the  middle,  for  nothing  was  cut  off 
from  them. 

72  Next  he  looked  upon  those  'which  had^Mi?.] 
been  hard  and  sharp  ;  but  few  of  these  were  ^"•^^ 
made  use  of,  because  they  could  not  be  cut, 
for  they  were  found  very  hard :  but  the 
rest  were  formed,  and  fitted  by  the  virgins  in- 
to the  middle  of  the  building,  because  they 
were  more  weak. 

73  Then  he  considered  those  which  had 
spots  ;  of  these  a  few  were  found  black,  and 
these  were  carried  to  their  fellows.  The  rest 
were  white  and  entire ;  and  they  were  fitted 
by  the  virgins  into  the  building,  and  placed  in 
the  outside,  by  reason  of  their  strength. 

74  IT  After  this  he  came  to  consider  those 
stones  which  were  white  and  round ;  and  he 
said  unto  me.  What  shall  we  do  with  these 
stones?     1  answered.  Sir,  I  cannot  tell. 

75  He  replied,  Canst  thou  think  of  nothing 
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then  for  these  ?  I  answered,  Sir,  I  understand 
not  this  art ;  neither  am  I  a  stone-cutter,  nor 
can  I  tell  any  thing. 

76  And  he  said,  Seest  thou  not  that  they 
are  very  round  ?  Now  to  make  them  square,^ 
I  must  cut  off  a  great  deal  from  them;  howbeit, 
it  is  necessary  that  some  of  these  should  go 
into  the  building  of  the  tower. 

77  I  answered,  If  it  be  necessary,  why  da 
you  perplex  yourself,  and  not  rather  choose, 
if  you  have  any  choice  among  them,  and  fit 
them  into  the  building  ? 

78  Upon  this  he  chose  out  the  largest  and 
brightest,  and  squared  them  ;  which  when  he 
had  done,  the  virgins  took  them  up,  and  placed 
them  in  the  outside  of  the  building. 

79  And  the  rest  that  remained,  were  carried 
back  into  the  same  field  from  which  they  were 
taken;  howbcit,  they  were  not  cast  away; 
because,  said  he,  there  is  yet  a  little  wanting 
to  this  tower,  which  is  to  be  built ;  and  per- 
haps the  Lord  will  have  these  stones  fitted  in- 
to this  building,  because  they  are  exceeding 
white. 

80  Then  were  there  called  twelve  very 
stately  women,  clothed  with  a  black  garment, 
girded,  and  their  shoulders  free,  and  their  hair 
loose.  These  seemed  to  me  to  be  country 
women. 

81  And  the  shepherd  commanded  them  to 
take  up  those  stones  which  wer-e  cfuit  out  of 
the  buildmg,  and  carry  them  back  to  the 
mountains  out  of  w  hich  they  were  taken. 

82  And  they  took  them  all  up  joyfully,  and 
carried  them  back  to  their  places  from  whence 
they  bad  been  taken. 

^  When  not  one  stone  vemained  about  the 
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tower,  he  said  unto  me,  Let  us  go  about  this 
tower,  and  see  whether  any  thing  be  wanting 
to  it. 

84  We  began  therefore  to  go  round  about 
it ;  and  when  he  saw  that  it  was  handsomely 
4)uilt,  he  began  to  be  very  glad :  for  it  was  so 
beautifully  u*amed,  that  any  one  that  had  seen 
it  must  have  been  in  love  with  the  building : 

85  For  it  seemed  to  be  all  but  one  stone,  nor 
did  a  joint  any  where  appear ;  but  it  looked 
as  if  it  had  been  all  cut  out  of  one  rock. 

86  If  And  when  I  diligently  considered  what 
a  tower  it  was,  I  was  extremely  pleased :  and 
he  said  unto  me.  Bring  hither  some  lime  and 
little  shells,  that  I  may  fill  up  the  ^  spaces  of/ 
those  stones  that  were  taken  out  of  the  build- 
ing, and  put  in  again :  for  all  things  about  the 
tower  must  be  made  even. 

87  And  I  did  as  he  commanded  me,  and 
brought  them  unto  him :  and  he  said  unto  me, 
Be  ready  to  help  me,  and  this  work  will  quick- 
ly be  finished. 

88  He  therefore  filled  up  the  spaces  of 
those  stones,  and  commanded  the  place  about 
the  tower  to  be  cleansed. 

89  Then  those  virgins  took  besoms,  and 
cleansed  all  the  place  around,  and  took  away 
all  the  rubbish,  and  threw  on  water :  which 
being  done,  the  place  became  delightful,  and 
the  tower  beauteous. 

90  Then  he  said  unto  me.  All  is  now  clean  : 
if  the  Lord  should  come  to  finish  the  tower,  he 
ipvill  find  nothing  whereby  to  complain  of  us. 

91  When  he  had  said  this  he  would  have  de- 
parted. But  I  laid  hold  on  his  bag,  and  be- 
gan to  entreat  him  for  the  Lord's  sake  that  he 
would  explain  to  me  all  things  that  he  had 
shown  me. 
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92  He  said  unto  me,  I  have  at  present  a  lit- 
tle business ;  but  I  will  suddenly  explain  alt 
things  unto  thee.  Tarry  here  for  me  till  I 
come. 

93  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  what  shall  I  do  here 
alone  ?  He  answered,  Thou  art  not  alone, 
seeing  all  these  virgins  are  with  thee. 

94  I  said,  Sir,  deliver  me  then  unto  them. 
Then  he  called  them,  and  said  unto  them,  I 
commend  this  man  unto  you  till  I  shall  come. 

95  So  I  remained  with  those  virgins  :  now 
they  were  cheerful  and  courteous  unto  me ; 
especially  the  four,  which  seemed  to  be  the 
chiefest  among  them. 

96  H  Then  those  virgins  said  unto  me,  Thai 
shepherd  will  not  return  hither  to-day.  I  said 
unto  them,  What  then  shall  I  do  ?  They  an- 
swered, '1  arry  for  him  till  the  evening,  if 
perhaps  he  may  come  and  speak  with  thee  ; 
but  if  not,  yet  thou  shalt  continue  with  us  till 
he  does  come. 

97  I  said  unto  them,  1  will  tarry  for  him  till 
evening  ;  but  if  he  comes  not  by  that  time,  I 
will  go  home^  and  return  hither  again  the  next 
morning. 

98  They  answered  me.  Thou  art  delivered 
unto  us ;  thou  mayest  not  depart  from  us.  I 
said.  Where  shall  I  tarry  ? 

99  They  replied.  Thou  shalt  sleep  with  us 
as  a  brother,  not  as  a  husband :  for  thou  art 
our  brother,  and  we  are  ready  from  hence- 

•  forth  to  dwell  with  thee  ;  for  thou  art  very 

dear  to  us. 

100  Howbeit  I  was  ashamed  to  continue 
with  them.  Cut  she  that  seemed  to  be  the 
chiefest  amongst  them,  embraced  me,  and  be- 
gan to  kiss  me.  And  the  rest,  when  they  saw 
that  I  was  kissed  by  her,  began  also  to  kiss 
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me  as  a  brother ;  and  led  me  about  the  tow- 
er, and  played  with  me. 

101  Some  of  tbem  also  sung  psalms,  others 
made  up  the  chorus  with  them.  But  I  walk- 
ed about  the  tower  with  them,  rejoicing  si- 
lently, and  seeming  to  myself  to  be  grown 
young  again. 

102  When  the  evening  came  on,  I  would 
forthwith  have  gone  home,  but  they  withheld 
me,  and  suffered  me  not  to  depart  Where- 
fore I  continued  with  them  that  night  near  the 
same  tower. 

103  So  they  spread  their  linen  garments 
upon  the  ground ;  and  placed  me  in  the  mid- 
dle, nor  did  they  any  thing  else,  only  they 
prayed. 

104  I  also  prayed  with  them  without  ceas- 
ing, no  less  than  they.  Who  when  they  saw 
me  pray  in  that  manner,  rejoiced  greatly  ;  and 
I  continued  there  with  them  till  the  next  day. 

105  And  when  we  had  worshipped  God, 
then  the  shepherd  came  and  said  unto  them, 
You  have  done  no  injury  to  this  man.  They 
answered.  Ask  him.  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  I 
have  received  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  in 
that  I  have  remained  with  them. 

106  And  he  said  unto  me.  How  didst  thou 
sup  ?  I  answered.  Sir,  I  feasted  the  whole 
night  upon  the  words  of  the  Lord.  They  re- 
ceived thee  well,  then  ?  said  he.  I  said.  Sir, 
very  well. 

107  He  answered.  Wilt  thou  now  learn 
what  than  didst  desire  ?  I  replied.  Sir,  I  will : 
and  first  I  pray  thee  that  thou  shouldest  show 
me  all  things  in  the  order  that  I  asked  them. 

108  He  answered,  I  will  do  all  as  thou 
wouldest  have  me,  nor  will  I  hide  any  thing 
from  thee. 
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109  If  First  af  all,  Sir,  said  I,  tell  mo  what 
this  rock  and  this  gate  denote.  Hearken,  said 
he ;  This  rock,  and  this  gate,  are  the  Son  of 
Ck>d.  I  replied.  Sir,  how  can  that  be  ?  seeing 
the  rock  is  old,  but  the  gate  new. 

110  Hear,  said  he,  O  foolish  man  !  and  un- 
derstand.   The  Son  of  God  is  indeed  more 

fiiaot.Lar.  ancient  than  any  creature,  '  insomuch  that  he 
was  in  council  with  his  Father  at  the  creation 
4Tteim  of  *  all  things. 

111  But  the  gate  is  therefore  new,  because 
he  appeared  in  the  last  days  as  the  fulness  of 
time ;  that  they  who  shall  attain  unto  salva- 
tion, may  by  it  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

112  You  have  seen,  said  he,  those  stones 
which  were  carried  through  the  gate,  how 
tiiey  were  placed  in  the  building  of  the  tow- 
er; but  that  those  which  were  not  carried 
through  the  gate,  were  sent  away  into  their 
own  places? 

113  I  answered,  Sir,  I  saw  it.  Thus,  said 
he,  no  man  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God,  but  he  who  shall  take  upon  him  the  name 
of  the  Son  of  God. 

114  For  if  you  would  enter  into  any  city, 
and  that  city  should  be  encompassed  with  a 
wall,  and  had  only  one  gate,  could  you  enter 
into  that  city  except  by  that  gate? 

115  I  answered,  Sir,  how  could  I  do  other- 
wise ?  As  therefore,  said  he,  there  would  be 
no  other  way  of  entering  into  that  city  but  by 
its  gate,  so  neither  can  any  one  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  Grod,  but  only  by  the  name  of  his 
Son,  who  is  most  dear  unto  him. 

116  And  he  said  unto  roe.  Didst  thou  see 
the  multitude  of  those  that  built  the  tower  ? 
Sir,  said  I,  I  saw  it.  He  answered.  All  those 
are  the  angels,  venerable  in  their  dignity. 
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117  With  these  is  the  Lord  eDCompassed 
as  with  a  wall ;  bi|t  the  gate  is  the  Son  of  God, 
who  is  the  only  way  of  coming  unto  God. 
For  no  man  shall  go  to  God,  but  by  his  Son. 

118  Thou  sawest  also,  said  he,  the  six  men, 
and  in  the  middle  of  them  that  venerable  great 
man,  who  walked  about  the  tower,  and  reject- 
ed the  stones  out  of  the  tower  ? 

119  Sir,  said  I,  I  saw  them.  He  answered. 
That  tall  man  was  the  Son  of  God ;  and  those 
six  were  his  angels  of  most  eminent  dignity, 
which  stand  about  him  on  the  right  hand  and 
on  the  left. 

120  Of  these  excellent  ansels  none  comes 
in  unto  God  without  him.  He  added.  Who- 
soever therefore  shall  not  take  upon  him  his 
name,  he  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God 

121  %  Then  I  said.  What  is  this  tower  f 
This,  said  he,  is  the  church.  And  what,  sir, 
are  these  virgins  ?  He  said  unto  me.  These 
are  the  holy  spirits ;  for  no  man  can  enter  in- 
to the  kingdom  of  God,  except  these  clothe 
him  with  their  garment 

122  For  it  will  avail  thee  nothing  to  take 
up  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  unless  thou 
shalt  also  receive  their  garme  t  from  th^n. 
For  these  virgins  are  the  powers  of  the  Son 
of  God.  So  shall  a  man  in  vain  bear  Jiis 
name,  unless  he  shall  also  be  endued  with  his 
powers. 

123  And  he  said  unto  me,  Sawest  thoa 
those  stones  that  were  cast  away?  They 
bore  indeed  the  name,  but  put  not  on  their 
garment.     I  said.  Sir,  what  is  their  garment  ? 

*  Their  very  names,  said  he,  are  their  gar-^JJ*-^^ 
*ment.  p»"«.<. 

124  Therefore  whosoever  beareth  the  name 
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of  the  Son  of  God  ought  to  bear  their  names 
also ;  for  the  Son  of  God  ali^o  himself  beareth 
their  names. 

125  As  for  those  stones,  contioued  he, 
which,  being  delivered  by  their  hands,  thou 
sawest  remain  in  the  building,  they  were 
clothed  with  their  power;  for  which  cause 

ividoricenthou  sccst  the  whole  tower  of  the  same  -'col- 
wiiiT^  ^  our  with  the  rock,  and  made  as  it  were  of  one 
stone. 

126  So  also  those  who  have  believed  in 
God  by  his  Son,  have  put  on  his  spirit.  Be- 
hold, there  shall  be  one  spirit,  and  one  body, 
and  one  colour  of  their  garments ;  and  all  they 
shall  attain  this,  who  shall  bear  the  names  of 
these  virgins. 

127  And  I  said,  Sir,  why  then  are  those 
stones  cast  away  which  were  rejected  ?  seeing 
they  also  were  carried  through  the  gate,  and 
delivered  b}  the  hands  of  these  virgins  into 
the  building  of  this  tower. 

128  Seeing,  said  he,  thou  takest  care  to 
inquire  diligently  into  all  things,  hear  also 
concerning  those  stones  which  were  rejected. 
All  these  received  the  name  of  the  Son  of 
God,  and  with  that  the  power  of  these  vir- 
gins. 

129  Having  therefore  received  these  spir- 
its, they  were  perfected,  and  brought  into  the 
number  of  the  servants  of  God ;  and  they  be- 
gan  to  be  one  body,  and  to  have  one  gar- 

Mviutem,  ment ;  for  they  were  *  endued  with  the  same 
tbe  Greek  rightcousncss,  which  they  alike  exercised. 
SaTthTt^e  130  But  after  that  they  beheld  these  wo- 
H^  ""^men  which  thou  sawest  clothed  with  a  black 
^T?^be^  garment,  with  their  shoulders  at  liberty  and 
their  hair  loose,  they  fixed  their  desires  upoB 
them,  l>eing  tempted  with  their  beauty ;   and 
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were  clothed  with  their  power,  and  cast  off 
the  clothing  of  the  virgins : 

131  Therefore  were  they  cast  off  from  the 
house  of  God,  and  delivered  to  those  women. 
But  they  that  were  not  corrupted  with  their 
beauty,  remained  in  the  house  of  God.  This, 
said  he,  is  the  signification  of  those  stones 
which  were  rejected. 

132  IT  And  I  said.  Sir,  what  if  any  of  these 
men  shall  repent,  and  cast  away  their  desire 
of  those  women,  and  be  converted,  and  return 
to  these  virgins,  and  put  on  again  their  virtue ; 
shall  they  not  enter  into  the  house  of  God  ? 
They  shall  enter,  said  he,  if  they  shall  lay 
aside  all  the  works  of  those  women,  and  shall 
resume  the  power  of  these  virgins,  and  shall 
walk  in  their  works. 

133  And  for  this  cause  there  is  a  stop  in* 
the  building,  that  if  they  shall  repent,  they 
may  be  added  to  the  building  of  this  tower; 
but  if  they  shall  not  repent,  that  others  may 
be  built  in  their  plficcs,  and  so  they  may  be 
utterly  cast  away. 

134  For  all  these  things  I  gave  thanks  unto 
the  Lord,  that  being  moved  with  mercy  to- 
wards all  those  upon  whom  his  name  is  called, 
he  sent  to  us  the  angel  of  repentance  to  pre- 
side over  us  who  have  sinned  against  him; 
and  that  he  has  refreshed  our  spirits  which 
were  almost  gone,  and  who  had  no  hope  of 
salvation,  but  are  now  refreshed  to  the  renewal 
of  life. 

135  Then  I  said.  Show  me  now,  sir,  why 
this  tower  is  not  built  upon  the  ground,  but 
upon  a  rock,  and  upon  the  gate  ?  He  replied, 
Thou  art  foolish  and  without  understanding, 
therefore  thou  askest  this.  * 

136  And  I  said,  Sir,  I  must  needs  ask  all 
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thin^  of  you,  because  I  understand  nothing 
at  all.  For  all  your  answers  are  great  and 
excellent ;  and  which  a  nMin  can  hardly  un- 
derstand. 

137  Hear,  said  ho :  The  name  of  the  Son 
of  God  is  great  and  without  bounds,  and  the 
whole  world  is  supported  by  it.  If,  therefore, 
said  I,  every  creature  of  God  be  sustained  by 
his  Son,  why  should  he  not  support  those  also 
who  have  been  invited  by  him,  and  who  carry 
hisnam.e,  and  walk  in  his  commandments  ? 

138  Scest  thou  not,  said  he,  that  he  doth 
support  them,  who  with  all  their  heart  bear  his 
name  ?  He  therefore  is  their  foundation,  and 
gladly  supports  those  who  do  not  deny  his 
name,  but  willingly  bear  it 

139  IT  And  I  said.  Sir,  tell  me  the  names  of 
^lese  virgins,  and  of  those  women  that  were 
clothed  with  the  black  garment 

140  Hear,  said  he,  the  names  of  those  vir- 
gins which  are  the  more  powerful,  and  stand  at 
3ie  corners  of  the  gate.  These  are  their 
names : 

<  origen.  1^1  ^^^  ^^®*  ^^  called  '  Faith  ;  the  second, 
Boij,  li  in  Continence ;  the  third.  Power;  the  fourth,  Pa- 
tience ;  the  rest  which  stand  beneath  these 
are.  Simplicity,  Innocence,  Chastity,  Cheer- 
fulness, Truth,  Understanding,  Concord, 
Charity. 

142  Whosoever  therefore  bear  these  names, 
and  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  shall  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

143  Hear  now,  said  he,  the  names  of  those 
women,  which  were  clothed  with  the  black 
garment  Of  these,  four  are  the  principal : 
the  first  is  Perfidiousness  ;  the  second.  Incon- 
tinence; the  third.  Infidelity;  the  fourth. 
Pleasure* 
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144  And  the  rest  which  follow  are  called 
thus :  Sadness,  Malice,  Lust  Anger,  Lying, 
Foolishness,  Pride,  and  Hatred.  The  ser- 
vant of  God,  which  carries  these  spirits,  shall 
see  indeed  the  kingdom  of  God,  but  he  shall 
not  enter  into  it. 

145  But,  sir,  what  are  those  stones  which 
were  taken  out  of  the  deep,  and  fitted  into  the 
building  ?  The  ten,  said  he,  which  were  pla^ 
eed  at  the  foundation,  are  the  first  age ;  the 
following  fivo-and-twenty,  the  second,  of  rights 
eous  men. 

146  The  next  thirty-five  are  the  prophets 
and  ministers  of  the  Lord.  And  the  forty  are 
the  Apostles  and  doctors  of  the  preaching  of 
the  Son  of  God. 

147  And  I  said.  Sir,  why  did  the  virgins 
put  even  those  stones  into  the  building  after 
they  were  carried  through  the  gate  ?  And  he 
said.  Because  these  first  carried  those  spirits, 
and  they  departed  not  one  from  the  other, 
neither  the  men  from  the  spirits,  nor  the  spir- 
its from  the  men. 

148  But  the  spirits  were  joined  to  those 
men  even  to  the  day  of  their  death ;  who  if 
they  had  not  had  these  spirits  with  them,  they 
could  not  have  been  useful  to  the  building  of 
this  tower. 

149  And  1  said.  Sir,  show  me  this  further. 
He  answered.  What  dost  thou  ask  ?  Why  did 
these  stones  come  out  of  the  deep,  and  were 
placed  in  the  building  of  this  tower,  seeing 

that  they  long  ago  carried  those  "*  holy  spir-  ^"SSi 
its? 

150  "  It  was  necessary,  said  he,  for  themoJ«Mw^ 
to  ascend  by  water,  that  they  might  be  atrest.**- 

For  they  could  not  otherwise  enter  into  the 
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kingdom  of  God,  but  by  laying  aside  the  mor 
tality  of  their  former  life. 

151  They,  therefore,  being  dead,  were  nev- 
ertheless sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  Son  of 
God,  and  so  entered  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

152  For  before  a  man  receives  the  name 
of  the  Son  of  God,  he  is  ordained  unto  death; 
but  when  he  receives   that  seal,  he  is  freed 

•  Tnditiir,  from  death,  and  "  assigned  unto  life. 

dtiiTarwL        jgg  j^^^  ^j^^^  g^^j  -g  ^j^^  water  of  baptism, 

into  which  men  go  down  under  the  obligation 
unto  death,  but  come  up  appointed  unto  life. 
154  Wherefore  to  those  also  was  this  seal 
«7/iiSt!?n'  preached,  and  they  made  use  of  it,  that  they 
cSim.7iS  weight  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 
^^  155  And  I  said,  Why  then,  sir,  did  these 

forty  stones  also  ascend  with  them  out  of  the 
deep,  having  already  received  that  seal  ? 
fvwaam.  156  He  answered,  'Because  these  Apos- 
AiM.  sttom.  ti^g  ^^^  teachers,  who  preached  the  name  of 
the  Son  of  God,  dying  after  they  had  received 
his  faith  and  power,  preached  to  them  who 
were  dead  before,  and  they  gave  this  seal  to 
them. 

157  They  went  down  therefore  into  the  wa- 
ter with  them,  and  again  came  up.  But  these 
went  down  whilst  they  were  alive,  and  came 
up  again  alive ;  whereas  those  who^were  be- 
fore dead,  went  down  dead,  but  came'up  alive. 

158  Through  these  therefore  they  received 
life,  and  knew  the  Son  of  God  :  for  which 
cause  they  came  up  with  them,  and  were  fit  to 
come  into  the  building  of  the  tower,  and  were 
not  cut,  but  put  in  entire  ;  because  they  died 
in  righteousness,  and  in  great  purity ;  only 
this  seal  was  wanting  to  them. 

159  Thus  you  have  the  explication  of  these 
things. 
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160  IT  I  answered,  Sir,  tell  me  now  what 
concerns  those  mountains,  why  they  are  so 
different ;  some  of  one  form,  and  some  of 
another. 

161  Hear,  said  he :  These  twelve  moun- 
tains which  thou  secst,  are  twelve  nations, 
which  make  up  the  whole  world.  Wherefore 
the  Son  of  God  is  preached  to  them,  by  those 
whom  he  sent  unto  them. 

162  But  why,  said  I,  are  they  different,  and 
every  one  of  a  figure  ?     He  replied.  Heark- 
en.    Those  twelve  nations  which  possess  the 
whole  world,  are  twelve  people. 

163  And  as  thou  hast  beheld  these  moun- 
tains different,  so  are  they.  I  will  therefore 
open  to  thee  the  meaning  and  actions  of  every 
mountain. 

164  But  first,  sir,  said  I,  show  me  this :  See- 
ing these  mountains  are  so  different,  how  have 
they  agreed  into  the  building  of  this  tower ; 
and  been  brought  to  one  colour ;  and  are  no 
less  bright  than  those  which  came  out  of  the 
deep? 

165  Because,  replied  he,  all  the  nations 
which  are  under  heaven,  have  heard  and  be* 
lieved  in  the  same  one  name  of  the  Son  of 
God,  by  whom  they  are  called. 

166  Wherefore,  having  received  his  seal, 
they  have  all  been  made  partakers  of  the  same 

*^ understanding   and  'knowledge,   and    their; 
faith  and  charity  have  been  the  same ;  and 
they  have  carried  the  spirits  of  these  virgins 
together  with  his  name. 

167  And  therefore  the  building  of  this  tow- 
er appeared  to  bo  of  the  same  colour,  and  did 
shine  like  the  brightness  of  the  sun. 

168  But  after  that  they  had  thus  agreed  in 
one  mind,  there  began  to  bo  one  body  of  them 
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all :  howbeit  some  of  them  polluted  them^^ 
selves,  and  were  cast  off  from  the  kind  of  the 
righteous^  and  again  returned  to  their  former 
state,  and  became  even  worse  than  they  weiv 
before. 

169  IT  How,  said  I,  sir,  were  they  worse 
who  knew  the  Lord?  He  answered,  If  he 
who  knows  not  the  Lord  liveth  wickedly,  the 
punishment  of  wickedness  attends  him. 

170  But  he  who  has  known  the  Lord,  ought 
to  abstain  altogether  from  all  wickedness,  and 
more  and  more  to  be  the  servant  of  righteous- 
ness. 

171  And  does  not  he  then  seem  to  thee  ta 
sin  more  who  ought  to  follow  goodness,  if  he 
shall  prefer  the  part  of  sin,  than  he  who  offends 

'L«.  virta  without  knowing  the  '  power  of  God  T 
"**  172  Wherefore  these  are  indeed  ordained 

unto  death ;  but  they  who  have  known  the 
Lord,  and  have  seen  his  wonderful  works,  if 
they  shall  live  wickedly,  they  shall  be  doubly 
punished,  and  shall  die  for  ever. 

173  As  therefore  thou  hast  seen  that  after 
the  stones  were  cast  out  of  the  tower,  which 
had  been   rejected,   they  wei^  delivered  to^ 
wicked  and  cruel  spirits ;  and  thou  beheldesi 
the  tower  so  cleansed,  as  if  it  had  all  been 
-     Hiade  of  one  stone : 
•  vidorig.      174  "So  the  church  of  God,  when  it  shall 
Fhiio^  a  jjg  purified  (the  '  wicked  and  counterfeits,  the 
•S;Su,^  "mischievous  and  doubtful,  and  all  that  have 
behaved  themselves  wickedly  in  it,  aMd  com- 
mitted divers  kinds  of  sin,  being  cast  out,) 
shall  become  one  body,  and  there  shall  be  one 
anderstanding,  one  opinion,  one  faith,  and  the 
same  charity : 
175  And  then  shall  the  Son  of  God  rejoice- 
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among  them,  and  shall  receive  his  people  with 
a  pure  will. 

176  And  I  said,  Sir,  all  these  things  are 
^reat  and  honourable:  but  now  show  unto 
«ie  the  effect  and  force  of  every  mountain; 
that  every  soul  which  trusteth  in  the  Lord, 
when  it  shall  hear  these  things,  may  honour 
hia  great,  and  wonderful,  and  holy  name. 

177  Hear,  said  he,  the  variety  of  these 
mountains,  that  is,  of  the  twelve  nations. 

178  IT  They  who  have  believed  of  the  first 
mountain,  which  is  black,  are  those  who  have 
revolted  from  the  faith,  and  spoken  wicked 
things  against  the  Lord,  and  betrayed  the  ser- 
vants of  God. 

179  These  are  condemned  to  death  ;  there 
is  no  repentance  for  them  :  and  therefore  they 
^re  black,  because  their  kind  is  wicked. 

180  Of  the  second  mountain,   which  was 
smooth,  are  the  '  hypocrites,  who  have  believ-  •  peifMi. 
«ed,   and   the  teachers   of   naughtiness  ^  and 
these  are  next  to  the  foregoing,  which  have 

not  in  them  the  fruit  of  righteousness. 

181  For  as  their  mountain  is  barren,  and 
without  fruit,  so  also  such  kind  of  men  have 
indeed  the  name  of  Christians,  but  are  empty 
of  faith,  nor  is  there  any  fruit  of  the  truth 
in  them. 

182  Nevertheless  there  is  room  left  to  them 
for  repentance,  if  they  shall  suddenly  pursue 
it ;  but  if  they  shall  delay,  they  also  shall  be 
partakers  of  death  with  the  foregoing  kind. 

183  I  said.  Sir,  why  is  there  room  left  to 
those  for  repentance,  and  not  to  the  foregoing 
kind,  seeing  their  sins  are  well  nigh  the  same  ? 

184  There  is  therefore,  said  he,  to  these  a 
return  unto  life  by  repentance,  because  they 
have  not  blasphemed  against  their  Lord,  nor 
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betrayed  the  servants  of  God :  but  by  their 
desire  of  gain  have  deceived  men,  leading  th^n^ 
according  to  the  lusts  of  sinners  ;  wherefore* 
they  shall  suffer  for  thjs  thing. 

185  Howbeit  there  is  still  left  them  room 
for  repentance,  because  they  have  not  spoken 
any  thing  wickedly  against  their  Lord. 

186  IT  They  who  arc  of  the  third  mountain, 
which  had  thorns  and  brambles,  are  those  who 
believed,  but  were  some  of  them  rich,  others 
taken  up  with  many  affairs :  the  brambles  are 
their  riches ;  the  thorns,  those  affairs  in  which 
they  were  engaged. 

187  Now  they  who  are  entangled  in  much 
business,  and  in  diversity  of  affairs,  join  not 
themselves  to  the  servants  of  God,  but  wander, 
being  called  away  by  those  affairs  with  which 
they  are  choked. 

188  And  so  they  which  are  rich,  with  diffi- 
OM:Mw.culty  yield  themselves  to  the  ^conversation  of 
^**^'*       the  servants  of  God ;  fearing  lest  any  thing 

should  be  asked  of  them.  These  therefore 
shall  hardly  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

189  For  as  men  walk  with  difficulty  bare- 
foot over  thorns,  even  so  these  kind  of  men 
shall  scarcely  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

190  Nevertheless  there  is  afforded  to  all 
these  a  return  unto  repentance  ;  if  that  they 
shall  quickly  return  to  it ;  that  because  in  their 
former  days  they  have  neglected  to  work,  in 
the  time  that  is  to  come  they  may  do  some 
good. 

191  If  therefore,  having  repented,  they  shall 
do  the  works  of  righteousness,  they  shall  live : 
but  if  they  shall  continue  in  their  evil  courses, 
they  shall  be  delivered  to  those  women  that 
will  take  away  their  life. 

192  IT  As  for  the  fourth  mountain,  which 
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had  many  herbs,  the  upper  part  of  which  is 
green,  but  the  roots  dry,  and  some  of  which, 
being  touched  with  the  heat  of  the  sun,  are 
withered ; 

193  It  denotes  the  doubtful,  who  have  be- 
lieved, and  some  others  who  carry  the  Lord 
in  their  tongues,  but  have  him  not  in  their 
heart ;  therefore  their  grass  is  dry,  and  with- 
out root;  because  they  live  only  in  words,  but 
their  works  are  dead* 

194  These  therefore  are  neither  dead  nor 
living,  and  withal  are  doubtful.  For  the  doubt- 
ful arc  neither  green  nor  dry ;  that  is,  neither 
dead  nor  alive. 

195  For  as  the  herbs  dry  away  at  the  sight 
of  the  sun ;  so  the  doubtful,  as  soon  as  they 
hear  of  persecution,  and  fear  inconveniences, 
return  to  their  idols,  and  again  serve  theia, 
and  are  ashamed  to  bear  the  name  of  their 
Lord. 

196  This  kind  of  men  then  is  neither  dead 
nor  alive ;  nevertheless  these  also  may  live,  if 
they  shall  presently  repent :  but  if  not,  they 
shall  be  delivered  to  those  women,  who  shall 
take  away  their  life. 

197  IF  As  concerning  the  fifth  mountain, 
that  is  craggy,  and  yet  has  green  grass ;  they 
are  of  this  kind  who  have  believed,  and  are 
faithful  indeed,  but  believe  with  difficulty ;  and 
are  bold,  and  self-conceited;  that  would  be 
thought  to  know  all  things,  but  really  know 
iLOthing. 

198  Wherefore,  by  reason  of  this  confi- 
dence, knowledge  is  departed  from  them; 
and  a  rash  presumption  is  entered  into  them. 

199  But  they  carry  themselves  high,  and  as 
prudent  men ;  and  though  they  are  fools,  yet 
would  seem  to  be  teachers* 

35* 
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200  Now,  by  reason  of  this  folly  many  of 
theip,  whilst  they  magnify  themselves,  are  be- 
come vain  and  empty.     For  boldness  and  vain 

Jj^ShSi.  confidence  is  a  *  very  evil  spirit. 

201  Wherefore  many  of  these  are  cast  away; 
but  others,  acknowledging  their  error,  have  re- 
pented, and  submitted  themselves  to  those  who 
are  knowing : 

202  And  to  all  the  rest  of  this  kind  there  is 
repentance  allowed ;  forasmuch  as  they  were 
not  so  much  wicked  as  foolish  and  void  of  un- 
derstanding. 

203  If  these  therefore  shall  repent,  they 
shall  live  unto  God ;  but  if  not,  they  shall  dwell 
with  those  women,  who  shall  exercise  their 
wickedness  upon  them. 

204  IT  For  what  concerns  the  sixth  moun- 
tain, having  greater  and  lesser  clefts,  they  are 
such  as  have  believed ;  but  those  in  which  were 
lesser  clefts  are  they  who  have  had  controver- 
sies among  themselves ;  and  by  reason  of  their 
quarrels  languish  in  the  faith  : 

205  Nevertheless  many  of  these  have  re- 

Eented,  and  so  will  the  rest  when  they  shall 
ear  my  commands ;  for  their  controversies 
arc  but  small,  and  they  will  easily  return  unto 
repentance. 

206  But  those  who  have  the  greater  clefts, 
will  be  as  stiff  stones,  mindful  of  grudges  and 
offences,  and  fall  of  anger  among  themselves. 
These  therefore  are  cast  from  the  tower,  and 
refused  to  be  put  into  its  building ;  for  this  kind 
of  men  shall  hardly  live. 

207  Our  God  and  Lord,  who  ruleth  over 
all  things,  and  has  power  over  all  his  creatures, 
will  not  remember  our  offences,  but  is  easily 
appeased  by  those  who  confess  their  sins :  but 
man,  being  languid,  mortal,  infirm,  and  full  of 
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sins,  perseveres  in  his  anger  against  man ;  as 
if  it  were  in  his  power  to  save  or  to  destroy 
him. 

208  But  I5  as  the  angel  who  am  set  over 
your  repentance,  admonish  you,  that  whoso- 
ever among  you  has  any  such  purpose,  ho 
should  lay  it  aside,  and  return  unto  repent- 
ance ;  and  the  Lord  will  heal  your  former  sins, 
if  you-  shall  purge  yourselves  from  this  evil 
spirit ;  but  if  you  shall  not  do  it,  ye  shall  be 
delivered  to  him  unto  death. 

209  IT  As  for  the  seventh  mountain,  in 
which  the  grass  was  green  and  flourishing, 
and  the  whole  mountain  fruitful,  and  all  kind 
of  cattle  fed  upon  the  grass  of  it ;  and  the 
more  the  grass  was  eaten,  so  much  the  more 
it  flourished ; 

210  They  arc  such  as  believed,  and  were 
always  good  and  upright;  and  without  any 
differences  among  themselves,  but  still  rejoic- 
ed in  the  servants  of  God,  having  put  on  the 
spirit  of  these  virgins ;  and  been  always  for- 
ward to  show  mercy  to  all  men,  readily  giving 
to  all  men  of  their  labours  without  upbraiding, 
and  without  deliberation. 

211  Wherefore  the  Lord,  seeing  their  sim- 
plicity and  "innocence, has  increased  them  in**'***^' 
the  works  of  their  hands,  and  given  them  grace 

in  all  their  works. 

212  But  I,  who  am  the  angel  appointed 
over  your  repentance,  exhort  you,  that  as  ma- 
ny as  are  of  this  kind  would  continue  in  the 
same  purpose,  that  your  seed  may  not  be  root- 
ed out  forever. 

213  For  the  Lord  hath  tried  you,  and  writ- 
ten you  into  our  number ;  and  all  your  seed 
shall  dwell  with  the  Son  of  God ;  for  ye  are 
all  of  his  spirit. 
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214  H  As  concerning  the  eighth  mountain 

in  which  were  a  great  many  springs,  by  which 

e?ery  kind  of  all  the  creatures  of  God  was 

watered ;  they  are  such  as  have  believed  the 

Apostles  which  the  Lord  sent  into  all  the  world 

to  preach.  . 

ois.Ljun^     215  And  *  some  of  them,  being  teachers, 

i>oetowj*"have  preached  and  taught  purely  and  sincere- 

S5W  'ly,  and  have  not  in  the  least  yielded  to  any 

evil  desires,  but  have  constantly  walked  in 

righteousness  and  truth. 

216  These  therefore  have  their  conversa- 
tion among  the  angels. 

217  IT  Again ;  as  for  what  concerns  the 
ninth  mountain,  which  is  desert,  and  full  of 
serpents  ;  they  are  such  as  have  believed,  but 
had  many  stains : 

218  These  are  such  ministers  as  discharge 
their  ministry  amiss;  ravishing  away  the 
goods  of  the  widows  and  fatherless ;  and 
serve  themselves,  not  others,  out  of  those 
things  which  they  have  received. 

219  These,  if  they  continue  in  their  covet- 
ousness,  have  delivered  themselves  unto  death, 
nor  shall  there  be  any  hope  of  life  for  them. 
But  if  they  shall  be  converted,  and  shall  dis- 
charge their  ministry  sincerely,  they  may 
live. 

220  As  for  those  which  were  found  rough ; 
they  are  such  as  have  denied  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  not  returned  again  to  the  Lord,  but 
have  become  savage  and  wild ;  not  applying 
themselves  to  the  servants  of  God,  but  being 
separated  from  them,  have  for  a  little  careful- 
ness lost  their  lives. 

221  For  as  a  vine  that  is  forsaken  in  a 
hedge,  and  never  dressed,  perishes  and  is 
choked  by  the  weeds,  and  in  time  becoubss 
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wild,  and  ceases  to  be  useful  to  its  lord,  so  this 
kind  of  men,  despairing  of  themselves,  and 
tieing  soured,  have  begun  to  be  unprofitable 
to  their  lord. 

22  Howbeit  to  these  there  is,  after  all,  re- 
pentance allowed,  if  they  shall  not  be  found 
from  their  hearts  to  have  denied  Christ :  but 
if  any  of  these  shall  be  found  to  have  denied 
him  from  his  heart,  I  cannot  tell  whether  such 
a  one  can  attain  unto  life. 

223  I  say  therefore,  that  if  any  one  hath 
denied,  he  should  in  these  days  return  unto 
repentance  ;  for  it  cannot  be  that  any  one  who 
now  denies  the  Lord,  can  afterwards  attain 
unto  salvation :  nevertheless  repentance  is 
proposed  unto  them,  who  have  formerly  de- 
nied. 

224  But  he  who  will  repent,  must  hasten  on 
his  repentance,  before  the  building  of  this 
tower  is  finished :  otherwise,  he  shall  be  de- 
livered by  those  women  unto  death. 

225  But  they  that  are  maimed,  are  the  de- 
ceitful :  and  those  who  mix  w  ith  one  another, 
these  are  the  serpents  that  you  saw  mingled 
in  that  mountain. 

226  For  as  the  poison  of  serpents  is  dead- 
ly unto  men,  so  the  words  of  such  persons  in- 
fect and  destroy  men.  They  are  therefore 
maimed  in  their  faith,  by  reason  of  that  kind 
of  life  which  they  lead. 

227  Howbeit  t^^ome  of  them,  having  repent- 
ed, have  been  saved ;  and  so  shall  others  of 
the  same  kind  be  also  saved,  if  they  shall  re- 
pent;«  but  if  not,  they  shall  die  by  those  wo- 
men whose  power  and  force  they  possess. 

228  H  For  what  concerns  the  tenth  moun- 
tain, in  which  were  the  trees  covering  the  cat- 
tle, they  are  such  as  have  believed ;  and  some 
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» •* 

of  tbem  been  bishops,  that  is,  governors  of 
the  churches. 

229  Others  are  such  stones  as  have  not 
feignedly,  but  with  a  cheerful  mind,  entertain- 
ed the  servants  of  God. 

230  Then  such  as  have  been  set  over  infe- 
rior ministries ;  and  have  protected  the  poor 
and  the  widows;  and  have  always  kept  a 
chaste  conversation ;  therefore  they  also  are 
protected  by  the  Lord. 

231  Whosoever  shall  do  in  this  wise,  are 
honoured  with  the  Lord ;  and  their  place  is 
among  the  angels,  if  they  shall  continue  to 
obey  the  Lord  even  unto  the  end. 

232  %  As  to  the  eleventh  mountain,  in  which 
were  trees  loaded  with  several  sorts  of  fruits ; 
they  are  such  as  have  believed,  and  suffered 
death  for  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  and  have 
endured  with  a  ready  mind,  and  have  given 
up  their  lives  with  all  their  hearts. 

233  And  I  said,  Why  then,  sir,  Jiave  aU 
these  fruit  indeed,  but  yet  some  fairer  than 
others  ? 

234  Hearken,  said  he :  Whosoever  have 
Buffered  for  the  n^me  of  the  Lord  are  esteem- 
ed honourable  by  the  Lord  ;  and  all  their  of- 
fences are  blotted  out,  because  they  have 
suffered  death  for  the  name  of  the  Son  of 
Ood. 

235  Hear,  now,  why  their  fruits  are  differ- 
ent, and  some  of  them  excel  others,  they  who 
being  brought  before  magistrates,  and  being 
asked,  denied  not  the  Lord,  but  suffered  with 
a  ready  mind ;  these  are  more  hono^irable 
with  the  Lord.  The  fruits  therefore  that  are 
the  most  fair  are  these. 

236  But  they  who  were  fearful  and  doubt- 
ful, and  have  deliberated  with  themselves  whe- 
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iher  they  should  confess  or  deny  Christ,  and 
yet  have  suffered ;  their  fruits  are  smaller,  be- 
cause that  this  thought  came  into  their  hearts. 

237  For  it  is  a  wicked  and  evil  thought  for 

a  servant  to  deliberate  whether  he  should  de-   . 
ny  his  master.     Take  heed,  therefore,  ye  who 
have  such  thoughts,  that  this  mind  continue 
not  in  you,  and  ye  die  unto  God. 

238  But  ye  who  suffer  death  for  his  name 
sake,  ought  to  honour  the  Lord,  that  be  has 
esteemed  you  worthy  to  bear  his  name  ;  and 
that  you  should  be  delivered  from  all  your 
sins. 

239  And  why  therefore  do  you  not  rather 
esteem  yourselves  happy  ?  Yea,  think  verily 
that  if  any  one  among  you  suffer,  he  performs 
a  great  work  ?  For  the  Lord  giveth  you  life, 
and  ye  understand  it  not.  For  your  offences 
did  oppress  you  ;  and  if  you  had  not  suffered 
for  his  name  sake,  ye  had  now  been  dead  un- 
to the  Lord. 

240  Wherefore  I  speak  this  unto  you  who 
deliberate  whether  ye  should  confess  or  deny 
him :  confess  that  ye  have  the  Lord  for  your 
God  ;  lest  at  any  time,  denying  him,  ye  be  de- 
livered over  into  bonds. 

241  For  if  all  nations  punish  their  servants 
which  deny  their  masters,  what  think  you  that 
the  Lord  will  do  unto  you,  who  has  the  power 
of  all  things  ? 

242  Remove  therefore  out  of  your  hearts 
these  doubts,  that  ye  may  live  forever  unto 
God. 

243  As  for  the  twelfth  mountain,  which 
was  white,  they  arc  such  as  have  believed  like 
sincere  children,  into  whose  thoughts  there 
never  came  any  malice ;  nor  have  they  ever 
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known  what  sin  was,  but  have  always  contin^ 
ued  in  their  integrity. 

244  Wherefore  this  kind  of  men  shall  with- 
out all  doubt  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  be- 
cause they  have  never  in  any  thing  defiled  the 
commandments  of  God,  but  have  continued 
with  sincerity  in  the  same  condition  all  the 
days  of  their  life. 

245  Whosoever  therefore,  said  he,  shall 
continue  as  children  without  malice,  shall  be 
more  honourable  than  all  those  of  whom  I 
have  yet  spoken ;  for  all  such  children  are 
honoured  by  the  Lord,  and  esteemed  the  first 
of  all. 

246  Happy  therefore  are  ye  who  shall  re- 
move all  malice  from  you,  and  put  on  inno- 
cence ;  because  ye  shall  first  see  the  Lord. 

247  And  after  he  had  thus  ended  his  expli- 
cation of  all  the  mountains,  I  said  unto  him, 
Sir,  show  me  now  also  what  concerns  the 
stones  that  were  brought  out  of  the  plain,  and 
put  into  the  tower  in  the  room  of  those  that 
were  rejected : 

248  As  also  concerning  those  round  stones 
which  were  added  into  the  building  of  the  tow- 
er ;  and  also  of  those  which  still  continued 
round. 

249  IT  Hear  now,  says  he,  concerting  those 
stones  which  were  brought  out  of  the  plain 
into  the  building  of  the  tower,  and  placed  in 
the  room  of  those  that  were  rejected  :  they  are 
the  roots  of  that  white  mountain. 

250  Wherefore,  because  those  who  have 
believed  of  that  mountain  were  very  innocent, 
the  lord  of  this  tower  commanded  that  they 
which  were  of  the  roots  of  this  mountain 
should  be  placed  into  the  building* 
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"251  Pot  he  knew  that  if  they  were  put  into 
this  building,  diey  would  continue  bright ;  iK)r 
would  any  of  them  any  more  be  made  black. 

252  But  if  he  had  added  on  this  manner 

from  the  rest  of  the  mountains,  he  would  'al*<M8.Laro^ 
most  have  needed  again  to  visit  this  tower  and][^^b!ir 
to  cleanse  it.  *******' 

253  Now  all  these  white  stones  are  the 
young  men  who  have  believed,  or  shall  bdieve ; 
for  they  are  all  of  the  same  kind.  Happy  is 
this  kind,  because  it  is  innocent 

254  Hear  now  also  concerning  those  round 
and  bright  stones  :  all  these  are  of  this  white 
mountam.  But  they  are  therefore  found 
round,  because  their  riches  have  a  little  dark- 
ened them  from  the  truth,  ^nd  dazzled  their 
eyes: 

255  Howbeit  they  have  never  departed 
from  the  Lord,  nor  has  any  wicked  word  pro- 
ceeded out  of  their  mouths ;  but  all  righteous- 
ness, and  virtue,  and  truth. 

256  When  therefore  the  Lord  saw  their 
mind,  and  that  thev  might  adorn  the  truth,  he 
commanded  that  they  should  continue  good, 
and  that  their  riches  should  be  pared  arway : 

257  For  he  would  not  have  them  taken 
wholly  away,  to  the  end  they  might  do  some 
good  with  that  which  was  left,  ami  live  unto 
Ood  ;  because  they  also  are  of  a  ^ood  kind. 

268  Therefore  was  there  a  little  cut  off 
from  them,  and  so  they  were  put  into  the 
fbuilding  of  this  tower. 

259  a  As  for  the  redt  which  continued  still 
around,  and  were  not  found  fit  for  the  building 
^  of  this  tower,  because  they  have  not  yet  re-Ji^^iiU^ 
xeived  the  seal;  they  were  carried  back  to *''^**'*^ 
their  place,  because  they  were  found  very 
iround. 

36 
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260  Bat  this  present  world  must  be  cut 
away  from  them,  and  the  vanities  of  their  rich* 
es ;  and  then  they  will  be  fit  for  the  kinffdora 
of  God»  For  they  must  enter  into  tlie  king- 
dom of  God,  because  God  has  blessed  this  in* 
nocent  kind. 

261  Of  this  kind  therefore  none  shall  fall 
away ;  for  though  any  of  them,  being  tempted 
by  the  devil,  should  offend,  he  shall  soon  re* 
turn  to  his  Lord  God 

262  I,  the  angel  of  repentance,  esteem  you 
happy,  whosoever  are  innocent  as  little  chil- 
dren, because  your  portion  is  good  aad  ho&* 
ourable  with  the  Lord. 

263  And  I  say  unto  all  you  who  have  receiv- 
ed this  seal ;  Keep  simplicity,  and  remember 
not  the  offences  which  are  committed  against 
you,  nor  continue  in  malice,  or  in  bitterness, 
through  the  memory  of  offences. 

'JfSk^^  264  '  But  become  one  spirit,  and  provide 
!^m  fie- remedies  for  these  evil  rents,  and  remove  them 
Sl^'^from  you ;  that  the  lord  of  the  sheep  may  re- 
iutto^tojoice  ^ at  it ;  'for  he  will  recite,  if  he  shall 

remdlnf,  "km  fiud  all  whole. 

ym«rea»  or  265  But  if  auy  of  thes6  shcep  shall  be  fouud 
/  MS.  LuDb.  scattered  away,  wo  shall  be  to  the  shepherds : 
StoT^onbut  and  if  the  sbepherds  themselves  shall  be 
^^^^*  <«.  scattered,  what  will  they  aaswer  i  to  "  the  leord 
Tm  Anu-^f  'he  sheepfold  ?  Will  they  say  that  thev 
.Horn.   were,  troubled  by  the  sheep  ?    But  they  shall 


hQr.  Toac-not  be  believed* 

^wJT  266  For  it  is  an  incredible  thtuff  that  the 
shepherd  should  suffer  by  his  flodk ;  and  he 
shall  be  the  more  punished  fov  his  lie« 

267  Now  I  am  the  shepherd;;  aadl  espe- 
cially must  give  an  account  of  you»» 

268  IT  Wherefore  take  cue  of  yoorselKM 
whilst  the  tower  is  yet  building.    The. Lord 
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dwells  in  those  that  love  peace ;  for  peaco  is 
beloved ;  but  he  is  far  off  from  the  conten- 
tious^  and  those  who  are  '  full  of  malice.  i5i£l?i^ 

269  Wherefore  restore  unto  him  the  spirit 
entire,  as  ye  received  it.  ^  For  if  thou  shalt-^JSJSfc. 
^ive  unto  a  fuller  a  garment  new  and  whole, 
thou  wilt  expect  to  receive  it  whole  again :  if 
therefore  the  fuUer  shall  restore  it  unto  thee 
torn,  wouUest  thou  receive  it  ? 

270  WouWest  thou  not  presently  be  angry, 
and  reproach  him,  saying,  I  gave  my  garment 
to  thee  whole ;  why  hast  thou  rent  it,  and 
made  it  useless  to  me  ?  Now  it  is  of  no  use 
to  me,  by  reason  of  the  rent  which  thou  hast 
made  in  it.  Wouldest  thou  not  say  all  this  to 
a  fuller,  for  the  rent  which  he  made  in  thy 
garment  ? 

271  If  therefore  thou  wouldest  be  concern- 
ed for  thy  garment,  and  complain  that  thou 
hast  not  received  it  whole,  what  thinkest  thou 
that  the  Lord  will  do,  who  gave  his  spirit  to 
thee  entire,  and  thou  hast  rendered  him  alto- 
gether unprofitable,  so  that  he  can  be  of  no 
use  unto  his  Lord  ?  For  being  corrupted  by 
thee,  he  is  no  longer  profitable  to  him. 

272  Will  not  tliercfore  the  Lord  do  the  same 
concerning  his  Spirit,  by  reason  of  thy  deed  ? 
Undoubtedly,  said  I,  he  will  do  the  same  to  all 
those  whom  he  shall  find  to  continue  in  the 
remembrance  of  injuries. 

273  Tread  not  then  under  foot,  said  he,  his 
mercy ;  but  rather  honour  him,  because  he  is 
so  patient  with  respect  to  your  offences,  and 
not  like  one  of  you ;  but  repent,  for  that  will 
be  profitable  for  you. 

274  IT  All  these  things  which  are  above  writ- 
ten, I,  the  shepherd,  the  angel  of  repentance, 
have  shown  and  spoken  to  the  servants  ofGod. 
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275  If  therefore  ye  shall  believe  and  heark- 
en to  these  words,  aAd  shaU  walk  in  them,  and 
shall  correct  your  ways»  je  shall  live.  But  if 
ye  shall  continue  in  malice,  and  in  the  remem- 
brance of  injuries,  no  such  sinners  shall  live 
unto  God. 
276  AU  these  thiiigs^  which  were  to  be  spoken 
by  me,  I  have  thus  delivered  unto  you.  Then 
the  shepherd  said  untame,  Hast  thou  asked  all 
things  of  me  ?    I  answered,  Sir,  I  have. 

2T7  Why  then,  said  he,  hast  thou  not  asked 
concerning  the  spaces  of  these  stones  that 
were  put  m  the  building,  that  I  may  explain 
that  also  unto  thee  ?  I  answered,.  Sir,  1  for- 
got it.  Hear,  then,  said  he,  concerning  those 
also. 

278  They  are  those  who  have  now  heard 
these  commands,  and  have  repented  with  all 
their  hearts : 

279  And  when  the  Lord  saw  that  their  re- 
pentance was  good  and  pure,  and  that  they 
could  continue  in  it,  he  commanded  their  for- 
mer sins  to  be  blotted  out.  For  these  spaces 
were  their  sins,  and  they  are  therefore  made 
even  that  they  might  not  appear. 


SIMILITUDE  X. 

Of  repentance  and  alms-deedai 

AFTER  that  I  had  written  this  book,  the 
angel  which  had  delivered  me  to  that  shepherd, 
came  into  the  house  where  I  was,  and  sat  up- 
on the  bed,  and  that  shepherd  stood  at  hi& 
right  hand. 

2  Then  he  called  me  and  said  unto  me,I  de- 
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livered  thee  and  thy  house  to  this  shepherd, 
that  thou  mightest  be  protected  by  him.  I 
said,  Yes,  Lord. 

3  If  therefore,  said  he,  thou  wilt  be  protect- 
ed from  all  vexations  and  from  all  cruelty,  and 
have  success  in  every  good  word  and  work, 
and  have  all  virtue  and  righteousness,  walk  in 
those  commands  which  he  has  given  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  have  dominion  over  all  sin. 

4  For  if  thou  keepest  those  commands,  all 
the  lust  and  pleasure  of  this  present  world  shall 
be  subject  to  thee :  and  success  shall  follow 
thee  in  every  good  undertaking. 

5  Take  therefore  his  *  gravity  and  modesty 
towards  thee,  and  say  unto  all,  that  he  id  in 
great  honour  and  renown  with  God,  and  isa'^'*"**'*** 
'prince  of  great  authority,  and  powerful  in  his 
office. 

6  To  him  only  is  the  power  of  repentance 
committed  throughout  the  whole  world. 
Does  he  not  seem  to  thee  to  be  of  great  au- 
thority ? 

7  But  ye  despise  his  goodness,  and  the 
modesty  which  he  shows  towards  you. 

8  IT  I  said  unto  him.  Sir,  ask  him,  since  the 
time  that  he  came  into  my  house,  whether  I 
have  done  any  thing  disorderly,  or  have  of- 
fended him  in  any  thing  ? 

9  I  know,  said  he,  that  thou  hast  done 
nothing  disorderly,  neither  wilt  thou  hereafter 
do  any  such  thing;  and  therefore  I  speak 
these  things  with  thee  that  thou  mayest  per- 
severe ;  for  he  has  given  me  a  good  account 
concerning  thee. 

10  But  thou  shalt  speak  these  things  to  oth- 
ers, that  they  who  either  have  repented,  or  "^'^JL., 
shall  repent  "*may  be  like  minded  with  thee ;  «"*" 
and  he  may  give  me  as  good  an  account  of 
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them  alao,  and  I  may  do  the  aame  anta  tha 
Lord. 

Ill  answered,  Sir,  I  declare  to  aB  men  the 
wonderful  works  of  God ;  and  I  hope  that  all 
who  love  them  and  have  before  sinned,  when 
they  shall  hear  these  things^  will  repent,  and 
recover  life. 

1'2  Continue  therefore,,  said  he,  in  this  min- 
istry, and  fulfil  it.  And  whosoever  shall  do 
according  tathe  commands  of  this  sbephQrd,^ 
he  shall  hve ;  and  shall  have  great  honoui  botli 
here  and  with  the  Lord. 

13  But  they  that  shall  not  keep^  hia^  com*^ 
nandsy  flee  fiom  their  life,  and  are  advetsa- 
rieer  unto  it.  And  they  that  foHow  not  hicr 
eommandfrahaU  deliver  tbemsttves  unto  death  f- 
and  shall  be  every  one  guilty  of  his  own  bloods 

14  But  I  say  unto  thee.  Keep  these  comk 
iiiandment9>  and  thou  shak  find  a  cure  for  all 
thy  sins. 

"What  !■     15  1[  Moreover^  I  have  sent  "  thMe  virgina 
tS?^  ^  to  dwell  with  thee ;  for  I  have  seen  that  w^ 
CiMimu.  4re  very  kind  to  thee.     Theii  shalt  therefore 
2J'  *'  "^have  them  for  thy  helpers,  that  thou  mayasl 
the  better  keep  the  con\mands  which  he  had^ 
giyen  thee ;  for  these  cominands  cannot  ber 
kept  without  these  virgins. 
•MB.umb.     16  ^^A  'I  8^^  how  they  are  willing  (ft  be 
^'  .p.  with  thee;  and  I  will  also  command  them  that 
S^'^J^tbey  irtiall  not  all  depart  from  thy  howe, 
S toiC!^     l*!^  Only  do  thou  purify  thy  house  j  for  they 
wiilt  readily  dwell  in  a  clean  house.    For  tii€^ 
aM:  el^Bin  and  chaBte,  and  indwtrioui^;  tod 
all  of  them  have  grace  with  the  Loid. 

18  If,  therefore,  thou  shalt  have  thy  house 
naBe,  thcgr  will  abide  witili  theew  Bat  tf  it  s]^ 
^9r  never  sq  little  peUuted^  thsor  witt  lynmedi 
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ately  depart  from  tby  house ;  fev  thesa  TirgioB 
oannot  endure  any  manner  of  pollution. 

19  I  said  unto  him,  Sir,  I  hope  that  I  shall 
so  please  them,  that  they  shall  always  delight 
to  dwell  in  my  house.  And  as  he  to  whom  you 
haTe  committed  me^  makes  no  complaint  of 
me,  so  neither  shall  they  complain. 

20  Then  he  said  to  that  shepherd^  I  see  that 
the  servant  of  God  will  Uve  and  keep  these 
commandments,  and  place  these  virgins  in  a 
pure  habitation. 

21  When  he  \kSid  said  this,  be  delivered  me 
again  to  that  shepherd,  and  called  the  virgins^ 
and  said  unto  them,  Forasmuch  as  I  see  that 
ye  will  readily  dwell  in  this  raan^  house,  I 
commend  him  and  his  house  to  you,  that  ye 
poay  not  at  all  depart  from  his  hoqse.  And 
they  willingly  heard  these  words. 

22  H  Then  he  said  unto  me^  6o  on  man- 
fiilly  in  thy  ministry  ^  declare  to  all  men  the 
great  things  of  God,  and  thou  shalt  find  grace 
in  this  ministry. 

23  And  whosoever  shall  walk  in  these  com- 
mands, shall  live,  and  be  happy  in  his  life.  But 
he  that  shall  neglect  them  shall  not  live,  and 
shall  be  unhappy  in  his  life. 

24  Say  unto  all,  that  whosoever  can  do  well, 
cease  not  to  exercise  themselves  in  good 
works,  for  it  is  profitable  unto  them.    For  I 

'  would  that  all  men  should  be  delivered  from^sor 
the  inconveniences  they  lie  under. 

25  For  he  that  wants,  and  sufiers  incon- 
veniences in  his  daily  life,  is  in  great  torment 
and  necessity.  Whoever,  therefore,  delivers 
such  a  soul  from  necessity,  gets  great  joy  un- 
to himself. 

26  For  he  that  is  grieved  with  such  incon- 
veniences is  equaUy  tormented,  as  if  he  were 
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in  chains.  And  many,  upon  the  account  of 
such  calamities,  being  not  able  to  bear  them, 
have  chosen  even  to  destroy  themselves. 

27  He  therefore  that  knows  the  calamity  of 
such  a  man,  and  does  not  free  him  from  it, 
commits  a  great  sin,  and  is  guil^  of  his 
blood. 

28  Wherefore  exercise  yourselves  in  good 
works,  as  many  as  have  received  abili^  from 
the  Lord ;  lest  while  ye  delay  to  do  them,  the 
building  of  the  tower  be  finished ;  because  for 
your  sakes  the  building  is  stopped. 

29  Except  therefore  ye  shall  make  haste  to 
do  well,  the  tower  shall  be  finished,  and  ye 
shall  be  shut  out  of  it. 

30  And  after  he  had  thus  spoken  with  me, 
he  rose  up  from  the  bed,  and  departed,  taking 
the  shepherd  and  virgins  with  him. 

31  Howbeit  he  said  unto  me,  that  he  would 
send  back  the  shepherd  and  virgins  unto  my 
bouse-    Amen. 
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THAT  THE  PIECES  HERE  PUT  TOGETHER  ARE  ALD 
THAT  REMAIN  OF  THE  MOST  PRIMITIVE  AlTD 
APOSTOLICAL    ANTiaUITY. 

That  there  are  several  other  Treatises  pretended  to  have  been  writ, 
ten  within  the  compass  of  this  period,  bntnone  such  as  truly  come 
Mp  to  it.  Of  the  Epistle  of  our  SsTioor  Christ  to  Abgarot,  and 
the  occasion  of  it;  that  it  is  not  probable  that  any  such  letter  was 
written  by  him.  The  Epistles  ascribed  to  the  Vir^n  Mary,  spuri. 
ous.  So  is  the  Epistle  pretended  to  have  been  written  by  St.  Paul 
to  the  Laodiceans.  Of  the  acts,  the  goapeU  the  preaching,  and 
revelations  of  St.  Peter.  Of  the  liturgy  attributed  to  St.  Mat- 
thew, and  the  discourse  said  to  have  been  writteo  by  him  oon. 
ceming  the  nativity  of  the  blessed  Virgin.  Of  the  liturgies  as. 
eribed  to  St.  Peter,  St.  Mark,  and  St  Jsmes.  Of  the  gospels  at- 
tributed  to  several  of  the  Apostles.  Of  the  Apostles'  creed,  and 
the  canons  called  Apostolical.  Of  the  other  pieces  under  the 
names  of  St.  CTement  and  St.  Ignatius,  and  particularly  of  the- 
recognitions  and  epitome  of  Clement.  Of  the  History  of  the  life» 
miracles,  and  assumption  of  St.  John,  pretended  to  have  been 
written  by  Prochorus,  one  of  the  seven  Deacons.  Of  the  histo- 
ries of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  attributed  to  Linus,  Bishop  of  Rome. 
Of  the  lives  of  the  Apostles,  attributed  to  Abdias,  Bishop  of 
Babylon.  Of  the  EpisUes  of  St.  Martial.  Of  the  Passion  of  St. 
Andrew,  written  by  the  Presbyters  of  Achaia.  Of  the  works 
ascribed  to  Dionysius  the  Areopagite.  That,  upon  the  whole,  the 
pieces  here  put  together,  are  all  that  remain  of  the  Apostolical 
times,  after  the  books  of  the  holy  Scripture. 

1.  Having  said  thus  much  concerning  the  several 
pieces  here  put  U^ether,  and  the  authiH9  of  them,  it  is 
time  to  go  on  to  the  other  part  of  this  discourse,  and 
consider  what  may  be  fit  to  be  observed  concerning  them 
an  together,  as  they  are  now  set  forth  in  our  own  lan- 
guage, in  the  following  collection. 

3.  Now  the  first  thing  that  may  be  taken  notice  of 
is,  that  Ihe  fc^owing  collection  is  truly  what  the  title 
pretends  it  to  be,  a  lull  and  perfect  coUectioa  of  all  the 
genuine  writings  that  remain  to  us  of  the  Apostolical 
Fathers ;  and  carries  on  the  antiquity  of  the  church,. 
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from  the  time  of  the  holy  Scripture  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  Christ 

3.  To  make  this  the  more  evident,  it  will  be  necessa- 
ry for  me  to  consider,  what  those  other  writings  are 
which  some  have  endeavoured  to  raise  up  into  the  rank 
of  Apostolical  antiquity,  and  shew  that  they  are  indeed 
writings  either  of  no  credit  nor  authority  at  all,  or  at 
least  not  of  such  as  they  are  fiedsely  pretended  to  be. 
And  to  the  end  I  may  proceed  the  more  clearly  in  this 
inquiry,  I  will  divide  the  several  now  to  be  examined 
into  the  three  foQowing  ranks  :  the  first,  (tf  those  which 
ar«  antecedent  to  any  I  have  here  collected,  as  being 
pretended  to  have  been  written  either  by  our  Saviour 
Cbnai  himself  or  by  the  Virgin  Mary,  or  by  the  Apo»- 
tle9.  The  second^  of  such  other  tracts  as  are  ascribed 
to  some  of  those  Fatkers  whose  genuine  remains  Ih«ve 
h^e  put  together.  Ajid  the  third,  of  such  pieces  as  are 
sapd  to  have  been  written  by  some  other  authors  who 
lived  in  the  Apostolical  times ;  and  wrote,  if  we  will  be- 
lieve some  men,  several  books  much  more  considerable 
than  any  I  have  here  collected. 

4.  Of  the  first  of  these  kinds  is  thai  pretended  letter 
of  our  Uessed  Saviour  to  Abgarua,  king  of  Edessa,  a 

ik  vid.*Aii-  litde  city  of  Arabia,  ^  a  part  of  which  country  was  sub- 
u  BoMb.  p.  ject  to  him.  Now  this  may  seem  to  be  of  so  much  the 
^Wbo-  better  credit,  in  that  Eusebius^  tells  us  that  he  had  him- 
IS.  sdf  fiuthfuUy  translated  it  out  of  the  Sjrriac  language, 

as  he  found  it  in  the  archives  of  Bdessa*    Nor  was  it 


i.s.Ioiig  after,  that  Ephrsm,'^  a  deacon  of  that  churcht 
iiroper.p.made  mention  of  this  communication  betwe^i  our  Sa- 
viour and  Abgarus,  as  the  occasion  of  the  first  conver- 
sion of  that  place ;  and  exhorted  his  people  upon  thai 
account,  the  rath^  to  hold  fast  to  their  holy  professiim, 
^jii|«j^and  to  live  worthy  of  it.    Evagrius^  who  wrote  about 
Mk.  It.  Mp-two  hundred  years  after  this,  not  only  confirmed  all 
that  had  been  said  by  both  these,  bi^  added,  from  Pro- 
copus,  several  other  circumstances,  unknowoi  for  aught 
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appears  to  either  of  tban>;  partieullolyv  ^^^  cf  tbe  im^ 
(sesBioD  which  our  Savitmr  had  made  at  his  fue  upem 
aiuqpkiii,  andaent  to  that  piince;  which  ha  teUaus; 
waa  of  no  small  advantage  to  themin  the  defence  of 
itmr  town  against  Ghoaroes,  king  of^  Persia,  who-  by 
tUs  means  was  hindened  from  taking  of  it;  How  this 
^ircimistaiiee  camalo  be  added  to  dua  icialiaa,  or  by 
whom  it  wasfifst  iBmntedlcaBnot  telL  ButthatbolU 
the  intcKoiuae  reported  by  Busebnta  between' our  Sa^ 
viour  rad  this  prince,  and  the  report  of  this  pictwe  be- 
ing brought  to  him,  have  been  receivted  as  a  mato^  of 
unquestionable  tiuth  in  those  parts^  the  authority  of 
Oregorius  Abulpharius^'^  ^m  n^i  suffer  ua  to  dodi)t<:»BtitiD^ 
who  in  his  history  publnhed  by  our  learned  Dr.  Pocockvrvm*^  ^ 
both  recites  the  letters,  and  reeoids  the  story  m  terma 
very  litde  difier^t  from  what  the  Greek  writers  befora 
mentioned,  ha?e  done. 

6.  And  now,  since  the  ad^btkm  of  this  new  cireuin*>' 
stance,  to  the  <dd  acewnt  of  this  mattar ;  it  is  not  to  be^ 
wondered  if  the  patronsof  images  among  the  Ore^ 
fttm  henceforth  coatended  with  aU  earnestness  for  the 
truth  of  both.  Insomudi  that  we  find  they  instkuteil 
a  particular  fostiml  in  memory  oft  it,  August  the<  16th^ 
and  transcribed  at  large  the  wMebistory^  of  this  advent 
cure  into  their  lientton,  and  recited  it  vi/pon  h. 

6.  It  is,  t  suppose,  upon  the  aame>a€<MHuit  that-aonM 
<tf  our  bto'autboia,  tbougli  they>  do notoftrefto assert 
the  truth  of  this  stary,  are  yet  unwflliiig  to  deny  aHr 
credit  to  it    Baroniuso  reports  both  the  rdacion  andoAimU. 
the  Epistle  from  Eusebius,  but  wSk  net  answer  for  the^m^iit' 
truth  of  either.    Spcnidaiuis  p  deltfers  the'  same  from>  m^m^ 
iheCardinal,  that  he  had  done  frtnn  Eusebius,  and^?^^ 
passes  no  censure  ^ther  one  way  or  other  upon  it:  only^*'"'™^ 
in  his  maigentF  be  t>bservei9  that  Oretasr,  the' Jesuit,  ini 
Us  discourse  of  images^  d^c.  had  vindidatfed  the  author 
ily  of  our  Savioua's  Epistle  to  Abgai«B^  from  the  except 
tisiia^  ofi  Gaaaaboii'  in  lua  enendiati^SMd  «upor^  Ainmiasj 
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Ij^^^  agaiDflt  it    Gerard  Yosaius^  in  his  scholia  apou  the 

j^J^^JJJJ^    toetament  of  St  Ephreem,  contents  himself  to  refer  us 

^  to  the  authority  of  the  ancients  for  the  truth  of  this  re* 

lation{  who^  he  pretends,  did  without  controversy  look 

^Anoc  in  upon  it  to  be  authentic.    And  Yaleeius  himself  ^  though 

sMi«*i«ce  he  [dainly  enough  shews  that  he  was  not  out  of  aU 

doubt  concerning  the  truth  of  this  story,  yet  neither  does 

he  utterly  reject  it ;  but  rather  endeavours  to  rectify 

those  errors  that  seemed  the  most  considerable  in  it 

7.  But  others,  even  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  have  not 
observed  so  much  caution  in  this  particular.  They 
«Apttd.Gra  roundly  Gtand  by  the  censure  of  P<^  Gelasius*  who 
u!^^  pronounced  this  Epistle  of  our  Saviour's  to  be  Apocry- 
crikdlnii.  L  phal :  and  not  only  shew  by  many  probable  arguments 
J£!e'n^  the  fidseness  of  it ;  but  what  is  yet  more,  pass  the  same 
t  BuTCitin  censure  upon  the  story  of  the  image  too  that  Casaubon  < 
S|^»{had  done,  notwithstanding  all  that  Gretser  could  say  in 


•  i*  fiivour  of.  Natalis  Alexander  «  delivers  this  conclusion 
•»•  concerning  it :  the  Epistle  of  Abgarus  to  our  Saviour^ 

and  his  answer  to  it,  are  supposititious  and  apocryphal ; 

and  at  large  answers  all  that  is  usually  urged  in  fiivour 
« NottTdie  of  them.    And  Du  Pin  <  after  him,  yet  more  sdidly 

BIM.  VOL  la  •  i*  1  *  1* 

pigai.  convmces  it  of  such  mamfest  errors,  asmay  serve  to  sat* 
isfy  all  considering  persons,  that  Eusebius  and  Ephraem 
were  too  easy  of  belief  in  this  particular ;  and  did  not 
sufficiently  examine  into  it,  when  they  deUvered  that  as 
a  certain  truth,  which  from  several  circumstances  ap 

y^ipod  pears  to  have  been  evidently  otherwise. 

Bnra£^      8.  Ishallnot  need  to  say  any  thing  of  the  opinions  <tf 

BMoa  ad    the  loamod  men  of  the  reformed  religionf  astothisinatr 

■nil.  43%  , 

nwn.^    ter,  who  generally  agree  in  the  same  censure.    But  yet 
I^Mu^  seeing  both  Eusebius  and  St.  EphraBm  have  spoken  with 


■  ^  such  confidence  of  this  story,  whose  authority  ought  not 
^|<^«>:to  be  lightly  esteemed;  I  shall  choose  rather  the  middle 
^'^^  sort,  *to  leave  it  to  every  one  to  judge  as  he  pleases,  than 
g^wjt.  determine  any  thing  in  this  case.  And  that  they  may 
^2j^^  the  bett^  do  it|  I  will  subjoin  at  length  the  two  %i8tkiV 
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as  they  are  rendered  by  Eusebius  from  the  original  Syri- 
ac  into  Greek;  and  from  him  translated  into  our  own 
^ngue. 

THE  BPISTLB  OF  ABGARUS  TO  OUR  BLESSED  SA VI OUR« 

1  "  Abgarus Prince  of  I'dessa,  to  Jesus  the 
good  Saviour,  who  has  appeared  in  the  coun- 
try about  Jerusalem,  Health. 

2  I  have  received  an  account  of  thee,  and 
thy  cures,  how  without  any  medicines  or  herbs 
they  are  done  by  thee. 

3  For  report  says  that  thou  makest  the 
blind  to  see,  the  lame  to  walk;  that  thou 
cleansedt  the  lepers,  and  castest  out  unclean 
spirits  and  devils,  and  healest  those  who  have 
laboured  under  long  diseases,  and  raisest  up 
the  dead. 

4  And  having  heard  all  this  concerning 
thee,  I  have  concluded  with  myself  one  of 
these  two  things ;  either  that  thou  art  God, 
and  that  being  come  down  from  heaven,  thou 
tloest  all  these  mighty  works  ;  or  that  thou  art 
the  Son  of  God,  seeing  thou  art  able  to  per- 
form such  things. 

5  Wherefoire  by  this  present  letter  I  entreat 
thee  to  come  unto  me,  and  to  cure  me  of  the 
infirmity  that  lies  upon  me.  . 

6  For  I  have  also  heard  that  the  Jews  mur- 
mur against  thee,  and  seek  to  do  thee  mis- 
chief. For  I  have  a  small  hut  fair  city^  which 
may  be  sufficient  both  for  thee  and  me-^' 

THE   ANSWER   OF   OUR   SAVIOUR   TO   ABGARUS. 

1  "  Abgarus,  thou  art  blessed,  in  that  though 
thou  hast  not  seen  me,  thou  hast  yet  believed 
in  me. 

2  For  it  is  written  concemipg  me,  that  those 

37 
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who  have  seen  me  should  not  believe  in  me, 
that  so  they  who  have  not  seen  me,  might  be- 
lieve and  live. 

3  As  for  what  thou  hast  written  unto  me, 
that  I  should  come  to  thee,  it  is  necessary  that 
all  those  things  for  which  I  was  sent,  should 
be  fulfilled  by  me  in  this  place :  and  that 
having  fulfilled  them,  I  should  be  received  up 
to  him  that  sent  me. 

4  When  therefore  I  shall  be  received  into 
Heaven,  I  will  send  unto  thee  some  one  of  my 
disciples,  who  shall  both  heal  thy  distemper, 
and  give  life  to  thee,  and  to  those  that  are  with 
thee." 

9.  Having  said  thus  much  concerning  this  pretended 
intercourse  between  our  Saviour  Christ  and  this  Prince, 
I  should  in  the  next  place  mention  the  letters  ascribed 
to  his  mother,  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  but  that  there 
is  not  the  least  shadow  of  truth  to  give  credit  totbem  ; 
nor  any  arguments  brought  in  favour  of  them,  that 
may  deserve  a  refutation.  I  shall  therefore  say  nothing 
to  these,  but  pass  on  without  any  more  ado,  to  those 
pieces  which  have  been  attributed  eidier  to  some  partic- 
ular Apostle  or  Evangelist;  or  else  are  pretended  to 
have  been  composed  by  the  whole  college  of  the  Apos- 
tles together. 

10.  Of  the  former  kind  is  the  Epistle  of  St.  Paul  to 
the  Laodiceans,  set  out  by  Hutter  in  his  Polyglott  New 
Testament,  and  inserted  by  Sixtus  Senensis  into  his 

•  Bibi.  Bibliotheque,  »  together  with  the  other  Epistles  that  are 
hTpauil?' "*  i^^  like  manner  pretended,  though  without  any  just 
niimi)?s^.^  ground,  to  have  passed  between  the  same  Apostle  and 
TOi'.'lkc!'**^  Seneca  the  philosopher.     Now  that  which  gave  occasion 

to  the  forging  of  such  an  Epistle  was,  that  St.  Paul 

•  Col  iv  16  hi^^^^clf  seems  to  speak,*  as  if  he  had  written  an  Epistle 

to  that  Church.     For  having  commanded  the  Coloe- 
sians  when  they  should  have  read  the  EpisUe  which  he 
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wrote  to  them,  to  cause  it  to  be  read  in  the  Church  of 
the  Laodiceans;  he  adds,  that  they  likewise  should 
read  the  Epistle  from  Laodicea.  But  not  to  mention 
that  St.  Paul's  words  may  be  understood  of  an  Epistle 
written  from  Laodicea,  *>  (as  Theophylact «  thinks  the  b  so  chry»- 
first  Epistle  to  Timothy  ;  which  nevertheless,  I  suppose,  Thedoret. 
was  written  after  that  to  the  Oolossians  ;)  or  of  an  Epis-  laci  in  loc 
tie  written  by  the  Apostle  to  some  other  Church,  but  or- 
dered to  be  communicated  to  the  Laodiceans ;  as  the 
second  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians  was  directed,  not  only 
to  that  one  place,  but  to  all  the  churches  of  Achaia,tt20or.i.4. 
and  as  in  the  very  passage  under  debate,  the  Epistle  to 
the  Colossians  is  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Laodiceans, 
and  to  be  read  in  the  Church  there :  I  say,  not  to  insist 
upon  these  explications,  there  are  reasons  sufficient  to 
induce  one  to  believe  that  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians, 
as  it  now  is,  and  was  very  early  intitled,  was  originally 
inscribed  to  the  Laodiceans  ;  this  at  least  is  sure,  that  it 
is  so  called  by  Marcion,  who  thousfh  a  rank  heretic,  and 
reproved  by  Tertullian  as  a  falsifier  of  the  title  of  an 
Apostolical  EpLstlc,  yet  in  a  matter  of  this  nature,  may 
be  admitted  to  give  his  evidence  ;  especially  considering 
that  he  lived  within  three-score  years  after  this  Epistle 
was  written. 

IL  But  to  suppose  that  tliis  Epistle  was  primarily 
written  to  the  Ephesians,  yet  this  does  not  hinder  but 
that  St.  Paul  might  have  ordered  it  to  be  communicated, 
as  to  other  Churches,  so  in  particular  to  that  of  I^aodi- 
cea ;  and  from  thence  to  be  sent  on  to  the  Colossians  ; 
which  as  I  have  before  observed,  will  sufficiently  answer 
all  tliat  can  be  collected  from  the  passage  produced  out  of 
his  Epistle  to  tliem.  Now  that  which  favours  this  con- 
jecture is,  that  Ephesus  was  in  those  days  looked  upon, 
even  in  the  civil  account  of  the  empire,  as  the  chief  city 
and  metropolis  of  Lester  Asia.  Here  it  was  thai  thr; 
Emperors  d  ordered  their  edicts  relating  to  tli  U  pJ*<>^''^^'<'jK,rFrciU 
to  be  published;  in  like  manner,  as  we  find  in  several  J''J^''^- •*'• 
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■oi.*'va'?Ml    '^^^  ^f  ^®  Theodosian  Code,  «  that  they  were  wont  U^ 

pa^"S^a.    ^  proposed  at  Rome  for  Italy,  and  at  Carthage  for  Afri- 

ca.    Here  the  common  councils   of  Asia  assembled: 

and  to  name  no  more,  here  the  public  sports,  and  sacred 

'  vid.  ob9.  rites,  <fcc.  f  that  concerned  the  whole  community  of  that 

Menag.  in  '' 

Diog  Laert.  provmce.  Were  usually  transacted.     Hence  St.  Chrysoe- 
Bdii.  4.'      tome  s  calls  it,  in  express  terms,  the  metropoUs  of  Asia  ; 

i^hei  ^^     ^"^  ^^  ^^®  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Metropolitan  Churches,  *»  it  is 
^^'J^j^cem  accordingly  styled  the  first,  and  most  honourable  of 
Asia. 

12.  And  much  greater  was  the  respect  which  it  had 
with  relation  to  Ecclesiastical  matters  ;  both  as  it  was  a 

.  Actoxviii.  Church  founded  by  St.  Paul, »  and  as  it  was  the  seat  of 

19.x  r.  1   10. 

the  beloved  disciple  St.  Jolm,  who  continued  there  to  the 
very  time  of  Trajan,  above  100   years  after  Christ 
k  Tortuii.  de  Hcnce  Tertulliau  ^  directing  those  who  were  desirous  to 
ciip.xxxvL   know  what  the  true  faith  of  Christ  was,  to  inquire 
among  tlie  chiefest  Churches  in  every  part,  what  had* 
been  delivered  to  them,  and  was  the  faith  received  and 
taught  amongst  them  ;  bids  them  if  they  were  in  Italy 
go  to  Rome ;  if  in  Achaia,  to  Corinth  ;  if  in  Macedo- 
nia, to  Philippi ;  if  in  Asia  to  Ephesus  :  insomuch  that, 
'  Hist  Ec-   ^  Evagrius  telk  us,  ^  the  Bishop  of  Ephesus  had  a  Pa- 
c^Ti  page**  <^riarchal  power  within  the  diocese  of  Asia,  until  the 
^-  time  of  the  fourth  general  council.     And  long  after  that, 

Theodorus  Bishop  of  this  See,  subscribing  to  the  acts 
of  the  sixth  general  council,  caUs  himself  Bishop  of 
Ephesus,  the  metropolis  of  the  province  of  Asia.  And 
even  in  the  times  of  which  we  are  now  discoursing,  St^ 
John  writing  to  the  seven  Churches  of  Asia,  (of  which 

•  Rev  i  11  Laodicea  was  one)  places  Ephesus  ™  at  the  head  of  them 
»^- 1-  as  that  which  had  the  precedence  of  all  the  rest  in  those 

paits. 

13.  Nor  is  it  any  small  confirmation  of  this  opinion^ 
that  when  St.  Paul  passed  through  Asia  to  Jerusalem, 

•  Act!  XX.    ^^  read,*  that  having  not  time  to  go  himself  to  Ephesus, 

he  ordered  the  Elders  of  that  Church  to  meet  him  at 
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Miletus,  and  there  gave  his  last  charge  to  them.  Now 
who  those  Elders  were  we  are  plainly  told,  v.  28. 
They  were  the  Bishops  of  that  Church.  But  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  in  those  days  there  was  but  one  Bishop,  prop- 
erly so  called,  in  a  Church  at  one  time :  and  therefore 
these  could  not  be  the  Bishops  of  that  city  alone,  ^  but "  irei»m, 

'*  '  lib.  lu,  e,  14, 

must  have  been  rather  the  Bishop  of  Ephesus,  together 
with  the  Bishops  of  the  other  neighbouring  Churches 
within  that  district :  and  it  was  probably  Timothy,  who 
now  came  at  the  head  of  them.  And  what  kind  of 
Bishop  he  was,  St.  Paul's  Epistles  will  not  suffer  us  to 
doubt :  he  was  indeed  a  Bishop  over  other  Bishops ;  the 
first,  to  say  no  more,  of  all  the  Bishops  in  those  parts. 

14.  Seeing  then  such  was  the  prerogative,  which  the 
Church  of  Ephesus  had  from  the  beginnmg,  over  all 
the  other  Churches  of  the  Asian  diocese  ;  and  that  St. 
Paul  himself  had  first  planted  Christianity  there :  and 
seeing  it  appears  from  the  command  which  he  gave  to 
the  Colossians,  chap.  iv.  16,  to  cause  the  Epistle  which 
he  had  written  to  them,  to  be  read  in  the  Church  of  the 
Laodiceans,  that  he  was  wont  to  order  the  Epistles  which 
he  wrote  to  one  church,  to  be  sent  to,  and  read  in  the 
others  that  were  near  unto  it :  seeing,  lastly,  we  are  told 
both  by  Tertullian  and  Epiphaniuso  that  the  Epistle  to, t,^„„ 
the  Ephesians,  was  anciently  called  by  some  the  Epistle  ^-^^ 
to  the  Laodiceans ;  I  think  it  may  not  be  improbable,  ^i^i?*** 
but  that  By  the  Epistle  from  Laodicea,  he  may  have  S^T^if^ 
meant  the  Epistle  which  he  wrote  to  the  Ephesians,  P  at  "TkL^ 

ftai 

Uqaede 

Dflleor 

I 

nicated  to  the 'Landicdaos,  might  be  ordered  by  St  Paulp.'; 
to  be  sent  on  to  the  -Colossians^  who  were  a  neighbour  p!i[ 
Church  to  Laodicea,  and  a^^^nirards  subject  to  it  as  their  Jj-  '^  '^-  "*• 
Metropolitane. 

16.  But  whatever  becomes  of  this  conjecture ;  wheth- 
er by  the  Epistle  firom  Laodicea  we  are  to  understand 
some  Epistle  written  fnmi  that  place,  and  that  either  by 

37* 


the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  person  that  he  wrote crfJjSde 
to  the  Colqqsians ;  and-which.  being  fi-om  them  commu-  si^^  i. 


N.T.e.  XT. 
110.   Sm 
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*       St,  0aul  to  8ome  other  Church  or  person,  or  by  the  La- 
TFraawniuB  0^1060119  to  him  I  <!  or  whether  we  are  to  understand  by 

Dlsq.  Biblic. .  T^    .    ,        ,  ,  ,1. 

pase73o,  it  some  Epistlc  that  was  to  be  communicated  from 
thence  to  the  Colossians,  which  seems  to  me  the  more 
probable,  and  particularly  that  which  he  wrote  by  Ty- 
chicus  to  the  Ephesians,  at  the  same  time  that  he  wrote 
by  him  to  the  Colossians :  certain  it  is  that  the  Epistle 
now  extant  under  that  title  is  none  of  St  Paul's  writing ; 
but  is  made  up  of  several  parcels  of  his  genuine  Epis- 
Ues,  and  the  expressions  contained  in  them. 

16.  It  would  be  endless  to  insist  upon  aH  the  other 
spurious  pieces  of  the  like  kind  that  have  been  attribu- 
ted to  this  great  Apostle.     It  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that 

'  Kttfieb.      neither  Eusebius, »"  nor  St.  Jerome  ■  knew  any  thing 
ciea.ub.      more  of  his  writing  than  what  we  have  in  those  Epistles 
•  Hie'ron.  de  that  are  still  extant  in  our  Bibles  under  his  name,  except 
ciw?*ins. •  it  were  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews;  which  though 
doubted  of  by  swne  in  the  primitive  Church,  is  yet  as- 
cribed to  him  by  Eusebius,  who  expressly  accounts  four- 
teen of  his  Epistles,  and  speaks  of  that  to  the  Hebrews  as 
his ;  though  he  adds,  that  being  not  received  by  the 
Church  of  Rome,  it  was  by  some  suspected  whether  it 
were  indeed  the  true  Epistle  of  St.  Paul. 

17.  But  much  greater  is  the  authcnrity  of  those  suppo- 
'  KuBeb.  sititious  pieces  which  the  same  Eusebius  tells  us  were, ' 
Hb!  3.^^  &  even  in  those  days,  attributed  to  that  other  great  Apostle, . 
Hieronl"in  St  Peter,  viz.  the  Acts,  the  Gospel,  the  preaching,  and 
sJript.  Ec  thQ  Revelations  of  St.  Peter.  Nevertheless,  seeing  be  at 
p^n>."  *     the  same  time  declares  that  they  were  not  Catholic,  nor 

universally  received ;  and  since  from  other  Ecclesiastical 
writers  it  may  be  proved  that  some  of  them  were  wholly 
composed,  and  others  interpolated  by  heretics,  the  better 
.  to  gain  thereby  credit  to  their  doctrine  ;  how  ancient 
soever  they  may  otherwise  be,  yet  they  will  not  fall  with- 
in the  compass  of  the  present  collection :  nor  indeed  is 
there  any  thing  of  them  remaining  to  us,  except  the 
names ;  and afew fragments,  scattered  up  and dow&ia 
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the  quotations  that  have  been  made  by  EcclesiaftiQal      ^  » 
writers  out  of  them. 

18.  To  these  let  me  add  in  the  third  place,  the  dis- 
courses ascribed  to  St.  Matthew,  "  the  first  of  the  Evan- "  vw- caw« 

'  ,    Hist.  Uterar 

gelists.  Two  books  there  are  still  remaining  under  his  jj^Nmmi. 
name  ;  a  liturgy  pretended  to  have  been  composed  byg*-J-^i>^ 
him,  and  a  discourse  concerning  the  nativity  of  theJ^JJ^-JJI-^ 
blessed  Virgin :  but  both  rejected  by  learned  men,  as 
the  works  of  some  impostor,  many  ages  after  the  death 
of  that  holy  Apostle.  As  for  the  Liturgies  ascribed,  in 
like  manner,  to  some  others  of  the  Apostles,  namely,  to 
St.  Peter,  St.  Mark,  and  St.  James  ;  there  is  not,  I  sup- 
pose, any  learned  man  at  this  day,  who  believes  them 
to  have  been  written  by  those  holy  men,  and  set  forth  in 
the  manner  that  they  are  now  published.  They  were 
indeed  the  ancient  liturgies  of  the  three,  if  not  of  the  four 
Patriarchal  Churches,  viz.  the  Roman  (perhaps  that  of 
Antioch  too)  the  Alexandrian  and  Jerusalem  Churches, 
first  founded,  or  at  least  governed  by  St.  Peter,  St.  Mark, 
and  St.  James.  However,  since  it  can  hardly  be  doubt- 
ed but  that  those  holy  Apostles  and  Evangelists  did  give 
some  directions  for  the  administration  of  the  blessed  Eu- 
charist in  those  Churches  ;  it  may  reasonably  be  presu- 
med that  some  of  those  orders  are  still  remaining  in 
those  Liturgies  whicb  have  been  brought  down  to  us 
under  their  names;  and  that  those  prayers  wherein 
they  all  agree,  (in  sense  at  least,  if  not  in  words)  were 
first  prescribed  in  the  same,  or  like  terms,  by  those  Apos- 
tles and  Evangelists ;  nor  would  it  be  difiScult  to  make  a 
further  proof  of  this  conjecture  firom  the  writings  of  the 
ancient  Fathers,  if  it  were  needful,  in  this  place,  to  insist 
upon  it. 

19.  For  what  conc^ns  the  Gospels  set  out  under  the 
names  of  several  of  the  Apostles,  though  some  of  them 
are  very  ancient,  yet  is  it  generally  agreed  among  the 
most  judicbus  of  all  sides,  that  they  were  not  only  not 
written  by  those  holy  persons,  but  were  for  tb)&  most  part 
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set  out  by  suspected  authors,  and  for  ill  ends  after  their 
deaths. 

20.  As  for  the  writings  of  the  whole  college  of  Apos- 
tles ;  two  pieces  there  are,  besides  the  Synodical  letter 

vActoxv.  spoken  of  by  St.  Luke,*  which  not  only  go  under  their 
names,  but  have  been  by  some  ascribed  to  them,  as  the 
authors  of  them.  And  those  are,  first  the  creed  ;  and 
secondly,  the  Canons  of  the  Apostles. 

21.  For  the  former  of  these,  the  Apostles'  Creed,  it 
has  been  thought  by  many  that  it  was  so  called,  not 
only  as  being  a  summary  of  the  Apostles'  doctrine,  but 
because  it  was  really  composed  by  them ;  and  that 
either  in  their  first  assembly  afl^r  our  Lord's  resurrec- 

t  Acta  i.  tion,  t  or  else  immediately  before  their  dispersion,  upon 
the  breaking  out  of  Herod's  persecuti(Mi,*  which  Baro- 
nius  and  others  esteem  the  more  probable.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  enter  on  any  particular  examination  of 
'  Nat.  Aiei.  this  matter,  which  has  been  so  fiiUy  handled,  not  only 
pa{Je49<),  bv  the  late  critics  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  Natalis  Alex- 
Bi^Ho^b"'  a^^^r, »  Du  Pin,  &c.  y  but  yet  more  especially  by  Arch- 
Eccies^  ^i.  bishop  Usher,  ^  Gerrard  Vossius,  *  Suicer,  ^  Spanhemi- 
^Diatrib  de^^^'^  Tcutzelius,  <i  and  Sam.  Basnage, «  among  the 
f ^^  Difl-  Protestants.  It  shall  suflice  to  say,  that  as  it  is  not  Uke- 
b^'s**  mboi-  'y>  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^y  ^^^^  thing  as  this  been  done  by  the 
I'suicer  Apostles,  St.  Lukc  would  have  passed  it  by,  without  ta- 
E^desao.  ii.  ^^^o  ^^^  '^^^^  notice  of  it ;  so  the  diversity  of  creeds  in 
Voce <n;/i/?o- (be  ancient  Church;  and  that  not  only  in  expression, 
1086,  &.C.     but  in  some  whole  articles  too,  sufficiently  shews,  that 

c  Spanbem. 

introd.  ad    the  cFced  which  we  call  by  that  name,  was  not  compo- 

Hist.  Ecclea.  -^  ,    ,         .        ,  ^ 

$  ii.  C.3.      sed  by  the  twelve  Apostles,  much  less  m  the  same  form 

d  Ernest,  "^  '^  ' 

Tentzei.  ex-  jn  whicli  it  uow  is  ;  although  the  articles  of  it  ^  may  for 

ercit.  Belect-  . 

'"am'' Bas-  ^'^^  '^^^^  P^^^  havc  bccu  dcUvercd  by  the  Apostles  to 
hS^  cJiTtd  ^^^^^  ^^^^  converts,  much  in  the  same  order  that  they 
!lSm^7,i8.  *^^^^  stand,  and  have  been  by  them  confessed  at  their 
Grabl.  An-  baptism  and  on  other  occasions. 

BuuvjJd'ic.  ^^-  ^"^  much  less  is  it  probable  that  the  Canons  yet 
dlil'c^vi.    extant  under  their  name,  were  truly  compiled  by  than, 
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but  rather  as  our  late  pious  and  learned  Bp.  Beverege 
has  shewn,  g  were  a  collection  of  the  Canons  made  by  J^J^Su  *^ 
the  councils  of  the  first  ages,  put  together  at  several  J*°^°»,j^p; 
times,  and  finished  as  wa  now  see  them,  within  300cM.'vin(£ 
years  after  Christ,  before  the  assembling  of  the  general  JJJ^*^ 
council  of  Nice.     This  is  the  earUest  date  that  is  a^ijJ*^'JJ;*y{J' 
present  ascribed  to  them  by  the  most  judicious  writers ^^JJ^^ 
of  the  Roman  communion,  ^  as  well  as  of  the  reformed  «**pn^  ^^ 

'  verM.  An- 

reli^on ;  and  some  there  are  >  who  will  by  no  means  5*»h*n  ^"f- 

^         '  -f  aeci.page4| 

allow  them  to  be  so  ancient,  as  even  this  opinion  suppo-  ^^S*  jJouL 
sesthemtobe.  !oi?^%7. 

23,  It  is  evident,  then,  that  except  the  Holy  Scrip- gjj^^^ 
tures,  there  is  nothing  remaining  of  the  truly  genuine  5JJ*5NMaiiI** 
Christian    antiquity,  more   early  than  those   pieces  I  voL*ii.^piie 
have'  here  put  together.     Nor  have  the  authors,  whose  '^ 
tracts  1  nave  now  set  forth,  any  other  pieces  remammg, PMudep. 
besides  those  that  appear  in  the  present  collection.    In-  iit^wro- 
deed  for  what  concerns  two  of  the  Fathers  here  men-ai.*nBeve- 

reg  Hoorn* 

tioned,  St.  C  lenient  and  St.  Ignatius:  several  treatises !>eckTheo 

I  ,  ,  ,  log.  Pau. 

there  are,  and  some  that  may  seem  much  more  con-  p««e  35,  tc. 
siderable  than  any  I  have  subjoined,  that  have  been 
sent  abroad  under  the  authority  of  their  names,  but 
which  are  at  present  universally  acknowledged  by  all 
learned  men  not  Jo  have  been  written  by  them.     Such 
are  the  constitutions  and  recognitions  of  St.  Clement ; 
the  collection  called  from  the  same  Father,  the  Clemen- 
tines; the  epitome  of  Clement ;  and  the  other  epistles*  see  thta 
ascribed  to  Ignatius,  besides  the  seven  here  set  out ;  iar«e  by    ** 
which  alone  were  either  mentioned  by  Eusebius,  or  er  Divert,  ad 
known  to  the  church  for  some  ages  after.  ^  Jfl*5i*x?p^'a[* 

24.  I  shall  not  here  enter  upon  any  particular  inquiry  h^pJJ*^; 
when  these  several  pieces  were  first  sent  abroad  into  the  AdSteHS* 
world  ;  or  how  it  came  to  pass  that  some  even  among  t^^^^J 
the  ancients  themselves  *  received  several  of  them  for  Jf J2S*"™' 
the  genuine  writings  of  these  holy  men  j  only  corrupt- SjSct^ 
ed,  as  many  others  were,  by  the  heretics,  of  those  first  o^cS^l 
times,  the  better  to  give  some  colour  to  their  errors.    Iio!*tl4**^ 
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will  only  observe,  that  the  recognitioiis  of  St.  Clement^ 
not  only  the  most  learned,  but  the  most  ancient  too  of 
any  of  these,  as  near  as  we  can  guess,  were  not  set 
forth  until  about  the  middle  of.  the  second  century,  and 
"»vid.cWare  rejected  by  Eusebius™  and  none  of  his,  but  as  one 

ler.  Not.  in^,.  ''   .  ...  ' 

Bcrtpt-pp.  of  those  many  unpostures  which  were  even  then  pub- 
Natai.  Alex.  Ushed  Under  his  name.    And  for  the  rest,  thous^h  some 

J  i.  torn. Lp.  '  o 

Bfbi  VOL  i  ^^  ^^^^  hxi\e  been  ancient  too,  yet  it  is  evident  that 
p.  80, 81.      none  of  them  come  up  to  the  period  of  which  I  am  now 
^^  speaking,  nor  even  to  the  age  of  the  recognitions  before 

»  ooteier     mentioned. " 

Script  pp.  25.  As  for  the  epitome  of  St.  Clement,  Coteleriuso 
iiS?" A. ''m!  esteems  it  to  have  been  yet  later  than  any  of  the  rest 
431.  c.  D*  Perhaps  it  was  collected  by  Metaphrastes,  whom  I  take 
BibUoth.  ub.*  to  havc  bccu  the  author  of  the  martyrdom  of  that  holy 
mem.  Po«-  man,  set  out  by  Surius  P  and  AUatius  q  and  reprinted 
rat.  p.  ^88.  by  Cotclerius  at  the  end  of  the  works  ascribed  to  St. 

Bellann.   de 

Script.  $  I.  in  Clement.    This  is  certain,  that  it  was  composed  in  some 

ClemenuNa-    ^    ,      ,  ,  ,  ^    ,  • 

tai.  Alex.  ^  of  the  latter  affes,  as  was  also  the  account  of  the  mira- 

1.  torn.  i.  p.  ° 

i»-  M.ibid.cle  pretended  to  have  been  wrought  at  his  martyrdom, 
ifu  PiSfifb.'  "^'^^^^  S^s  under  the  name  of  Ephraem,  Archbishop  of 
sS^ba^&r'  Cl^^^'s  >fi ;  where  (if  Du  Pin '  be  not  mistaken)  there 
o  NouB  in  never  was  any.  And  this  Cotelerius  seems  to  have  been 
A^^St  p^43i.  aware  of,  and  therefore  in  his  annotations  upon  this  re- 
psuriuB  adiation,  calls  him  Archbishop,  or  Bishop  of  Cherson. 
rAna"us  in  Now  that  there  was  such  a  Bishop,  appears  both  from 
sy^num  the  ancicnt  Notitiae  of  the  province  of  Europe »  under 
M)!f Pin  ^^^  Patriarch  of  Constantinople ;  and  from  the  sub- 
tom"i^'.  89  scription  which  Peter  *  Bishop  of  this  place  made  to  the 
^'  Council  of  Chalcedon,   for   Cyriachus   Archbishop  of 

•Vld.Geogr.__         ,         .         ,  '.  ,        ^       ,  *■.«•.. 

sacr.  a's.  Heraclca,  in  whose  province  that  See  lay.  And  the  dis- 
43.  '  *  '  position  of  Leo  the  6th  "  made  towards  the  latter  end 
in  cfiereone- of  the  9th  ccutiiry,  mentions  it  among  the  Archbishop- 
^vid.  Jus  ^^^^  subject  to  the  Patriarch  of  Constantinople  ;  to  which 
Flan";^"!"- degree  therefore  about  that  time,  or  not  long  before,  it 
■  pfSs.'  ^"'  seems  to  have  been  raised. 

26.  There  is  nothing  then  in  any  of  those  pieces 
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vhich  make  up  the  rest  of  Cotelerius's  collection,  (and 
are  indeed  all  that  still  remain  under  the  names  of 
those  Fathers  of  which  we  are  now  speaking)  that  can 
with  good  grounds  be  relied  upon  as  the  genuine  pro- 
ducts of  these  holy  men.  Let  us  see  m  the  last  place,  * 
whether  any  of  those  discourses  which  have  been  sent 
abroad  under  the  names  of  some  others  of  the  Apostoli- 
cal Fathers,  may  deserve  to  be  received  by  us,  as  com- 
ing truly  from  them. 

27.  And  here  I  shall  in  the  first  place  take  it  for 
granted,  that  what  those  who  are  usually  the  most  fond 
of  such  spurious  pieces,  (1  mean  the  writers  of  the 
church  of  Roq^e)  have  yet  almost  unanimously  rejected 
as  false  and  counterfeit,  may  securely  be  laid  aside  by 
us,  v^faout  any  farther  inquiry  into  the  condition  of 
them.  Such  are  the  history  of  the  life,  miracles,  and 
assumption  of  St.  John ;  pretended  to  have  been  writ- 
ten by  Prochorus  his  disciple,  and  one  of  the  seven  Dea- 
cons, chosen  by  the  church  of  Jerusalem,*  the  histo-*ActiYi 
ries  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  said  to  have  been  written 

by  Linus,  one  of  the  first  Bishops  of  Rome :  the  lives 
of  the  Apostles,  ascribed  to  Abdkis,  Bishop  of  Babylon, 
and  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  him  in  the  He- 
brew tongue :  the  epistles  of  St.  Martial,  who  is  said  to 
have  been  one  of  the  70  disciples  appointed  by  our  Sa- 
viour, and  one  of  the  first  preachers  of  the  Gospel  in 
France.     These  are  all  so  evidently  spurious,  that  even 
Natalis  Alexander  >  himself  was  ashamed  to  undertake  «  ^^^^ 
the  defence  of  them  ;  and  not  only  he  but  all  the  other  ^  J  jf.  ,^ 
writers  of  the  same  church,  Baronius,  Bellarmine,  Six-  "*•     ' 
tus  Senensis,  Possevine,  Espencssus,  Bis9ida,  Labbe^ 
&c.  have  freely  acknowledged  the  Utde  credit  that  is  to 
be  given  to  them. 

28.  But  two  pieces  there  are  which  Alexander  is  still 
unwiUing  to  part  with ;  though  he  cannot  deny  bm 
that  the  most  learned  men,  even  of  his  own  communion, 
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haye  at  last  agreed  in  the  rejecUog  of  them.  And 
those  are,  the  passion  of  St.  Andrew,  written  (as 
is  pretended)  by  the  Presbyters  of  Achaia;  and  the 
works  set  out  under  the  name  of  Dionysius  the  Areo* 
pagite. 

29.  As  for  the  former  of  these,  I  confess  there  have 
not  beei^  wanting  many  from  the  8th  century  down- 
wards, who  have  undertaken  the  defence  of  it     Ethe- 
ls VM.  Nft-    rius  7  mentioned  it  about  the  year  788.  Remegius  after : 
?toiii.i.^ Peter  Damian,  Lanfranc,  and  St.  Bernard,  still  later, 
de  Script     And  in  this  last  age  Baronius,  Bellarmine,  Labbe,  and 
t  p.  3,  Jto.   a  few  others,  have  yet  more  endeavoured  to  establish  its 
'  Nonveiie  authority.    But  then,  as  Du  Pin  *  well  observes,  we 
tom.Lp.47,  do  not  find  that  the  ancients  knew  of  any  acts  of  St. 
Andrew  in  particular ;  nor  are  the  acts  we  now  tiave, 
quoted  by  any  before  the  time  of  Etherius  before  men- 
tioned.    And  yet  how  they  could  have  escaped  the 
search  of  the  primitive  Fathers,  had  they  been  extant 
in  their  days,  it  is  hard  to  imagine. 

30.'  But  much  less  is  the  credit  that  ought  to  be 

given  to  the  pretended  works  of  Dionysius  the  Areopa* 

•  NattL      gite ;  which  as  Alexander  *  confesses,  two  very  great 

▼ou[.p.W^ri^^  **  ^f  ^^  ^w^  commutiion,  to  have  denied  to  have 

8S!5t^tom.been  written  by  that  holy  man  ;  so  has  a  third  «  very 

irio.       °^late  given  such  reasons  to  shew  that  the  writings,  now 

h^e'SSld  extant  under  his  name,  could  not  have  been  composed 

^Si^\  Me  hy  him,  as  ought  to  satisfy  every  cpnsidering  person  of 

BSji!p.«r  their  imposture.    For  not  to  say  any  thing  of  what  oc- 

•DuPhi^^curs  every  where  in  Uiose  discourses,  utterly  disagreea- 

uoj^tom.  1.  ble  to  the  state  of  the  church  in  the  time  tlftit  Dionysius 

lived:  can  it  be  imagined  that  if  such  consklerable 

books  as  these  had  been  written  by  him,  none  of  the 

ancients  of  the  first  four  centuries  should  have  heard 

any  thing  of  them  ?  or  shall  we  say  that  they  did  know 

<rf  them,  as  well  as  the  Fathers  that  Uved  after,  and  yet 

made  no  medlioa  of  them,  Uiough  they  had  so  often  oc- 
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camn  to  have  done  it,  as  Eusebius  and  St.  Jerome  had 
not  to  name  any  others. 

3L*In  short,  one  of  the  first  times  that  we  hear  of 
them,  is  in  the  dispute  between  the  Severians  and  Ca- 
thoUcs  about  the  year  532,  when  the  former  produced 
them  in  favour  of  their  errors,  and  the  latter  rejected 
them  as  books  utterly  unknown  to  all  antiquity,  and 
therefore  not  worthy  to  be  received  by  them. 

32.  It  is  therefore  much  to  be  wondered,  that  after  so 
many  arguments  as  have  been  brought  to  prove  how 
little  right  these  treatises  have  to  such  a  primitive  an- 
tiquity ;  nevertheless,  not  only  Natalis  Alexander,  but  a 
man  of  much  better  judgment,  I  mean  Cmanuel  Schel- 
strat,^  the  late  learned  keeper  of  the  Vatican  Ubrary,  <  vid.  okiv* 
should  still  undertake  the  defence  of  them.  When  they  J!  m!****'' 
were  written,  or  by  what  author,  is  very  uncertain:  but 

as  Bishop  Pearson  «  supposes  them  to  have  been  first  8et^2|^||^ 
forth  about  the  latter  end  of  Eusebius'  life ;  so  Dr.  Cave^ j,®^ 
conjectures,  that  the  elder  ApoUinarius  may  very  proba-«**- 
bly  have  been  the  author  of  them.     Others  there  are  'p2ll2j?Cf 
who  place  them  yet  later,  and  suspect  Pope  Gregory  the™''-***- 
great  to  have  had  a  hand  in  the  forgery.     And  indeed 
the  arguments  which  our  very  learned  Mr.  Dodwell*»*Mwdi4t 
brings  to  prove  that  they  were  originally  written  by  oneLmJcw.eM. 
of  the  Roman   Church,  are  not  without  their   justsai. 
weight     But  whatever  becomes  of  this,  thus  much  is 
certain,  that  these  books  were  not  written  before  the 
middle  of  the  4th  century,  and  therefore  are  without  the 
compass  of  the  present  undertaking. 

33.  And  now  having  taken  such  a  view  as  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  present  design,  of  all  those  other  pieces 
which  have  been  obtruded  upon  the  world  for  Apostoli- 
cal writings,  besides  what  is  either  here  collected,  or  has 
been  before  published  in  the  sacred  books  of  the  New 
Testament ;  I  suppose  I  may  with  good  grounds  con- 
clude, that  the  Uttle  I  have  now  put  together,  is  all  that 

38 
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can  with  any  certainty  be  depended  upon,  of  the  most 
primitive  Fathers :  and  therefore  that  from  tliese,.  next 
to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  we  must  be  content  to  draw  the 
*  best  account  we  can  of  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the 

church,  for  the  first  hundred  years  after  the  death  of 
Christ. 
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A  DISCOURSE 

CONCBRNING 

THE  AUTHORITY  OF  THK  FOREGOING  TREATISES, 
AND  THE  DEFERENCE  THAT  OUGHT  TO  BE  PAID 
TO    THEM    UPON    THE    ACCOUNT    OF    IT. 

This  is  shown  from  the  following  considerations : — I.  That  the  au- 
thors  of  ihem  were  contemporary  with  the  Apostles,  and  instruct, 
ed  by  them.  2.  They  were  men  of  an  eminent  character  in  the 
church  ;  and  therefore  such  as  could  not  be  ignorant  of  what  was 
taught  in  it.  3.  They  were  very  careful  to  preserve  the  doctrine 
of  Christ  in  its  purity,  and  to  oppose  such  as  went  about  to  corrupt 
it.  4.  They  were  men  not  only  of  a  perfect  piety,  but  of  great 
courage  and  constancy ;  and  therefore  such  as  cannot  be  suspect, 
ed  to  have  had  any  design  to  prevaricate  in  this  matter.  5.  They 
were  endued  with  a  large  portion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  as  such, 
could  hardly  err  in  what  they  delivered  as  a  necessary  part  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ.  And  6.  Their  writings  were  approved  by  the 
church  in  those  days,  which  could  not  be  mistaken  in  its  approba. 
tion  of  them. 

But  secondly :  The  foregoing  collection  pretends  to  a 
just  Cbteeni,  not  only  upon  the  account  of  its  perfection, 
as  it  is  an  entire  collection  of  what  remains  to  us  of  the 
Apostolical  Fathers,  but  yet  much  more  from  the  respect 
that  k  due  to  the  authors  themselves,  whose  writings  are 
here  put  together. 

2.  If  first,  we  consider  them  as  the  contemporaries  of 
the  holy  Apostles,  some  of  them  bred  up  under  our  Sa- 
viour Christ  himself,  and  the  rest  instructed  by  those 
great  men  whom  lie  commissioned  to  go  forth  and 
preach  to  all  the  world, »  and  endued  with  an  extraor-xi^Cnrio. 
dmary  assistance  of  his  blessed  spint  for  domg  it :  ■  we  *  ,„ijp  ,,i. 
cannot  doubt  but  that  what  they  deliver  to  Us,  must  be,  a  x/ 
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wiihout  controversy,  the  puredocUineof  the  Gospel ;  what 
Christ  and  his  apostles  taught,  and  what  they  had  them* 
selves  received  from  Uieir  own  mouths.  This  is  the 
last  deference  we  can  pay  to  Uie  authors  here  set  forth, 
to  look  upon  them  as  the  faithful  deliverers  of  the  doc- 
trine and  practice  of  the  church  in  those  early  times  ; 
when  heresies  were  not  so  openly  broke  out  in  it,  nor 
the  true  faith  so  dangerously  corrupted  with  the  mix- 
ture of  those  erroneous  opinions,  which  afterwards  more 
fatally  infected  the  minds  of  men,  and  divided  the 
church  into  so  many  opposite  parties  and  fiictions.  So 
that  here  then  we  may  read  with  security,  and  let  me 
add,  with  respect  too :  and  not  dcmbt  but  that  what 
these  holy  men  deliver  to  us,  in  all  the  fundamental 
articles  of  it,  is  as  certainly  the  true  doctrine  of  Christ, 
as  if  we  had  received  it  like  them,  from  our  Saviour  and 
his  Apostles. 

3.  But  secondly,  the  auUiors  of  the  foregoing  pieces 
had  not  only  the  advantage  of  living  in  the  Apostolic 
times,  of  hearing  the  holy  Apostles,  and  conversing  with 
them,  but  were  most  of  them  persons  of  a  very  eminent 
character  in  the  church :  men  raised  up  to  the  highest 
pitch  of  dignity  and  authority,  in  some  of  the  most  fa- 
mous churches  in  the  world,  chosen  by  the  Apostles  to 
preside  in  their  own  proper  Sees ;  at  Rome,  at  Antioch, 
at  Smyrna ;  one  of  them  set  apart  by  the  express  com- 
mand of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  be  the  companion  of  Sl 
Paul  in  his  work  of  the  ministry ;  and  the  rest  for  the 
most  part  commended  for  their  rare  endowments,  in  the 
inspired  writings  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  delivered  to  tis. 
Therefore  we  may  be  sure  that  such  men  as  these  must 
have  been  very  carefully  instructed  in  the  mystery  of 
the  Gospel,  and  have  had  a  most  perfect  knowledge  of 
faith  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

4.  Had  they  been  ordinary  and  obscure  writers,  even 
of  the  Apostolic  times,  men  of  neither  note  nor  autho- 
rity in  the  church  ;  (though  still  whilst  we  had  a  good 
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accoant  of  their  inte^ity,  the  very  advantage  of  the  age 
whereiD  they  lived,  would  have  rendered  their  discourses 
justly  venerable  to  us,)  yet  should  we  not  have  been 
obliged  to  pay  such  a  deference  to  their  writings,  as  to 
make  allowance  for  some  trifling  defects,  or  mistakes, 
that  might  have  happened  to  them.  But  having  to  do 
with  men,  not  only  instructed  in  common  by  the  Apos- 
tlesf,  with  the  other  Christians  of  those  days,  but  par- 
ticularly bred  up,  and  instituted  by  them  for  the  work 
of  the  ministry  :  having  here  the  writings  of  men  who 
had  attained  to  such  a  perfect  knowledge  in  the  mystery 
of  godliness,  and  were  judged  to  have  been  so  well  * 

grounded  and  settled  in  it,  as  to  deserve  to  be  raised  up 
by  the  Apostles  themselves  to  the  government  of  such 
eminent  churches  as  those  over  which  these  holy  men 
were  overseers ;  it  is  plain  that  we  cannot  with  any  rea- 
son doubt  of  what  they  deliver  to  us,  as  the  Gospel  of 
Christ ;  but  ought  to  receive  it,  if  not  with  equal  vene- 
ration, yet  but  with  a  little  less  respect  than  we  do  the 
sacred  writings  of  those  who  were  Uieir  masters  and  in- 
structors. I 
6.  Thirdly:  the  foregoing  authors  were  not  only  ; 
eminent  men,  and  bred  up  under  such  mighty  advan- 
tages, and  so  well  instructed  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel,  as  I  have  now  observed ;  but  they  were  more- 
over persons  of  a  consummated  piety,  adorned  with  all 
those  Christian  virtues  they  so  affectionately  recommend 
to  us.  Especially,  they  were  zealous  watchmen  over 
Itheir  churches  ;  careful  to  instruct  them  in  the  true  faith 
and  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  no  less  careful  to  preserve 
them  against  the  contagion  of  those  heresies,  which 
even  in  their  days  began  to  corrupt  the  purity  of  it 
Hence  we  read  with  what  a  holy  zeal  that  blessed  mar- 
tyr Ignatius  first,  and  Uien  bis  fellow  disciple  St  Poly- 
carp,  set  themselves  against  those  who  would  instil 
some  other  doctrines  into  the  minds  of  their  people,  than 
what  the  Apostles  ha4  delivered  unto  them :  what  wise 
38» 
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preach  to  others ;  we  have  in  thba  clear  demonstratioD 
of  their  integrity  both  in  their  teaching  and  writing  of 
it ;  and  must  conclude  that  they  who  lived  such  excel- 
lent lives,  and  took  so  much  pains  in  the  ministry  of  the 
Gospel ;  who  stuck  with  such  firmness  to  it,  notwith- 
standing all  the  endeavours  of  their  enemies  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  chose  rather  to  undergo  the  most  bitter 
deaths  than  they  would  in  any  wise  depart  from  it ; 
have  doubtless  dealt  most  uprightly  in  this  matter,  and 
delivered  nothing  to  us  but  what  they  took  for  the  true 
doctrine  of  Christ,  and  what  therefore  we  may  conclude 
undoubtedly  was  so. 

11.  Such  good  reason  have  we  upon  all  these  ac- 
counts to  look  upon  the  writings  of  the^e  holy  men,  as 
containing  the  pure  and  uncorrupted  doctrine  of  our 
blessed  Saviour  and  his  Apostles.  But  fifthly,  these  wri- 
ters were  not  only  thus  qualified  by  these  ordinary  means, 
to  deliver  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  us,  but  in  all  probabili- 
ty were  endued  with  the  extraordinary  assistance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  So  that  what  they  teach  us,  is  not  to  be 
looked  upon  as  a  mere  traditionary  relation  of  what  had 
been  delivered  to  them,  but  rather  as  an  authodtative 
declaration  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  us  ;  though  indeed 
$is  much  inferior  to  '  that  of  the  Apostles  and  Evange- 
lists, as  both  their  gifts  and  their  commission  were  infe- 
rior to  theirs. 

12.  For  first,  that  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  with  which  the  Apostles  wore  endued,  and  which 

'■giojj*^'^®  Holy  Scriptures?  themselves  tell  us  were  in  those 
i&*ii^n  ^y^  distributed  to  other  believers  as  well  as  unto  them  ; 
«*«•••*«•  continued  still  in  the  church  after  their  departure,  we 
[VM«gMg-have  the  express  testimony  of  Justin  Martyr,  q  one  oi 
Mb.  iw.  ^  m!  the  most  ancient  writers  after  those  I  have  here  subjoin-* 
jwk/SS'^?  ^  assure  us.  They  were  communicated  not  only 
•-DM-ptge  to  men,  but  women.'  And  that  we  may  be  sure  he 
spake  nothing  in  this  matter  but  what  he  could  undeni- 
ably have  made  out,  we  find  him  boastiq^  of  it  against 
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Tiypho  the  Jew,  and  urging  it  as  an  unanswerable  ar- 
gument in  behalf  of  Christianity,  and  against  the  Jews, 
from  whom  these  gifts  had  a  long  time  been  departed. 
And  even  in  the  Fathers,  whose  writings  are  here  put  to- 
gether, there  appear  sufficient  indications  of  the  contin- 
uance of  these  extraordinary  powers. 

13.  This  St.  Clement  ■  manifestly  declares  in  his  first « see  beiow, 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians :  he  tells  us  that  some  in  that^**^^ 
Church  not  only  had  such  gifts,  but  were  even  proud 

and  conceited  upon  the  account  of  them.    Let  a  man, 
says  he,  have  faith,  i.  e.  a  &ith  by  which  he  is  able  to 
work  miracles;*  let  him  be  poweiful  to  utter  ^y^^^toeoLAiu. 
knowledge ;  (for  to  that  his  expression  manifestly  refers ;)  nStBidi* 
let  him  be  wise  in  the  discerning  of  speeches ;  another '"*^*"**^ 
gift  common  in  those  times :  but  still,  says  he,  by  how 
much  the  more  he  seems  to  excel  others,  viz.  upon  the 
account  of  these  extraordinary  endowments,  by  so  much 
the  more  will  it  behove  him  to  be  humble  minded,  and 
to  seek  what  is  profitable  to  all  men,  and  not  to  his  own 
advantage.     And  St.  Ignatius  not  only  supposes  »  that^seebisStf- 
such  gifts  might  be  in  others,  but  plainly  intimates  thatSmynMiu. 
he  himself  >  was  endued  with  a  large  portion  of  them.     «  epm*  to 

14.  Which  being  so,  we  cannot  doubt  (secondly)  buttfiMj^ru. 
that,  as  it  was  most  reasonable,  both  the  Apostles  wereUunf  ▼• 
careful  to  set  those  in  Uie  chief  places  of  honour  and 
authority  in  their  several  Churches,  who  were  the  most 
eminent  for  these  gifts ;  and  that  God  was  also  pleased 

to  grant  to  such  persons  a  more  than  ordinary  portion 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  the  better  discharge  of  those  emi- 
nent places  to  which  they  were  called. 

15.  Concerning  the  former  of  these,  we  are  told  by 
St  Paul,  Acts  vi.  that  when  the  Apostles  thought  it 
necessary  to  establish  a  new  order  of  ministers  in  the 
Church,  that  might  take  care  of  those  things  which  they 
who  were  of  a  higher  rank  could  not  find  leisure  to  at- 
tend to,  though  their  ministry  were  of  the  lowest  order, 
and  which  required  much  less  capacities  in  those  who 
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.  ^eie  tpf4i8clpiaj;ge  it  thj^  tjbeirs  whope  busineBs  it  was  to 
govern  and  instruct  the  Chuirch  of  C^irist,  yet  they  par* 
jtiqulaf  ly  l^d  jt  4Qwn  to  the  brethren^  ^B  one  of  the  quali* 
ficatioas  ^I^ut  was  to^berequir^  in  those  whom  tl^y 
chpse  foi;  that  purpose,  th^  they  should  be  men  well  ap- 
proved of,  ftill  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  of  wisdom,  v.  3. 

i^d  joopjcwjupg  pne  of  tjie^^ii,  viz.  St  Stephen,  it  is  par- 
tiou]^Iy  obse):yed,.v«  8,  Tljiat.  he  w^  full  of  power,  ai^d 

,  did  signs  axul  gre^  wond^  ^unqng  the,  people.  4^^ 
wh^n,  the  |  Jews  diepytf^d,  ag^unst  b^, ,  we,  read,  v.  JLO, 
Ti^at  they  were  not  aUe  ,to  stand,  ^^nst  the  wisdoin 
and  spirit  by  which  ,he  spake. 

16.  JVow  if  .sjjch  was  theiwe  which  they  took  in  the 
choice  of  tbpse  who  were  to  ,be  adi^^Ued  into  the  low^ 
ministry  of  the  Cbyrcb,  we  cannot  doubt  but  that  they 
were  certainly  much  more  careful  not  to  admit  any  into 
the  highest  ranks  of  hpoqur  and  authority  in, it,  but  such 
as  were  in  a  more  eminent  manner  epdued  with  tfce 

nSrb°'^:same  gifts.     Hence  St.  Clement  y  tells  us  that  the  Apos- 
*"^-  ties  did  prove  by  the  Spirit  the  first  fi-uits  of  their  conver- 

sions, an()  out  of  them  set  Bishops  and  Pastors  over  such 
as  should  believe.  By  which  we  must  understand  one 
of  these  two  things,  and  very  probably  tfiey  were  both 
meant  by  it :  either  that, the  Apo6t|es  made  use  of  tl^ir 
lo!  hS».  w!  own  extraordinary  gift  of  the  Spirit  (one  use  «  of  which 
'*•  was  to  discern  and  try  the  spirits  of  others)  in  choo^pg 

persons  fitly  qualified  for  the  work  of  the  ministry  j  or 
else,  that  by  the  extraordii^iary  gifts  of  those  whom  they 
pitched  upon,  they  perceived  that  they  were  worthy  of 
such  an  employ,  and,  therefor^  chose  th^m  out  foi;jiu 
de      biviL  And  the  other  Clement  ^  i^aore  plainly  sp^ks  the  same 
xiii.  Euseb!  thing :  that  St,  John  being  returned  from  hia  banishment 
Mb.  ui.  c.  soJin  Patmos,  went  about  th^  country  near  unto  Ephesiis, 
both  to  form  and  settle  churches  where  he  saw  occasion, 
and  to  admit  into  the  order  of  the, clergy,  such  as  \^erc 
marked  out  to  him  by  the  Spirit. 

17,  And  then  for  the  other  thing  otp^ved,  it  is^cjli^ 
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(hat  the  very  impdsicioti  of  hands,  did  ih  thoee  di^rs  con^ 
let  the  Holy  Spirit  in  an  dxtraordihary  manner,  uponn 
those  who  were  ordained  to  the  ministiy  61  the  GddJM* 
This  St.  Paul  intimates  to  Timothy,  where  he  exhorts 
him  to  stir  up,  r*  ^^trph^  the  gift,  i.  e.  thfe  extraordinaiy 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which,  feys  he,  \b  in  thee  l^ 
the  imposition  of  my  hands,  2  Tim:  i.  6.  And  wOtlkf 
you  know  how  this  ceremony  5f  setting  him  apart  ftft^ 
sUch  a  service  came  to  endue  him  with  such  an  dxtraor- 
fina'ry  power?  the  same  Apostle  will  tell  you,  t  Tim.  iv.' 
14,  that  it  was  given  unto  him  by  prophecy ;  with,  oi^ 
through,  the  imposition  of  haiids  upon  him.  That  is  UK 
say ;  God,  who  by  his  Prophets  had  btfore  designed  and 
marked  him  out  for  that  great  office,!?  Tim.  L  16,  upon 
the  actual  admission  of  him  into  it  by  the  outt^atd  rite- 
of  laying  on  of  bands,  antf  upoto  the  solemn  pray^f^ 
that  ware  then  v{ithal  made  Ibr  Mm,  (fid  bestow  the  gfAv 
of  his  blessed  Spirit  in  an  extraordii^iy  mafimer  upon 
him. 

18.  Now  this  as  it  will  ^t  us  a  good  ground  t6  con- 
clude that  those  holy  men,  whose  writings  tve  have  Were^ 
collected,  were  endued  with  a  large  ponion  of  the  extra- 
ordinary gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  whether  we  tovmAtr 
tlie  frequency  of  those  endbwments  ih  the  age  itL  which 
they  lived,  the  extraordinary  strictness  and  pi^y  of  theit' 
lives,  the  greatness  of  those  stations  to  t^hich  they  wem 
called  in  the  Church ;  or  lastly,  the  judgment  \irhich  the 
Apostles,  who  called  them  to  those  high  offices,  were  by 
the  Spirit  enabled  to  make  them.  So  (thirdly)  if  we  loofc 
to  those  'accounts  which  still  remain  io  us  of  them,  they 
will  plainly  shew  us  that  they  Were  endlied,  and  that  in 
a  very  eminent  mannier,  with  this  power  and  gift  of  the 
blessed  Spirit. 

19.  Of  Barnabas,  the  holy  Scriptiu-e  itself  bears  wit- 
ness, that  he  was  a  good  tnan,  lull  of  thfe  Holy  Ghost 

and  of  feith.*    Hermas  is  another  of  whbtn  St.  Patil*ActtiL9c. 
himself  makes  mention,t  ^  an  6ariy  cdnverl  to  Cteie-Isf**-  ^ 
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tianity ;  and  wbat  extraordinary  revdations  he  bad,  and 
how  he  foretold  the  troubles  that  were  to  come  upon  the 
Church,  his  visions  sufficiently  declare. 

20.  Clement  is  not  only  spoken  of  by  the  same  Apos- 
tle, but  with  this  advantageous  character,  that  he  was 
the  fellow  labourer  of  that  great  man,  and  had  his  name 

•Phu.  !▼,  t.  written  in  the  book  of  life.*  And  when  we  consider  how 
much  these  gifts  were  communicated  to  other  men  at 
that  time,  we  can  hardly  think  that  so  excellent  a  man, 
ancf  the  companion  of  so  great  an  Apostle,  employed 
first  in  the  planting  of  the  Gospel  with  him,  and  then 
set  to  govern  one  of  the  most  considerable  churches  in 
the  world,  should  have  been  destitute  of  it. 

21.  As  for  St.  Ignatius,  I  have  before  observed  that 
he  haid  this  gift,  and  by  the  help  of  it,  warned  the  Phila- 

^JjpJ5^*^JJfdelphians*>  against  falling  into  those  divisions  which  he 
J^  ihenuU^  foresaw  were  about  to  rise  up  amongst  them. 
SJuSTnuIS"     ^^'  Polycarp  ^oi  only  prophesied  of 'his  own  death,<^ 
***•  but  spake  oftentimes  of  things  that  were  to  come,  and 

Eccie8.iib.  V.  has  this  witness  Irom  the  whole  Church  of  Smyrna,  that 

c.20.p.l53,a.         ,.  ^     „,        ^  ,,  ^  .,    ,      ^  . 

nothmg  of  all  he  foretold  ever  failed  of  commg  to  pass 
according  to  his  prediction. 

23.  It  remains  then  that  the  holy  men  whose  writings 
are  here  prefixed,  were  not  only  instructed  by  such  as 
were  inspired,  but  were  themselves,  in  some  measure, 
inspired  too :  at  least  were  endued  with  the  extraordinary 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  the  better  fulfilling  of  those 
great  offices  to  which  God  had  called  them  in  his  Church. 
And  therefore  we  must  conclude,  that  they  were  not  only 
not  mistaken  in  what  they  deliver  to  us  as  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  but,  in  all  the  necessary  parts  of  it,  were  so  as- 
sisted by  the  Holy  Ghost  as  hardly  to  have  been  capable 
dVid.  Dod-  0^  being  mistaken  in  it.     Hence,  we  ought  to  look  upon 
iHtiMl  Prffi-  ^heir  writings,^  though  not  of  equal  authority  with  those 
Mrt.*?.'*  '^Et  which  we  call  in  a  singular  manner  the  Holy  Scrip- 
I^r Elseb.  tur<^s ;  (because  neither  were  the  authors  of  them  called 
^i^piS;  in  so  extraordinary  a  way  to  the  writing  of  them,  nor 
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<«tidue(l  with  so  eminent  a  portion  of  the  gifts  of  the 
Messed  Spirit  for  the  doing  of  it ;  nor  have  their  writings 
ieen  judged  by  the  common  consent  of  the  Church  in 
those  first  ages  of  it,  when  they  were  so  much  better 
<iualified  than  we  are  now  to  judge  of  the  divine  author- 
ity of  these  kind  of  writings,  to  be  of  equal  dignity  with 
those  of  the  Apostles  and  EvangeMsts)  yet  worthy  of  a 
much  greater  respect  than  any  composures  that  kave  ^ 
been  made  since,  however  men  seem  to  have  afterwards 
written  with  more  art,  and  to  have  shewn  a  much  great- 
er stock  of  human  learning  than  what  is  to  be  found  not 
oioty  in  the  foregoing  pieces,  but  even  in  the  sacred  books 
of  the  New  Testament  itself. 

jti.  I  shall  add  but  one  consideration  more,  to  shew 
the  true  deference  that  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  treatises 
here  collected,  and  that  is,  sixthly,  that  they  were  not 
only  written  by  «uch  men  as  I  have  said,  instructed  by 
the  Apostles,  and  judged  worthy  by  them  both  for  their 
knowledge  and  their  integrity,  to  govern  some  of  the 
most  eminent  churches  in  the  world ;  and  lastly,  endued 
with  the  extraordinary  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  upon 
all  these  accounts  to  be  much  respected  l)y  us ;  but  were 
moreover  received  by  the  Church  in  those  first  ages,  as 
pieces  that  contained  nothing  1)ut  what  was  agreeable 
to  soimd  docurine,  which  could  scarcely  be  mistaken  in 
its  judgment  of  them. 

25.  The  Epistle  of  St.  Clement  was  a  long  time  read 
publicly  witli  the  other  Scriptures  in  the  congregations 
of  the  faithful ;  made  a  part  of  £heir  Bible,  and  was 
numbered  among  the  sacred  writings,  however  finally 
separated  from  them.  And  not  only  the  Apostolical 
canons,  but  our  most  ancient  Alexandrian  manuscript, 
gives  the  same  place  to  the  second  that  it  does  to  the 
first  of  them :  and  Epiphanius  after  both,  tells  us,  that 
they  were  both  of  them  wont  to  be  read  in  the  Church 

sinhistime.®  ^„..^ 

26.  The  Epistle  of  St  Polycarp,  wiih  that  of  the^JJ*""- 

39 
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Church  of  Smyrna,  were  not  only  very  highly  appro^Eed 
of  by  particular  persons,  but  like  those  qf  St  dementi 
were  read  publicly  too  in  the  assemblies  of  the  faithfuL 
And  for  those  of  Ignatius,  besides  that  we  find  a  mighty 
value  put  upon  them  by  the  Christians  of  tho^e  times^ 
they  are  sealed  to  us  by  this  character  of  St  Polycarp ; 
"  that  they  are  such  Epistles,  by  which  we  may  be  greasy 
profited :  for,  says  he,  they  treat  of  faith  and  patience, 
and  of  all  things  that  pertaii^  to  edification  in  the  Lord." 

27.  The  Epistle  of  Barnabas  is  not  only  quoted  with 
great  honour  by  those  of  the  next  age  to  him,  but  in  the 

^^22m^ 'J  ancient  stichometry  of  Cotelerius,^  we  find  it  placed  the 

*®*  very  next  to  the  Epistle  of  St  Jude,  and  no  diflerencc 

put  between  the  authority  of  one  and  the  other. 

28.  And  for  the  book  of  Hermas,  both  Eusebius  and 
St.  Jerome  tell  us,  that  it  was  also  wont  to  be  read  in 
the  churches.  In  the  same  stichometrj  I  before  men- 
tioned, it  is  placed  in  the  very  next  rank  to  the  Acts  of 
the  holy  Apostles ;  and  in  some  of  the  most  ancient 
manuscripts  of  the  New  Testament,  we  find  it  written  in 
the  same  volume  with  the  books  of  the  Apostles  a^d 
Evangelists,  as  if  it  had  been  esteemed  of  the  same  value 
and  authority  with  them. 

29.  So  that  we  must  either  say,  th^t  the  Church  in 
those  days  was  so  little  careful  of  what  was  taught  in  it, 
as  to  allow  such  books  to  be  pubUcly  read  in  its  coi^e- 
gations,  the  doctrine  whereof  it  di^  not  approve  ;  or  we 
must  confess,  that  the  foregoing  pieces  are  d^liver^  to 
us,  not  only  by  the  learned  men  of  the.  first  ages  of, the 
Church,  but  by  the  whole  body  of  the  faithful^  as  cpn- 
taining  the  pure  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  must  be  lopked 
upon  to  have  nothing  in  them  but  what  was  th^  . 
thought  worthy  of  all  acceptation. 

30.  Now  how  much  this  adds,  tp  the  authof^tj^  of; 
these  discourses,  may  easily  be  concluded  fi-om.whatl. 
have  before  observed.  For  since  it  is  certain  th^t,u\, 
those  tunes  the  extraordinary  gifts^  of  the,  H9l^r,GhoBt 
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were  bestowed,  not  only  upon  the  Bishops  and  Pastors 
of  the  Church,  (though  upon  them  m  a  more  eminent 
degree)  but  also  upon  a  great  many  of  the  common 
Chrisiians  too  ;  since  one  particular  design  of  these  gifts 
was  for  the  discerning  of  prophecies ;  to  judge  of  what 
was  proposed  by  any  to  the  Church,  or  written  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  it :  we  cannot  doubt  but  that  what 
was  universally  approved  of,  and  allowed,  not  by  a  few 
learned  men,  but  by  the  whole  Church  in  those  days ; 
what  was  permitted  to  be  publicly  read  to  the  faithful 
for  their  comfort  and  instruction,  must  by  this  means 
have  received  the  highest  human  approbation,  and  ought 
to  be  looked  upon  by  us,  though  not  of  equal  authority 
with  those  books  which  the  same  Church  has  delivered 
to  us  as  strictly  canonical,  yet  as  standing  in  the  first 
rank  of  ecclesiastical  writings,  and  containing  the  true 
and  pure  doctrine  of  Christ  in  all  things  necessary  to 
our  salvation,  without  the  mixture  of  any  of  those  errors 
which  have  since  been  so  unhappily  brought  into  the 
Church,  and  have  been  worthily  censured  as  dangerous 
if  not  destructive  to  it. 
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AND  OF  THE  USE  THAT  IS  TO  BE  MADE  OF 
THEM. 

That  in  the  foregoing  treatises,  there  it  delirered  to  tra  a  good  ac- 
count  t>oth  of  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Charcb  in  tfa« 
Apostolical  times.  This  shewn  in  several  particulars.  What 
they  taught  concerning  God  the  Fatlor^  our  Saviour  Christ,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Of  Angels  and  Spirits.  Of  the  rest  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  Apostles*  creed.  Concerning  the  two  Sacraments 
of  Baptism,  and  the  Lord'*  Supper.  Of  the  holy  Soripturea^ 
and  the  divine  authority  of  them.  What  we  m«»et  with  in  thes* 
treatises  concerning  the  government  of  the  Church.  Of  the  ne. 
cesstry  of  communieating  with  the  Bishop*  and*  Fastort  of  it. 
OF  Schismatics,  Heretics,  and  Apostates.  Of  their  publio  assem- 
bling  for  the  service  of  God,  and  what  was  dbne  hy  them  in 
those  meetings.  Of  several  other  instances  of  their  discipline  ; 
particularly  of  their  fasting  and  confession  of  sins.  Of  the  cart- 
which  their  Bishops  had  of  the  whole  Church.  Of  the  respect  that 
was  paid  to  them.  Of  their  martyrs,  and  the  veneration  wbiok 
they  thought  due  to  them.  Of  their  practical  instructions,  and 
bvw  severe  their  morality  was;  shewn  in  several  particulars* 
That  upon  the  whole,  we  may  here  see  what  the  state  of  Chris- 
tianity then  was,  and  slill  ought  to  be.- 

1.  Having  shewn,  in  the  foregoing  chapter,  what 
deference  we  ought  to  paj  to  the  authority  of  those 
holy  men,  whose  writings  I  have  here  colleeted,  it  may. 
not  be  amiss  in  the  third  place,  to  inquire,  what  it  is 
which  they  deliver  to  us?  What  account  we  find  in 
them:  of  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Church,  in 
those  times  in  which  they  lived  ? 

2.  It  would  be  endless  for  me  to  go  about  to  make 
a  just  catalogue  of  all  the  particulaw  of  this  kind  that 
occur  in  the  foregoing  pieces  ;  I  shall  therefore  here  con- 
sider only  a  few  particulars,  in  such  points  as  may  seem 
most  worthy  to  be  remarked ;  and  by  them  (as  by  a 
short  specimen)  shew  bow  the  judicious  reader  may  him- 
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'self  improve  it,  as  a  more  partictilar  history  of  the  faith 
and  practice  of  the  Church,  in  the  first  and  purest  pe- 
riod of  it, 

3.  First,  concerning  the  doctrines  of  those  times  ; 
there  is  hardly  any  point  that  is  necessary  to  be  believed, 
or  known  by  us,  that  is  not  very  plainly  delivered  in 
some  of  the  foregoing  pieces. 

4.  Here  we  may  read  what  we  are  to  believe  concern- 
ing the  first  article  of  our  belief,  God  the  Father.  That 
he  is  one,  almighty,  invisible,  the  creator  and  maker  of 
all  things.  That  he  is  omniscient,  immense ;  neither  to  * 
be  comprehended  within  any  bounds,  nor  so  much  as  to 
be  perfectly  conceived  by  us.  That  his  providence  is 
over  all  things ;  and  that  we  can  none  of  us  flee  from 
him,  or  escape  his  knowledge.  That  we  are  to  believe 
in  him,  to  fear  him,  to  love  him  ;  and  fearing  him  to 
abstain  from  all  evil. 

6.  If  from  thence  we  go  to  the  next  i>erson  of  the 
blessed  trinity,  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  here  we  shall 
find  all  that  either  our  creed  teaches  us  to  profess  con- 
cerning him,  or  that  any  Christian  need  to  believe.  That 
he  existed  not  only  before  he  came  into  the  world,  but 
from  all  eternity.  That  he  is  not  only  the  Son  of  Goc^, 
but  is  himself  also  God.  That  in  the  fnllness  of  time 
he  took  upon  him  our  nature,  and  became  man  :  was 
bom  of  the*  Virgin  Mary,  was  crucified  under  Pontius 
Pilate;  that  he  suffered  for  our  salvation,  and  was 
raised  again  from  the  dead,  not  only  by  the  power  of  the 
Father,  but  by  his  own  also.  That  he  is  our  High 
Priest,  and  protector  now,  and  shall  come  again  at  the 
end  of  the  world,  to  judge  the  whole  race  of  mankind 
That  there  is  no  coming  unto  God  but  by  him  :  inso- 
much that  even  the  ancient  Fathers,  who  died  before 
his  appearing,  were  indeed  saved  by  the  same  means 
that  we  are  now. 

6.  Concerning  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  third  person  in 
the  glorious  (jrodhead ;  he  is  here  set  out  to  us  as  the 
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Spirit  of  God,  which  is  glorified,  and  worshipped  to- 
gether with  the  Father  aad  the  Son,  although  dislinct 
from  both  ;  and  communicated  by  the  Son  to  the  Pro- 
phets; who  also  sanctifieth,  and  endueth  the  feithful 
•  See  Mirt.  with  many  gifts,  for  the  edification  of  the  Church.* 
myc.  (  14,  7.  And  now  I  am  mentioning  the  Holy  Spirit,  let 
me  add,  that  we  may  here  see  what  is  needful  to  be 
known,  concerning  all  the  other  Spirits  of  an  inferior 
nature.  How  the  holy  Angels  minister  unto  us ;  espe- 
ciially,  when  we  have  the  most  need  of  them,  at  the  time 
of  our  death.  And  though  the  Devil  may  attack  us, 
use  all  his  arts  to  draw  us  away  from  our  duty  \  yet  it 
must  be  our  own  &ult  if  we  are  overcome  by  him ;  and 
that  therefore  we  ought  not  to  be  afraid  of  him. 

8.  But  to  retuia  to  our  creed,  and  the  articles  of  it : 
here  we  may  farther  see,  both  what  a  great  obligation 
there  is  upon  us  to  keep  up  a  communion  of  Saints  in 
the  unity  of  the  Church  here  on  earth,  and  whatisdiat 
true  fellowship  that  we  ought  to  have  with  those  who 
have  gone  before  us  to  Heaven.  That  it  consists  not  in 
the  worship  of  any,  though  ever  so  glcuriously  exalted 
by  God  ;  but  in  love  and  remembrance  ;  in  thanksgiv- 
ing to  God  for  their  excellencies,  and  in  our  prayers 
to  him,  joined  with  hearty  endeavours  of  our  own,  to 
imitate  their  perfections. 

9.  And  whilst  we  do  this,  we  are  here  assured  of  the 
forgiveness  of  our  sins  through  the  merits  and  satis- 
&ction  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  that  not  only  of  those 
which  wecommitted  before  oui  baptism,  but  of  all  such 
as  we  shall  chance  to  iaU  into  after,  if  we  truly  repent 
of  them,  except  only  the  great  sin  of  wilfriUy  and  ma- 
liciously blaspheming  God  and  his  Holy  Spirit,  which 
was  thought  to  be  hardly,  if  at  all  remi^ble,  either  in 
this  world  or  in  tlie  other. 

10.  As  to  the  resurrection  of  the  body;  it  is  noC 
barely  asserted,  but  it  is  at  large  proved  in  the  fore- 
gdng  discourses.    There  we  are  told,  not  only  that 
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there  shall  be  a  future  resurrection,  but  a  resurrectfon 
of  the  flesh ;  that  we  shall  be  raised  in  the  very  same 
bodies  in  which  we  go  down  into  the  grave ;  and  that 
being  raised,  we  shall  be  judged  by  Christ  accordingto 
our  works,  and  be  either  unspeakably  rewarded  or  ex- 
ceedingly punkhed  to  all  eternity. 

11.  If  from  the  articles  of  our  creed,  we  go  on  to 
the  holy  Sacrament  of  the  Church  :  here  we  have  set 
out  to  us  the  great  benefit  of  our  baptism,  and  of  what 
a  mighty  concern  it  is  to  us  in  the  bdsiness  of  our  sal- 
vation. And  for  the  other  Sacrament:  here  we  are 
taught,  that  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine  are  the 
same  (as  to  their  substance)  after  consecration  that  they 
were  before ;  and  are  only,  in  a  spiritual  sense,  the  flesh 
and  blood  of  our  Saviour  Christ,  by  the  participation  of 
which  we  shall  be  immortalized  and  live  forever. 

12.  And  lastly,  concerning  that  great  comprehensive 
point  of  our  religion,  the  foundation  of  our  faith,  the 
Holy  Scriptures :  here  we  may  see  what  an  opinion 
these  holy  men  had  of  the  divine  inspiration  of  them ; 
what  deference  they  paid  to  them,  and  how  they  looked 
upon  them  to  contain  the  true  words  of  the  Hdy 
Ghost 

13^  Such  is  the  doctrine  of  faith  that  is  here  delivered 
to  us.  If  from  thence  we  pass  (secondly)  to  what  con- 
cerns the  public  order  and  government  of  the  church, 
in  the  first  establishment  of  it :  here  we  may  see  by  what 
persona  it  was  directed,  and  how  many,  and  what  were 
its  orders  of  ministers. 

14.  How  necessarily  they  esteemed  it  their  duty  to 
keep  up  a  strict  communion  with  these  governors,  and 
how  little  they  thought  the  very  name  of  a  Church  could 
belong  to  those  who  separated  from  them^  we  are  here 
likewise  taught  And  how  light  soever  some  may  make 
of  the  business  of  schism  now,  yet  it  is  plain  these  holy 
men  had  a  very  difierent  apprehension  of  it,  and  hardly 
thought  thiU  such  could  be  saved  as  continued  in  it. 
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16.  And  the  same,  tn  rather  much  worse,  was  their 
opinion  of  heretics  and  apostates :  to  the  latter  of  which, 
tm  they  seem  even  to  have  denied  repentance,  if  their 
apoetacy  was  joined  with  blasphemy,  so  it  is  manifest 
that  without  it  they  thought  the  others  mu^  perish. 
And  in  the  mean  time  they  declare  that  we  ought  not 
to  have  any  communication  with  them  ;  only  we  must 
pray  for  them,  that  they  may  be  converted,  which  yrt 
they  supposed  would  be  very  hard. 

16.  As  for  those  who  continued  in  the  doctrine  and 
communion  of  the  church  :  here  we  may  see  how  zeal- 
ous they  were  in  attending  all  the  public  offices  of  it ;  how 
constantly  they  assembled  together  for  the  worship  of 
God,  notwithstanding  all  the  malice  and  fury  of  their 
enemies  against  them  upon  the  account  of  it :  here  we 
may  observe  how,  from  the  beginning,  they  had  their 
set  times  and  places  of  worship :  and  how  they  looked 
upon  such  offertories,  both  as  more  acceptable  unto  God, 
and  more  prevalent  with  him,  than  any  private  addres- 
ses that  they  could  make  to  him. 

17.  In  these  assemblies  they  not  only  put  up  their 
prayers  to  God,  but  received  also  the  holy  Sacrament  of 
the  Lord's  Supper.  And  in  that  part  of  their  service, 
none  officiated  but  either  the  Bishop  himself,  or  he  who 
was  appointed  or  allowed  of  him. 

18.  For  this  purpose  they  had  in  every  such  place  of 
their  assembling,  one  table  or  altar,  upon  which  their  ob- 
lations were  presented  to  Grod  by  the  Bishops  and  Priests. 
And  they  communicated  after  the  same  manner  that 
our  Saviour  Christ  had  set  them  the  example,  that  is 
to  say,  both  of  the  consecrated  bread  and  wine,  and 
the  former  taken  from  one  common  loaf,  which  was 
broken  and  distributed  to  them. 

19.  Nor  was  this  all ;  in  these  assemblies  the  Holy 
Scriptures  were  read  to  them ;  and  (as  I  have  before 
shewn)  some  of  the  very  treatises  I  have  here  subjoined, 
together  with  them.     And  the  Bishop  himself  instructed 
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the  people,  and  expounded  the  doctrine  of  Christ  to 
them,  b  *  ^r»*l-^ 

mart.  ^2. 

20.  By  the  Bishop  were  the  Christians  blessed,  and 
joined  together  in  the  holy  state  of  matrimony ;  and 
indeed  without  him  was  nothing  done  of  aU  that  per- 
tained unto  religion. 

21.  In  those  times  the  clergy  were  married  as  well  as 
laity ;  nor  do  we  find  it  esteemed  the  least  scandal  for 
them  so  to  be. 

22.  Here  we  may  see  what  the  ancient  manner  of 
fasting  was,  and  what  was  thought  requisite  to  render 
such  exercises  acceptable  to  God,  and  profitable  to  our 
own  souls. 

23.  In  short,  here  we  may  perceive  what  their  opin- 
ion was  of  repentance  for  sins ;  and  how  hardly  they 
thought  of  those  who  were  still  repenting,  and  yet  still 
continue  to  sin  on,  notwithstanding  their  frequent  re- 
pentance. But  especially,  here  we  are  told  that  we 
must  finish  our  repentance  before  we  die,  for  that  there 
is  no  place  for  repentance  after. 

21.  And  though  they  prescribe  confession,  as  one  act 
of  repentance,  and  necessary  to  he  performed  in  order 
to  our  forgiveness ;  yet  we  find  no  confession  mention- 
ed to  be  made  to  any  but  to  God  only ;  which  therefore 
seems  to  intimate  to  us,  that  they  accounted  that  alone 
to  have  l)een  suflicient. 

25.  But  the  care  of  their  Bishops  in  those  times  was 
not  confined  within  the  narrow  bounds  of  their  own 
churches,  but  extended  to  all  the  fairhfiil,  wheresoever 
they  were.  And  they  were  still  ready  to  look  to  tliose 
who  were  at  the  greatest  distance  from  them,  whenever 
they  thought  their  advice  or  authority  might  be  either 
useful  to  them,  or  for  the  honour  and  benefit  of  their 

iffii 

lart 

Icnce   of  their   lives,  joined  to  the  greotness  of  their  '^"'' 
character  in  the  church,  came  that  mighty  respect  that 


religion.  <^  ii^Vr" 

26.  From  this,  and  from  the  general  piety  and  excel-  nnd  maAy? 
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'^Mb  paid  to  the  JKabopsin  thoee  days ;  and  which  hovr 
great  it  was,  the  forgoing  treatises  abundantly  shew. 

27.  Bat  much  greater  was  their  veneration  for  those, 
"^ho  tiot  only  governed  well  and  adorned  their  holy  pro- 
ihttidn  by  an  exemplary  life,  but  confirmed  the  truth  of 
it  with  their  blood.  They  were  indeed  of  an  opinion 
Ihact  no  man  omgbt  causelessly  to  expose  himself  unto 
inifirciring ;  but  if  God  called  any  one  to  it,  they  doubted 
not  but  that  our  Saviour  Christ  would  both  support  him 
in  bis  oonflicts,  and  most  glorionsly  reward  him  for  the 
e«Mhrring  of  them.  Hence  was  it  their  opmion,  that 
niartyrdom  blotted  out  all  sins ;  that  they  who  suffered 
for  the  faith,  should  have  a  degree  of  glory  peculiar  to 
llieimselves,  above  all  other  Saints  in  God's  kingdom. 
And  when  God  shewed  such  regard  for  them,  they  con- 
idttded  that  they  could  never  do  eoiough  to  testify  their 
^aspect  to  them. 

2S.  To  this  we  must  ascribe  the  care  they  took  to 
gather  up  their  remains,  the  honour  which  they  paid 
to  them,  and  the  solemnities  with  which  they  depostt- 
«i  them  in  the  earth.  Hence  came  their  custom, 
which  we  here  find,  of  writing  down  the  particulars  of 
Aeir  conflicts,  and  sending  thtrtk  abroad  to  the  churches 
round  about.  Hence  their  anniversary  meetings  at  their 
tombs  and  monuments,  where  they  recited  the  acts  of 
their  martyrdoms,  and  sometimes  made  express  di&- 
ooorset  in  praise  of  their  martjrrs,  and  to  exhort  one 
another  to  the  like  constancy. 

89.  But  not  to  insist  any  longer  upon  these  particu- 
lars, there  is  yet  a  third  sort  of  matters  contained  in 
these  discourees,  and  those  of  no  less  use  to  us,  than 
either  of  the  foregoing ;  and  that  is,  the  practical  rules 
of  life  that  are  here  delivered  to  us. 

30.  Here  we  may  see  what  care  we  are  to  take,  not 
only  not  to  sin  ourselves,  but  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  not  to^ 
tetany  that  belong  tons  continue  in  sin,  lest  we  also  bo- 
Dome  partakers  of  their  evil  doings. 
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31.  Here  we  are  m^ghi,  iv>t  Qoij,  tp  hfkv«  a,  ci^ 
of  our  words  aqd  actiope,  but  of  oux  very  tlwights  a^^, 
d^ires ;  which  must  uot  be  indulged  ia  aqy  iu^taoces  i4\ 
cda;  nor  be  suffered,  if  it  be  possiblej  to  wander,  Q»,im^) 
thing  that. is  in  the  lea^ft  pleasure  wanton  or;inregulac«.4('R<m. 

32.  If,  we  wiU  hearkea  ,to  the0e  holy  n)eii|  we  n^n^ 
learn  not  only  to  do  the  will  of  God,  b^,  if  it.be.  hid) 
pleasure  mu^t  prepare  our  inii?ids  t^  endure  paiienM^u 
whatever  he  shall thin^  fittto  lay.iqponui?,.  W^  mv^i 
consider  that  troubles  aad  afflictions,  a^  sent, upon  us 
both  to  pupish  us  for  our  sins,  and  as  n^uovitoi^  tQ4(ibWi 
us  off  from  them. 

33.  To  convince  us  the  ipwe  effectually,  of  thi%,wti 
are  here  shewn  the  mighty  danger  of  richep,  espe^iaUif  j 
where  men's  hearts  are  in  any,  degree  set ,  upon  themt}. 
and  hpw  very  hardly  suph  persons  sh^dl  ha  ^saved*  W6 
are  taught  what  use  we  should  maJ^e^pf  .oux.aibunds^iM^ 
that  so  it  may  not  prove,  a  snare  to  U9*<  But .  especiaUjfv. 
we  are  shewn  the  grea^  adva^atagjs.  of  giving  almstl^ 
this  end ;  and  wh^  mighty  engagements  there  Ua  upo») 
us  to  the  practice  of  it. 

34.  And  then,  as  for,  our  Uv^;  we  are  herei  tpld^ 
that  a  Christian  must  not  only  be  good,  but  exem- 
plary ;  he  must  shew  the  truth  of  his  profession  by  a 
suitable  conversation ;  and  be  known  by  his  actions,  ra- 
ther than  by  his  words. 

35.  He  must  pray  for  all  men,  even  for  his  enemies ; 
nay,  for  the  very  enemies  of  the  Church  ;  for  hereUcs 
and  schismatics ;  for  those  of  whom  there  is  but  little 
hope  that  they  will  ever  come  to  repentance,  or  that 
God  will  give  them  grace  so  to  do. 

36.  He  must  be  kind  and  charitable  to  all  men ;  free 
from  envy  and  contention :  he  must  neither  raise  any 
differences  among  his  brethren,  nor  follow  any  in  the 
doing  of  it  To  this  end,  he  must  carefrilly  observe 
those  duties  which  relate  to  his  neighbour,  as  well  aa 
those  he  is  to  pay  to  God.    He  must  obey  magistratesi 
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must  respect  the  aged,  must  have  a  due  regard  to  all 
men.  Is  he  a  husband,  a  parent,  or  a  child?  he  must 
be  sure  to  exercise  himself  in  the  several  duties  be- 
coming those  several  relations.  In  short,  in  the  follow^ 
ing  writings  we  may  see  in  all  the  parts  of  our  duty  to- 
wards Qodf  our  neighbour,  and  ourselves,  what  we  are 
to  do,  and  what  to  avoid  ;  and  are  assured,  that  God 
both  sees  all  our  actions  now,  and  will  reward  or  punish 
us  for  them  hereafter  to  all  eternity. 

37.  And  thus  have  I  given  a  short  prospect  of  what  n 
more  largely  ccmtained  in  the  foregoing  collection.  I 
need  not  say  either  how  usefid  a  variety  of  matter  it  is, 
or  how  worthy  to  be  known  by  all  of  us.  But  I  am  sure 
that  whoever  will  take  the  pains  impartially  to  compare 
what  is  here  found  with  the  sacred  writings  of  the  New 
Testament,  may  be  able  both  with  clearness  and  cer- 
tainty to  understand  whatever  is  requisite  to  his  eternal 
salvation ;  and  that  too  with  much  more  satisfacdod 
«ad  security  than  -bom  many  volumes  of  our  later  wri- 
t«B,  who  for  the  most  part  spend  a  great  deal  of  time, 
and  take  pains  to  obscure  rather  than  explain  the  moil 
easy  and  intelligible  points  of  our  religion. 
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«QlrTHE  MANNER  AFTER  WHICH  THESE  DISCOURSES 
AREWRITTBNi  AND  THE  SIMPLICITY  OP  STYLE 
USED   IN  THEM. 


That  the  writers  of  those  times  used  no  sffectstioa  of  hamsii  elow 
quence,  but  dvliv^red  themselves  with  the  greatest  plainness  that 
they  were  able.  This  manner  of  writing  the  best  and  most  proper 
for  insiruolion.  A  short  acoouot  of  the  occaaion  of  the  present 
collection,  and  the  translation  that  is  here  made  of  the  foregoing 
Treatises. 


1.  THERE  is  yet  one  thing  'to  be  observed  by  me, 
in  reference  to  the  discourses  hare  subjoined ;  and  thai 
js,  fourthly,  concerning  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
written,  and  that  true  primitive  simplicity  which  ap^ 
pears  in  all  the  parts  of  them. 

2.  It  is  one  property  of  truth,  that  as  it  does  not  need 
any  disguise,  so  neither  does  it  seek  by  any  vain  orna- 
ments of  human  eloquence  to  recommend  itself  to  the  ap- 
probation of  those  to  whom  it  istendered.  When  the 
Apostles  preached  the^So^llo  theivorU,  they  did  it 
not  with  excellency  of  speech,  nor  with  enticing  words 
<if  man's  wisdom ;  but  in  the  demonstration  of  spirit 
and  of  power.  They  gave  such  convincing  proofe  of 
their  divine  mission,  as  forced  all  indifferent  persons  to 
acknowledge  their  auihority  :  and  they  thought  it  after 
that,  too  mean  a  thing  to  ^endeavour  to  catch  men^ 
ears,  when  without  any  such  arts  they  had  before 
captivated  their  reasso,  and  forced  them  to  confess  the 
Mlh  of  what  they  delivered. 
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3.  And  the  same  was  the  method  of  those  holy 
Fathers  who  succeeded  them.  They  knew  the  ex- 
cellency of  their  doctrine,  and  the  mighty  influence 
which  the  revelations  it  made  of  the  future  state,  would 
be  sure  to  have  upon  the  minds  of  all  considering  men : 
and  therefore  they  contented  themselves  to  lay  these 
things  before  them  in  a  plain  and  simple  manner,  and  yet 
with  such  efficacy  and  power  as  surpassed  all  the  rheto- 
ric in  the  world.      For  indeed  the  kingdom  of  God  is 

•  I  cmjtwM.  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  power. « 

4.  I«et  not  then  the  reader  be  surprized,  if  in  the  fore- 
going discourses  he  meets  with  none  of  those  oroameats 
that  are  wont  to  recommend  the  writings  of  others  to  his 
perusal ;  but  rather  let  him  consider  that  he  has  here 
to  do  with  men  who  were  above  such  a  care.  Their 
business  was  to  instruct,  not  to  please;  to  speak  to 
men's  hearts  and  consciences,  not  to  their  fancies ;  and 
they  knew  that  this  is  always  best  done  by  a  plain 
and  natural  discourse,  by  solid  rules  and  substantial  mo- 
tives, not  by  vain  words,  which  if  they  satbCy  a  man 
at  the  present,  yet  seldom  leave  any  lasting  impression 
behind  them., 

6.  But  of  the  authors  of  the  foregoing  treatises,  and 
of  the  discourses  themselves,  I  have  said  enough,  per- 
haps too  much ;  though  yet  I  think  no  more  than  what 
was  necessary  to  prepare  the  Eoglish  reader,  for  whom 
I  am  now  chiefly  concerned,  to  a  useful  perusal  of  them* 
As  for  the  present  collection  I  shall  only^y  thus  much; 
that  it  is  the  first  of  this  kind  thai  has  been  set  forth  io 
our  own  language :  nor  were  the  greate3(  part  of  ifaeJbrer 
going  pieces  ever  (that  I  know  of)  belore  tiwialated  m^ 
to  it 

6.  I  confess,  when  I  consider  the  great  usefulness  of 
9ach  a  work,  and  the  high  esteem  which  not  only  thr 
ancient  Fatheis,  but  thedoost  learned  of  all  ages  have 
had  of  the  treatises  here  coUactedtogetheiv  I  havesom^- 
times  wondered,  that  amon^w  many-  thmg^  a»  hsM' 
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€$  late  been  set  forth  in  the  ^English  tongue,  none  has 
hitherto  undertaken  such  a  task  as  this.  But  when  I 
came  to  the  trial,  I  soon  found  out  what  may  perhaps 
have  been  one  reason  of  it ;  for  indeed  could  I  have 
'foreseen  the  difficulty  of  the  work,  I  must  question 
whether  I  should  ever  have  been  persuaded  to  go  about 
it.  And  this  I  say,  not  to  magnify  any  thing  that  I 
have  done,  which  I  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  will 
be  far  from  deserving  any  great  commendation,  but  to 
suggest  an  apology  for  whatever  defects  those  of  greater 
leisure,  more  health,  and  better  abilities  shall  chance  to 
find  in  it,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  I  have  taken  to 
guess  aright  at  the  intention  of  my  authors,  and  to  de- 
liver what,  upon  the  best  examination  I  could  make,  I 
took  to  be  their  meaning. 

7.  I  need  not  say  any  thing  to  convince  those  who  are 
at  all  acquainted  with  these  matters,  and  who  are  alone 
the  competent  judges  of  the  present  performance,  how 
hard  oftentimes  it  is,  with  the  help  of  the  best  copies,  to 
hit  upon  the  true  meaning  of  an  author  who  lived  so 
many  ages  since,  as  those  I  have  here  collected ;  and 
what  great  defects,  in  many  places  there  are,  in  the  co- 
pies I  have  here  been  forced  to  make  use  of,  is  not  un- 
known to  them.  But  however,  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
great  errors  that  I  have  committed,  and  am  in  some 
hope  that  (in  this  edition  of  tliese  treatises)  I  have  no 
where  very  much,  nor  at  all  dangerously,  mistaken  the 
meaning  of  those  holy  men,  whose  sense  I  have  under- 
taken to  represent. 

8.  This  I  am  sure  of,  that  my  design  in  this  whole 
undertaking,  was  to  muiister  the  best  I  could,  to  the 
interests  of  truth  and  piety ;  and  I  thought  myself,  at 
this  time,  the  rather  obliged  to  do  it  from  the  press,  since 
it  has  pleased  God,  in  some  measure,  to  take  me  off  from 
the  ability  of  doing  it  from  the  pulpit. 

9.  If  it  shall  be  asked  how  I  came  to  choose  the 
drudgery  of  a  translator,  rather  than  the  more  ingenu- 
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ous  part  of  publishing  somewhat  of  my  own  composing?^ 
It  was  in  short  this ;  because  I  hoped  that  such  wri- 
tings as  these  would  find  a  more  general  and  impreju- 
diced  acceptance  with  all  sorts  of  men,,  than  any  thing 
that  could  be  written  by  any  one  now  living;  who,  if 
esteemed  by  some,  is  still  in  danger  of  being  despised 
by  more,  whose  prejudice  to  his  person  will  not  suifer 
tliem  to  reap  any  benefit  by  any  thing,  though  ever  so 
useful,  that  can  come  from  him ;  whilst  such  tracts  as 
these  may  possibly  receive  a  general  respect  from  aS 
sorts  of  persons,  and  meet  not  only  with  an  entertain- 
ment, but  with  an  esteem  from  all. 

10.  These  were  the  motives  that  first  induced  me  to  go- 
about  this  work ;  in  the  reasonableness  of  which,  should 
I  chance  to  be  mistaken,  yet  I  cannot  but  persuade  my- 
self, that  the  honesty  of  my  intentions  will  excuse  me 
to  all  indifferent  persons.  Let  others  then,  to  whom 
God  has  given  better  opportunities  and  greater  abilities, 
serve  the  Church  in  better  and  higher  performances.  It 
shall  suffice  me  in  any  way  to  minister  to  the  souls  of 
men.  And  if  by  this  present  undertaking  I  shall  in 
any  measure  have  contributed  to  the  reviving  of  a  true 
sense  of  piety  and  devotion  among  us,  and  especially  to 
the  disposing  of  any  number  of  men  to  consider  more 
seriously  the  fatal  consequences  of  our  present  divisions, 
and  to  labour  what  in  them  lies  towards  the  composing 
of  them,  I  shall  heartily  bless  God  both  that  he  first 
prompted  me  to  undertake  this  troublesome  task,  and 
has  since  enabled  me,  though  amidst  many  infirmities, 
to  go  through  with  it. 
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OP 

ST.  CLEMENT, 

BISHOP  OF  ROME. 

FT  adds  not  a  little  to  the  honour  of  this  venerable 
Apostolic  man,  that  he  was  a  fellow-Iabourer  with  St. 
Paul,  and  one  of  those  whose  names  were  written  in  the 
Book  of  life.     Re  was  born   at  Rome,  upon  Mount 
Cadius,  as  besides  others,  the  »  Pontifical  under  the .  ^^^  ^^ 
name  of  Demascus  informs  us.    His  fether's  name  was  ■j^J^jjTT 
Paustinus,  but  who  he  was,  and  what  his  profession  «**-^^ 
and  course  of  life  is  not  recorded. 

2.  It  is  evident  both  from  ^^Irenaeus  and  «Epiphani-»^^,  hi»- 
us,  a?  also  before  them  ^Caius  an  ancient  writer,  andj^^^****' 
from  •  Dionysius  Bishop  of  Corinth,  that  Peter  and  ^^^  ^.^JStit "" 
jointly  laid  the  foundations  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  andg,^y— » 
therefore  equally  styled  Bishops  of  it,  the  one  as  Apostle  *•  p-** 
to  the  Gentiles,  taking  care  of  the  Oentile  Christians,  pro  ml 
while  the  other  as  the  Aposde  of  the  Circumcision,  np-E^^S^iom, 
plied  himself  to  the  Jewish  converts  at  Rome.    For  weT^lViSTpi 
cannot  imagine,  that  there  being  such  chronical  and  in- 
veterate prejudices  between  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  esh 
pscially  in  matters  of  religion,  they  should  be  so  suddenly 
laid  aside  and  both  enter  common  in  one  publick  society. 
We  know  that  in  the  Church  of  Jerusalem,  till  the  de- 
struction of  the  Temple,  none  were  admitted  but  Jewish 
Converts :  and  so  it  might  be  at  first  at  Rome,  where 
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infinite  numbers  of  Jews  then  resided,  they  might  keep 
themselves  for  some  time  in  distinct  assemblies,  the  one 
under  St  Paul,  the  other  under  St.  Peter.    And  there 
seems  to  be  some  foundation  for  such  a  conjecture,  even 
in  the  Apostolic  History,  where  St.  Luke  tells  us  that  St 
Paul  at  his  first  coming  to  Rome  being  rejected  by  the 
/AenjaviiiJ  Jews  turned  to  the  Gentiles,  declaring  to  them  the  sal- 
11, 39.       '  vation  of  God,  who  gladly  heard  and  entertained  it,  and 
that  he  continued  thus  preaching  the  kingdon  of  God 
and  receiving  all  that  came  in  unto  him  for  two  years 
together.     This  I  look  upom  as  the  fiiBt  settled  founda- 
tion of  a  Gentile  Church  at  Rome,  the  further  care  and 
presidency  whereof  St  Paul  might  dev(dveupon  Linus^ 
as  St  Peter  having  established  a  church  of  Jewish  con- 
verts might  commit  it  to  the  care  of  St  Clemen^  of 
■cript  hS^u^^^^"*  *  TertuUian  expressly  says,  that  Peter  ordained 
c.  38.  p.  213.  ijini  Bishop  of  Rome.    Accordingly  the  compiler  of  the 
47^'oai  451*  ^Apostolic  Constitutions  makes  Linus  to  have  been  or- 
dained Bishop  of  Rome  by  St.  Paul  and  Clement  by  Su 
Peter. 

3.  By  a  firm,  patient  and  prudent  care,  he  weathered 
out  the  stormy  and  troublesome  times  of  Domitian,  and 
the  short  but  peaceable  reign  of  Nerva.  When  alas  the 
clouds  returned  after  rain,  and  began  to  thicken  into  a 
blacker  storm  in  the  time  of  Trajan. 

4  Simeon  the  Metaphrast  in  the  account  of  his  mar-. 
tyrdom,  sets  down  the  beginning  of  his  troubles  to  thi» 
effect  St.  Clement  having  converted  Theodora  a  noble 
X4ady,  and  afterwards  her  husband  Sisinnius,  a  kinsman 
and  favorite  of  the  late  Emperor  Nerva>  the  gaining  «>, 
great  a  man  quickly  drew  on  others  of  note  and  quality 
to  embrace  the  faith.  So  prevalent  is  Uie  example  of 
religious  greatness  to  sway  men  to  piety  and  virtue. 
But  envy  naturally  maligns  the  good  of  others  or  hates 
the  instrument  that  procures  it  This  good  succeat 
i  lb.  ibid.  p.  derived  upon  him  the  particular  odium  of  ■  TorcuXianug^ 
a  man  of  great  power  and  aAiuUiority  at  that  time  ia 
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Bome;  who  by  the  inferior  magistrates  of  the  city,  exGi- 
ted  the  people  to  a  mutiny  against  the  Holy  Man,  diai^ 
ging  him  with  magic,  and  Sorcery,  and  for  being  an  ene- 
my and  blasphemer  of  the  gods^  crying  out,  either  that 
he  should  do  sacrifice  to  them,  or  expiate  his  impiety  with 
his  Mood.  Mamertinus,  Prefect  of  the  city,  a  moderate 
and  prudent  man,  being  willing  to  appease  the  uproar, 
sent  lor  St.  Clement  and  mildly  persuaded  him  to  com- 
ply. But  finding  his  resolution  inflexible  he  sent  to  ac- 
quaint the  Emperor  with  the  case,  who  returned  this 
short  rescript,  that  he  should  either  sacrifice  to  the  godsy 
or  be  banidied  to  Cherson,  a  disconsolate  city  beyond 
the  pontific  sea.  Mamertinus  having  received  the  i^i- 
perial  mandate  unwillingly  complied  with  it,  and  gave 
order  that  all  things  should  be  made  ready  for  the  voy- 
age, and  accordingly  he  was  transported  thither,  to 
d^  in  the  Marble  Quarries,  and  labour  in  the  Mines. 

6.  Arriving  at  the  place  of  his  uncomfortable  exile, 
he  found  vast  numbers  of  christians  condemned  to  the 
same  miserable  fate,,  whose  minds  were  not  a  little  erect- 
ed under  all  their  pressures  at  the  sight  of  so  good  a 
man,  by  whose  constant  preaching,  and  the  frequent 
miracles  that  he  wrought,  their  enemies  were  converted 
into  a  better  (pinion  of  them  and  their  religion,  the  in- 
habitants of  those  countries  daily  flocking  over  to  the 
faith,  so  that  in  a  little  time  Christianity  had  beaten  Pa- 
ganism out  of  the  field,  and  all  monuments  of  Idolatry 
in  those  parts  were  defaced  and  overturned.  The  fame 
whereof  was  quickly  carried  to  the  Emperor,  who  disr 
patcbed  Ausidianus  the  President  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
growing  sect,  which  by  methods  of  terror  and  cruelty  he 
commenced  putting  great  numbers  of  them  to  death. 
But  finding  how  readily  and  resolutely  they  pressed  up 
to  execution,  and  that  this  day's  mart3nrs  did  but  prepaxe 
others  for  to-morrow's  torments,  he  gave  over  contend- 
ing with  the  multitude,  and  resolved  to  single  out  one  of 
note  above  the  rest,  whose  exemplary  punishment  might 
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strike  dread  and  terror  to  the  reet     For  this  pur|K)se  St 
Olement  is  pitched  upon,  and  all  temptations  being  in 
Tain  tried  upon  him,  the  execationers  are  commanded 
to  carry  him  abroad,  and  throw  him  into  the  bottom  of 
the  Sea,  where  the  Christians  might  despair  of  finding 
him.    His  martyrdom  happened  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  November,  according  to  Barooius  and  the  ordinary 
Roman  computation,  but  on  the  ninth  of  that  month, 
yLocmipr.  ^X®  ^^^  ^'^^'^  Martyrology  published  by  JBucheriouBy 
dt.  p.  9».    ^^^  which  unquestionably  was  one  of  the  true  and  genu- 
ine Calenders  of  the  ancient  Church.      He  was  honour- 
ed at  Rome  by  a  churcih  erected  to  his  memory,  stand- 
ftDeKripcin  ing  OS  late  as  the  time  of  k  St.  Hierom. 

CtaBMQt 

6.  The  writings  which  at  this  day  bear  the  name  of 
this  Apostdic  man,  are  of  two  sorts,  genuine  or  suppo- 
sititious. In  the  first  class  is  that  fiunous  Epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  so  much  magnified  by  the  ancients.    The 

I  Cod.  186.  style  of  it,  as  ^  Photius  truly  observes,  is  very  plain  and 
^'  ^^  simple,  imitating  an  Ecclesiastical  and  unaffected  way 
of  writing,  and  which  breathes  the  true  genius  and  spirit 
of  the  Apostolic  age.  It  was  written  upon  the  occasion 
of  a  great  schismand  sedition  in  the  church  of  Corinth,  be- 
gun by  twoor  three  factious  persons  against  the  govemoiB 
of  the  Church,  who  envying  either  the  gifts,  or  the  author- 
ity and  esteem  of  their  guides  and  teachers,  had  attempt, 
ed  to  depose  them  and  had  drawn  the  greatest  part  of 
the  Church  into  the  conspiracy ;  whom  therefore  he 
endeavoured  by  soft  words  and  hard  arguments  to  reoon* 
cile  to  peace  and  unity. 

7.  As  for  those  writings  that  are  undoubtedly  spurious 
and  supposititious  (disowned  as  Eusebius  says  because 
they  did  not  retain  the  true  stamp  and  character  of  the  or- 
thodox Apostolic  doctrine,)  there  are  four  extant  at  this  day 
that  are  entitled  to  him,  the  Apostolic  Canons  and  the 
Constitution  (said  to  be  penned  by  him,  though  dictaffed 
by  the  Apostles)  the  Recognitions  and  the  Epistle  to  St 
James. 
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ST.    POLYCARP, 

BISHOP  or  8MYRNA. 

POLYCARP  was  bora  towaids  the  lalteffiend  of  No* 
To's  reign,  or  it  may  be  a  little  sooner,  bis  great  age  ai 
the  time  of  his  deatb,^  with  some  other  circmnstanoes 
rendering  it  highly  probable,  if  not  certain.  It  is  un* 
certain  where  he  was  born,  and  I  see  no  sufficient 
reason  why  we  may  not  fix  his  nativity  at  Smyrna^ 
an  eminent  city  of  Ionia  in  the  lesser  Asia.  The 
Greeks  in  their  Menaeon,  report  that  he  was  educated  al 
the  charge  of  a  certain  noble  Matron  (whose  name  we 
are  told  was  Callisto)  a  woman  of  great  piety  and  charJh 
ty,  who  when  she  had  exhausted  all  her  granaries  in 
relieving  the  poor,  had  them  suddenly  filled  again  by 
St.  Polycarp's  prayers.  In  his  younger  years  be  is  said 
to  have  been  instructed  in  the  christian  faith  by  Buco^ 
lus,  whom  the  same  ^  Menseon  elsewhere  informs  us 
Sl>  John  had  consecrated  Bisliop^  of  Smyrna ;  however  ^vrvs-. 
^authors  of  more  unquestionable  credit  and  ancient  daite 
tell  US,  that  he  was  St.  John's  disciple,  and  not  his  only,  ^  s-  Hivron. 

.  "^  •"  d«  Seript.  in 

but  as  ^  Irenasus,  who-  was  his  echolai:  (followed  herein  ^o'ycarp. 
by  St.  Ilierom)  assures  us,  he  was  taught  by  the  Apoe- ^oy.  p,Sl' 
tles^  and  famiiiarly  conversed  with  many  who  hadseen.ref.^'ra.Si 
our  Lord  in  the  Flesh.  L^.^t 

2.  Buoolus  the. vigilant)  and  iadUBlrious  Bishopi  of^^^'^^* 
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Smjnma  being  dead,  (by  whom  St.  Pdycarp  was,  we 
mTS  ^^^^  ^  ^^^i  made  Deacon  and  Catechist  of  that  church, 
*VK>  an  office  which  h^  discharged  with  great  diligence  and 
success,)  Poiycaip  was  ordained  in  his  room,  according 
tx  to  Bucolus'  own  prediction,  who  as  the  «  Greeks  report, 
^  had  in  his  lifetime  foretdd  that  he  should  be  his  succes^ 
sor. 

3.  It  was  not  many  years  after  St  John's  death,  when 
the  persecution  under  Trajan  began  to  be  reinforced, 
wherein  the  Eastern  parts  had  a  very  large  share.  Ann. 
Chr.  CVII.  Ignatius  was  condemned  by  the  Emperor  at 
Antioch,  and  sentenced  to  be  transported  to  Rome  in  or- 
der to  his  execution.  On^Us  voyage  thither  he  put  in 
at  Smyrna,  to  salute  and  converse  with  Polycarp,  these 
holy  men  mutually  C4»nforting  and  encouraging  each 
other,  and  conferring  together  about  the  affairs  of  the 
church.  From  Smyrna,  Ignatius  and  his  company 
sailed  to  Troas,  whence  he  sent  back  an  Epistle  to  the 
Church  of  Smyrna,  wherein  he  endeavours  to  fortify 
them  against  Uie  errors  of  the  times  which  had  crept  in 
amongst  them,  especially  against  those  who  undermined 
our  Lord's  humanity,  and  denied  his  coining  in  the  flesh, 
affirming  him  to  have  suffered  only  in  an  imaginary 
and  iautastic  body.  An  opinion,  (which  as  it  deserved) 
he  severely  censures,  and  strongly  refutes.  He  further 
presses  them  to  a  due  observance  and  regard  of  their 
Bishop,  and  those  spiritual  guides  and  ministers  which 
under  him  were  set  over  them ;  and  that  they  wouU 
despatch  a  messenger  on  purpose  to  the  Church  of  An-' 
iiocb,  to  congratulate  that  peace  and  tranquillity  which 
then  began  to  be  restored  to  them.  Besides,  this  he 
wrote  particularly  to  St.  Polycarp  whom  he  knew  to  be 
a  man  of  an  ApostoUc  temper,  a  person  of  singular  faith- 
fulness and  integrity,  recommending  to  him  the  care 
and  superintendency  of  his  disconsokte  church  at  Anti- 
och. In  the  Epistle  itsdf,  as  extant  at  this  day,  these 
are  many  short  and  useful  rules  and  precepts  of  life,  ee- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ST:  POLYCARP.  481 

feciaUy  such  as  cencem  the  pastorial  and  episcopal  of 
Ace.  And  here  again  he  renews  his  request  concerning 
Aiitioch,  that  a  messenger  might  be  sent  from  Smyrna 
to  that  church,  and  that  St.  Polycarp  would  write  to 
other  churches  to  do  the  like  ;  a  thing  which  he  would 
have  done  himself,  had  not  his  hasty  departure  from 
Troas  prevented  him.  And  more  than  this,  we  find 
nothing  concerning  Polycarp  for  many  years  after,  4m-  , 
til  some  unhappy  differences  in  the  church  brought  him 
upon  the  public  stage. 

4.  It  happened  that  the  Q,uartodeciman  controversy 
about  the  observance  of  Easter  began  to  grow  very  high 
between  the  Eastern  and  Western  Churches,  each 
standing  very  stifiy  upon  their  own  way,  and  justifying 
themselves  by  Apostolic  practice  and  tradition.  That  this 
fire  might  not  break  out  into  a  greater  flame,  St.  Pdy- 
<»urp  f  undertakes  a  journey  to  Rome  to  interpose  with  /ireii.M«i. 
those  who  were  the  main  supporters  and  champions  of  ecci.  i.  4.'e 
the  opposite  party,  and  gave  life  and  spirit  to  the  contro- 
versy. Though  the  exact  time  of  his  coming  hither 
eaxmoi  precisely  be  defined,  yet  will  it  in  a  great  measure 
depend  upon  Anicetus  his  successor  to  that  See,  in  whose 
time  he  came  thither.  Those  holy  and  blessed  souls 
knowing  the  main  and  vital  parts  of  religion,  not  to  be 
concerned  in  rituals  and  external  observances,  mutually 
saluted  and  embraced  each  othei.  They  could  not  in- 
deed so  satisfy  one  another,  as  that  either  would  quit 
the  customs  which  they  had  observed,  but  were  content 
'still  to  retain  their  own  sentiments,  without  violating 
that  charity,  which  was  the  great  and  common  law  of 
their  religion.  In  token  whereof  they  communica- 
ted together  at  the  holy  sacrament ;  and  Anicetus  to 
put  the  greater  honour  upon  St  Polycarp,  gave  him 
leave  to  consecrate  the  Eucharist  in  his  own  church  : 
after  which  they  parted  peaceably,  each  side  though  re- 
taining their  ancient  rites,  yet  tnairnifcining  the  peace 
4uad  communion  ctf  the  church. 
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{m  1*1%/  ^  During  hfe  aiajf  at  ^Rome  he  mainly  set  himself  to 
"  J^^i^.t^'^v"*^  K^^isayers,  testifying  the  truth  of  those  doc- 

4. «.  14.  *  4r||ie»  which  he  had  received  from  the  Apostles,  whereby 
*  he  had  reclaimed  many  to  the  communion  of  the  church, 
who  had  been  infected  and  overrun  with  errors,  espe- 
ciaUy  the  pernicious  herecies  of  Marcionand  Yalentinus. 
6.  In  the  reign  of  M.  Antoninus  and  L.  Yerus,  be- 
gan a  severe  persecution,  (whether  fourth  or  fifth  let 
others  enquire)  against  the  Christians.  But  the  storm 
increased  into  a  more  violent  tempest  about  the  seventh 
year  of  their  reign,  Ann.  Chr.  clxvii.  when  the  Empe- 
ror Marcus  Antoninus  designing  an  expedition  against 

to^'^i.^'**  the  ^  Marcomani,   the  terror  of  whom  had   sufficiently 

^'m' ** *^ awakened  them  at  Rome,  summoned  the  priests  togeth- 
er, and  began  more  solemnly  to  celebrate  their  religious 
rites,  and  no  doubt  but  he  was  told  that  there  was  no 
«  better  way  to  propitiate  and  atone  the  gods,  than  to  bear 
hard  upon  the  Christians,  generally,  looked  upon  as  the 
most  open  and  hateful  enemies  of  their  gods.  And  now 
it  was  that  St.  Polycarp  after  a  long  and  diligent  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  in  his  Episcopal  station  tedeived  his 
crown.  Concerning  his  sufferings  and  martyrdom  we 
have  a  full  and  particular  relation  in  a  letter  of  the 
Church  of  Smyrna,  written  not  long  after  his  death  to 
the  Church  of  Philomelum  (or  more  truly  Philadelphia) 
and  in  the  name  of  an  Encyclical  Bpittie,  to  aO  tfie 
Dioceses  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Churches ;  the  for  great- 
est part  whereof  Eusebius  has  inserted  into  his  Histoty, 
leaving  out  only  the  beginning  and  the  end,  though  the 
entire  Epistle  together  with  its  ancient  version,  or  rather 
paraphrase,  is  since  published  by  Bishop  Usher.  It  was 
penned  by  Euaristus,  and  afterwards  (as  appears  by  their 
several  subscriptions  at  the  end  of  it)  transcribed  out  of 
Irenseus'  copy  by  Caius^  cotemporary  and  familiar  liHtb 
Iroittus,  out  of  his  by  one  Socrates  at  Cdrinth,  and  ftdbk 
his  by  PionitiB,  tvbo  had  with  gtetst  diligence  found  k 
out    Apieceitisthatdn^ngesasiiagUterMeetti  atfd 
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'••     . 
reverence  both  for  the  subject  matter  OQd  the  antiquity - 
of  it  with  which  >  Scalio^er  thinks  every  'serious  anil  de- '  Animai^. 

.  °  ^  .ad  Cmeb. 

vout  mind  must  needs  be  so  affected,  as  never  to  think  it  chr.  u  n. 

-  ramclxixlU. 

has  enough  of  it :  professing  for  his  own  jpart  that  hep- mi- 
never met  with  any  thing  in  all  the  history  of  the 
Church,  with  the  reading  whereof  he  was  more  trans- 
ported,  so  that  he  seemed  no  longer  to  be  himself. 

7.  As  for  the  writings  of  St.  Polycarp,  besides  that  ^  ^  ^ 
J  St  Hierom  mentions  the  volumes  of  Papias  and  Poly-'^jj^n-^p-^**- 
carp,  and  the  above-mentioned  ^  Pionius's  Epistles  and  *  vit.  Pon- 
HomiUes,  Urenaeus  evidently  intimates  that  he  wrote  S?p.%fl7."* 
several  Epistles,  of  wliich  none  are  extant  at  this  day,  l^E^iid 
but  the  Epistle  to  the  Philippians.  e!^  nf 
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ST.   IGNATIUS, 

BISHOP  OP  ANTIOCH. 

FINDING  nothing  recorded  concerning  the  country 
or  parentage  of  tlib  holy  man,  I  shall  not  build  upon 
mere  fancy  and  conjecture.  He  is  ordinarily  styled 
both  by  himself  and  others  Theophorus,  which  though 
like  Justus  it  is  often  no  more  than  a  common  epithet, 
yet  it  is  sometimes  used  as  a  proper  name.  It  is  written 
according  to  the  different  accents,  either  Theophc/ros^ 
and  then  it  denotes  a  divine  person,  a  man  whose  soul 
is  full  of  God,  and  all  holy  and  divine  qualities,  as  Ig- 
natius himself  is  said  to  explain  it ;  or  Theo'phoroSj  and 
80  in  a  passive  signification  it  implies  one  that  is  born  or 
carried  by  God.  And  in  this  latter  sense  he  is  said  to 
have  derived  the  title  from  the  Lord's  taking  him  up  in- 
to his  arms. 

2.  In  his  younger  years  he  was  brought  up  under 
Apostolical  instruction  ;  so  «  Chrysostom  tells  us,  that  he  •  ib  a.  p.  9 
was  intimately  conversant  with  the  Apostles,  educated 
and  nursed  up  by  them,  every  where  at  hand,  and 
made  partaker,  both  of  their  familiar  discourses,  and 
more  secret  and  uncommon  mysteries.  Which  though 
it  is  probable  he  means  of  his  particular  conversation 
with  St,  Peter  and  Paid,  yet  some  of  the  beforemen- 
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•  ^^  t*5:  tioned  authors,  and  not  they  only,  but  the  ^  Acts  of  bis 
Edit  U"»- Martyrdom,  written  as  it  is  supposed  by  some  one 
present  at  the  time,  further  assure  us,  that  he  Vas  St 
Jobn^s  Disciple.  Being  fully  instructed  in  the  doctrines 
of  Christianity,  he  was  for  his  eminent  parts,  and  the 
great  piety  of  his  life,  chosen  to  be  Bishop  of  Antioch 
the  metropolis  of  Syria,  and  the  noost  famous  and  re- 
nowned city  of  the  East ;  not  more  remarkable  among 
foreign  writers  for  being  the  oriental  seat  of  Roman 
Emperors,  and  their  Vice-Roys  and  Governors,  than  it 
is  in  Ecclesiastics  for  its  eminent  entertainment  of  the 
Christian  Faith,  its  giving  the  venerable  title  of  Chris- 
tians to  the  disciples  of  the  Holy  Jesus,  and  Sl  Peter's 
first  and  peculiar  residence  in  this  place»  I  shall  not 
need  to  prove  what  is  evident  enough  in  itself,  and 
plainly  acknowledged  by  the  ancients,  that  Peter  and 
Paul  planted  Christianity  in  this  city,  and  both  concur- 
red to  the  foundation  of  this  church  ;  the  one  applying 
himself  to  the  Jews,  the  other  to  the  Gentiles*  And 
large  enough  was  the  vineyard  to  admit  the  joint  en- 
deavours of  these  two  great  planters  of  the  Gospel,  il 
b9ing  a  vast  populous  city,  containing  at  that  time  ac- 
cording to  St.  Chr}'so6tom'i9  computation,  no  leas  thao 
two  hundred  thousand  souls.  But  the  Apostles  (who 
could  not  stay  always  in  one  place)  being  called  off  U> 
the  ministry  of  other  churches,  saw  it  necessary  to  sub- 
stitute others  in  their  room,  the  one  resigning  his  trust  to 
Euodius  ;  the  other  to  Ignatius.  Hence  in  the  Apos- 
•Lib  7.c47.^^*^  Constitutions  ®  Euodius  is  said  to  be  ordained  ffisb- 
f'^i-  op  of  Antioch  by  St  Peter ;  and  Ignatius  by  St.  Paul ; 
UU  Euodius  dying,  and  the  Jewish  converts  being  bet- 
ter reconciled  to  the  Gentiles,  Ignatius  succeeded  in  the 
sole  care  and  Presidency  over  that  cburcb,.  wherein  hie 
might  possibly  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  Peter  him- 
4  Ad  An.  «dt  Ift  which  respect  probably  the  author  of  the  <i  At- 
m!^^  ^exandriAaCbrooicoameftotit,  when  be  affirms  that  If- 
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natius  was  coD8liti|ted  Bishop  of  AnUocb  by  the  Apos- 
Ues. 

3.  Somewhat  above  forty  years  St  Ignatius  continued 
in  his  charge  at  Antioch,  (Nicephorus  Patriarch  of  Con- 
etantinople  assigns  him  but  four  years^  the  figure  jm  for 
forty,  being  probably  through  the  carelessness  of  trans- 
cribers slipped  out  of  the  account)  in  the  midst  of  very 
stormy  and  tempestuous  times.  But  •  he  like  a  wise'  Act  igMi. 
and  prudent  pilot  sat  at  the  stern,  and  declined  the  dan- 
gers that  threatened  them  by  his  prayers  and  tears,  his 
fastings  and  the  constancy  of  his  preaching,  and  those 
indefatigable  pains  he  took  among  them,  fearing  lest  any 

of  the  more  weak  and  unsettled  Christians  might  be 
overborne  with  the  storiTis  of  perseculion.  Never  did  a 
little  calm  and  quiet  interval  happen,  but  he  rejoiced  ia 
the  prosperity  of  the  Church :  though  as  to  himself  he 
somewhat  impatiently  expected  and  longed  for  martyr- 
dom, without  which  he  accounted  he  could  never  per- 
fectly attain  to  the  love  of  Christ,  nor  fill  up  the  duty 
and  measures  of  a  true  disciple,  which  accordingly  af- 
terwards became  his  portion. 

4.  It  was  about  the  year  of  Christ  CVII.  When 
Trajan  the  Emperor^ swelled  with  his  late  victory  over 
the  Scythians  and  the  Daci,  about  the  9th  year  of  his 
reign  came  to  Antioch,  to  make  preparation  for  the  war 
which  he  was  resolved  to  make  upon  the  Parthians  and 
Armenians.  He  entered  the  city  with  the  pomp  and 
solemnity  of  a  triumph,  and  as  his  first  care  usually  was 
about  the  concernments  of  religion,  he  began  presently 

to  enquire  into  that  affair.  Indeed  he  ^ looked  upon  it/ Ac$*p^  f.. 
as  an  affront  to  his  other  victories  to  be  conquered  by 
the  Christians ;  and  therefore  to  make  this  religion 
stoop,  had  already  commenced  a  persecution  against 
them  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  which  he  resolved 
iociury  on  here.  Si.  Ignatius  (whose  solicitude  for  the 
good  of  his  flock  made  him  continually  stand  upon  his 
guard)  thinking  it  more  prudent  to  go  himself,  than 
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j^AetifB.p.gtjiy  to  be  sent  for,  of  his  own  ?  accord  presented  him- 
self to  the  Emperor,  between  whom  there  is  siiid  to 
have  piissed  a  large  and  pa rticiilar  discourse,  the  Empe- 
ror wondering  that  he  dared  to  tranggress  his  laws,  while 
the  good  man  asserted  his  own  innocence.  Tb«  issue 
was,  that  he  was  cast  into  prison,  where  (if  what  the 
Greek  Rituals  and  some  others  report,  be  true)  he  was 
for  the  constancy  and  resolution  of  his  profession,  sub- 
jected to  the  most  severe  and  merciless  tormejits,  whip- 
ped with  PlumlKitae,  scourges  with  leaden  bullets  at  the 
end  of  them,  forced  to  hold  fire  in  his  hands,  while  his 
sides  were  burnt  with  paper  dipped  in  oil,  his  feet  stood 
upon  live  coals,  and  his  flesh  was  torn  off  with  burning 
pincers.  Having  with  an  invincible  patience  overcome 
the  malice  and  cruelty  of  his  tormenters,  tlie  Emperor 
« Act  M»r-P**onounced  the  »  final  sentence  upon  him,  that  being 
^'^^  incurably  overrun  with  superstition,  he  should  be  carried 
bound  by  soldiers  to  Rome.  The  good  man  heartily 
rejoiced  at  the  fatal  decree,  I  thank  thee,  O  Lord  (said 
he)  that  thou  hast  condescended  thus  perfectly  to  hon- 
our me  with  thy  love,  and  hast  thought  me  worthy 
with  thy  Apostle  Paul  to  be  bound  with  iron  chains. 
"With  that  he  cheerfully  embraced  his  '.luuns,  and  hav- 
ing fervently  prayed  for  his  Church,  and  with  tears  re- 
commended it  to  the  divine  care  and  providence,  he  de- 
livered up  himself  into  the  hands  of  his  keepers,  that 
were  appointed  to  transport  him  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion. 

5.  It  may  justly  seem  strange,  and  it  was  that  which 
yAnimndv,  ptizzled  the  great  JScaliger,  why  he  should  be  sent  so 
ciLrS!'*^  far  away  from  Antioch  in  Syria  to  be  martyred  at  Rome. 
First,  It  was  usual  with  the  Governors  of  Provinces, 
Whereof  these  probable  accounts  may  be  rendered, 
where  the  malefactors  were  more  than  ordinarily  eini- 
nent,  either  for  the  quality  of  their  perrons,  or  the  na- 
ture of  their  crimes,  to  send  them  to  Rome,  that  their 
punishment  might  bo  made  exen\plary  in  the  eye  of 
the  world.    Secondly,  his  enemies  were  not  willing  that 
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he  etould.soffer  at  home,  where  he  was  too  much  hon- 
oured andesteemeJ  already,  and  where  his  death  would 
but  raise' him  into  a  higher  veneration  with  the  people, 
and  settle  their  mipds  in  a  firmer  belief  of  (hat  Faith, 
which-  he  had  taught  them,  and  which  they  then  saw 
him  sealing  with  his  blood.  Thirdly,  by  so  long  a 
journey,  they  hoped  that  in  all  places  where  he  came, 
men  would  be  more  efiectually  terrified  from  embracing 
that  Religion,  which  they  saw  sa  much  distasted  and 
resented  by  the  Emperor,  and  the  profession  whereof 
could  not  be  purchased  but  at  so  dear  a  rate ;  besides 
the  probability,  that  by  this  usage  the  constancy  of  Igna- 
tius himself  might  be  broken,  and  he  forced  to  yield. 
Fourthly,  they  designed  to  make  the  good  man's  pun- 
ishment as  severe  and  heavy  as  they  could,  and  there- 
fore contrived,  that  there  might  be  a  concurrence  of  ciir-' 
cumstances  to  render  it  bitter  and  grievous  ta  him.  His 
great  dge,  being  then  probably  above  fourscore  years  old, 
the  vast  length  and  tediousness  of  the  journey,  (which 
was  not  a  little  increased  by  their  going  the  farthest 
wny,  for  they  did  not  take  the  direct  passage  to  Rome, 
but  by  infinite  windings,  diverted  from  place  to  place) 
the  trouble  and  difficulty  of  the  passage,  bad  at  all  times, 
but  much  worse  now  in  Winter,  the  want  of  all  necessary 
conveniences  and  accommodations  for  so  aged  and  in- 
firm a  person,  the  rude  and  merciless  usage  of  his  keep- 
ers, who  treated  him  with  all  ragged ness  and  inhumani- 
ty :  From  Syria  even  to  Rome  both  by  sea  and  land  I 
fight  with  Beasts,  night  and  day  I  am  chained  to  ten 
Leopards,  (which  is  my  military  guard)  who,  the  kinder 
lam  to  them,  are  the  more  cruel  and  fiei-ce  to  me,  as 
■^himself  complains.  Besides  what  was  dearer  tohimftEpM.  •* 
than  all  this,  his  credit  and  reputation  might  be  in  dan^ft;^riL£tS: 
ger  to  sufler  with  him,  seeing  at  so  great  a  distance  theW.*'  ""  ^ 
Romans  were  more  likely  to  understand  him  to  suflfer 
as  a  malefactor  for  some  notorious  crime,  than  as  a 
Martyr  for  Religion,  and  this   i  Metaphrastes  assures '  mu^.  vi* 

■upi'.  p.  flOSL 
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U9|  was  one  particular  reason  of  his  being  sent  thither* 
Not  to  say  that  beyond  all  this,  the  Divine  Providence 
(which  knows  how  to  bring  good  out  of  evil,  and  to 
overrule  the  designs  of  bad  men  to  wise  and  excellent 
purposes)  might  rather  permit  it  to  be  so,  that  the  lead- 
ing of  so  great  a  man  so  far  in  triumph,  might  make  the 
Faith  more  remarkable  and  illustrious,  that  he  ixughi 
have  the  better  opportunity  to  establish  and  confirm  the 
Christians,  who  flocked  to  him  from  all  parts  as  he  came 
nlong  ;  and  by  giving  them  an  example  of  a  generous 
virtue,'arm  them  with  the  stronger  resolution  to  die  for 
their  Religion,  and  especially  that  he  might  seal  the  truth 
of  his  religion  at  Rome,  where  his  death  might  be,  as 
Chrysostom  speaks,  a  Tutor  of  Piety,  and  teach  the  city 
that  was  so  famous  for  arts  and  wisdom,  a  new  and  bet^ 
ter  philosophy  than  they  had  learnt  before. 
«>A^ifiiat  6.  Being  «» consigned  to  a  guard  of  ten  soldiers,  he 
took  his  leave  of  his  beloved  Antioch  (and  a  sad  parting 
po  doubt  there  was  between  him  and  his  people ;  who 
were  to  see  his  face  no  more)  and  was  conducted  on  foot 
tQ  Selucia,  a  poit-town  of  Syria,  about  sixteen  miles 
distant  from  thence,  the  very  place  whence  Paul  and 
Barnabas  set  sail  for  Cyprus.  Here  going  abix>ad,  after 
a  tedious  and  difficult  voyage  (hey  arrived  at  Smyrna,  a 
&mou^cily  of  Ionia,  where  they  were  no  sooner  set  on 
shore  but  he  went  to  salute  St.  Polycarp  Hishop  of  the 
place,  hb  old  fellow-pupil  under  St.  John  the  Apostle. 
Joyful  was  the  meeting  of  these  two  holy  men,  St.  Poly- 
parp  being  so  far  from  beingdiscouraged  that  he  rejoiced 
in  the  other's  chains,  and  earnestly  pressed  him  to  a  firm 
and  final  perseverance.  Hither  came  from  the  country 
round,  about,  especially  the  Bishops,  Presbyters  and 
Deacons  of  the  Asian  Churches,  to  beliold  so  venerable 
a  sight,  to  partake  of  the  holy  Martyr's  prayers  and 
blessing,  and  to  encourage  him  to  hold  on  to  his  con- 
summation. To  requite  whose  kindness,  and  for  their 
further  instruction  and  estabUshment  of  the  Faith,  be 
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wrote  n  Letters  from  hence  to  several  of  the  Churched,  ]^£j»««»-^- 
one  to  the  Ephesions,  wherein  he  commends  Onesimus^  i^^^* 
their  Bishop  for  his  singular  charity ;  another  to  Mag<- 
nesians,  a  city  seated  upon  the  river  Meander,  which  he 
sent  by  Damas  their  Bishop^  Bassus  and  Apolionius 
Presbyters,  and  Sotio,  Deacon  of  that  Church  ;  a  third 
to  the  TraiUans  by  Polybius  their  Bishop,  wherein  he 
particularly  presses  tliem  to  subjection  to  their  spiritual 
guides,  and  to  avoid  those  pestilent  Hseretical  doctrines 
that  were  then  risen  in  the  Church.  A  fourth  he  wrote 
to  the  Christians  at  Rome,  to  acquaint  them  with  hiii 
present  state,  and  passionate  desire  not  to  be  hindered 
in  that  course  of  Martyrdom,  which  he  was  now  has> 
tening  to  accomplish. 

7.  His  keepers  a  little  impatient  of  their  stay  at 
Smyrna,  set  sail  for  Troas,  a  noted  city  of  the  leeser 
Phrygia,  not  far  from  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Troy  : 
where  at  his  arrival  he  was  not  a  Uttle  refreshed  with 
the  news  that  he  received  of  the  persecution  ceasing  in 
the  Church  of  Antioch.  Hither  several  Churches  seiit 
their  messengers  to  visit  and  salute  him,  and  hence  he 
dispatched  two  Epistles,  one  to  the  Church  at  Phihtdd- 
phia,  to  press  them  to  love  and  unity,  and  to  stand  fest 
in  the  truth  and  simpUcity  of  the  Gospel,  the  other  to  the 
Church  of  Smyrna,  from  whence  he  lately  departed,  which 
he  sent,  as  also  the  former,  by  Burrhus  the  Deacon, whom 
they  and  the  Ephedians  had  sent  to  wait  upon  him ;  sind 
together  with  that  (as  P  Eusebius  informs  us)  he  wrote 
privately  to  St.  Pblycarp,  particulariy  recommending  toi«7. 
him  the  care  and  oversight  of  the  Church  of  Antioch, 
ibr  which  as  a  vigilant  Pastor  he  could  not  but  hktis  a 
lender  and  very  dear  regard ;  tJiough  very  learned  men 
(but  certainly  without  Any  just  reason)  think  this  not  t6 
have  been  a  distinct  Epistle  from  the  former,  but  jointly 
4firected  and  intended  to  St  Polybarp  and  his  Church  of 
Stttyrna.  Which  however  it  be,  they  concludis  it  a)^  c^- 
tain  that  the  Epi^e  to  St.  Polycarpiiow  extant,  is  ix0t»t 
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of  it,  OB  ia  which  nothing  of  the  true  temper  and  spirit  of 
Ignatius  does  appear,  while  others  of  great  note  not  im- 
probably contend  for  it  as  genuine  and  sincere.     From 
Troas  they  sailed  to  Neapolis,  a  maritime  town  of  Ma- 
cedonia, thence  to  Philippi,  a  Roman' colony  ((he  very 
same  journey  which  St.  Paul  had  gone  before  him,) 
'BpiM.poif- where  (as  PSt.  Polycarp  intimates  in  his  Epistle  to  that 
nSBp.  p.  13.  Church)  tliey  were  entertained  with  all  imaginable  kind- 
St  ness  and  courtesy,  and  conducted  forward  in  their  jour- 

ney. Hence  they  passed  on  foot  through  Macedonia 
and  Epirus,  until  they  came  to  Epidamnum  a  city  of 
Dalmatia,  where  again  taking  ship  they  sailed  through 
the  Adriatic,  and  arrived  at  Rhegium  a  port  town  in  It- 
aly, whence  they  directed  their  course  through  the 
Tyrrhenian  Sea  to  Puteoli,  Ignatius  desiring  (if  it 
might  have  been  granted)  thence  to  have  gone  by  land, 
that  he  might  have  traced  the  same  way,  by  which  St. 
Paul  went  to  Rome.  After  a  day  and  a  night's  stay  at 
Puteoli,  a  prosperous  wind  quickly  carried  them  to  the 
Roman  port,  the  great  harbour  and  station  for  their  na- 
vy, built  near  Ostia  at  the  mouth  of  Tyber,  about  six- 
teen miles  from  Rome,  whither  the  holy  Martyr  longed 
to  come,  as  much  desirous  to  be  at  the  end  of  his  race, 
as  his  keepers,  weary  of  their  voyage,  were  to  be  at  the 
end  of  their.joumey. 

8.  The  Christians  at  Rome  daily  expecting  his  arrival, 
were  come  out  to  meet  and  entertain  him,  and  accor- 
dingly received  him  with  an  equal  resentment  of  joy 
.  and  sorrow.  Glad  they  were  of  the  presence  and  com- 
pany of  so  great  and  good  a  man,  but  quickly  found 
their  joy  allayed  with  the  remembrance,  how  soon,  and 
by  how  severe  a  death  he  was  to  be  taken  from  them  : 
and  when  some  of  them  did  but  intimate,  that  possi- 
bly the  people  might  be  taken  off  from  desiring  his  death, 
he  expressed  a  pious  indignation,  intreating  them  to 
cast  no  rubs  in  his  way,  nor  do  any  thing  that  might 
hinder  him,  now  he  was  hastening  to  his  crown.     Be- 
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ing  conducted  to  Rome,  he  was  presented  to  the  Prfiefect 
of  the  city,  and  it  is  probable,  the  Emperor's  letters  con- 
cerning him  were  delivered.  In  the  mean  time  while 
things  were  preparing  for  his  Martyrdom,  he  and  the 
brethren  that  resorted  to  him  improved  their  time  to  pious 
purposes ;  he  prayed  with  them,  and  for  them,  heartily 
recommended  the  state  of  ths  Churches  to  the  care  and 
protection  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  and  earnestly  solicited 
Heaven,  that  it  would  stop  the  Persecution  that  was  be- 
gun, and  bless  Christians  with  a  true  love  and  charity 
towards  one  another.  That  his  punishment  might  be 
the  more  pompous  and  public,  oneofthair  solemn  fes- 
tivals, the  time  of  their  Saturnalia,  and  that  part  of  it 
when  they  celebrated  their  Sigillaria,  was  pitched  on  for 
his  execution  :  at  which  time  they  were  wont  to  enter- 
tain the  people  with  the  bloody  conflicts  of  gladiators, 
and  the  hunting  of  and  fighting  with  beasts.  According- 
ly, on  the  13th  of  the  Calends  of  January,  that  is  Decem- 
ber 20,  he  was  brought  out  into  the  Ampitheatre,  and 
according  to  his  own  fervent  desire,  that  he  might  have 
no  other  grave  but  the  bellies  of  wild  beasts,  the  lions 
were  let  loose  upon  him,  whose  roaring  alarm  he  enter- 
tained with  no  other  concernment,  than  that  now  as 
God's  own  com  he  should  be  ground  between  the  teeth 
of  these  wild  beasts,  and  become  white  bread  for  his 
heavenly  Master. 

9.  About  this  time,  or  a  little  before,  while  Trajan 
was  yet  at  Antioch,  he  stopped,  or  at  least  mitigated  the 
persecution  against  Christians:  for  having  had  an  ac-»Ep.g7.i.w 
count  from  <i  Pliny  the  Proconsul  of  Bithynia  (whom  jaj^Pj^^io^ 
be  had  employed  for  that  purpose)  concerning  the  inno-  ^*»'«"-  '•  "• 
cency  and  simplicity  of  the  Christians,  that  they  were  a^jj^n^ig*- 
harmless  and  inoffensive  generation ;  and  lately  received  ^  bum  ap. 
a  letter  from  '  Tyberianus  Governor  of  Paleatina  Pri-  di.  oV  ut 
ma,  wherein  he  told  him  that  he  was  wearied  out  in  exe-  ^'at.  pT?! 
cuting  the   laws  against  the  GalilsBans,  who  crowded  ^  Jo.  An'8^ 
themselves  in  such  multitudes  to  execution,  that  he  could  edit  pJeia 
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neither  by  persuasion  nor  threatenings  keep  thera  faaan 
owning  themselves  to  be  Christians,  further  praying  hi» 
Majesty's  advice  in  that  affair :  hereupon  he  gave  com- 
mand, that  no  inquisition  should  be  made  after  the  Chris- 
tians, though  if  any  of  them  offered  themselves,  execution 
should  be  done  upon  them.  So  that  the  fire  which  had 
hitherto  flamed  and  burnt  out,  began  now  to  be  extin- 
guished, and  only  crept  up  and  down  in  private  comers. 
•  Sim.  Met.  T^here  are  that  •  tell  us  that  Trajan  having  heard  a  full 
mTL^ud'  account  of  Ignatius  and  his  suffTerings,  and  how  un- 
^g"«'-  P-  dauntedly  he  had  undergone  that  bitter  death,  repented 
of  what  he  had  done,  and  was  particularly  moved  to 
mitigate  and  relax  the  persecution  :  whereby,  as  Meta- 
phrastes  observes)  not  only  Ignatius'  life,  but  his  very 
death  became  the  procurer  of  great  peace  and  prosperi- 
ty, and  the  glory  and  establishment  of  the  ChristiaD^ 
Faith. 
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ST.   BARNABAS, 

THE  APOSTLE. 

THE  proper,  and  (if  I  may  8o  term  il)  origina]  name 
of  this  Apostle  (for  with  that  title  St  Luke,  and  after 
bim  the  Ancients  constantly  honoured  him)  was  Josee, 
by  a  softer  termination  familiar  with  the  Greeks  for  Jo- 
seph, and  so  the  King's  and  several  other  manuscript 
copies  read  it.  It  was  the  name  given  him  at  his  cir- 
'cumcision,  in  honour  no  doubt  of  Joseph,  one  of  the 
great  patriarchs  of  their  nation,  to  which  after  his 
embracing  Christianity,  the  Apostles  added  that  of  Bar- 
fiabas ;  Joses,  who  by  the  Apostles  was  sumamed  Bar> 
oiabas,  either  implying  him  a  son  of  Prophecy,  eminent 
for  his  prophetic  gifts  and  endowments,  or  denoting  bim 
(what  was  a  peculiar  part  of  the  Prophet's  oflSce)  a  son 
•of  Consolation,  for  his  admirable  dexterity  in  erecting 
troubled  minds,  and  leading  them  on  by  the  most  mild 
-and  gentle  methods  of  persuasion :  though  I  rather  con- 
iceive  him  so  styled  for  his  generous  charity  in  refreshing 
the  bowels  of  the  Saints ;  especially  since  the  name  seems 
to  have  been  imposed  upon  him  upon  that  occasion.  He 
was  bom  in  Cyprus,  a  noted  Island  in  the  Mediterranean 
Sea,  lying  between  Cilicia,  Syria  and  Egypt. 

2.  He  was  a  descendant  of  the  Tribe  of  Levi,  and  ihe 
line  of  the  Priesthood,  which  rendered  his  conversion  to 
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Christianity  the  more  remarkable^  all  interests  concur- 
ring to  leaven  him  with  mighty  prejudices  against  the 
Christian  Faith.     But  the  grace  of  God  delights  many 
times  to  exert  itself  against  the  strongest  opposition,  and 
loves  to  conquer,  where  there  is  least  probability  to  over- 
come.    His  parents  were  rich  and  pious,  and  finding 
Moiach*Eii-  ^^  ^  beautiful  and  hopeful  youth  (says  my  *  author, 
nab '  ?i5?'"  ^^"^ing  his  intelligence  concerning  him,  as  he  tells  us, 
▼itus.  He- from  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  and  other  ancient  writers) 
SSn  "ir  ***  ^^y  ^^^  ^^  brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  to  be  trained  up 
n!^  5^^  ***'  ^  ^^^  knowledge  of  the  Law,  and  to  that  end  commit- 
ted him  to  the  tutorage  of  Gamaliel,  the  great  Doctor  of 
the  Law,  and  most  famous  master  at  that  time  in  Israel, 
at  whose  foot  he  was  brotight  up  together  with  JSt.  Paul; 
which  if  so,  might  lay  an  early  foundation  of  that  inti- 
mate familiarity  that  was  afterwards  between  them. 
Here  he  improved  in  learning  and  piety,  frequenting  the 
Temple,  and  devoutly  exercising  himself  in  fasting  and 
prayer.     We  are  further  told,  that  being  a  frequent  spec- 
tator of  our  Saviour's  miracles,  and  among  the  rest,  of 
his  curing  the  paraUtic  at  the  pool  of  Bethesda,  he  was 
soon  convinced  of  his  Divinity,  and  persuaded  to  deliver 
up  himself  to  his  discipline  and  institutions  :  and  as 
the  nature  of  true  goodness  is  ever  communicative,  he 
presently  went  and  acquainted  his  sister  Mary  with  the 
notice  of  the  Messiah,  who  hastened  to  come  to  him, 
and  importuned  him  to  come  home  to  her  house,  where 
our  Lord  afterwards  (as  the  Church  continued  to  do  af- 
ter his  decease)  was  wont  to  assemble  with  his  Disciples, 
and  that  her  son  Mark  was  that  young  man,  who  bore 
the  pitcher  of  water,  whom  our  Lord  commanded  the 
two  Disciples  to  follow  home,  and  there  prepare  for  the 
celebration  of  the  Passover. 

3.  The  Church  being  dispersed  up  and  down  after  St 
Stephen's  Martyrdom,  we  have  no  certain  account  what 
became  of  hhn,  in  all  probability  he  staid  with  the  Apos- 
tles at  Jerusalem,  where  we  find  him  not  long  after  St, 
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Paul's  conversion.  Fm-  thai  fierce  and  active  zealot  being 
miracidously  taken  off  in  the  height  of  his  rage  and  fu- 
ry, and  putting  on  now  the  innocent  and  inoffensive 
temper  of  a  lamb,  came  after  some  little  time  to  Jeru- 
salem^ and  addressed  himself  to  the  Church.  But  j,hey 
not  satisfied  in  the  reahty  of  bis  change,  and  feadng  it 
might  be  nothing  but  a  subtle  artifice  to  betray  them, 
universally  shunned  his  company  ;  and  what  wonder  if 
the  harmless  sheep  fled  at  the  sight  of  the  wolf  that 
had  made  such  havoc  of  the  flock :  till  Barnabas  pre- 
suming probably  upon  his  former  acquaintance,  entered 
into-  a  more  familiar  conversation  with  him,  introduced 
bim  to  the  Apostles,  and  declared  to  them  the  manner 
of  his  conversion,  and  what  signal  eviden/ces  he  had 
given  of  it  at  Damascus,  in  his1x)ld  and  resolute  disputa- 
tion with  the  Jews. 

4.  There  is  that  scattereth,  and  yet  increaseth  :  the 
dispersion  of  the  Church  by  SauPs  persecution  proved 
the  means  of  a  more  plentiful  harvest,  the  Christian 
Religion  being  hereby  on  all  hands  conveyed  both  to 
Jews  and  Gentiles.  Among  the  rest  some  Cyprian  and 
Cyrenean  Converts  went  to  Antioch,  where  they  preach- 
ed the  Gpspel  with  mighty  success ;  great  numbers  both 
of  Jews  and  proselytes  (wherewith  that  city  did  abound) 
heartily  embracing  the  Christian  Faith.  The  news 
whereof  coming  to  the  Apostles  at  Jerusalem,  they  sent 
down  Barnabas  to  take  an  account  of  it,  and  to  settle 
this  new  plantation.  Being  come  he  rejoiced  to  see  that 
Christianity  had  made  so  fair  a  progress  in  that  great 
city,  earnestly  pressing  them  cordially  and  constantly  to 
persevere  in  that  excellent  Religion  which  they  had  en- 
tertained ;  himself  like  a  pious  and  good  man  undergo- 
ing any  labours  and  diflkulties,  which  God  was  pleas- 
ed to  crown  with  answerable  success,  the  addition  of 
multitudes  of  new  converts  to  the  Faith.  But  the  work 
was  too  great  to  be  managed  by  a  single  hand :  to  fur- 
nish himself  therefore  with  suitable  assistance,  he  went 
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to  Tarsus,  to  enquire  for  St.  Paul  lately  come  thillier. 
Him  he  brings  back  to  Antioch,  where  both  of  them 
continued  industriously  ministering  to  the  inorettse  aod 
establishment  of  the  Church  for  a  whole  year  together ; 
and  then  and  there  it  was  that  the  Disciples  of  the  Holy 
Jesus  had  the  honourable  name  o(  Christians  first  so- 
lemnly fixed  upon  them. 

6.  It  happened  about  this  time,  or  not  long  after^  that 
a  severe  famine  (foretold  by  Agabus  a  Christian  Prophet 
that  came  down  to  Antioch)  piessed  upon  the  Provinces 
of  the  Roman  Empire,  and  especially  Judea,  whereby 
the  Christians,  whose  estates  were  exhausted  by  theiF 
continual  contributions  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,, 
were  reduced  to  great  extremities.  The  Church  of  An- 
tioch compassionating  their  miserable  case,  agreed  upolt 
a  liberal  and  charitable  supply  for  their  rdief,  which  they 
intrusted  with  Barnabas  and  Paul,  whoni  they 
sent  along  with  it  to  the  Governors  of  the  Churche^. 
that  they  might  dispose  of  it  as  necessity  did  requke* 
This  charitable  embassy  the  Greek  Rituals  no  doubl; 
respect,  when  in  the  office  at  the  promotion  of  the  Mag- 
nus Oeconomus,  or  I£gh  Steward  of  the  Church  (whose 
place  it  was  to  manage  and  dispose  the  Church's  reve- 
nues) they  make  particular  mention  of  the  Hdy  and 
most  famous  Barnabas  the  Apostle,  and  generous  Mar^ 
tjrr.  Having  discharged  their  trust,  they  returned  back 
fh)m  Jerusalem  to  Antioch,.  bringing  along  with  thenl 
John,  sumamed  Mark,  the  son  of  Mary,  sister  to  Barna- 
bas, whose  house  was  the  sanctuary,  where  the  Chuicb 
found  both  shelter  for  their  persons,  and  convenienoes  fiyr 
the  solemnities  of  their  worship. 

6.  The  Church  of  Antioch  being  now  suflkiently 
provided  of  spiritual  Guides,  our  two  Apostles  might  be 
the  better  spared  for  the  conversion  of  the  Gentile  worid. 
As  they  were  therefore  engaged  in  the  duties  of  fasting 
and  prayer^  and  other  puMic  exercises  of  their  Rdigion^ 
the  Spirit  of  God  by  some  prophetic  Afflatus  or  limh- 
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ikm  made  to  some  of  the  Prophets  tbete  present,  com- 
manded  that  BalDabas  and  Saul  should  be  set  apart  to 
that  peouUar  ministry,  to  which  God  had  designed 
diem.  Accordingly,  having  fasted  and  prayed,  handg 
were  sdlemnly  laid  upon  tbem^  to  denote  their  particular 
designation  to  that  service. 

7.  Barnabas  and  Paul  having  thus  received  a 
divine  commission  for  the  Apostleship  of  the  Gentiles^ 
and  taking  Mark  along  with  them  €is  their  minister  and 
attendant,  immediately  entered  upon  the  province.  And 
first  they  betook  themselves  to  Seleucia,  a  neighbouring 
city  seated  upon  the  influx  of  the  river  Orontes  into  the 
Mediterranean  sea  :  hence  they  set  sail  for  Cyprus,  Bar- 
nabas' native  country,  and  arrived  at  Salamis,  a  city 
heretofore  of  great  account,  the  ruins  whereof  are  two 
miles  distant  from  the  present  Famagusta,  where  they 
undauntedly  preached  in  the  Jewish  Synagogues.  From 
Salamis  they  travelled  up  the  Island  to  Paphos,  a  city 
remarkable  of  old  for  the  worship  of  Venus,  Diva  potens 
Cypri,  the  tutelar  goddess  of  the  Island,  who  was  here 
worshipped  with  the  most  wanton  and  immodest 
rites. 

8.  Leaving  Cyprus,  they  sailed  over  to  Perga  in  Pam- 
philia,  famous  for  a  Temple  of  Diana ;  here  Mark, 
weary  it  seems  of  this  itinerant  course  of  life,  and  the 
unavoidable  dangers  that  attended  it,  took  his  leave  and 
returned  to  Jerusalem,  which  laid  the  foundation  of  an 
unhappy  difference,  that  broke  out  between  these  two 
Apostles  afterwards.  The  next  place  they  came  to  was 
Antioch  in  Pisidia,  where  in  the  Jewish  Synagogue  St. 
Paul  by  an  elegant  oration  converted  great  numbers  both 
of  Jews  and  Proselytes,  but  a  persecution  being  raised 
by  otherp,  they  were  forced  to  desert  the  place.  Thence 
they  passed  to  Iconium,  a  noted  city  of  Lycaonia,  where 
in  the  Synagogues  they  preached  a  long  time  with  good 
success,  till  a  conspiracy  being  made  against  them,  they 
withdrew  to  Lystra,  the  inhabitants  whereof  uponamurac- 
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.  ulous  cure  done  by  St.  Paul,  treated  them  as  gods  come 
down  from  Heaven  in  human  shape,  St.  Paul  as  being 
principal  speaker,  they  termed  Mercury,  the  interpreter 
of  the  gods ;  Barnabas  they  looked  upon  as  Jupiter,  their 
»Homu.zn.  sovereign  deity,  either  because  of  his  age,  (as  ^Chrysoe- 
pJaeL*  '^'^  tom  thinks)  or  because  of  the  gravity  and  comeliness  of 
his  person,  being  (as  antiquity  represents  him)  a  very 
goodly  man,  and  of  a  venerable  aspect,  wherein  he  had 
infinitely  the  advantage  of  St.  Paul,  who  was  of  a  very 
mean  and  contemptible  presence.  But  the  maUce  of 
the  Jews  pursued  him  hither,  and  prevailed  with  the 
peq>le  to  stone  St.  Paul,  who  presently  recovering,  he 
and  Barnabas  went  to  Derbe,  where  when  they  had 
converted  many  to  the  Faith,  they  returned  back  to 
Lystra,  Iconium,  and  Antioch,  and  so  through  Pisidiato 
Pamphylia,  thence  from  Perga  to  AttaUa,  confirming  as 
they  came  back,  the  Churches  which  they  had  planted  at 
their  first  going  out.  At  AttaUa  they  took  ship,  and 
sailed  to  Antioch  in  S}nria,  the  place  whence  they  had 
first  set  out,  where  they  gave  the  Church  an  account  of 
the  whole  success  of  their  travels,  and  what  way  was 
made  for  the  propagation  of  Christianity  in  the  Gentile 
world. 

9.  The  restless  enemy  of  all  goodness  was  vexed  to 
see  so  fair  and  smooth  a  progress  of  the  Grospel,  and 
therefore  resolved  to  attempt  it  by  the  old  subtle  arts  of 
intestine  divisions  and  animosities :  what  the  envious 
man  could  not  stifle  by  open  violence,  he  sought  to  choke 
by  sowing  tares.  Some  zealous  Converts  coming  down 
from  Jerusalem  to  Antioch,  started  this  notion,  which 
they  asserted  with  all  possible  zeal  and  stiffiiesB,  that 
unless  together  with  the  Christian  Religion  they  joined 
the  observance  of  the  Mosaic  Rites,  there  could  be  no 
hopes  of  salvation  for  them.  Paul  and  Barnabas  oppo- 
sed themselves  against  this  heterodox  opinion  with  all 
vigour  and  smartness,  but  not  able  to  beat  it  down,  were 
.  dispatched  by  the  Church  to  advise  with  the  Apostles  and 
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brethren  at  Jerusalem  about  this  matter.  Whither  they 
were  no  sooner  come,  but  they  were  kindly  and  courte^ 
ously  entertained,  aikl  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  given 
them  by  the  three  great  Apostles,  Peter,  James,  and 
John,  and  an  agreement  made  between  them,  that 
wherever  they  came,  they  should  betake  themselves  to 
the  Jews,  while  Paul*  and  Barnabas  applied  themselvea 
to  the  Gentiles.  And  here  probably  it  was  that  Mark 
reconciled  himself  to  his  uncle  Barimbas,  which  ^one«Aicnmd. 
tells  us,  he  did  with  tears  and  great  importunity,  earnest- li^f^w.** 
ly  begging  him  to  forgive  his  weakness  and  cowardice, 
and  promising  for  the  future  a  firmer  constancy  and 
more  undaunted  resolution.  But  they  were  especially 
careftil  to  mind  the  great  affair  they  were  sent  about, 
and  accordingly  opened  the  case  in  a  public  council  con- 
vened for  that  purpose.  And  Peter  having  first  given 
his  sentence,  that  the  Gentile  Converts  were  under  no 
such  obligation,  Paul  and  Barnabas  acquainted  the  Sy- 
nod what  great  things  God  by  theirministry  had  wrought 
for  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles,  a  plain  evidence  that 
they  were  accepted  by  God  without  the  Mosaic  Rites  and 
Ceremonies.  The  matter  being  decided  by  the  Council, 
the  determination  was  drawn  up  into  the  form  of  a  Sy- 
nodical  Epistle,  which  was  deUvered  to  Barnabas  and 
Paul,  to  whom  the  Council  gave  this  eulogium  and  char- 
acter, that  they  'Were  men  that  had  hazarded  their  lives 
for  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  with  whom  they 
joined  two  of  their  own,  that  they  might'  carry  it  to  the 
Churches.  Being  come  to  Antioch  they  delivered  the 
Decrees  of  the  Council,  wherewith  the  Church  was 
abundantly  satisfied,  and  the  controversy  for  the  present 
laid  asleep. 

10.  It  was  not  long  after  this  that  St.  Peter  came  down 
to  Antioch,  who,  loth  to  exasperate  the  zealous  Jews, 
withdrew  afl  converse  with  the  Gentile  Converts,  con- 
trary to  his  former  practice,  and  his  late  vote  and  suf- 
frage in  the  Synod  at  Jerusalem.  The  minds  of  the  Gen- 
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after  us?  St.  Paul  shortly  after  propounded  to  Bamfl^ 
bas  that  they  might  agam  visit  the  Churches  wherein 
they  had  lately  planted  the  Christian  Faith  :  he  liked 
the  motion,  but  desired  his  cousin  Mark  might  again  go 
ak>ng  with  them,  which  St.  Paul  would  by  no  means 
consent  to,  having  found  byhifi  cowardly  deserting  them 
at  Pamphylia,  how  unfit  he  was  for  such^a  troublesoitie 
and  dangerous  service.  This  began  a  sharp  contest, 
and  ripened  into  almost  an  irreconcilable  difference  be- 
tween these  two  holy  men.  Which  as  at  once  it  shews 
that  the  best  are  men  of  like  passions  and  infirmities 
with  others,  subject  to  be  transported  with  partiality,  and 
carried  off  with  the  heats  of  an  irregular  passion,  so  it 
lets  us  see  how  great  a  matter  a  Uttle  fire  kindles,  and 
how  inconsiderable  an  occasion  may  minister  to  strife 
and  division,  and  hazard  the  breach  of  the  firmest  charity 
and  friendship.  The  issue  was  that  this  sacred  pair, 
that  had  hitherto  equally  and  unanimously  drawn  the 
yoke  of  the  Gospel,  now  drew  several  ways,  and  in  some 
discontent  parted  from  each  other  ;  St.  Paul  taking  Si- 
las went  to  the  Churches  of  Syria  and  Cilicia,  while 
Barnabas  accompanied  with  his  cousin  Mark  set  sail  for 
Cyprus  his  own  country. 

11.  Thus  far  the  sacred  Historian  has  for  the  nfiun 
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goDe  before  us,  who  here  breaks  off  his  account  concera- 
ioghim.    Whatbeqmne  ot  him  afterwards  we  are  left 
under  great  uncertainty.    ^  Dorotheus  and  the  «  author  JJJJJ'^biS'" 
of  the  Recognitions,  and,  some  other  writings  attributed  Jfi^^^ 
to  St.  Clemeq9,  makes  him  to  have  been  at  Rome,  and^Jteyguift. 
one  of  the  first  that  preached  the  Christian  Faith  in  •jH-  AZT 

1879.   Ciwp- 

that  city :  for  which  ^Baronius  falls  foul  upon  them,  «"»»•  »<»• 
not  bein^  wUling  that  any  should  be  thought  to  have  ^-^^J^ 
been  there  before  St  Peter,  though  after  him  (and  it  is  ^l^*-^*  '^ 
but  good  manners  to  let  him  go  first)  he-is  noC  unwilling  to  /  i^uam.  ad 
grant  his  being|here.  agTw.  b^I 

12.  Departing  from  Rcfne,  he  is  by  different  writers  kob.  !%. 
made  to  steer  different  courses.     The  »  Greeks  tell  us  he  '  ^p'^f^ 

Bpit  Md. 

went  to  Alexandria,  and  thence  tQ  Judea:  The  ''wri-^faff-^ 
ters  otthe  Roman  Church  (with  whom  agrees  >  Doroihe-  ei*.  *•  «•  >*• 
us  in  this  matter)  that  he  preached  the  Gospel  in  Liguria,  An,  si.  mM. 
and  founded  a  Chxirch  at  Milain,  whereof  he  became  the  md.  b.  jm. 

Tr.3  e.1.  tt. 

iial  Bishdp,  propagating  Christianity  in  all  those  parts.  9. 
But  however  that  was,^  probable  it  is  that  in  the  last  peri-  bSTB.  p! 
od  of  his  life  he  returned^  unto  Cyprus,  where  our  Jttu-j^Jj^^[^ 
thor  tells  us,  he  converted  many,  till  some  Jews  from  JJ*^  *^' 
Syria  coming  to  ^alainis,' where  he  then  was,  enraged 
with  fury  set  upon  him  as  he  was  disputing  in  the  Syna- 
gogue, in  a  corner  whereof  they  shut  him  up  till  nighti 
when  they  brought  him  forth,  and  after  infinite  tortures, 
atoned  "him  to  death. 
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BRRATA.~The  word  St.  in-  a  few  inttaneei  is  omided  t6to«gh 
mistake.    Page  191  Chapter  L,  should  precede  the  SaluuUoiu 
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